PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

February 8, 2011

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, White

Staff: Stadin, Griffith

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:20 am

Motion Colsrud, second Dybvig to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion White, second Franklin to approve the minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Updates
Robinson Park – Ice Climbing

Life to the Max TV show on WCCO TV on Saturday night February 6th had a segment on ice climbing in Robison Park.

There was a brief discussion about the ice climbing accident a week ago.

Tennis Courts

Staff will respond with a letter but has not yet completed this task.  The KREEC site may be offered instead of the Rec Area as the KREEC site has fewer development options.

Ice Rink

The City received no responses to its ad for volunteers at the warming house.  Two persons did volunteer (Stadin & Barsness) for a day each.

Continuing Business 

Grants

The Commission discussed whether or not to pursue some of the grant funds currently available.

The consensus is to get started locally on projects and then look for funds to complete.

Robinson Park

There was an extended discussion about camping in the park.

The first item is there needs to be a donation box.  Council member Stadin suggested the system used in a lot of campgrounds and state parks.  Staff will research.   

Commission will develop a suggested donation amount.

There should be fire rings for each site.

There would be no supplied seating but there needs to be a decision if a picnic table should be provided to each site.  Tables could be built by the FCI.

There needs to be a source of firewood as campers should not be bringing any wood in because of the emerald ash borer problem.  Should this be a fundraiser for a youth group like the Boy Scouts or should they be referred to existing sources such as Victory Station?

There needs to be a sign with rules.  

    What rules and the location of the sign need to be determined.

What kind of camping will be allowed?  Primitive camping with tents is okay but will we allow pickups with toppers or campers?

What should be the limit of time someone is allowed to camp in the park? A lot of campgrounds have a two week maximum.

Should we allow camping in the Quarry itself in the summer?  Could/should we create several pull-though camping areas?

We do allow winter camping in the Quarry.

What about installing grills?  

   The consensus was not at the camp sites but maybe at the picnic shelter.

How would garbage be handled?  No one wanted a garbage receptacle at each site.  It should be a if you bring it in, you take it out.  We may need more receptacles in the main area, but the question becomes how do we handle overflow on the weekend?   

We are assuming the City Public Works will do maintenance, garbage pick up and donation pick up.  What do we do on the weekend?  Is this a fund raiser for a non-profit?

Could we create a space and have a host live in the park and be responsible for these responsibilities including seeing that people pay and monitoring behavior?

City would have to change its ordinance to allow people in the park after dark.

Would need 24/7 phone number(s) for questions or problems.

Do we set up a reservation system for the sites so we can coordinate with Banning State Park?   Probably not at the beginning but have a plan in place.

What other things need to be done to make the park more user friendly?  One suggestion from the last meeting is to remove a lot of the trees so that the quarry walls can be fully viewed.

Commission members agreed to review and think about these questions and see what other questions there might be and what are some of the answers to some of these questions.

KREEC

Staff asked if they wanted a follow-up to last month’s suggestions as the 20-year bond limitations are over on the site.

The Commission agreed that the DNR should be contact to see if the want the east portion of the property and that Lee Greenly be contacted to see if he is still interested in the south portion of the property.  Perhaps an appraisal needs to be done.

Once the land issues are settled, the Commission will look at the remaining land and consider a smaller Preserve project.

Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Colsrud to adjourn the meeting at 7:52 am.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

