SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

July 1, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Thane Murphy, Karen Carlson, Gene LaLonde, Bonnie Schoneman, John Kern, Bobbi Harding, John Stanchfield, Tim Franklin, Gregory Mizer, Marilyn Jokela, Ken Chambard, Rusty Alexander, Leonard Gangelhoff, Jody Johnson, Tina Doornink, Gary Koland, Deputy Gary Frehse, Bruce Christensen, Dan Griffith, Karie Netzel

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the agenda with addendum.  Motion carried 5-0. 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Waterline proposal

Rusty Alexander has experienced another break in his water service line, this time the break happened under Jan & Gary’s Restaurant. He came before the Council to request that the City participate in improvements to the water line serving his property. His plan was to stay on private property with the improvements he has in mind, however that is not realistic. The alley behind Alexander’s property, containing the sewer line, does not have sufficient space to allow for a water main.  A contractor estimates the project to cost approximately $13,000 and he is requesting that the City contribute for the stub from the main, curb stop, and repair of the street. 

Andrews asked about the City’s responsibility. Griffith responded that the City had no direct responsibility since this is a service line.  

Staff further stated it is in the City’s best interest that a plan be developed to construct a water main to serve the area for a long term solution. 

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to approve payment for the curb stop, stub connection and street repair for the Alexander water line improvement.   

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Marilyn Jokela commented on the location of the new children’s playground at Johnson Park. She expressed the opinion that the playground is likely to be misused since many of the neighboring residents appear to pay little attention to the upkeep of their own yards. She also mentioned a rundown vacant home behind the Senior Center which she felt cast a bad light on the surrounding property. 

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He stated that there were a total of 116 calls, 21 of which were medical. He also mentioned 3 vehicle thefts, with 1 recovery and ongoing investigation for the others. He also mentioned several burglaries which are also being investigated. Griffith mentioned a comment from a visitor regarding graffiti on the old elementary school building. Frehse responded that these are the work of juvenile “gang wannabes.” A work crew from the FCI has cleaned it up. 

The mayor also mentioned a resident’s suggestion that the City enact an ordinance allowing golf carts on City streets. Griffith responded that it gets complicated due to roads through town being state highway and county roads. 

Jody Johnson mentioned that on July 3, from 2-4 p.m. there will be a skateboarding demonstration in the PHASE parking lot. She also thanked all the volunteers who helped build the new playground at Johnson Park. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the meeting minutes from June 17, 2009. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2009 Street and Utility Improvement Project

The Council has been considering a street and utility project which would include three projects from a list of ten for which a feasibility study was completed. These include Project #1: Replace water main, sanitary sewer and install storm sewer and reconstruct Court Avenue between Highway 123 and First Street, Project #2: Make storm water improvements to Wagon Bridge Road, and Project #3: Install 15” sanitary sewer pipe and replace storm sewer, curb and gutter and reconstruct Eighth Street from Angle Avenue to mid-block between Court and Park Avenues. This is the second public hearing on this issue. 

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to open the 2009 Street and Utility Improvement Project Public Hearing at 7:27 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Griffith noted that a letter was received from Harold Berg stating no objection to proceeding with the Court Street Project (he had a suggestion regarding how the project might be assessed), no objection to the Wagon Bridge Road project (but felt that it should be paid for out of the Storm Water Fund), but was opposed to the Eighth Street Project in that he felt it was not necessary at this time. 

Leonard Ganglehoff asked if the Court Street Project from several years ago had been similarly been assessed to the whole City. Griffith responded that it had. He also wanted to know if there had been complaints on Court Street. Griffith responded that there has been ongoing storm water issues and that the street has heavier traffic with the opening of the new grocery store. 

Jody Johnson pointed out the importance of doing the Wagon Bridge Road project noting access to the City’s well and water treatment plant as well as upcoming improvements in Robinson Park. 

Marilyn Jokela stated that the possible assessments, especially to the Court Avenue property owners, are too high at this time. She also asked if the assessments could be prepaid to avoid interest costs. Griffith responded in the affirmative. 

Gary Koland asked how many water and sewer customers there were to share the 

$ 945,000 estimated expense. Griffith responded that the City is proposing to assess 20% of the cost and initially this would be assessed to about 500 sewer customers and bout 475 water customers. 

Koland also wanted to know if there were any grants available. Griffith responded that this project does not qualify for the Federal Stimulus Package, the State has almost no funds, and the City has no money left in Capital Outlay for water. There is approximately $40,000 in Capital Outlay for Sewer.  

Bruce Christensen asked if commercial properties would be assessed similarly to residential. Griffith answered yes, that all water and sewer customers would be assessed. Christensen suggested that the Council table the project for a year since so many individuals and businesses are struggling financially. 

He also noted the drainage problem on Old Military Road and asked if the City had any intention of addressing that issue. Griffith responded that it had been project number 4 on the priority list of projects in the feasibility study. 

Greg Mizer questioned the wisdom of doing the Eighth Street project since no expansion is planned in the near future in that part of town. 

Thane Murphy asked what the benefit of the 15” pipe would be. Griffith responded that by replacing the current 8” pipe which runs in the alley behind Rich’s Bar to the John Wright Building and the County Garage, the City would have a 15” pipe all the way to the pumping station. 

Dan Griffith stated that Court Avenue does need to be done to address the ongoing drainage problems. 

Motion Andrews, second Kester to close the Public Hearing at 8:05 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

Edmond expressed concern, in light of the Audit, that this may not be a good time to proceed with all of the projects noting, however, that it is a good bidding climate and the work would provide local jobs. 

Andrews stated his concern with the City’s potential additional financial responsibilities if they acquire the Old Elementary School building in August. He asked about the cost for doing just Wagon Bridge Road. Griffith noted from the feasibility study that this part of the project is estimated at $88,000. 

Stadin expressed the opinion that the Eighth Street project is not urgent since the street is in good shape and there is no prospective development. He admitted that Court Street does need attention in the near future. 

Griffith pointed out that issuing debt less than a hundred thousand dollars would not be very cost effective. Stadin suggested that Wagon Bridge Road be resurfaced to bring the financing up to over $100,000.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to not adopt Resolution 2009-12, a resolution authorizing the plans and specifications for the 2009 Street and Utility Project. Motion carried 5-0.

There was discussion to consider adding street improvements to the Wagon Bridge Road project and adding that to the financing.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to undertake just the Wagon Bridge Road Project of the proposed 2009 Street and Utility Project. Motion carried 5-0. 

Temporary Liquor License –Sandstone Lions

Motion Andrews, second Kester to open the Temporary Liquor License-Sandstone Lions Public Hearing at 8:17 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

There was no public comment. 

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to close the Public Hearing at 8:21 p.m. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: accept Friends of the Library Donation-$300. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve and pay claims in the amount of $128,190.41.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Park Improvements
Griffith reviewed recent Park and Recreation Commission activities and commented that the Commission would be coming to the next meeting with further recommendations.

NEW BUSINESS

Sandstone Lions Club-Quarry Days

The Sandstone Lions Club has applied for a temporary liquor license for Quarry Days. Tim Franklin explained their security plan and training for the servers.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to approve a temporary liquor license for Quarry Days 2009 for the Sandstone Lions Club, subject to all requirements of the City Ordinance and receipt of the insurance. Motion carried 5-0.

Policy-Internal Controls

The City currently operates in such a way that documentation by one employee is always reviewed and approved by another employee thus providing for oversight. The State Auditor is recommending that this practice be made a written policy.

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to change the Internal Control policy to adopt the proposed language regarding journal entries. Motion carried 5-0.

Quarry Days-Fireworks

The Quarry Days committee is proposing to add a fireworks event on Saturday and possible Friday night. The City must approve any fireworks displays as it has added insurance responsibilities. 

Atterbury inquired as to how much the City pays for Quarry Days. Griffith estimated the City’s contribution to be around $3,000 not including Staff time or electricity costs.  

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to direct staff to arrange for the closing of County and State Highways for the fireworks event and approve an expenditure for the City purchase of fireworks insurance, approve the fireworks activity subject to the required forms and insurance, and request the presence of the Fire Department for the event at the expense of the Chamber of Commerce. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONTINUED DISCUSSION REGARDING 2009 STREET AND UTILITY PROJECT

Andrews asked if part of the Wagon Bridge Road Project could be paid for out of Storm Water Funds. Griffith estimated at approximately half of the project could be financed this way. He also explained that the assessment process would be quite long for a project of this size.

Edmond stated that is makes sense to resurface this road while the drainage work is being undertaken. When asked, Gene LaLonde estimated the costs for resurfacing to run approximately $50,000. Consensus was to request an estimate for the resurfacing from the engineer.

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Kester to accept reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, Fire Department minutes-June 22, and Planning Commission minutes-June 16. Motion carried 5-0.   

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the July 8th NTI Annual meeting in Braham and the skate park demonstration in the PHASE parking lot on July 3. He also informed them that the DNR and a youth work crew has completed a project to remove invasive plants from Robinson Park, that the inspections for commercial properties is a responsibility for the Building Inspector; that the presentation by himself and Leonard Bonander for the LMC Annual Meeting was well received, and that a grant had been received from the Credit Union for the children’s playground. 

Additionally he informed that that a truck chassis had been purchased for the Fire Department and a letter received from the Union indicating its desire to negotiate a new contract. Finally, he pointed out the June Chamber Newsletter.  

ADJOURNMENT

Motion  Andrews, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:43 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

