CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

February 11, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
J. Frederickson; R. Frederickson, L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Riley                      

Members absent:
Hilty & Spartz

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Andy Andrews

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second J Frederickson to approve December minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Staff provided an update on the major projects facing the City.  

The Free Church has decided not to pursue further development until the Hospital project moves forward.  They have stated that they cannot afford the fees and assessments that would be required if they did the project as a stand-alone.  The City and the Church have reached agreement on the right of way for the new street.

The Hospital project should have all feasibility work completed by the middle of this month. The City is waiting for SMDC to publicly announce the project, as the City cannot submit funding requests to the Federal EDA or the state for infrastructure help.  The project can qualify for federal stimulus funds but the timing and the definition of “shovel-ready” could be a problem for the project.  It looks like the project will also include a new nursing home and an assisted living project all at about the same time.  

The Rail Station project is proceeding at its own pace with the PEIS, the programmatic environmental impact study, starting in the next couple of months.  The PEIS will review all station sites and provide information about station use and viability.  The NLX group has a request in for money from the 2009 state bonding bill for dollars to match some federal dollars.  Some of that money would be for station development planning.   Staff has spent time working with the Pine County Rail Authority to keep them involved.  The NLX group has also created a Community Station Advisory Committee of which the city is a member.  This committee meets to discuss issues of common interest to the cities looking for a station.

The Golf Course expansion project is probably not going to happen in 2009 as the Council is first looking at making operational improvements to keep the course open in 2010 and with the loss of local government aid the City will reassess spending on capital projects.

NEW BUSINESS

Zoning of Rail Station area

Staff handed out a map of the proposed station layout and asked the Commission to begin thinking about the land use implications of a rail station being located in the City.  The Planning Commission has the obligation to consider the what-if possibilities of such a development.  Studying existing land uses and beginning a discussion about what would be appropriate or not appropriate uses near the site.

Staff also handout a copy of the City of Coon Rapids transit development guidelines for use by the Commission.  It shows how Coon Rapids approached the planning for a commuter rail station and can be used as a general guide.

This topic will continue on future agendas for consideration.

Proposed changes to Shorelands regulations by the State

The State is proposing some changes to shorelands regulations. They are in the public hearing stage and the new regulations could be in place by mid-summer.  The City has Skunk Creek and the Kettle River in shorelands zoning districts and will be impacted by these changes, as 90% of our shorelands regulations are DNR regulations.  The regulations will require that we revisit our Comprehensive Plan to make sure the Planning Commission and the City have considered certain elements before setting up its regulations.  Because we have limited development along our shorelands areas it should make for any real major change.  This will be reviewed again when the regulations are finalized.  

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second Riley to adjourn meeting at 7:35 pm. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

