SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

April 11, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Bonander

Members absent:
Johnson, Gafkjen

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, 

                                    Alana Tyson CATV

Other present:

Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the agenda with the addition of 12C – Consider approval of aerial photography of the Vork site.  Motion carried 3-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

Johnson arrives at 7:06 p.m.

PRESENTATION OF AWARDS, PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Atterbury mentioned complaints by several residents of unsightly, cluttered yards around town.  Griffith responded that Staff is in the process of doing inspections and that letters reminding residents to clean up will be going out this week.  Spring Clean-Up day is May 6th.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve regular meeting minutes for March 15, 2006.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the consent agenda as follows:  Hand checks; Golf Course hirings; Liquor Licenses – approval of renewals; Appointments to the Library Board.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Claims

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $29,887.65.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Master Garderners project at Interchange – update

Griffith informed the Council of the continuing planning for the interchange landscaping project.  He had met with the Mater Gardeners who are willing to participate and is setting up a meeting with the MNDOT design person.  Pine County Master Gardeners have agreed to include public education regarding the implementation of rain gardens at an upcoming meeting on June 17th at the Senior Center along with the interchange planning.  No action taken at this time.

Community Service project with FCI

Council had directed Staff to pursue a Community Service project using FCI inmates in conjunction with the May 6th Community Clean-Up Day.  Warden Cross has agreed to attend the April 19th Council meeting.  He will present additional information regarding the program and answer questions from the public.

Capital Projects – 2

Staff had prepared a list of possible capital projects for Council consideration.  However, cost estimates are not complete and Griffith requested that the discussion on this agenda item be deferred until the next meeting.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to defer discussion on the second portion of the proposed capital projects until the April 19th Council meeting.  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Administrator’s contract amendment

The Administrator’s contract has the City making a fixed contribution of $1,600 and the Administrator a contribution of 3% annually to the health care savings plan.  The City received a letter from the Minnesota State Retirement System stating that each participant must have the same contribution from the City as all others.  The City contributes 3% for other employees and to do so for the Administrator, in place of the fixed amount, would cost the City an additional $12.61 in 2006.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to amend the Administrator’s contract to have the City contribution to the Administrator’s Health Care Savings Plan be in the amount of 3% of the Administrator’s salary, to take effect at the next pay period which begins April 10th.  Motion carried 4-0.

Request for water bill adjustment – LeMieux

Leo & Mary LeMieux are requesting a $202.39 reimbursement on a water bill.  The bill in question was for penalties and fixed water and sewer fees accrued on a property they had sold on a contract for deed.  The LeMieuxs took back possession of the property and assert that they were unaware of the bill until notified by the County of the assessment.  They paid the bill and wish the City to reimburse a portion of it.  

Johnson stated that she did not feel they should be responsible for the bill since they could not have known about it.  At that point in time, the property did not actually belong to them.

Edmond felt that the City had no liability in this case and that the issue was between the Coles and the LeMieuxs, and that it should be settled in small claims court.  

Atterbury wanted assurance that if the LeMieuxs were reimbursed that they would not attempt to recover the same amount again in a suit against the Coles.

Motion Atterbury, second Johnson to reimburse the LeMieuxs in the amount of $202.39 for utility bill penalties with the stipulation that they not attempt to recover the same amount in a suit against the Coles.  Motion failed 2 -2.  

NIMS

Homeland Security has developed a program for training in handling domestic incidents, the National Incident Management System.  A training course is required for all City employees and Council members, the number of training hours required corresponding to job responsibilities.  The course will be offered in the near future.  Staff directed to arranged a Monday evening training date with Fire Chief Spartz.

Veteran War Memorial dedication

The Memorial Committee is requesting that the City consider participating in the dedication activities by paying the costs of the porta-potties, $45 each with an estimated 8-10 needed.  The Council discussed the planned activities and felt that a fixed dollar amount toward this need would be more judicious.  

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to contribute up to $300 to help cover the cost of porta-potties for the Veteran Memorial Dedication ceremony.  Motion carried 4-0.

Request for Personnel Policy modification – Grundmeier

Jane Grundmeier is requesting a temporary suspension of the cap on the vacation hours she is allowed to accrue.  Due to recent staff turnover and the need for additional hours in training new employees, Jane is nearing the maximum amount of accrued vacation hours.  She has a vacation scheduled for August and to prevent loss of accrued hours in the intervening weeks, she is requesting that the cap be suspended until then.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to temporarily suspend the carry over cap on Jane Grundmeier’s vacation hours until mid-August.  Motion carried 4-0.

Tax Forfeit properties

Pine County has classified a tax-forfeit parcel of land within the City limits as non-conservation.  They are requesting the City to approve this classification.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to approve the classification of tax forfeit parcel 45.5567.000 as non-conservation.  Motion carried 4-0.

Aerial Photography – Vork site

Aerial photography work is part of the work being done on the Vork site.  Because of other development possibilities S.E.H. requested a quote for additional photography work for additional areas.  It was originally estimated at $3,000 but the quote came in at $1,300.  

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve the additional aerial photography work in an amount not to exceed $1,300.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims; Park & Recreation Commission minutes – March 27; Library Board minutes – March 28; Public Works weekly report – March 13-24.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The City has received notification from Pine County Public Works that the local governments will no longer be allowed to purchase fuel from the County’s inventory supply.  

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the upcoming workshop with S.E.H. on April 19th regarding Trunk Area Utility Fees and the Facilities Plan.  Other items mentioned include:  the Board of Review – April 24th at 7 pm, Sexual Harassment Prevention training being offered to the Fire Department and Golf Course employees on June 12th (also open to Council members), the Spring Clean-Up Day on May 6th on which the City will take electronics, clean clothes and light bulbs (County clean up day is May 20 – appliances, scrap metal and tires), the rain garden workshop in conjunction with Pine County Soil & Water and the Master Gardeners, and the LMC annual conference on June 28-30 in St. Cloud.

ADJOURN

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 7:50 p.m.
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