SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING

February 27, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Deputy Mayor Bonander called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Bonander, Edmond, Johnson, Stadin 

Members absent:
Atterbury

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Gene Lalonde, Snake River Land Planning; Jeremy Wurpts, 


Sam Claassen, Colin Markason, and Ron Seymour of SEH 


SPECIAL ITEM OF BUSINESS

Wastewater Facility Plan

Jeremy Wurpts of SEH presented the Wastewater Treatment Facility Plan to the City Council.  The Plan is the revised document after the City had directed the incorporation of an additional treatment option and with the addition of the potential inclusion of a Mille Lacs Band housing project.

The PowerPoint presentation reviewed the need for a new facility, which is driven by the age of the existing system, growth in the city and the changing regulatory environment. The presentation showed that the city must go through this process in order to be able to get permits to expand and to qualify for federal and state funding.

He then presented the alternatives that were evaluated which were to do nothing, expand the ponds on the existing site, convert the ponds to an advanced aerated system, construct a mechanical plant at the existing pond site or construct a mechanical plant at the main lift station site and use the existing ponds to serve the FCI and the Mille Lacs Band proposal.  Included in the review were the estimated costs for each alternative.

The recommended alternative is to construct a mechanical treatment facility at the existing lift station site and to utilize the existing ponds for the FCI and Mille Lacs Band development.  The estimated total project cost is fifteen million dollars.

He also presented a possible timeline for the project.  The next action after submission and review by the PCA is a public hearing.

Ron Seymour then discussed with the Council various funding mechanisms and scenarios.  There are various loans and grants available but any financing will include an increase in user rates. 

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to approve and adopt the Wastewater Facility Plan as presented with Option 5, new mechanical plant at the lift station site, the preferred option and further to authorize SEH to submit the Facility Plan to the Minnesota PCA.  Motion approved 4-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to adjourn at 7:55 p.m.  Motion approved 4-0.

______________________________

Leonard Bonander, Deputy Mayor
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Attest:







Sam Griffith, City Clerk

