SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

November 4, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Verne Jensen, Kathleen Jensen, Deputy 


  
 Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mayor Atterbury read the East Central Regional Library 50th Anniversary Proclamation.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve the agenda for November 4, with the addition of 13C-Golf Advisory minutes, 13D-Golf Advisory update, 13E-Fire Department minutes, 13F- Relief Association minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin noted that the lights were out on Main Street again. Griffith stated that a new timer had been installed, and he would check on it. Kester mentioned that Mr. Slama had told him that a fence was being put up around the junkyard and he wanted the Council aware that he was attempting to come into compliance with the City ordinance. Andrews brought up the problem of Pine Medical employees parking out on the street in front of resident mailboxes. Griffith said that this has been an ongoing problem and he would bring it up with the Hospital Administrator next week. Atterbury commented positively on the appearance of the signs/awnings at the food shelf. Deputy Frehse reported that there had been 87 calls in the City of Sandstone for the month of October, which included 23 medicals, 4 assaults, 6 thefts, 4 disturbances and 1 vehicle theft which was perpetrated by a juvenile who has since been caught. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for October 21. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Approve advertise and hire of Warming House Attendant, 9B-Authorize Administrator attendance at Industrial development workshop on November 19-pay expenses include lodging, 9C-Approve sale and receipt of perpetual care payment 4 feet north of lot 9, Section D, 1st addition-Parsons, 9D-Approve sale and receipt of perpetual care payment lot 44, section F, 2nd addition-Tomscak and Anderson. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Atterbury, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $30,913.88. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

2010 budget

On December 2, the Council will hold a Truth in Taxation hearing. In preparation to do so, they discussed the following items, all of which have policy ramifications:  
· Law Enforcement contract 

The proposed law enforcement contract for the years 2010/2011 calls for a 14% increase over the course of those two years. Edmond stated that he felt the increase was outrageous and wanted to look at other regional options. Atterbury pointed out that 43% of a Pine County resident’s property tax already goes to law enforcement. He wanted to know about the police response in towns with no police contract. Griffith responded that, as an example, Askov has an active neighborhood watch and has installed cameras in the downtown area. Stadin pointed out that Sandstone is the smallest municipality that pays for a deputy. Andrews, who was at the meeting with the Sheriff’s Department, agreed that the discussion was not a “negotiation.” He also calculated that a 14% increase over a two year period amounts to approximately $4-5 per year per resident. Griffith clarified the question by asking how much police protection the City can afford. Andrews requested that more details regarding the calls in Sandstone be provided so that the Council could determine exactly what kind of calls our contract officer is responding to. In response to discussion regarding alternative means of providing police protection, Griffith stated that there are no State statutes requiring that the City provide law enforcement. He also brought up the issues of the housing for “City prisoners” and the difficulty in calculating dispatcher costs.   

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the 2010/2011 law enforcement contract, with Pine County and to authorize Mayor and Administrator to sign, subject to review of the written contract. Motion carried 4-1.

· Public Works-create full time position
The Council had previously considered making the second Public Works position into a full-time one. Edmonds stated that despite the advantages he didn’t feel that the City could afford it. He noted that he had nothing personal against the current employee. Andrews asked what was the Administrator’s recommendation. Griffith responded that he is recommending that this position be made full-time. Andrews also wanted to know what the additional costs would be, and if the individual would be looking for other employment if he was not given these additional hours and benefits. Griffith responded that there would be approximately $16,000 of additional costs, mostly benefits, and that this employee has not indicated that he would seek other employment if his status was not upgraded. Stadin pointed out that other businesses and government entities aren’t hiring right now and he didn’t feel that Sandstone should be either. 

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to not make the part-time Public Works position into a full-time one. Motion carried 5-0.  

· Budget matters-wages of non-union employees

Griffith asked if the Council’s desire was to authorize a pay increase for non-union employees. There was some discussion regarding pay equity, and there was a consensus to review this issue again at the next meeting. 

· Fire Building fund reimbursement 
The Council authorized the transfer to the EDA $100,000 from the Fire Department Building Reserve Fund to make the principal redemption payment on the 1990 Public Facilities Bond. Sandstone Township Supervisor Roger Vork had asked if the City intends to repay the Fund. Griffith informed the Council that debt service on the Fire Hall is not part of the Fire Formula. Edmond requested that some additional workshops be held with the Townships rather than just an annual Fire Formula meeting. Griffith suggested that a committee be formed who would meet with the townships on a quarterly basis. 

Motion Andrews, second Atterbury to not reimburse the Fire Building Reserve Fund. Motion carried 5-0. 

Commercial Building maintenance

Griffith informed the Council that commercial building owners who had received violation letters and who had been notified of their right to appeal had until October 30th to file a written appeal to appear before the City Council. No written appeals had been received. 

The Council reviewed the memorandum from the City Attorney regarding actions it could take to secure or raze a hazardous building. The proposed resolution ordering the securing of the milk drying plant building has no deadline at which the property owner must comply, however staff pointed out that the owner will have 14 days to comply after notification.  
Motion Atterbury, second Andrews to approve Resolution 2009-36, a resolution ordering the securing of property at 914 State Highway 23 North in Sandstone. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEWBUSINESS

Final Plat-Meadow Woods

The City had previously approved the final plat for Meadow Woods, with conditions, all of which have been met except the Development Agreement. City ordinance requires that the City accept the public dedication of lands and improvements in the final plat in an action separate from the plat approval action. 

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2009-35, a resolution accepting the public dedication of land and improvements in the Meadow Woods Plat. Motion carried 5-0. 

Verne Jensen-subdivision proposal

Verne Jensen appeared before the Council to present a proposal for his 10-acre parcel west of the Golf Course. Specifically, he is proposing to use holding tanks on the lots he develops as this location has no City sewer. He stated his development hinges on continuing improvements at the Golf Course Also, Mr. Jensen does not want to petition for a feasibility study, due to the perceived negative impact on the neighbors. 

Edmond stated that he was not in favor of holding tanks. Additionally, he thought that the Golf Course expansion issue may not be resolved before Mr. Jensen is requesting. Andrews agreed that the Golf Course issues need to be resolved first, and he wasn’t certain that would happen by spring. 

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to direct Staff to have the City Attorney draw up language, which amends the City Ordinance, to allow for holding tanks within the City. Motion carried 3-2. 

REPORTS

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, Relief Association minutes-August. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave his monthly report. He reminded the Council of the Truth in Taxation hearing on December 2, that the date for the next Planning Commission meeting had been changed to Thursday November 12, and that there will be no Park and Recreation Commission meeting in November. 

He also mentioned the following: Healthy Communities workshop-Little Falls on November 10, Boy Scouts Turkey Trot 5 K run and walk-November 14, NLX Informational project/environmental meeting-December 10 in Hinckley, and a Rural Broadband workshop-November 18 and 19. 

He also noted that a contract for repairs to the City Garage had been signed, and that the contract for the Herdina ROW had been signed. Finally, he mentioned that support letters were written for Pine Medical/First Responders training grant application.

Recess for Union Negotiations at 8:37 p.m.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Union Negotiations

The Council directed the Administrator to respond to the Union in writing concerning the issue discussed in the Closed Session and further that the Administrator is directed to investigate and report on developing a step pay system.

ADJOURN

Motion, second to adjourn at p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

