SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 18, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Public Works Supervisor Mikrot, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Tom Forrest, Kary Forrest, Jessica Schleret, Jennifer Johnson, Chelsea Kitley, George Castonguay, Erika Hormillosa, Gene LaLonde

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the following additions:  9C – Accept donation from St. Francis American Legion Post on behalf of Jack Pine Riders for the Moving Wall, and 12D – change order request – Gustafson Excavating – Sixth Street project.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Jennifer Johnson, Tom Forrest, Kary Forrest and Jessica Schleret appeared before the Council to request that the City take some action regarding the barking and the treatment of neighboring dogs.  Jennifer asserted that a neighbor does not provide proper care for her dogs, that they are not leashed and are allowed to run into the street, and that the barking is continuous, creating an issue with the neighbors.  

Griffith responded that the alleged neglect or abuse charges would be investigated.  He also reviewed the ordinance regarding barking dogs which states that Animal Control, Assistant Animal Control or the Deputy must personally observe the animal continuously barking for more than 5 minutes in order for the City to become involved.  He suggested that the concerned neighbors provide written permission for City Staff to enter their properties to better observe the care of the dogs and that a pattern of the dogs’ barking also be provided.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the meeting minutes of June 4th, 2008.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There was none

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve Special Events permit for Quarry Days including approval of waiver to noise ordinance for Quarry Days; Approve St. Cloud State geography class – overnight camping at Robinson Park on June 21; Accept donation from St. Francis American Legion Post on behalf of Jack Pine Riders for the Moving Wall.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $129, 608.31.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report of May 2008.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Fire Hall roof replacement

The Council has been considering replacing the roof on the Fire Hall.  It is approximately 20 years old.  Three quotes were received, one of which suggested a roof redesign.  The quote stated that there is an inherent design flaw in the current roof which caused the water to pool on the back 6 feet of the roof before running off.  They provided an additional quote for the replacement of the back 6 feet of the roof with a 5 year warranty. This is where the damage occurred.  Gene LaLonde pointed out that the lowest quoter to replace the roof offers a 15 year warranty.  If there is a design flaw, surely it would show up within that time frame.  Edmond noted that the chronological age of the roof is at 20 years and suggested that the firm with the low quote be asked to consider if the roof needs a different design.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize a contract with Anderson Systems for the replacement of the Fire Hall roof with the funds to come from the Fire Hall Building Fund.  Motion carried 3-2.

Street & Utility Improvement project

The Council has been considering a major Street & Utility improvement project.  Each Council member was previously asked to survey the proposed streets and submit a priority list.  Staff compiled the results.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize a feasibility study for a 2009 Street and Utility improvement project to include:  A: Court Avenue – Highway 123 to 1st Street; 

B: Wagon Bridge Road; C: 8th Street – Commercial to alley between Court & Park; 

D: Commercial Avenue – 3rd to 5th & 4th Street – Commercial to Court; E: Pine Avenue – Highway 123 to Minnesota St; H: Old Military Road – Highway 123 to Eagle Drive; 

I: Minnesota Street – Grant to Pine.  Motion carried 5-0.

Engineering quotes – drainage projects

The Council had previously requested quotes on several drainage projects.  Two were received – one from S.E.H and one from MSA.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to award the contract for the drainage engineering work on Grouse St and Eagle Drive to S.E.H.  Motion carried 5-0.

City Public Works Facility

The Council is considering building a new Public Works facility.  MSA submitted a space needs study draft.  The Council had previously requested that Public Works Supervisor Mikrot review the study and provide information regarding which vehicles need to be stored in a heated building, as well as the types of work and space that Public Works needs.  

Mikrot did provide this information to the Council.  He also recommended that the building have a drive through access.  

Council directed that he review which activities should take place in the building and what reductions in square footage he feels could be achieved. No action taken.

NEW BUSINESS

Manhole improvements
The Council had previously authorized advertising for manhole improvement work.  Only one quote was received.  However, the City has contracted with this company in the past.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to award the contract for 2008 manhole improvements to Infratech.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider drafting ordinance – vacant store window coverings

The Council has expressed concern regarding the numerous vacant store fronts in the commercial district.  Staff contacted the City Attorney to determine how the City could address this issue.  The Attorney responded with a sample design standard and a sample 

ordinance from another city.

The Planning Commission did review and recommend that the City establish voluntary design standards for vacant windows in commercial districts.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to direct Staff to request the City Attorney to draft design standards for vacant building windows in commercial properties.  Motion carried 5-0.

Public Hearing 

Community Involvement Program (CIP) is considering consolidating loans on various group homes and refinancing in one note.  The City of Hinckley will be the issuer. Since several of the homes are within the City of Sandstone, a public hearing must be held as the City must grant permission to the City of Hinckley for this to happen.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2008-11, resolution setting a Public Hearing regarding the issuance of revenue bonds to finance housing and health care facilities.    Motion carried 5-0.

Change Order # 1 – Sixth Street Reconstruction Project

The City has contracted with Gustafson Excavating to undertake the Sixth Street reconstruction project.  Gustafson is requesting a change order which would add costs to install two accessible pedestrian ramps in the amount of $900.00.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve Change Order #1 from Gustafson Excavating for $900.00 for pedestrian ramps.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf Operations report – June 9, Farmer’s Market 2008 plan, Planning Commission minutes – June 11.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received thank you letters from Ken Buehler, Lake Superior Railroad Museum, and from Dan Erhart I Steve Raukar, Northern Light Express Rail Alliance, for hosting the rail alliance meeting.  The City also received notification from the LMC of its selection to participate in a case study on post retirement health care benefits.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members of the Coalition of Greater MN Cities presentation and the Golf Course workshop on July 2nd.  He also noted that the siren now works for both tornado warning and for civil defense, that the ECRDC budget public hearing is on June 23rd, that the Regional Forum on Aging is being held June 26th in North Branch, and that the LGA forum will be on June 25th in Roseville.  He provided updates on the following:  storm water pond fencing – will soon be finished; Ashley Street streetlight – Minnesota Power is waiting for a permit from MNDOT, Sixth Street project – the cement work should be started on Monday, Train Park electrical upgrade – Drilling Electric is waiting for Minnesota Power to install new poles; and an application for an FCI Community Service project – work in the cemetery.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:37 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

