SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 1, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

ROLL CALL 

Members present:

Bonander, Gafkjen, Atterbury, Johnson, Bonander

Members absent:

none

Staff present:


Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Judy Britton, Dave Barnick, Rick Maitrejean, Chuck Vork

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance as led by Rachel Johnson and Sadey

Beck.

ADDITION OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve the agenda with the deletion of no Feb.15

minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

none

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

Water was shut off in part of Sandstone on February 26 at around 8:30 a.m. Dave Barnick 

stated that there was a problem with a gas main that was too close to the problem 

area. Council Member Johnson stated that the citizens were not warned and there could 

have been a better job done of notification. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS 

Council Member Johnson updates her proposal to pursue creating a Teen Council. The council would consist of five students in tenth to twelfth grade. They would be voted into office.  The Teen Council would meet once or twice a month and have elections once a year, member would have to dedicate one year to this. Johnson would also like the paper to give a section to the Teen Council once a month.  

Motion Atterbury, second Gafkjen to consider Council Member Johnson’s request to start a Teen Council when presented additional information. Motion carried 5-0.        

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve consent agenda as follows: Hand Checks, 

approve parade route for Veteran’s Memorial parade, approve closing of streets and 

highways for parade, authorize Clerk and Deputy Clerk to attend LMC Loss Control 

Workshop, accept Irene Sandell resignation from CDAC, approve gambling permit for the Sportsman’s Club on Nov 4 and June 3. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Claims 

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $27,065.81. 

Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS 

Approve 2006 Fire Formula 

Each year the City determines the fire formula costs for the City and townships. City held 

a special meeting on February 22 to review and discuss the proposed fire formula for 

payable 2006. Several changes were recommended from the meeting. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve the 2006 Fire Formula as presented. Motion 

Carried 5-0.

Master Gardeners project at Interchange – update 

Council directed staff to investigate further a proposed landscaping program with MNDOT at the interchange. An application must be submitted to the MNDOT. The application must include the development a sponsor committee, developing a plan with the Master Gardeners; provide funds and develop a list of volunteers. If approved, MNDOT would provide the plantings and the City would provide the labor and arrange for maintain of plantings. Probable planting time would be this fall. Pine County Master Gardeners will come to a Council meeting to explain program in detail when it gets started. 

No action requested.

Community Service Project with FCI – update

The City has a number of projects it would like to complete but does not have the staff to do so. The FCI has stated they would be interested in establishing Community Service Projects with the City. The first project the City would like to undertake to see how well the program works would be the May 6 community clean-up day. Inmates could unload and weigh items brought in, pick up yard waste, and do park and alley clean up.

Issues for the City include how inmates will be transported and what level of supervision needs to be provided.  The FCI would provide the training for the supervisors. To help answer communii8yt questions and concerns, Warden Cross has agreed to present further information from the FCI side and take questions from the public about the program. 

Attaboy Taxi has volunteered to provide transportation and staff developed a list of groups to ask about volunteering to receive training to supervise these projects.  

No action requested. 

NEW BUSINESS
Consider proceeding with Storm Water study 
As part of the City’s surface water utility, the Council has planned to develop a storm water management plan. Some of the funds collected are budgeted to go towards a storm water management plan with the City budgeting $6,000 in 2006. The proposal would cost $24,000 dollars. 

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve the proposed storm water management plan contract with SEH subject to amending the agreement for it to happen over two years.   Motion carried 4-1.

Consider approval of Hazardous, Combustible & Flammable Liquids Standards

The Safety Committee has been working to develop a safety plan for the City. The committee is requesting the Council approve adding standards and procedures for the storage, issuance, handling, and accountability for flammable liquids, hazardous materials and poisonous substances.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt the proposed addition to the City Safety Plan. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider adoption of Time Clock Policy

City Hall currently uses a time clock and a time clock is being installed at the Golf Course. This will not answer all attendance and tracking issues but will bring all employees under one system. The City will still use existing payroll paperwork to track leave and sick time as well as tracking certain activities.  The use of a time clock is within the purview of management rights under the union contract. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adopt the Time Clock Policy. Motion carried 5-0. 

Consider off sale liquor license address change – Maitrejean 

Rick Maitrejean has an off sale liquor license for the Quartyard. Mr. Maitrejean proposes to move the Quartyard operation from its current location to the Grapevine Building. This location change must be approved by Council. An application needs to be submitted by Mr. Maitrejean to the State who will allow the move subject to Council approval and inspection by the State.  He will be charged staff time and expenses. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve address change for the Quartyard off sale liquor license. Motion carried 5-0.   

Consider lease agreement with DNR for helibase

The City has been giving the DNR permission each spring and fall to use the airport site for fire suppression activities. The DNR wants to formalize the arrangement with a license agreement. The agreement would reimburse the City for certain utility costs and any road repair costs. The City would also allow use of the city owned hangar by DNR for emergency weather protection for the helicopter. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve the proposed lease and authorize Mayor and Administrator to sign said lease. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider adjustment to water bill – Bible

Jason Bible is requesting a $99.53 credit on his utility bill. Mr. Bible states that there was a cash payment made on his account in the amount of $72.02. He provided a copy of an initialed payment stub dated Nov 17. Mr. Bible believes that the difference of $27.46 is the result of late fees, etc charged by the City. 

The Utility Billing Clerk prepared a memo stating that the City has no credit transaction in Mr. Bible’s account in the amounts stated. City does have note from the UB Clerk that she had talked to Mr. Bible on Nov 28 that payment for $72.07 not received. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to deny the request from Mr. Bible to adjust his utility account in the amount of $99.53 unless Staff discovers any proof of payment. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Policy change in making utility bill adjustments

There have been a number of requests for utility bill adjustments recently. Current policy requires Council action to adjust a utility bill. Many of the adjustment requests on utility bills have been a result of staff error or in errant checks. Council Member Edmond is suggesting that Council change policy to allow staff, without Council approval, to make minor adjustments to utility bills because of staff error or errant checks, etc if the adjustment amount is less than $100. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the policy change and allow the City Administrator to make minor adjustments to utility bills for staff errors, errant checks, etc as long as the adjustment is for less than $100. Motion carried 5-0. 

Accept resignation of Stephanie Lee – Assistant Clerk position

Council recently hired Stephanie Lee as Assistant Clerk. She has submitted her resignation to take another job. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the resignation of Stephanie Lee. Motion carried 5-0. 

Accept hire for Assistant Clerk Position – recommended by Personnel Committee

The Personnel Committee decided to talk with the other four candidate finalists previously interviewed. They reinterviewed three of those candidates on March 1. On a vote of 2-1 the Personnel Committee recommends Alana Tyson be offered the position at $9 an hour, with an increase to $9.65 after the probationary period, with a start date in two weeks. This is a part time, 30 hours per week, non union position. 

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to hire Alana Tyson as the Assistant Clerk. Motion carried 4-1.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as followed: Summary of paid claims, Safety Committee minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS 

The Council received a written invitation to the dedication ceremony of the Veterans Memorial.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest:

March 15 Council meeting; Board of Review – April 24; Administrator taking vacation time week of March 20; Spring Clean-Up Day – May 6; and LMC Legislative Conference on March 30

ADJOURN

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 8:37 p.m.
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Randy Atterbury







Mayor

Attest:
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Jessica Hejny

Recording Secretary

SANDSTONE EDA

MEETING

March 1, 2006

Call to Order from Recess

Chairperson Jody Johnson called the meeting to order from recess at 8:40 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:

Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Bonander, Gafkjen, 

Members absent:

None

Staff present:

           Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny

Others present:


Judy Britton, Tim Franklin, 

Approve Agenda

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to approve the agenda with the deletion of approval of  minutes for February 15. Motion carried 5-0.

Public Hearing

None
Special Items of Business

None
Old and Continuing Business

None 

New Business

EDA loan request-Rostamkhani proposal

Manoucher Rostamkhani has made a request for a loan to begin work necessary for reusing the historic Sandstone Elementary school building. The money would be used to do some initial building clean-up and to hire consultants to conduct feasibility work and to develop a master plan for the redevelopment the building. There is an estimated total cost of $166,600 with a loan request for $49,980. He is requesting a ten-year term with an interest rate the same at that for ten year paper. Loan to be secured by a Promissory Note and Mortgage. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the loan and direct staff to complete loan paperwork. Motion carried 3-2. 

Fire Hall Property – Limited Site Investigation work

EDA has a Purchase Agreement with the Trilogy Development for a portion of the Fire Hall site. Trilogy did an environmental review of the site with testing done by West Central Environmental Consultants.  The testing revealed diesel fuel in one sample. The MPCA was notified as required by law. Trilogy needs a certain level of clearance so that they can proceed with their proposed development. MPCA requires additional testing before providing any kind of closure. The MPCA will require a Limited Site Investigation.  The Purchase Agreement has the EDA and Trilogy splitting the costs of the LSI.  Staff had gotten three proposals to undertake the LSI and in consultation with Trilogy has contracted with MSA Engineering to do the work.   Staff further consulted with Trilogy who understands that the LSI may result in the need to do a voluntary clean-up of the site which would be their financial responsibility before the MPCA would give closure. 

No action requested.

Reports

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to accept reports as follows: Wild River variance report and Wild River occupancy reports. 

ADJOURN

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn EDA meeting at 9:09 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.
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Jody Johnson, Chair

_______________________

Jessica Hejny, Recording Secretary
