SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 20, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Andrews, 

Members absent:          none

Staff present:                Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:             Erika Hormillosa, Tim Franklin, Deputy Frehse, John Kern, and Steve

                                     Heth

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to approve the agenda for January 20, with the addition of: 12H-Approve exception to Investment Policy, and Written Notices and Communications as follows - 14A-Unapproved minutes from the special Hinckley City Council meeting on January 19, 14B-Letter from the MN Historical Society about the City minute book, 14C-Letter from Hay Dobbs of the NLX Station Area Analysis - update, 14D-Chamber newsletter, 14E-University of Duluth newspaper-letter re NLX. Motion carried 5-0.

 SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

S.E.H. – Feasibility Study – Jensen Development

Steve Heth, S.E.H., presented the results of the feasibility study to bring water and sewer infrastructure to the Jensen property.  He outlined 2 options:  an extension from Lundorff Drive, which is the longer of the two but uses gravity flow and has a bilateral benefit ($461,000) or construction on Birch/Lark which would use a force main with a lift station and would require tearing up some of the Golf Course ($447,000).  

Edmond asked what Mr. Jensen’s objection was to the report.  Griffith responded that the cost estimate is only to the corner of the property and he would like to see a more accurate cost estimate.  Additionally, he wants the sketch plat incorporated in the engineer’s drawing.  

Motion Stadin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2010-04, a resolution receiving the engineering report on the Jensen property, with the requested supplemental information included.  Motion carried 5-0.

S.E.H. – Other Projects 

Mr. Heth also reviewed the need for and installation options of a line stop and new valve on the exterior of the water treatment plant.  Magney Construction, the contractor already hired for interior work, is requesting that Change Order #1 be approved which would include the additional exterior value and a turbo meter.  Heth noted that Magney is offering a $1,000 discount is the work is delayed until warmer weather.  

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve Change Order #1 to Magney Construction in the amount of $18,989,46 to undertake the second option of the exterior valve work at the water treatment plant subject to receipt of a signed Change Order.  Motion carried 5-0.

Finally, Mr. Heth updated the Council on Inflow & Infiltration progress and projects.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse gave his monthly report. He noted that there were a total of 79 calls. Of these, 10 were medical, 2 were burglaries, 3 were assaults and 3 were alarms. He also mentioned that there had been a false alarm reporting a fight at the skating rink, but when he got there nothing was out of order. Edmond noted that he was going to miss having Andrews on the City Council. Other Council members agreed. Andrews mentioned that the streets should be scraped when there is some warmer weather. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINNUTES

Motion Edmond, second Andrews to approve the meeting minutes for January 6. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

There was none. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Reappoint Randy Riley and Jen Frederickson to the Planning Commission, 9B-Reappoint Jody Johnson and Dave Barsness to the Park and Recreation Commission, 9C-Set Monday, February 15, as Fire Formula meeting date, 9D-Accept resignation of Andy Andrews from the Fire Department, 9E-Approve request from Bandstand Committee to proceed with additional work. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Edmond, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $697,547.74. Motion carried 5-0. 

The Finance officer provided the Cash Balance, Revenue, and Expenditure Report for December 2009. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUISNESS

Commercial building-Abatement of Hazardous Building

A letter was sent to the property owner of 914 State Highway 23 North, Doug Carlson, notifying him that his property was in violation of the Commercial Building Maintenance Code, but no action was taken by the owner. On November 4, the Council ordered the securing of the building. The work, in the amount of $2,300, was complete and the owner was notified. The owner then had until January 30 to the pay the costs of securing the building, or the City would assess the cost against the property.  There had been no verbal or written response from Mr. Carlson regarding securing the building.  

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2010-03, a resolution ordering the abatement of the conditions creating a nuisance and hazardous property at 914 State Highway 23 North, Sandstone, Minnesota.  Motion carried 5-0.
NEWBUSINESS

City Council resignation

The City received a letter of resignation from Andy Andrews. 

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin, to accept the resignation of City Council member Andy Andrews, effective after February 3. Motion carried 5-0. 

City Council vacancy

Because of the resignation of Council member Andrews, the City needs to declare a vacancy, and appoint a successor who will serve until the next regular election, which is on November 2 2010. The Council members must agree upon a successor, and if there is no majority vote, the mayor must appoint.  

Edmond suggested that the Council consider appointing Mr. Leonard Bonander.  He pointed out that Bonander is familiar with needs and development in the City, that he is a local businessman, and that he has maintained many contacts at the state and federal governmental levels with which to move the railroad project forward.

Motion Kester, second Edmond to adopt Resolution 2010-05, resolution declaring a vacancy to exist in the office of the City Council and providing for the appointment thereof.  Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention.

Motion Edmond, second Kester to appoint Lenny Bonander to fill the vacated Council position until the next election on November 2, 2010, with his consent. Motion carried 4-0, 1 abstention. 

City Fee Schedule-Approve 2010

The Council reviewed the proposed amendments to the City Fee Schedule.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve Resolution 2010-06, a resolution establishing a fee schedule for the City of Sandstone for 2010. Motion carried 5-0. 

Chamber of Commerce request

The Sandstone Chamber of Commerce is in the process of creating a new website. The City has budgeted $3,500 towards the Chamber and the Chamber is asking the City to help fund this project. 

Motion Atterbury, second Andrews to pay 50% of the projected cost of the Chamber Website project with the understanding that the payment is to be made only after the project is finalized. Motion carried 5-0. 

Park and Recreation Commission-LCCMR application

One of the Park and Recreation Commissions’ planned projects is for development of the KREEC site. The City has received a proposal from Jody Rooney to prepare the LCCMR application, which would provide funding for this development. Ms. Rooney’s fee would be $5,000. 

Andrews asked whether this consultant could be paid hourly as he felt that her fee was too high. Edmond requested that the City be provided with an itemized list of expenses and suggested that Ms. Rooney be invited to the February 3 Council meeting to elaborate on her proposal.

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to defer any action on the Rooney contract for the LCCMR application until the February 3rd meeting. Motion carried 5-0. 

Investments

The City has the opportunity to redirect some of the Perpetual Care money to an investment with a higher rate of return. However, the maturity date is over the standard seven year time length which is in city policy. Since the interest is significantly higher and since it is likely that the call date would be sooner than eight years, the Council is asked to consider whether to approve this investment. 

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to approve the investment for the Cemetery Perpetual Care Fund beyond the seven year policy as investment opportunities arise. Motion carried 5-0.
REPORTS

Motion Andrews, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows: Summary of Paid Claims, Planning Commission minutes-January 13 and PeopleService Operations Report-December 7. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City received a copy of Hinckley’s special City Council meeting minutes, dated January 18; a letter was received from the Minnesota Historical Society regarding the donation of a Village of Sandstone Minute Book to the State Archives; the City received a copy of the NLX Station Area Analysis; and the City also received the Chamber’s Newsletter. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator gave his report. He reminded the Council of a House Commerce and Labor Committee meeting on January 21 at Pine Tech from 3-5 p.m. and an ECRDC legislation meeting on January 25 at the Kanabec County Courthouse at 7 p.m. He mentioned the following workshops and trainings: Audit training being attended by Finance Officer Newey, LMC Loss and Safety Control in St. Cloud and a Protecting the St. Croix Annual Conference in April. He noted that the next Fire Relief meeting is on January 25, and that the next Chamber meeting is on the 27th at the FCI. 

ADJOURN

Motion Andrews, second Kester to adjourn at 8:28 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

