SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

March 7, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonnander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gene LaLonde, Gary Frehse, Judy Britton

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 53 calls in the City of Sandstone for the month of February.  He stated that the Sheriff’s Department was able to respond to calls during the 

recent heavy snowfall.  Atterbury asked the nature of the majority of the calls.  Frehse responded that most calls were domestic, suspicious activity, snowmobile, or juvenile.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Edmond reported that he had received several complaints regarding snow removal and one complaint regarding the new smoking ban on public property surrounding Pine Medical Center.  Johnson also stated that she had heard from a resident who was unable to get out of her driveway due to excessive snow being piled up there during plowing.  Griffith requested that residents alert City Hall to this type of situation so that it can be rectified.  Johnson also mentioned a situation at the Wild River townhomes in which a resident was unclear about the policy for moving cars to allow for snow removal.   Bonander also received public comments regarding the smoking ban.  He asked that the Council reconsider the ordinance.  Johnson asked about the enforcement of the policy, to which Griffith responded that enforcement is complaint-driven.  Griffith also pointed out that it is within the City’s power to enact such a ban to protect the community.  The ban becomes effective upon being published in the newspaper.  Bonander suggested that the Council continue to take comments from the public and note the impact within the coming two weeks.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to include a discussion of the smoking ban ordinance on the agenda for the next Council meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Atterbury clarified that snow removal services he performed at the Gateway Clinic and Family Pharmacy were on his own time.  He also commended the Finlayson snowmobile rescue unit.  Griffith mentioned that he had received mixed reviews on the snow removal and pointed out that towing cars is at the discretion of the plow operator.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of February 21, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

There was none.

ACCOUNTS PAYABLE CLERK’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of $42,905.93.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Property Assessment contract

Mike Dangers has proposed a contract in which he provide property assessments for the City of Sandstone.  The Council had previously reviewed the proposal and directed Staff to make additional inquiries into the services to be provided.  The draft contract was reviewed by the City Attorney and her comments were forwarded to Mr. Dangers.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to approve the proposed contract with Mike Dangers for property assessment services with an amendment to Section IV – Work Schedule and to authorize the mayor to sign the contract.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion with township regarding annexation and zoning

The City and the Planning Commission have been considering extending zoning controls over a portion of Sandstone Township as well as considering annexing some property into the city.  The Intergovernmental Relationship Committee has met with the City Attorney and discussed the process and procedure involved.  Staff reminded the Council that extension of zoning would give the City some control over development of the interchange.

Motion Edmond, second Bonander to direct the Intergovernmental Relations Committee to begin discussions with Sandstone Township about extending zoning and subdivision controls and the possibility of annexation and to direct Staff to send a letter to Sandstone Township explaining the City’s intentions.  Motion carried 5-0.

Zoning Ordinance Amendment

The Planning Commission has proposed amendments to the Zoning Code which would create a new Medical Services Commercial district and update the Industrial Park district.  The Council is being asked to approve these amendments to the ordinance, knowing that the changes would not become effective until they are included on the Zoning map.  The Planning Commission has held public hearings on the proposed amendments.  Bonander did not feel that the Council needed to hold its own public hearing on the matter since it has been widely discussed for the past 18 months. 

Johnson was unsure why the Planning Commission needs to review all the conditional use permits if the architectural standards are all spelled out so specifically.  She felt that it unnecessarily prolonged the development process.  Griffith responded that the Planning Commission saves the Council time in that it does the leg work and reviews the applications for the Council.  Gene LaLonde pointed out that conditional use permits are not an impediment, but rather that they allow the City and the developer to negotiate.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to adopt Ordinance 2007-04, an ordinance amending section 515.07 and adding new sections 515.18 and 515.24 to the Sandstone City Code, and to adopt Ordinance 2007-05 to allow summary publication of Ordinance 2007 – 04.  Motion carried 4-1

Water tower antenna lease contact amendment

Currently the City leases space on the water tower for an antenna to T-Mobile who also contracts with Black Dot Wireless.  Black Dot Wireless has proposed that the City reduce its current lease from $12,895.75 with an annual inflator of the CPI or 3%, whichever is greater, to $11,000 and an annual inflator of 1.5%.  In return they would guarantee ten year contract payments.  The City Attorney reviewed the proposal and advised the City to decline the contract, stating that any move will be regardless of costs involved.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to decline the proposed Black Dot Wireless contract.  Motion carried 5-0.

Minnesota Street project

Bauerly Brothers, Inc has submitted a request for payment in the amount of $211,033.31 for work completed on the Minnesota Street project.  S.E.H. has reviewed and approved the payment, withholding 5% to ensure that final clean-up items are done.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve a payment in the amount of $211,033.31 to Bauerly Brothers, Inc. for work on the Minnesota Street project.  Motion carried 5-0.

Driver’s License Renewal station

Upcoming changes in City office staff may impact the ability of the City to retain the driver’s license renewal station in house.  Darlene Kari, Deputy Registrar, has expressed an interest in taking over these duties through her Deputy Registrar’s office in the upper level of City Hall.  

The Personnel Committee recommends that the Council refrain from relinquishing the responsibilities just yet and that the issue be reviewed in 6 months to determine if City staff is able to efficiently perform them.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to maintain the Driver’s License Renewal station at City Hall and review the situation in 6 months to determine if it is cost effective to do so.  Motion carried 5-0.

Law enforcement contract

The Sheriff’s Department has provided the City with a copy of the amended 2007 law enforcement contract.  The Council members were each provided a copy for their review.  No action was taken at this time.

Animal Control

The City’s Assistant Animal Control Officer is unable to provide her services due to illness and Lee Greenly has proposed a contract to cover animal (dog) control issues.  Several of the Council members indicated that they thought the charges were unreasonable, however, Edmond pointed out that the City cannot foresee every situation and that having the contract would accommodate those unforeseen situations.  

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to accept the proposed animal control contract with Lee Greenly, to be reviewed at the end of 6 months.  Motion carried 5-0.

Capital projects for 2007

Staff has provided the Council with a list of possible 2007 capital projects.  The Council reviewed the list and, by consensus, directed Staff to obtain quotes on the manhole work.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council of the Board of Review on Tuesday, April 24th at 7 p.m.  He also mentioned the Kettle River Paddle Festival on April 20-22; the Community Clean-Up Day on Saturday, May 5; the County Clean-Up Day on May 19th at the Hinckley Transfer Station; that the Interchange Landscape plan was approved and the project is planned for the first 2 weeks in May, and probable April assessment hearing date for the 2006 Sidewalk project and for the assessment hearing on the Minnesota Street project.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to adjourn at 9:00 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Attest:







Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

