SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 2, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gerald Kendall, Andy Spartz, Deputy Frehse, Mike Sheehy

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Fire Chief Spartz informed the Council that the first class of students has finished the First Responder course and that the County will now pay for incidences where the First Responders go out on calls. 

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 64 calls in Sandstone for the month of April, mostly dealing with suspicious activity and calls arising from issues at the CLC.  Tim Franklin questioned the frequency of use of the “nuisance” provision.  Frehse responded that there are some limitations to its application in domestic situations.

Edmond offered thanks for the card and other expressions of concern for his family.

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to recess the Council meeting at 7:01 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to reopen the Board of Review at 7:01 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mike Sheehy, County Assessor, had been directed to inspect parcel 45.0085.006. He recommended a reduction to the valuation of property of $13,400 due to lot location, depth and other factors.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the $13,400 reduction in valuation of property 45.0085.006 to $ 111,500.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn the Board of Review at 7:06 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

Atterbury called the Council back to order at 7:06 p.m.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Tim Franklin asked about the posting of speed limit signs on Minnesota Street.  Griffith responded that the signs are available and will be installed in the near future.  Gerald Kendall mentioned the issue of speeding, noise, illegal dumping and dust on the south end of Pine Avenue.  Griffith responded that the City has no policy on dust control, but that residents who observe suspicious activities in their neighborhoods should notify the Sheriff’s Department and/or City Hall.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the regular meeting minutes of April 18, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve Administrator vacation for the week of May 20th; Authorize Resolution 2007-06 – setting Public Hearing on proposed 2006 Sidewalk Improvement Project assessments for June 6 at 7:15 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $61,491.26.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Authorize purchase of no smoking signs

The Council had previously passed an ordinance prohibiting smoking on public property within 60 feet of a hospital/nursing home.  The Council considered possible wording on signage so that the ordinance could be enforced.  Pine Medical has agreed to pay half of the costs of the signage.  There was considerable discussion regarding the number and placement of signs prohibiting smoking in this area with concern being expressed that there not be an excessive number of signs.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to purchase an appropriate number, not to exceed ten (10), of “no smoking” signs and to place them in the city easements on the hospital side of the street.  Motion carried 5-0.

Capital projects for 2007 – overlays

The City has budgeted $30,000 for 2007 street overlays.  A proposed list of six different projects has been discussed at several previous Council meetings.  Johnson suggested that Commercial Street between 7th and 8th Streets might be added to the list.  Griffith responded that the area in question does indeed need work, but that it will be completed after some substructure problems are addressed.  Stadin noted that older areas of the City tend to get the most attention, but that newer homes often pay more in taxes and, in fairness, should not be neglected.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to authorize Staff to advertise for quotes on the six (6) identified street overlay projects.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to move item #4 – Alley from Fourth Street to Fifth Street, behind the Lake State Federal Credit Union – to the bottom of the priority list.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve contract for water main work in alley

The Council had previously authorized a water main replacement project in the Palisades area alley.  The funds will come from the Water Fund.  The Council reviewed the quotes received. 

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to award the contract on the Palisades area water main replacement to MPJ Enterprises and to pay for the work from the Water Fund – capital outlay account.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Contract for Class V work

The Council had previously authorized Staff to advertise for quotes for the 2007 Class V street and alley work.  The Council had budgeted $8,000 but the quotes were each over $12,000.  

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to award the 2007 Class V contract to MPJ Enterprises in an amount up to $8,000.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve Pine County classification of tax forfeit parcels

The County has classified two parcels of land as tax forfeit.  If the City agrees to a non-conservation designation for these two parcels, the County can convey, sell or exchange the properties.  Both are unbuildable and would be offered to adjoining land owners.

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to approve the classification of tax forfeit parcel 45.5567.000 and tax forfeit parcel 45.5269.000 as non-conservation.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve hire of summer Public Works helper

After reviewing applications and undertaking interviews, the Personnel Committee is recommending that Jeremy Vork be offered the position of Public Works summer helper.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to offer the temporary position of Public Works summer helper to Jeremy Vork at the rate of $7.75 per hour to begin on May 8, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

Approve hire of Assistant Clerk

The City has received nineteen applications for the advertised position for Assistant Clerk.  Staff is requesting that the Personnel Committee be given authority to offer the job to the best qualified candidate after the interview process is completed.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to authorize the Personnel Committee to offer the Assistant Clerk position to the best qualified candidate at the rate of $9.00 per hour, subject to the final Council approval on May 16, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith offered the following reminders:  Community Clean-Up Day and Robinson Park Clean-Up Day on May 5 and the need for volunteers for the interchange landscaping project.  He also mentioned that clean-up letters have gone out, that there is an ash borer monitoring project underway in Robinson Park, that the proposed country music festival has been postponed until later in summer.

CLOSED SESSION

The Council recessed the regular meeting for closed session at 8:08 p.m.

The Council was called back to order at 8:44 p.m.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to direct Staff to respond to the union proposal in writing.  Motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

