Council meeting February  15, 2006

SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING

February 15, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny,

                                    Stadin - CATV 



Other present:             Tina Doornik, Karen Wilson, Blair Nelson, Tom Lambrecht, Mike                 

                                    Link, Katherine Kleese, Steve Fenlon.
PLEDGE OF ALLIGIANCE 

Staff and members present recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS OF CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

none

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS

Short report by deputy about break ins and damage to a window at City Hall. 

Council member Jody Johnson said that she would be bringing a request to organize a Teen Council in the city.

Gafkjen relayed a request from the War Memorial Committee requesting Council action to approve a flyover during the dedication ceremony.

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve a flyover on June 17th for the War Memorial dedication.   Motion carried 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve regular meeting minutes for February 1, motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICERS REPORT

Claims

Motion Bonander, second Lisa to approve and pay claims in the amount of 31,624.27.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to open Public Hearing on issuance of financing for Audubon Center of the Northwoods.  Motion carried 5-0.

Hearing opened at 7:15 pm.

Representatives from the Audubon Center and their representatives were present to discuss the issuance of Series 2006 Revenue Notes. The notes will be sold to the First National Bank of the North with the Series A being used to refund prior indebtedness and improvements to the Center and Series B being used to fund some or all of the costs of issuance. The City is issuing on behalf of Dell Grove Township and has no liability for the debt involved. All the City’s expenses will be reimbursed by borrower. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to close public hearings at 7:32 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.  

Motion by Johnson, second by Edmond to adopt Resolution 2006 – 08 – Giving preliminary approval under Minnesota Statutes and referring the proposal to the Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development.   Resolution approved 5-0.

Motion by Johnson, second by Edmond to adopt Resolution 2006 – 09 – Approving the issuance and Sale of Revenue Notes, Series 2006 (Northwood Audubon Center Project) in the aggregate amount of not to exceed $1,000,000 and authorizing execution of documents relating thereto.  Resolution approved 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to approve the consent agenda as follows: Appoint Kary Forrest to Planning Commission opening.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Master Gardeners project at Interchange-update

The Master Gardeners have done beautification projects at interchange areas.  They would like to do a similar project at Sandstone. The City must supply the labor.  This may become a community service project with the FCI. 

City Council asked the Master Gardeners and Warden of the FCI to come in for a meeting. 

No action requested.

Community Service project with FCI 
The City has many projects it would like to pursue but does not have the staff to do so.  Projects such as landscaping work at the cemetery, brush cleaning at Robinson Park, etc. The FCI was asked if they would consider allowing the use of inmates for certain projects. Warden Cross responded stating he would be interested. There are certain requirements that would have to be met including documentation stating that no inmates will replace any regular workers. A letter was sent to Warden Cross requesting a meeting to discuss further information.

No action requested. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Consider Policy for private activity bond financing 

The City has just acted to issue private activity bonds for the Audubon Center of the Northwoods project.  The same thing was done a few years ago for construction of the new PHASE building. To establish who should be involved in such City projects and to make sure that the city recovers all its costs when undertaking a project there is a suggested policy. The policy presents the guidelines to be used by the City to determine whether or not they will consider issuance of such bonds, requires an application process, and requires any applicant to provide an application fee so that the City is covered. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to adopt the Policy for City participation in private activity revenue bond financing. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider purchase of motor patrol

The city hires out the grading of its gravel roads in the summer and for the plowing of certain roads in the winter. MPJ Enterprises has offered to sell the City a Cat12 Grader with V-plow, wing and tire chains for $10,000.  This acquisition recommended by Chuck Vork.  The City established an account for public works equipment in the Capital Projects funds and has been placing money in it each year. There are sufficient funds in the account to pay cash for the motor patrol. 

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve acquiring the motor patrol as offered. Motion carried 5-0.

Consider adjustment of sewer only billing charges

Judy Billman requests the Council consider her claim for an overpayment on her sewer only bill. Research by the Utility Billing Clerk shows that Ms. Billman paid the proper amount for the sewer fixed rate but did overpaid for the variable sewer rate portion. She should have been charged for 3,000 gallons per month and was instead charged for 7,000 gallons per month. The City made no change in the billing when the billing went from bimonthly to monthly. 

Council directed staff to review other sewer only customers to see if they had this same problem.  

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to approve crediting Ms. Billman’s utility account $199.32 for an overpayment.  Further to direct staff to determine if it is feasible to install water meters and to pay some of the costs of installation for these customers.   Motion carried 5-0.
Golf Course

The City is being asked to consider reappointments to the Golf Course staff. The Golf Manager and the head groundskeeper for the Sandstone Area Country Club are annually appointed.

The City is asked to approve the amended job descriptions for the seasonal employees of the Golf Course.  In addition the physical job descriptions for the clubhouse attendant, groundskeeper, and manager have been updated to reflect actual job responsibilities. Also, the staff is asking for authorization to advertise for Golf Course employees at the appropriate time this season. 

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve reappointments, revised job and physical job descriptions and to authorize advertising for golf course seasonal employees. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to amend the motion to require that pre-employment physicals be required before appointments are final.  Motion on amendment carried 5-0. 

Motion to approve amended motion approved 5-0.

REPORTS 
Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to accept reports as follows: Summary of paid claims; Fire Department minutes; Relief Association minutes; and PeopleService operations report.  Motion carried 5-0.

Written Notices and Communications 

none

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith mentioned the following items of interest: Fire Formula Meeting – Feb 22 at 6:30;            Cheri Holm hired as Chamber Director – will make reports to Council; LMC Conference for Experienced Officials – February 17 & 18; Mtg. with Representative Soderstrom – Feb 4;           March Council meeting will discuss Capital Projects; Safety & Loss Control Workshops – April 13 – St Cloud; Rush Line Corridor is discussing rail service to Duluth;  Spring Clean-Up-Day – Saturday May 6 and issues with salt & sand at City Garage 

ADJOURN 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to adjourn at 8:23 p.m.
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