PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

June 9, 2010

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, White

Staff: Griffith

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:04 am

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion White, second Dybvig to approve the minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Updates

Robinson Park – Ice Farming Proposal

The City has an engineer’s estimate.  The City also contacted a local contractor for a price.  The costs to make the connection, install 50 feet of copper and the hydrant is about $ 2,800.  To add water meter manhole with insulated lid is another $ 3,000. The Council will need to decide if it wants to meter the water usage.

Woodland Preserve

The LCCMR application is being reviewed by the LCCMR board today to determine which projects will be asked to make presentations.

Park Benches

Staff reported that the Community Service project for the installation of the benches has been approved.  The Commission must determine the final location for each park bench so that plans can proceed to install them.   

The Commission said they would visit and identify the locations today and send photos.

The Commission will also continue to discuss additional locations.

Other

Robinson Park

      SWCD Cost Share program

The City had approved an analysis of Robinson Park by SWCD to determine if there were any water quality projects.  The engineers for the SWCD had provided a copy of a report.

The Pine SWCD approached the City and said they still had funds available and would the City be interested in proceeding with any of the projects.

This occurred last in May and staff agreed that the canoe access project and the soil stabilization project at the landing should be undertaken.  The Council approved funds to proceed if SWCD funds were awarded.  The cost share is 75% SWCD and 25% City with the City paying engineering costs.

Commission consensus is to support the project.

The Commission was asked to review the projects for possible action in the future.

     Invasive Species grant application - DNR

The City was approached by the DNR to ascertain their interest in participating in a DNR grant application for the mapping and eradication garlic mustard and buckthorn.  As the City has undertaken a smaller project last year with several state parks the City agreed to be part of the application.  The City’s only obligation is $ 1,000 of in-kind match by volunteers.  The Council has approved this action.

Commission consensus is to support the applcation.

Outdoor Heritage grant opportunity

The Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage grant process has started.  There is no time for the City to prepare an application for this year but the Commission was asked to review the program requirements and consider whether or not the City should make application next year.  There was a brief discussion of what might be eligible projects.

Softball Field

There are two teams that will be using the park.  One of the teams installed the fencing around the field.  The City only had to purchase three hundred feet of fencing to complete the job (about $ 550).  Much of the fencing came from the Chris’ Food project.

Tree Board

A question was raised if the Tree Board could replace some of the trees that MN Power will be removing under power lines on Lark Street.

Staff will contact MN Power to learn of their plans and see if the City can have the wood if it is chipped

Staff will also review Tree Board rules to determine how pubic land is defined. 

MISC 

Members asked about access to compost materials.  Staff reported that as the piles got mixed there is none available this year.

Motion Franklin, second White to request that the City provide a porta-potty at Johnson Park for the summer.  Motion carried 5-0.

Adjournment

Motion White, second Franklin to adjourn the meeting at 7:58 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

