SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

February 21, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Tina Doornink, Karen Wilson, Deputy Gary Frehse, and Darlene Kari

The Council recessed at 6:35 p.m. to attend to EDA business.

The Council reconvened at 7:03 p.m.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the deletion of 12I – Consider amending contract for antenna on water tower – T Mobile, adding instead, 12I – Consider setting special meeting for a workshop on the Facility Plan for sewer pond expansion.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Frehse reported that there was a total of 55 calls in the City of Sandstone during the month of January.  He anticipates that with warmer weather coming, there will be more movement during the night hours and advised the public to lock vehicles and to lock all valuables in the trunk.  Griffith added that the additional reports required by the new contract had been provided to the City.  Bonander pointed out that the service the City gets from its deputy is beyond the call of duty.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin asked about the status of Rostamkhani’s EDA loan.  Johnson mentioned that several residents have raised the issue of the future of the old elementary school building.  Bonander updated the Council on recent Chamber activities.  Atterbury clarified that he does not have a negative opinion of the police services, but only that he is interested in getting more effective service for the City’s money.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 7th and the special meeting minutes of February 15th.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Authorize City Administrator to advertise for the following job openings at appropriate times:  Temporary Golf positions, Deputy Clerk, Utility Billing Clerk; Authorize Administrator to set public hearings, mail and post notices for the assessment hearings for 2006 Sidewalk project and Minnesota Street project; Approve revised payable 2007 Fire Formula; and Approve Sportsmen Club applications for Exempt permit for raffles and waive 30 day waiting period for each – June 2, 2007 at Rich’s Bar and November 3, 2007 at Senior Center.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $31,772.04.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the January 2007 Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Smoking Ban

Pine Medical Center has enacted an employee policy to ban smoking within their facility and on their property.  They have requested that the City consider a smoking ban on all public property within 100 feet of the hospital and nursing home.  Pine Medical has proposed some language for such a ban and the City Attorney has found the proposed language acceptable.

Edmond raised the issue of enforcement.   Griffith responded that the City policy enhances Pine Medical’s employee policy and that they would probably be the party most interested in enforcement.  Johnson pointed out that the language provided would impact the neighborhoods of other medical facilities in the City, namely those surrounding the dental and chiropractic offices.  Atterbury pointed out that the ban would apply to the new property when the hospital moves to a new location.  Bonander clarified that the intent of the City ban would be to assist Pine Medical in achieving the intent of their employee policy and that it need not be applied to other medical facilities.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2007-03, an ordinance regulating smoking near medical facility, with the following amendment:  references to “Pine Medical Center” or a “medical facility” will be replaced with “hospital/nursing home” and that the distance of the ban is 60 feet rather than 100 feet.  Motion carried 5-0.

Property Assessment Contract

Mike Dangers, formerly a County employee who assessed Sandstone properties, is proposing to complete the assessments for Sandstone as an independent contractor.  Staff research indicates that the City will be charged, by the County, an additional data processing fee in the amount of $288.  The City would realize a savings of approximately $2,500 by contracting with Dangers.  

Bonander questioned whether Dangers would be present at the Board of Review and if he would have the same property assessment information which is available to the County.  Griffith responded that Dangers would attend the Board of Review and that all the assessment information is public.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to request that Mike Dangers submit a proposed contract for property assessment in the City of Sandstone as an independent assessor.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Removal of stop sign

Stadin had previously suggested that the stop sign on Court Avenue at Sixth Street be removed.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to remove the stop sign on Court at Sixth Street.  Motion carried 5-0.

Appointment of Golf Course Manager

The position for Golf Course Manger is currently vacant and the City needs to fill it quickly in order to open on time this spring.  The Personnel Committee has recommended that Gary Bowen be appointed to the position on a temporary basis.  Bowen is willing to fill the position.  

Atterbury wondered if there is a time frame involved.  Griffith responded that the job description will need to be reviewed and possibly amended and then the Personnel Committee and Golf Advisory Commission will proceed with the hiring process.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to appoint Gary Bowen as temporary Golf Course Manager.  Motion carried 5-0.

Animal control

Current City policy allows for a loose dog to be kept at the City Pound for up to 5 days, at which point the City attempts to place the animal at the Guardian Angels shelter in Pine City.  This arrangement has not always been satisfactory.  Out of discussions with Friends of Animals Humane Society of Carlton County, that shelter has proposed a contract into which the City could enter to care for this need.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to approve the proposed contract with Friends of Animals Humane Society of Carlton County.  Motion carried 5-0.

Feasibility Study – Free Church property

The Sandstone Evangelical Free Church is proceeding with plans to develop the 40 acre site it owns in town.  To do so requires a Feasibility study done by the City Engineer.  The Free Church has agreed to pay a portion of the cost of the study.  If the improvements are completed and the City assesses the cost of the study, the Church will receive a credit for monies already paid.

Bonander asked whether any of the property will be taxable.  Griffith responded that the Church does plan to sell a portion of the land for housing development.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007-03, Resolution ordering preparation of report (Feasibility study).  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider creating Public Safety staff committee

The Council has appointed Atterbury and Johnson to be Council representatives at the meeting in August regarding the law enforcement contract and hourly rate.  The point has been made that the City might wish to create a Public Safety Committee to review police reports and other public safety issues including Fire Department issues.  

Edmond stated that he is generally in favor of committees because they provide the Council with greater access to information while, at the same time, making efficient use of Council meeting time.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to rename the Police Contract Committee as the Public Safety Committee.  Motion carried 5-0.

Public Works – equipment purchase

Public Works Supervisor Mikrot has recommended that the City consider the purchase of a pickup box sander to enable Public Works to sand alleys, parking areas and other areas in which the larger truck cannot operate.  

Stadin wondered why the City is sanding alleys and parking areas.  Atterbury pointed out that the Public Works Supervisor currently takes the truck home with him and that the policy may need to be revised.  Edmond stated that he favored a dedicated truck if the sander is to be placed in the pickup box for the whole winter season.  Griffith pointed out that the Council will hold discussions regarding Capital Project expenditures in March.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to defer a decision on the purchase of a pickup sander until the Capital Projects discussion in March.  Motion carried 5-0.

Comprehensive Plan

The Council recently adopted amendments to the City’s Comprehensive Plan, one of which incorporated ideas from the Interchange Development Plan prepared by Thorbeck Architects.  The Planning Commission has recommended that the Council include the Interchange Design Plan as an addendum to the Comprehensive Plan.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to amend the Comprehensive Plan to include the Interchange Design Plan as an addendum.  Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution Regarding Transportation Funding

The LMC is recommending that the City adopt a resolution putting Sandstone on record as recommending that the state legislature pass a comprehensive transportation funding bill in the 2007 session.  

Edmond pointed out that the City has a particular interest in this resolution in that it has a ready example of what happens when 3 separate entities plow snow on public thoroughfares.  He also expressed support for funds dedicated to transportation issues.  However, he does not feel it is the City’s job to suggest funding sources.  Stadin pointed out that along with providing funding for transportation needs, dedicated funding can delay needed projects if the dedicated funds are already allocated elsewhere.  He feels that the passage of such a funding package hinders the abilities of the legislature to respond appropriately to transportation needs.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to adopt Resolution 2007-04, Resolution requesting comprehensive road and transit funding in 2007, deleting the paragraph dealing with funding options.  Motion carried 3-2.

Consider setting special meeting

The Council needs a 1-2 hour workshop to consider the issues of the Facility Plan for sewer ponds and other sanitation needs.  Consensus was to set a special meeting for March 7th at 5:30 p.m.  

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – February 14, Public Works operations – November 7 – February 2, PeopleService operations report – February 2.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Board of Review set for Tuesday, April 24 at 7 p.m.  He announced the Kettle River Paddle Festival on April 20-22 and the Community Clean-Up Day on Saturday, May 5th.  He also suggested that the Council members start planning for 2007 Capital Projects.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:50  p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor







____________________________________







Attest:







Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

