PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

July 10, 2007

Members present: Dybvig, Barsness, Colsrud, Petry

Staff: Sam Griffith

Others: Rene Stadin

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm

Motion Petry, second Dybvig to approve agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve May minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Staff explained to Commission that budget time is near and if we can reach consensus on some activities we can place requests into the 2008 budget for the Council to consider.

KREEC

Contract has been signed.  Herbicide will be applied last this summer and trees planted in spring.  Trees are already purchased.

Before the final planting plan is adopted the Commission needs to determine where if at all there will space set aside for some RV parking & camping spaces.

Members agreed to visit site and come to August meeting with a recommendation. 

Recreation Area

Status of softball fields is that it is playable.  It needs bases and foul lines.  It is reasonably flat and is mowed by the City.

The discussion is what is the next step to take.  To use the Rec Area a parking area needs to be delineated and developed.  The Commission needs to determine what should happen next – a second ball field, sand volleyball court, a basketball court and we need to plan for the location of a bathroom, storage and concession building.

Members agreed that the site should be visited and a parking area staked out.  

Members also agreed to review the bathroom building plans and recommend a building style for this area.

Robinson Park

Staff gathered information about different bathroom buildings.  The consensus is that all doors should be to the front.  Consideration needs to be given to a water fountain. Another amenity would be a cold water shower on the building end as long as controls were inside the building.   Additional storage space in the building was not seen as a necessity.   Being as vandal and graffiti proof as possible would be an advantage.  Preference is for a nice looking building to hopefully create a more user friendly atmosphere and hopefully less vandalism.

Security for the building lead into a discussion about perhaps having someone lock up building each night and open each morning.  Having City staff do it would shorten hours and weekends are a problem.

Earlier there had been discussion about having a summer “caretaker” to live in an RV in the park.

That lead into a discussion about camping in the park and tent versus RV.  Consensus that camping in the actual quarry would be limited to special permits for events and winter use.  Other sites would be south of the parking lot.  Logistics of getting vehicles in and out were discussed and the relative merits of each type of camper.

Members agreed to visit the park and look at the south area for either tent or RV camping spaces.   At the next meeting there will be further discussion on how to proceed with developing a plan for camping in Robinson Park.

Tree Board

This was last year getting money from Gateway project. More funding will be coming in the future from proposed projects.

Other

Train Park was discussed in terms of locating a bathroom facility there.  There are space issues and consideration needs to be given to the future of Quarry Days. Is this the long-term location for Quarry Days?

A suggestion is to look at constructing a concession style building like Askov for food service.

Staff mentioned that there is a proposal being developed to upgrade the electrical in the Park.

Adjournment

Motion Petry, second Colsrud to adjourn meeting at 8:15 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

