SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 4, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa

Others present
Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Cindy Olson

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

 Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the agenda for August 4, with the addition of 12B-Consider purchase of different rescue rig, and the deletion of 11B-Consider request for extension of Free Church final plat deadline. Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Cindy Olson appeared before the Council representing American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.  The organization is planning a walk in the Sandstone area on September 11, 2010 and Ms. Olson is requesting money or goods donations for the walk and is asking for volunteers.  It was suggested she bring the information to a Chamber meeting to involve local businesses.  Staff will check into posting the event on Channel 13.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin noted that the community watch meeting had good support.  Bonander suggested that the City check into Cybertec for camera monitoring services.  Stadin added that motion sensor lights might be a good idea also for deterrence in residential alleys.  

Griffith reminded political candidates that campaign signs are not allowed in the state ROW.  

He also noted that, in response to a resident complaint regarding the manner in which information had been previously reported, he was offered the following clarification regarding the abatement of hazardous conditions at the milk drying plant:  the costs for the plywood to secure the building were billed to the property and paid so the plywood does belong to the property owner.  However, when some of the plywood was removed and not reinstalled, the City again had to go into the building to secure it.  Those costs will be billed to the property owner.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for July 21. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Appoint judges for primary and general election, 9B-Approve temporary liquor license for Sportsmen Club one day-November 6, and 9C-Adopt Resolution 2010-18 accept donation of $161 from E&J Golf Tournament for improvements to ice rink in Angle Park. Motion carried 5-0. 
FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $227,747.56. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Land Purchase-Johnson

The City has been trying to negotiate a purchase agreement with Mike Johnson to acquire a parcel and building which he owns for the purposes of a new public works building.  Mr. Johnson’s “final counter offer is a selling price of $335,000 with the City of Sandstone paying all closing costs, but no free rent of office space.”  

Edmond pointed out that the appraisal, done 8 months ago, valued the building at $365,000.  He also likes the fact that the building will meet the City’s needs for a long time to come.  

Bonander asked if the City would continue to use the current salt/sand sheds or if they can be moved?  There are possible environmental concerns if the salt/sand storage were moved and Griffith also pointed out that the salt needs to be protected from rain and snow.  He said the City had tried to develop an arrangement with the County or State to share salt/sand.  

Kester recused himself from the discussion and vote.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve a final offer of $325,000 to Mike Johnson for his parcel of land and building with no free rent and the closing costs shared equally.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Transfer of property

The Hennum property, which was recently purchased by the City, needs to have the ownership transferred to the EDA so that the EDA can proceed with development of both this property, and the airport property.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the transfer of the recently-acquired Hennum property from the City to the EDA and to authorize the Mayor and the Administrator to execute the quit claim deed necessary to complete the transaction. Motion carried 5-0. 

Rescue Rig

The Fire Department is in need of a new rescue rig that can replace the existing one. They found a rig that meets their expectations, and has a cost of $20,000.  The Fire Department’s Equipment Account has $173,000, but these monies will need to be utilized for the purchase of a replacement pumper in the next few years.  

Stadin inquired as to the amount which is contributed to the account each year.  Griffith responded that it is approximately $20,000.  

Griffith pointed out that the rig is ready to go except some minor changes and that the old rig had been a donation which might be returned.  

Stadin asked if the City is required to get township approval before proceeding with the purchase.  Griffith responded that the City may make the decision and then just notify the townships.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize the purchase of the 2004 Chevy C4500 medium duty diesel rescue rig, subject to notification of townships and Fire Department review of service records. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, and Asbestos and Regulated Waste Inspection Report-Milk Drying Plant. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the required board of review training on September 15, that the filing dates for the positions of Mayor and City Council are from 8/3 to 8/17; that the primary election is scheduled for Tuesday, August 10; and that the public forum on the Old School building will be held on August 16, 6:30 pm at the Senior Center.  

He noted the following workshops/trainings:  Brownfields in Hopkins on August 24, MN Historic Preservation Conference in Winona on September 16 & 17, and Broadband 2010 in Baxter on October 13 & 14. 

He also informed the Council about a probable purchase of a 2000 plow truck.  Finally, he reported that the draft report of the Community Rail Stations Analysis is out and is being reviewed by Bonander, Kester, and himself.

ADJOURN

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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