CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

July 9, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
Frederickson, L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Spartz

Members absent:
Riley

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Mayor Atterbury; Gene LaLonde 

Vice Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second Frederickson to approve the June minutes.  Motion approved 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Project Updates

Hospital – Officially they are awaiting the feasibility work to be completed.  Unofficially there are a lot of discussions and negotiations underway.

Rail station – Preferred option is a station at the Mille Lacs Band casino with the City becoming the site of a cleaning facility and a station.  The Band has not yet completed their feasibility work nor have they committed to the project.    

Golf Course – The Course is losing money and the City is looking at ways to reduce and eliminate their negative cash balance.   City will determine whether the improvements will improve revenue and create a break-even operation.

Big Box

City is marketed the freeway property to Cabelas.  They stated that the area lacks sufficient population and traffic counts to even be considered.  They did critique the City’s proposal when asked and gave it high marks.

Design Standards – Vacant Buildings

Council did adopt the proposed design standards with one change and agreed that compliance would be voluntary.  They also authorized Attorney to develop an ordinance for consideration that would set minimum building standards.

Re Use Permits for Commercial and Industrial properties

The issue is how the City could control reuses of commercial of industrial properties through requiring a zoning or use permit.

When the new occupant comes into a building there is no review or approval by the City to see if the use would require a conditional use permit or if it is even a permitted use at all.

The City Attorney provided a memo on some proposed ordinance language.  The review would be administrative and the Administrator as the Zoning Officer could issue the permit upon review if it is compliance with the ordinance.

There was discussion about the time it might require of the staff.  The staff feels it would be minimal as there is little turnover each year and doing the permit would actually reduce time that staff uses when it has to deal with a use that is not compatible.

Motion Spartz, second L Gafkjen to direct attorney to prepare a draft ordinance requiring a zoning and/or use permit for occupancy in buildings in commercial and industrial zoned districts.  Motion approved 5-0.

Additional discussion began when staff brought to the Commission’s attention the possibility that PHASE, with the assistance of Pine County, may start a recycling operation in the old Chris Food Center building.  They would need a CUP but points out the need for a use permit.

NEW BUSINESS

OTHER

Free Church property development 

The plan is for the consultants to have a Preliminary Plat for Commission review at its August meeting.

Park Improvement Plans

Staff shared with Commission the latest draft by the Park & Recreation Commission of park improvements with cost estimates.

There was considerable discussion about specifics but from a land use standpoint there was nothing proposed outside of the Comprehensive Plan.  Staff was directed to make sure proposed Robinson Park improvements can be done in Flood Plain and Shorelands Districts.

Commission members had opinions on which projects should be done and in what priority. 

ADJOURN
Motion Spartz, second L Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 7:45 pm. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

