PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

February 19, 2008

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Petry

Staff: Griffith

Others: Gene LaLonde, Snake River Land Planning

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm

Motion Dybvig, second Petry to approve agenda with addition of 5C – Vietnam Veterans traveling wall. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve December minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Reappoint Commission members

The terms of Commission members Colsrud, Dybvig and Gregg have expired.  Colsrud and Dybvig have expressed an interest in staying on the Commission.

Motion Petry, second Barsness to recommend that Colsrud and Dybvig be reappointed to Park & Recreation Commission for another term.  Motion approved 4-0.

Staff to contact Gregg as to his interest.

Adventure Race

Staff explained that someone has requested permission to use Robinson Park for an adventure race.  Adventure racing is a form of extreme sports, which can involve a number of sports including climbing and canoeing.  Commission needs to consider whether or not Robinson Park would be an acceptable location.

Staff has queried the Climbing Advisory members and they are, in general, in favor of this use.

Discussion included the concerns that the Kettle River would not be good location for any swimming race and that the City should have some say in the layout of the course.  Another comment was that private property should be respected and avoided.  Commission would have no problem allowing overnight camping in conjunction with the race.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to recommend to the City Council that they approve use of Robinson Park for an adventure race subject to proper oversight and controls.  Motion approved 4-0.

Vietnam War Moving Wall

The City has been approached about allowing the moving wall exhibit of the Vietnam War Memorial to come to Train Park in July.

There was discussion about whether or not there is enough room in Train Park for the exhibit. Commission members suggested Angle Park or the Rec Area as alternate sites for the exhibit.

Staff said there are issues of insurance, security and volunteers that yet need to be understood before staff can make a recommendation.

Motion by Dybvig and seconded by Petry to recommend to the Council that use of a city park for purposes of this exhibit is supported by the Commission.  Motion approved 4-0.

Park Projects

Staff has compiled the surveys returned to develop a priority list of projects.  The priorities are Robinson Park as #1 and the Rec Area as # 2.  Train Park and KREEC were tied for # 3 with Angle Park #5 tied with the Golf Course followed by Johnson Park.

The discussion was that in general the Commission members are comfortable with the list and were pleased to see that there was a lot of interest in a lot of improvements with no one favorite.  

They questioned the role of the Golf Course in the list as they have no say over its operations but they understand that it is part of the City’s overall recreational opportunities.

Robinson Park

The improvements to Old Wagon Bridge Road will need to happen regardless of park improvements as the road also serves the city’s wells and water treatment facility.

Staff presented a proposal from Paul’s Portables to provide season long porta potties in the park.  The Commission consensus is that they would still prefer a new bathroom building with the ability to rent porta potties for special events including Ice Fest.

Johnson Park 

Although the lowest priority there is a possibility that a playground company may use the park for a demo project for a new product that could result in a very reduced price to the City.  The Commission would very much like to pursue that opportunity.

KREEC
The Commission will proceed with projects at the site but with the priority of using the logging funds for as much of the improvements as possible.

Train Park

The Commission acknowledged that permanent food stands are probably not an option because of the costs to construct them to the proper health standards.  The improvements needed are the electrical upgrade and to make the park area accessible.  

Next Step

The next step is to put dollar costs to the projects so that the Commission can reexamine the projects and start the process of determining a final priority list to recommend to the City Council.   

Adjournment

Motion Colsrud, second Barsness to adjourn meeting at 7:45 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

