SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 7, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

OATH OF OFFICE

Councilors-elect Phill Kester and Andy Andrews, and Mayor-elect Randy Atterbury each took the oath of office to their respective positions. 

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Erika Hormillosa, Lenny Bonander, Jody Johnson, Tim Franklin, Deputy Frehse, Thane Murphy, George Castonguay, Gene LaLonde.  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He mentioned that there were a total of 98 calls for the month of December, 18 of which were medical. He also noted that there was a dog situation which was addressed, and also that the department is back to their normal schedule. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Jody Johnson stated that the Chamber annual meeting is scheduled for January 28th.  January 31st is Chamber night at the ice rink from three to five. Edmond extended a welcome to the new Council members. Andrews reminded the public to clean the snow from around their fire hydrants in case of fire. Stadin noted that empty bins should be removed after garbage pickup to allow for snow removal in alleys. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the meeting minutes from December 17, 2008. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Designate official depositories - Resolution 2009-01 (Lake State Federal Credit Union, and First National Bank of the North), 9B- Designate Pine County Courier as official newspaper for 2009, 9C-Designate the first and third Wednesday of every month as regular City Council meeting dates at 7:00 p.m., 9D- Designate the kennel area at the City garage as the official City Pound, 9E- Designate Phillip Drotning (Certification number 2021) as the City’s building official to administer the building code 9F-Approval of Administrator attendance at Ehlers Public Finance Seminar in February, 9G-Appoint Gary Bowen as Golf Course Manager for 2009, 9H- Appoint Jody Johnson to Park and Recreation Commission.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $ 32,786.86.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

There was none. 

NEW BUSINESS

Corporate Authorization Resolution

The City currently has five signatories for the bank: Sam Griffith, Lois Newey, Alana Tyson, Randy Atterbury, and Jody Johnson. Because of the election, Jody Johnson should be removed from that list. 

Motion Atterbury, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2009-02, Corporate Authorization for City bank accounts, removing Jody Johnson as a signatory, and adding Jim Edmond. Motion carried 5-0. 

Appoint Economic Development Authority Members

The Council was asked to appoint members to the Economic Development Authority. The Council members have served on EDA in the past and are authorized to do so. 

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to appoint Randy Atterbury, Andy Andrews, Jim Edmond, Phill Kester, and Rene Stadin to serve as the Sandstone EDA for 2009. Motion carried 5-0.

Appoint Council members to Staff Committees for 2009

The Council members serve on various staff committees. These positions are paid at the rate of $25 per meeting with the exception of Development, Fee and Rail.

Motion Stadin second Andrews to appoint Council members to the following staff committees: Finance-Atterbury and Andrews, Personnel-Atterbury and Kester, Intergovernmental Relations-Edmond and Stadin, Development-Edmond and Stadin, Fee Dispute-Atterbury and Edmond, and Passenger Rail-Kester. Motion carried 5-0. 

Appoint Council members to Advisory Commission

The Council members serve as ex-officio members of various advisory Commissions. These positions are not paid but enhance communications between the Council and the Commissions.

Motion Andrews, second Kester to appoint Council members for the following positions for the year 2009: Planning Commission-Andrews, Park and Recreation Commission-Stadin, Community Development Commission-Edmond, Golf Advisory Board-Atterbury and Andrews, and Library Board- Mayor Atterbury. Motion carried 5-0. 
Elect Deputy Mayor for 2009

Council must elect a Deputy Mayor to serve in the absence of the Mayor in 2009. In the past, the most senior Councilmember has served in the capacity of Deputy Mayor.

Motion Andrews, second Atterbury to appoint Council member Stadin as Deputy Mayor for 2009. Motion carried 5-0.  

Fee Dispute Resolution Committee

The City has received a request from Kathleen Bennett to waive $250 of a $450 fire call fee for a car fire on August 26th, 2008. An insurance payment of $200 dollars has already been received. The Fee Dispute Resolution Committee discussed the request and is recommending that the request be denied. 

Andrews noted that the Fire Department incurred expenses in excess of this fee and that the Department must respond to fire calls as a matter of public safety. He stated that he was not in favor of reducing the fee but that it could be communicated to the individual that the City would accept payments. Griffith noted that a payment plan is always offered in situations like this. 

Motion Atterbury, second Andrews to deny Kathleen Bennett’s request to waive the fire call fee in the amount of $250 for the incident on August 26th, 2008, and to offer the opportunity for Ms. Bennett to make payments. Motion carried 5-0.

Authorize fund transfers and amend 2009 budget 

Due to the current State budget deficit, the City was unallocated $49,068.00 from the 2008 certified LGA it was to receive. For accounting purposes, staff is recommending that certain funds be adjusted to make up for this shortfall in revenue, namely recognizing additional revenue of $ 16,252 from Market Value Homestead Credit not budgeted and to reverse two transfer made - $ 20,000 to be transferred back from the General Reserve (Fund 224) and $12,500 to be transferred back from the Capital Project Fund (Fund 401) to the General Fund (Fund 101).  The remaining shortfall of $ 43 would come form the General Fund cash balance.

Motion Atterbury second Andrews to approve an amendment to the 2008 City budget which includes the additional revenue and the transfer of funds back to the General Fund. Motion carried 5-0.

Budget matters-wages

Due to the current State budget deficit, the City is anticipating a cut in the 2009 LGA. Staff is recommending that the Council defer pay increases for non-contract employees for 60 days in order to have a better idea of how much the LGA cut will be and where the City will have to make adjustments to the budget. 

Andrews asked how much money was involved with the proposed pay increases. Griffith responded that the difference between 2008 and 2009 is approximately $10,000.00 including Union employees but not including making the Public Works person full-time. Andrews stated that he was not in favor of deferring the pay increases. Kester wanted to wait and see what the LGA cuts would be before the City approved pay increases. Edmond and Stadin both were of the opinion that the Public Works part-time position should not be made full time at this time.

Motion Andrews, second Atterbury to make the Public Works part-time position a full-time position and to proceed with scheduled pay increases for non-contract and contract employees. Motion failed 2-3. 

Motion Stadin, second Andrews to approve pay increases for all non-contract employees, but to defer making the part-time Public Works position into a full-time one. Motion carried 3-2. 

Appoint Golf Course Head Groundskeeper

Consensus was to defer this decision until next meeting, because the job description has not been updated at this time.

REPORTS

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept reports as follows: Summary of paid claims. Motion carried 5-0.   

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the upcoming Fire Formula meeting with the townships in February, the workshop with Ehlers regarding referendums and debt service on February 18th, the MCFOA regional meeting in Baxter on January 23rd, and the Business and Workforce conference on April 29th.  He reminded the public that placing snow out onto the street requires a contract with the City.  He asked for the public’s help in clearing snow from around the fire hydrants and to help identify the individual who is snowmobiling through the cemetery.  He noted that the first Community Station meeting will be held January 15th in Mora and that the last hospital feasibility study must be completed by January 15th.  The January 21st Council meeting will include a review of the City’s fee schedule.  Finally, he announced that the water quality tests from the test well were completed and meet EPA requirements so that the City will not need a filtration plant and will save a considerable amount of money on this project in the future.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Motion carried 5-0
_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Sam Griffith, Clerk

