PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

January 12, 2009

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, Johnson

Staff: Griffith

Others: Betsy Danielson

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to approve December minutes with correction. Motion carried 5-0.

KREEC site

Staff presented a short history of the KREEC site and the special circumstances of the property that make it unique and challenging.

Betsy Danielson provided an overview of the proposed overall development and then began a discussion on Phase II.

Phase II involves developing the Gateway area with signage and a showy planting.  The Pine Woods will be reviewed to see how successful the initial pine plantings were and the Trail Section effort will be to clean up the trails and plan for the butterfly garden.

There was discussion about labor available for clearing the trails and that perhaps we should begin thinking about a name change for the area.  The object is to create a unique area that is family friendly that will encourage use by the community as well as visitors.

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to direct Danielson to prepare signage plans and planting ideas as outlined in Phase II for presentation to next meeting.

Robinson Park

Staff mentioned that Ice Fest was very successful with many climbers and campers with visitors from many states and from England.  The climbers will be approaching the Commission to consider developing an Ice Park.

The conversation then continued about camping in the park and how the city can charge and how the city can provide some kind of supervision.  The more clean-up and tree and brush removal the friendlier the park becomes, therefore the greater the use therefore the greater the need for a new bathroom.

There was some frustration with the Council for not providing funds especially since the Commission provided the Council with the improvement report as requested.

Other

Commission consensus is to try Tuesday morning next month.

Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to adjourn meeting at 9:12 pm.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

