CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

July 14, 2010

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R & J Frederickson, L & T Gafkjen, Riley, and Hilty 

Members absent:
Spartz 

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Council liaison Bonander




Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to approve agenda.  Motion approved 4-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second Riley to approve minutes.  Motion passed 4-0.

UPDATES

The passenger rail project is proceeding.  The meeting with Talgo, the Spanish manufacturer of rail cars was very successful.  As NLX has finalized a number of issues with the Federal Rail Authority (FRA), the programmatic environmental impact study (PEIS) is nearly completed.  This study should identify sites for stations and maintenance facilities.  NLX has applied for $ 55 million in federal funds, which would allow NLX once the PEIS review is completed to start actual engineering and design work.  There are station development funds available.  The joint study undertaken with other communities will also be finished in the very near future.  We may know by the end of the year if we get a station and/or a maintenance facility site.  There is a public meeting on Thursday, July 29 in Sandstone, which will provide a completed update.  Commission members were invited to attend.

The City and EDA have reached agreement to acquire the Hennum property, which will provide the City with direct access to the industrial park.  We should close on the property within two weeks.   As the airport property is a probable site for a maintenance facility, this acquisition helps the City’s cause with NLX. 

The consultant hired by the City completed a “fit” study, which shows that City Hall and the Library would effectively fit into the main floor imprint. The consultant was then tasked with determining three costs: the costs to demolish the building, the costs to building the same public space, and the costs to renovate the building for public space.  They were to also do an initial market analysis on need for housing or commercial space.  The EDA would then use the numbers to determine if the community through a referendum wants to proceed with the preservation and renovation of the building.

The City has been approached by a private developer who is interested in developing a 40 to 50 bed assisted living and memory care project in Sandstone. The developer is working on finding the equity needed to make the project work and will be asking the EDA for 4 acres of land for the project.  The developer and EDA are hoping that this can be coordinated with Pine Medical’s plan for a new hospital.  The City is insisting that if part of the hospital land is provided that the developer will develop a master site plan document for the entire site to make sure that nothing is done to cause SMDC to not build.   Their needs to be planning for storm water and utilities that can be done to benefit everyone. The develop will also look at the Hennum site and the Free Church site.  The Free Church would be interested in proceeding with their project if this project happens.   The developer would like to get started yet this year.

NEW BUSINESS

Knife River Asphalt Plant

Staff reviewed the request to locate an asphalt plant in the Johnson gravel pit.  Although the zoning ordinance doesn’t mention this, the requirements for operations in the pit cover almost all of the same things.   Knife River was required to send out information to all the surrounding neighbors.  There were no negative comments received.

The Commission members agreed that a temporary (7 days or less) location of an asphalt plant in the pit would be within the spirit of the ordinance.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Interim Uses

Staff has provided information about each zoning district and the permitted and conditional uses in each. The Commission decided that they would look a several districts at each meeting.  The remaining districts to review were the industrial zones.

The Industrial zoning districts because they are such specific uses are allowed and because of the type of use the Commission felt that it would not require any interim uses in the industrial zoning districts.

Staff pointed out with the acquisition of the Hennum property, the Commission will need to review the uses in the industrial zoning districts.

Staff asked if the Commission was ready to see a draft of new ordinance language.  The Commission directed staff to have the attorney’s start drafting ordinance language. 

Home Occupations

A question that arose in the review of interim uses was how to manage, permit or ignore home occupations.  Because these occur in residential districts, care is needed in making sure entrepreneurial efforts are encouraged yet the residential characteristics are preserved.

Staff provided examples of other cities ordinance language relating to home occupations.  The Commission’s homework for next month is to review and be prepared to discuss home occupations.

ADJOURN
Motion Hilty, second T Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 7:45 pm. Motion carried 6-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

