SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 4, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, George Castonguay, Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Jody Johnson, Deputy Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the agenda for March 4.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Gary Frehse gave his monthly report. He mentioned that there were a total of 90 calls for February, 7 of which were thefts, 8 of which were assaults, and others were medical and traffic related. 

Jody Johnson provided the Chamber report from the last quarter, including the Christmas party, new members, newsletter, and updating the membership. She also mentioned that she has been doing updates on the website, and replying to e-mails. 

Andrews noted that he had received several complaints about snowmobiles in town, noise and speed. However, with warmer weather coming this problem will soon be in the past. Griffith addressed two rumors that have been circulating in town. The first involves the Hospital Project. SMDC has officially announced that there will be no capital expenditures approved in the near future, however, planning for the Hospital Project continues. The second rumor involves the old school building. The EDA was the only bidder in the Sherriff’s Sale. The bid was for the amount owed on the loan plus legal fees. There is a six month redemption period. If the EDA does acquire the property it will be responsible for the back taxes and assessments.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve meeting minutes from February 18, 2009. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

There was none. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $30,697.42, less $1,095.00 which will be charged to the EDA for website setup.  Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Authorize Ehlers to proceed with documents for refinancing of FmHA bonds

Ehlers & Associates has reviewed the City’s bonds and has suggested refunding certain ones. 

Motion Andrews, second Stadin to direct Ehlers to prepare such documents and notices as are needed for the refunding of the 1994 FmHA bonds for Council review and approval. Motion carried 5-0.

Discuss Animal Control Ordinance

Due to a recent tragic incident, the Council has been considering amending the Animal Control Ordinance. The City Attorney has suggested some language which would regulate activities involving wild animals within the City limits, specifically a permitting process and advanced notification of neighbors. 

Andrews wondered who would be enforcing this ordinance and who would be responsible for the notification. Griffith responded that he, as the Animal Control Officer, or his deputy, JoAnne Pelligrini, would be responsible for enforcement. 

Edmond pointed out that having such a permitting process would help protect the City from liability. Atterbury suggested a fine if the permitting process were violated.  However, Griffith pointed out that collection of such a fine would be problematic. Currently Minnesota Wildlife Connections uses the south portion of the KREEC property, which borders its land, for photography purposes. There was discussion as to whether an exemption to the proposed amendment should be made so that this activity can continue as is. Andrews voiced the opinion that no exception should be made. 

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to direct the City Attorney to expand the language of the amended animal control ordinance to include more specific requirements for reporting restraint procedures and safety plans. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS

Approve survey proposal for the Well Site

As part of the process of acquiring property for the future development of an additional City well, the Council considered a proposal for a survey to split the desired parcel into two parcels, one for well development and one for the hospital. The survey would determine the new legal descriptions and set the easements when the property is acquired. Kester recused himself from the vote as he currently owns the property in question. Atterbury asked if the City will pay surveying fees twice, once now and later when the hospital develops. Griffith responded affirmatively, however he pointed out that the survey for the well site can be paid for out of the Water Fund. 

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the contract with Kroschel Land Surveying to undertake the survey necessary for a parcel split (minor subdivision) to allow for acquisition of the well site. Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention.

Approve survey proposal and ROW acquisition-Dunne

The EDA has a purchase agreement for the Jensen property. There is an unresolved issue about the easement and a survey is necessary. 

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the proposal from Kroschel Land Surveyors to survey a 30 ft. easement along the eastern boundary of the Aimee Dunne property, and further to approve the easement agreement between the City and Aimee Dunne upon the completion of the survey. Motion carried 5-0.

Community Ed Request

City has once again received a request from the Community Ed to help sponsor a lifeguard for the summer swimming activities. Andrews asked if the City had any liability in this activity, and Griffith responded in the negative.

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to help sponsor a lifeguard for the Community Ed summer swimming program in 2009 in an amount of $600. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept reports as follows:  Summary of Paid Claims, Fire Department minutes-February 23, Relief Association minutes-February 23, and Community Rail Station minutes-February 10. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator once again mentioned the Robinson Park Clean-Up-Day which is Saturday, April 25, and the Kettle River Paddle Fest-May 1st and 2nd.  He also noted an Appliance/Electronics drop-off at the Hinckley Transfer Station for the week of March 24th and that 14 applications were received for the Golf Grounds Supervisor with 5 interviews scheduled. He reminded everyone of the ECRDC Golf Course analysis-March 18, 6 pm (Council Workshop), Transportation Forum with Oberstar-March 13, 1 pm in Cambridge, Local Government Sustainability Workshop-March 19, noon in St. Paul, LMC Legislative Day for Cities-April 29, at the Capitol, and the Business and Workforce Conference-April 29, in Hinckley. He noted the Community Rail Station Committee Meeting on March 10 in Mora, and the Rail Alliance Meeting on March 25 at the Pine County Courthouse. He also mentioned that March is food shelf month.  

Council recessed at 7:57

Mayor called the Council back into session at 8:14.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Budget and Expenditures for 2009/2010

Griffith reviewed the 2009/2010 project list. This list includes items in the following categories: Old School, Hospital Land, Hospital, Well, 2009 Street Projects, Drainage Projects, Park Improvements, Train, Capital Projects, Airport Property and Utilities. Potential sources of revenue include using Reserves, monies form utility funds, an Inter-fund Loan, and fees. 

Information was provided regarding the expected 2009 budget shortfall in the Water Fund of about $19,000 and about $73,000 in the Sewer Fund. The primary reason for this is that people are using less water and that the FCI expansion is creating less sewer usage than expected.  Council will need to consider adjusting the water and sewer rates.

No action taken at this time. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:43 p.m.
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:







Sam Griffith, City Clerk

