SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 21, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Bonander,  Atterbury, Johnson, Edmond

Members absent: 
Gafkjen

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny, Stadin CATV

Others present:
Judy Britton, Kelsey Haupt, Rachael Johnson, Tim Franklin, Greg Anderson - SEH, Gene LaLonde – Snake River Land Planning

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve agenda with addition of a Special Business item - Teen Council and Item 9E cemetery lot sales. Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Teen Council

Kelsey Haupt and Rachael Johnson made a short presentation about having a Teen Council. They suggested projects such as a clean up day at the cemetery, neighborhood watch, assisting in the planning of the skate park, etc. Goals include getting involved with anti-meth advertising and creating a youth center. The Teen council would have fund raisers for projects and report back once a month. 

Revised Preliminary Plat

Gene LaLonde presented information on revisions made to the Thorvig and Johnson preliminary plats based on wetland delineations and some redesign. Also, MNDOT may request additional right of way for turn and pass lanes. The storm water retention pond has been made larger. 

Area Utility Fees

Greg Anderson of SEH presented the various options. There are five areas that may be developed. How is the ‘backbone’ infrastructure to be paid for and how much will this benefit the entire city? If these fees are implemented he recommends that a cost index be used to increase fees every year.   Council review determined that Option 3 was the best as it is based on gross area and includes wetlands. There was a short discussion if the City would pay a portion of the total fee.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to go direct that Trunk Area Utility Fees be implemented using option three with an annual inflation factor and that the developer will pay 100% of the fee. Motion carried 4-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

The Courier ad thanking Chuck Vork was praised. Member Edmonds thanked the organizers of the Veterans Memorial parade and program. Member Bonander complained about road conditions by Lions Hill. Mayor Atterbury suggested craft shows during Quarry Days with reduced prices to attract more vendors. Veteran’s Memorial still has some additional work to be done. Member Johnson asked about condition of the landscaping at the Kettle River Townhomes.  Is there additional landscaping that was to be done? 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve June 7 minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

None

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept consent agenda as follows: Hand Checks; Approval sale and perpetual care payment; set public hearing for Comprehensive Plan amendment; Adopt resolution 2006 – 15 – Lions Club donations; approve sale and perpetual care payments. 

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Claims

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept and pay claims in the amount of $33,662.45. Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Capital Projects

City Hall desperately needs a new phone system. They received 3 quotes. Two systems are digital and one is hybrid. Deputy Clerk Grundmeier’s memo stated that all the systems are pretty equal so the City should go with the least expensive since any system would be fine. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to go with best price which would be IVX 128 system from Communications World for $ 3,870.37. Motion carried 4-0. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Minnesota Street

Last year the City received a petition to improve Minnesota Street. SEH undertook a Feasibility Study. The City authorized SEH to update the cost estimates. City needs to review the estimate and set a public hearing to take public comment before deciding whether or not to proceed with the improvement. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve adoption of Resolution 2006 – 14 to receive the report and set a public hearing for July 5. Motion carried 4-0.

Hire of Public Works Supervisor

Eight applications were submitted for the job. They were reviewed and three were invited for interviews. Two of the interviews were called back for a second short interview. The Personnel Committed recommended offering the position to John Mikrot. Hire subject to a review of credentials and references and a pre-employment physical and drug test.  There would be a pay increase upon successful completion of probationary period. 

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve hire of John Mikrot for the full time Public Works Supervisor position starting at $17.90 an hour subject to review of references and pre-employment physical and drug tests.  Motion carried 4-0.

Authorize SEH to prepare feasibility study on sidewalks

This is year two of the City’s sidewalk improvement project.  There are some sidewalks to be either removed or replaced. There are also alley aprons to be done as well as finishing the work in front of the Fire Hall.  Cost will be estimated for some curb and gutter work along Main Street that should be reimbursed by the County.  The report will also include a possible route and costs for a new sidewalk to the new grocery store. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to authorize SEH to prepare a feasibility report on the remaining sidewalk improvements and to publish public hearing notices as soon as feasible to avoid any loss of time. Motion carried 4-0.

Review Section 920 City Code – Curfew Ordinance

In 1996 the City amended the city curfew to bring itself into conformity with other cities in the County. The City has had some discussion about the enforceability of the curfew ordinance.  Staff provided each member with a copy of the ordinance.   There was a general discussion and the consensus of the Council was that there was no need to change the ordinance at this time.

REPORTS 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows; Summary of Paid Claims, Health & Nuisance Memo, Planning Commission Minutes, PeopleService operations report, Library Board minutes, Park and Recreation Commission minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Letter from the Minnesota State Auditor and our response. 

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest: more Community Service Projects approved – City Hall landscaping, Painting Chalet at Lions Hill; MNDOT work on HWY 23/123 and Safety Training – July 20

ADJOURN

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:37 p.m. Motion carried 4-0. 
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