SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

May 04, 2011

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:        Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander 

Members absent:         none

Staff present:               Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Greg Anderson - SEH, David Kettlewell, Bruce Christiansen, Les Darnell 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Council member Tauer said she had received calls on the Old Military Road project as well as concern about the golf cart vandalism at the Course.  Council member Bonander stated that PaddleFest was well attended.  Council member Stadin asked about the compost pile hours.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the meeting minutes for April 20 and April 25. Motion carried 5-0. 

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Tauer to accept the consent agenda as follows: 9A-Declare Canon copier at Golf Course as surplus property, 9B-Approve gaming permit for the month of July for the Sportsmen Club raffle, 9C-Approve gaming permit for the month of November for the Sportsmen Club raffle, 9D0Approve Special Even permit for Rapid Riders Canoe and Kayak Club. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay claims in the amount of $43,937.55. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINES

Sewer Rodder

The cities of Hinckley, Sandstone and Askov jointly purchased a sewer rodder in 1995. Recently, Askov requested that Sandstone and Hinckley. Sandstone then passed a motion in February, which stated that Askov would be paid $2,500. Askov responded on March 25 asking for $4,000 and also adding that they would remain co-owner if the $4,000 was not approved. Sandstone denied their request on April 6 and Hinckley also denied the claim on May 3.  Staff will be sending a letter to the City of Askov.

No action taken. 

NEW BUSINESS

Sewer Back-up

The City Council has the authority to set policy for this employees and operations. The League of Minnesota Cities had recommended that the City adopt a policy regarding how claims for sewer back-ups would be handled and the City approved such a policy. The League is now recommending a change to the policy that also covers damages from water main breaks. The policy makes it clear to residents the circumstances under which the City and the Insurance Trust will reimburse for damages from sewer back-ups and water main breaks.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2011-07, which amends the limited clean-up and property damage to the Protection Policy. Motion carried 5-0. 

Public Works summer helper

The City previously approved the advertising for a Public Works summer helper. They received seven applications and the Personnel Committee performed interviews on three of those applicants. The Personnel Committee recommends the Council offer the position to Jack Schutt. 

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to hire Jack Schutt as the Public Works summer helper, with a salary of $8.25 an hour. Motion carried 5-0. 

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims and the Library Board minutes-April 12. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARING

Motion Bonander second Tauer to open the Old Military Road Improvement Project Public Hearing at 7:15 pm. Motion carried 5-0.

The City approved an amended Feasibility Study for the Old Military Road Project and ordered a Public Hearing. The City is in the process of deciding whether or not to improve Old Military Road. They need to decide what improvements will be included in this project if they decide to undertake it. They also need to decide how they project will be financed. Part of the project can be paid for from the Storm Water Fund, but the remainder would be assessed and levied.  State law requires that the City assess at least 20% of the total project cost therefore the Council must discuss it will consider assessing the benefiting parcels. The City Engineer has provided options for how the project can be assessed. 

Staff noted that the purpose of this public hearing is for informational purposes and to receive feedback. Greg Anderson of SEH presented the various options for assessing this project. Staff reminded everyone that that this was not an assessment hearing. 

Bruce Christiansen stated that he wanted to know how much this project would impact him, and also asked where the water would be drained. Staff noted that it would be directed towards the highway and into the regional storm water pond. 

David Kettlewell asked how far the improvements would go along Old Military Road. Staff responded that the work would affect the stretch from Eagle Drive to Highway 123.  

The consensus was the improvements need to be done, the question is how it will be assessed and paid for. 

Bonander asked if an individual’s assessment could be paid over 10 or 15 years. Staff replied that usually it is spread over 10 years but 15 years is possible, but because of interest, usually it is set at 10. 

Kester noted that the citizens of Sandstone complain that streets are bad and ask that the City fix it. He continued that it may not be appropriate for people to complain about assessment when the City is now responding to complaints about bad streets. 

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to close the Old Military Road Project Public Hearing at 7:48 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve Resolution 2011-07 to proceed with the Old Military Road project and order the preparation of plans and specifications. Motion carried 5-0. 

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS (continued)

Discussion of street projects with City Engineer

The City has a prioritized list of street improvement projects. They have budgeted a small amount specifically for street improvement projects. While the City is possibly going to undertake the Old Military Road project, the Council would like to look at doing another small project. 

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to authorize the City Engineer to get a cost estimate for repairing two blocks of Division Street. Motion carried 5-0. 

NEW BUSINESS (continued)
Demolition of Milk-drying plant

The City was previously ordered by the Court to take down the old milk-drying plant. In response to that order, the City had the hazardous materials within removed so that the building could be demolished. The Council then had MSA Engineering prepare specifications for the demolition of the building and authorized going out for bids on the demolition. 

Ten bids were received. The low bidder is Stack Brothers Mechanical if the work to be done is the base bid and alternate #1 (abandonment of the wells). The total bid of Stack Brothers for the two is $114,000. 

The City applied for a cost share grant from Soil and Water that, if approved on May 5, could pay 50% of the cost of well abandonment. 

Kester expressed the feeling that the City should not be responsible for taking down a building that does not belong to them. Stadin stated that the City had no money for repairing the streets, so how could they even consider demolishing this building. Bonander replied that Stadin was right, but that the City had received a Court order and needed to comply. Staff noted that the Court order was to bring the building up to code or demolish it.  

Motion Bonander to award the contract for the demolition of the old milk-drying plant and the abandonment of the two wells to Stack Brothers Mechanical, to approve Change Order #1, which reduces the well abandonment cost by $2,000 and to authorize Staff to perform all duties and take all steps to see that required signatures and etc. are done to get the project underway. Motion died for lack of a second.

Motion Stadin, second Atterbury to determine costs for sealing the two wells and the building. Motion carried 3-2. 

Bonander stated that the Council made a poor choice and that more problems would arise due to that choice. He also noted that the City would probably end up paying more down the line than they would have had to had they just demolished the building.  

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

The Administrator noted that the plans and specifications for Robinson are ready and that buying or repairing the street sweeper is still being looked into. He also mentioned that there would be patch work on the streets would be done on Minnesota Street and on Main Street, and sidewalk repair at Fifth Avenue and Commercial Avenue. 

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn at 8:58 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.
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