SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 21, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Public Works Supervisor John Mikrot, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Golf Course Manager Bowen, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Andrea Hormillosa, Gene Lalonde, Tina Doornink, Kari Netzel, Chelsa Kitley

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda with the deletion of 7A-Approval of Meeting Minutes for November 7, 2007, and the addition of 13D-Sandstone Fire Relief Association minutes—October 22 and Sandstone Fire and Rescue minutes—October 22.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

John Mikrot-Public Works Report

Mr. Mikrot reported that the pickup truck has been ordered, the skid steer will be delivered next week, and the street signs are in.  Stop signs have been installed at the new grocery store.  He is still looking to purchase a sander.    Work on the alley drainage issue will start next week.

Tina Doornink-Great Lakes Management

Ms. Doornink—Great Lakes Management, provided the third quarterly report.  She noted that for the first time the townhomes are fully occupied.  She also stated that with a full time maintenance person more issues are taken care of resulting in greater resident satisfaction.  An inspection has been completed for each unit to determine needed repairs.  

Gary Bowen-Golf Course Report

Mr. Bowen, Golf Course Manager, provided the Council with the year-end report.  He noted that there were 141 members this year.  There were 78,068 recorded rounds of golf played; however, that many more unrecorded rounds were played.  The 2008 Expansion Program is eagerly anticipated.  The Golf Course is now closed for the season.  Mr. Bowen’s recommendation to the Council is that rates remain the same for next year, with the same incentives.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Council member Bonander informed the Council of a two page story in the magazine Minnesota Trails about Ice Fest III.  He also reported that the next Chamber meeting’s speaker, Jennifer Byers, of the Minnesota State Chamber of Commerce, will be addressing the subject of transportation.  He also mentioned that Tim Zwickey, hospital CEO, sent a letter to the City commending Administrator Griffith on his “professional” conduct, saying that he was an “asset to the City.”  Atterbury questioned whether the City could return a portion of a previous Lion’s Club donation for the Recreation Area in order that the Lions could purchase and develop a playground at the old elementary school building.  Stadin pointed out that the City cannot return the money because it has been spent.  Griffith stated that the City would need a written request from the Lion’s Club that the donation be transferred to another project so that the Council could consider what action to take. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Delinquent accounts-Water, Sewer, and Storm Water Charges

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to open the Public Hearing at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

A list of the delinquent accounts was placed in the newspaper and property owners were notified by mail.  There was no public comment.  Owners will have until November 29 to make payments otherwise staff will certify the accounts to the County on November 30.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to close the Public Hearing at 7:35 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Atterbury questioned if the landlords are notified.  Griffith stated that both the property owner and the tenant get a copy of the notice.  Stadin asked about the water shut-off date.  Griffith responded that water would be shut off December 7th for any unpaid bills.  Johnson noted that with direct withdrawal available, no resident can claim they forgot to pay their bill.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to direct staff to certify unpaid and delinquent accounts to the County Auditor for any amounts over ten dollars.  Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve transfers as per 2007 budget; Set Levy Adoption hearing for December 19th at 7:30 p.m.; Approve cemetery deed and accept perpetual care payment for Sterner—Lot four feet N of Kuhm (descendant lot) Section I, Original Cemetery. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $83,713.56.  Motion carried 5-0.

Finance Officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report for October 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Consider Ordinance 2007-11—Lock Box Ordinance

The Lock Box ordinance has been extensively discussed at previous meetings.  Bonander informed the rest of the Council of an electronic deadbolt system installed by a business owner.  The system is capable of holding up to six different codes, and the Fire Department could be provided with the current code.  Griffith pointed out that this type of system has a greater potential security risk than the lock boxes.  Gene Lalonde added that, in the event of a power outage, there is a key bypass.  Johnson reminded the Council that there are only a small number of businesses in town with dial-out alarms that will be impacted by this new ordinance.  Stadin also noted that the Fire Department will now be compensated for their time with the new provisions of the ordinance.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2007-11, an ordinance amending section 905.27 of the Sandstone City Code regarding locked key boxes; and adding new section 905.29 regarding fire alarm systems. Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Consider request for new street light—Ashley &Highway 123

Chris’ Food has requested that a streetlight be installed at the intersection of Ashley and Highway 123.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to direct staff to request installation of street light from MnPower at the intersection of Ashley and Highway 123.  Motion carried 5-0.

Storm Water Project—MPJ Enterprises

The City has contracted with MPJ Enterprises to do a storm water project on 6th Street and the alley.  The project is completed and MPJ Enterprises has submitted a request for payment with two change orders: Change Order #1-increase costs $5,030.60 for additional pipe costs and manholes and  Change Order #2-reduce costs $3,926.26 based on unit costs for materials installed.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve Change Order #1 and Change Order #2 for the 6th Street storm water project which would increase the total project cost to $39,030.39.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve a payment of $39, 030.39 to MPJ Enterprises for the 6th Street storm water project, subject to submission of ICU-34 and lien waivers.  Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize MSA to proceed with Sixth Street Improvement Project planning

The City has undertaken storm water improvements on 6th Street at the alley, and intends to proceed with street improvements. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to authorize MSA Engineering to prepare new cost estimates for a 6th Street street reconstruction project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider Ordinance 2007-14-amend Liquor codes

Minnesota recently passed the Freedom to Breathe Act which outlawed smoking in public buildings, and also allowed for business establishments to accommodate their smoking patrons.  The City needs to amend its code to allow outdoor service of alcohol.  Bonander recused himself from the discussion due to the fact that he owns a licensed establishment in town.  

According to the ordinance, the City may issue a special endorsement which would allow the holder of on-sale intoxicating liquor or an on-sale malt liquor license to allow sales and consumption of alcohol outdoors at his establishment.

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adopt Ordinance 2007-14, an ordinance amending Sandstone City code to add a new section 1225 regarding outdoor alcohol service and consumption endorsement.  Motion carried 4-0, one abstention (Bonander). 

PETITIONS AND COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS (CON’T.)

Carrie Forest appeared before the Council to complain about a neighbor on Park Avenue whose dog barks continuously when outdoors.  City Hall has been made aware of the situation and both the Animal Control Officer and the Administrator have attempted to observe the situation firsthand, with no success.  City code requires that the Animal Control Officer, the Administrator, or the deputy must hear the dog continuously barking for five minutes in order for any action to be taken.  Griffith pressed Ms. Forest for more specific information in order to accommodate her request and instructed her to call the non-emergency sheriff’s number if the dog barking occurs after hours.  

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims: Planning Commission Minutes—November 14; PeopleService operations report—November 9; Sandstone Fire and Relief Association minutes—October 22; and Sandstone Fire Rescue meeting minutes—October 22.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the upcoming Truth in Taxation Hearing on December 5th at 6:30 and the Budget & Levy Adoption Public Hearing on December 19th.  He also noted that the Holiday Lights will be installed November 29th.  Gene Lalonde added that the railroad committee will meet on November 30th .  He also noted that the first draft of the feasibility study will be available in December.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:38 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

