SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 17, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:09 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:       Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin

Members absent:        Edmond, Bonnander 

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Public Works Supervisor John Mikrot, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Gene Lalonde, Tim Franklin, Andy Spartz, Kari Netzel, George Castonguay, Andrea Hormillosa, Gary Frehse

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 12E—Fire Hall Carpet and Tile Replacement.  Motion carried 3-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Public Works Supervisor John Mikrot reported that he has acquired sand and salt for the winter, the truck and backhoe are being readied for snow removal, and new street signs have been ordered and will arrive soon.

Deputy Frehse reported that the Sheriff’s Department has moved into their new offices at the new courthouse.  He noted that there were 51 calls in September.  Complaints about a camper on Old Military Road have been resolved.  Damage to the Federated Propane building by a pellet gun is being investigated.  There was a similar problem in Hinckley and Pine City.  There have been reports of juveniles in the area who claim to be affiliated with the Latin Kings street gang.  The group is allegedly led by an adult.  Deputy Frehse recommended that community members be aware.  The idea of a Neighborhood Watch was discussed again and Griffith agreed that the City will advertise to see if residents are interested in participating.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin mentioned that the street lights are back to working order.

Griffith noted that letters regarding “junk” had resulted in several areas being cleaned up.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes of October 3, 2007.  Motion carried 3-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Lock Box Ordinance

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to open the Lock Box Ordinance Public Hearing at 7:23 pm.  Motion carried 3-0.

Written correspondence was received from three business owners:  Lake State Federal Credit Union is not opposed to the Ordinance, but will be exempt for security reasons; First National Bank of the North reiterated their opposition, noting security issues also; Arlen Krantz Ford is opposed to the Ordinance.

One unnamed business owner expressed concern about the Ordinance to Council member Johnson regarding who would have access to the key.  Fire Chief Spartz noted that only the Fire Department would have access to the lock box key, and that the ambulance could have access for residential structures.  He also mentioned that the City could require businesses with a dial-up fire alarm to apply for a permit. There was no other public comment.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to close the Public Hearing at 7:38 pm.  Motion carried 

3-0.

Johnson suggested that the City might wish to require township businesses to install lock boxes.  This could be discussed at the next Fire Formula Meeting.  Stadin expressed concern that old buildings needing lock boxes installed might have security issues.  He also wanted to know how a business could provide “proof of security risk,” since most businesses have inventory to protect.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to table the discussion on adoption of the Lock Box Ordinance until the full Council is present.  Motion carried 3-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: Approve Administrator’s vacation time during week of October 21st.  Motion carried 3-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $47,984.49.  Motion carried 3-0.  

The Finance Officer provided the Council with the Cash Balance Revenue and Expenditure report of September 2007.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Township Discussions

The City is considering the extension of zoning regulations to certain areas of Sandstone Township.  The Township is requesting the City meet with affected property owners.  Staff has contacted the City Attorney to determine when the attorney would be available for such a meeting.  Spartz wondered if the proposed extension of the zoning regulations would be implemented without representation by the Township.  Griffith responded that the Township has the opportunity to petition for a joint planning board, but that it would be required to make a comprehensive plan.  Stadin pointed out that, according to state law, the City may extend zoning regulations out for 2 miles from the City limits.  No action was taken at this time. 

NEW BUSINESS

Drainage project – Consider award of contract for 6th Street drainage project

At the Council’s direction, MSA Engineering prepared cost estimates and requested bids for the 6th Street storm drainage project.  One bid was received, from MPJ Enterprises.  Stadin pointed out that the MPJ Enterprises bid was considerably higher than the MSA cost estimates.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to accept the MPJ Enterprises bid for the 6th Street storm drainage project and award the contract.  Motion carried 3-0.

City Hall repairs

Griffith informed the Council of needed repairs to City Hall. The south entry is constructed of glass and is neither energy-efficient, nor does it meet requirements for accessibility or safety.  The proposed repairs are estimated to cost $10,000.  Funds from the repair reserve in the City General Reserve Fund are available for such a project. 

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to authorize Staff to obtain quotes for the proposed repair to the south entrance of City Hall.  Motion carried 3-0.

Consider Resolution 2007-22, Extend Zoning Regulation to Township

Consider Resolution 2007-23, Extend Subdivision Regulation to Township

There was no action taken on either of these items.  Specific legal descriptions of the affected properties needs to be inserted into the resolutions.

Fire Hall carpet and tile replacement

Fire Hall carpet and tile are original to the building and need to be replaced.  Three bids were received.  The two lowest bids, MN Flooring at $2,587.50 and Keller Cover All at $2,765.00, were within 6% of each other.  

Johnson inquired about the funding source.  Griffith responded that monies from the Operating budget could be utilized.  If the Building Fund was used, the Fire Formula agreement requires that the townships be consulted.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to award the contract for Fire Hall carpet and tile work to Keller Cover All in the amount of $2,765.00.  Motion carried 3-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Atterbury to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Golf operations report – October 8, Park & Recreation Commission minutes – October 9, PeopleService operations – October 5.  Motion carried 3-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reported on the community service projects:  painting the cemetery building was completed on October 10, and the Interchange work is partially completed.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion Stadin, second Johnson to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

