CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

June 11, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
Frederickson, L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Riley, Spartz

Members absent:
Hilty

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Tim Franklin; Council liaison Johnson 

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion t Gafkjen, second Riley to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve the minutes of March 12.  Motion approved 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING - none

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Project Updates

Hospital – Financial feasibility work was to be completed in June. There was a new method of reimbursement that has caused a need to redo a portion of the study.  Pine Medical has not made any comment about a new completion date.

Rail station – Feasibility study is completed with the preferred option being a station at the Mille Lacs Band casino with the City becoming the site of a cleaning facility and a rail station.  Nothing is yet finalized ad the Band has not yet committed to the project.    

Golf Course – Preliminary design work and a grading work plan is completed.  The Golf Commission is reviewing costs to determine what might be accomplished with volunteers.  With the Course continuing to lose money the City is determining whether this new investment will create a break-even operation.

Big Box

City is actively marketing several freeway area properties to big box companies.

Lincoln Ave parcel

City agreed to sell the parcel to Mike Johnson for the development of an additional twin home.

Spruce Road

City has awarded the contract for the development of a road base fro Spruce Road so that there is access to the acreage purchased.

Well siting

Council has approved the drilling of a test well.  The test site will be located near the new hospital site where the City has an option with a landowner for a well site.  If the test proves positive, the City will acquire the property and work with the Planning Commission in enforcing the wellhead protection requirements.

Free Church property – The Church is moving forward but they have not yet hired their planner.  They have gotten a state permit to install a commercial entrance replacing the driveway entrance. 

NEW BUSINESS

Discussion of CUP application

It was suggested to several potential CUP applicants to come and visit with the Planning Commission about their plans.  Neither project sent a representative.

Vacant Commercial Building Windows

Council asked the Planning Commission to discuss and recommend whether or not the City should develop and enforce criteria regarding windows in vacant commercial buildings.

Staff explained that there is no consensus of thought around the state for these kinds of requirements.  Some cities require windows covered, some require advertising or displays and many have no requirements. 

City attorney had presented some design criteria used in Mankato as the best example.

The discussion revolved around whether or not such criteria should be developed and how could you enforce such requirements.

Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to recommend to the City Council that they adopt said standards but to ask for voluntary compliance.  Motion approved 5-0.

Vacant Commercial Buildings

The discussion was on whether or not a zoning or use permit should be required when a vacant commercial building gets a new tenant.

The issue is when the new occupant is a use that would require a conditional use permit or is not a permitted use at all in the district but if they move into a vacant building there is no review or approval by the City.  Specific examples were used – trucking firm in Central Business District and a thrift store in a Business Service District.  Some businesses are good neighbors and do not create problems but what can the City do if the new tenant creates a problem – without a permit required the City has no lever.  How do you encourage business to open and flourish in town and yet protect the neighbors and the public from problems?

Motion Spartz, second T Gafkjen to direct attorney to develop ordinance language requiring a zoning and/or use permit for occupancy in buildings in commercial zoned districts.  Motion approved 5-0.

OTHER

Park Improvement Plans

Staff shared with Commission the fourth draft by the Park & Recreation Commission to come up with a list of park improvements for possible funding by a bond issue.  This is the first draft with cost estimates.

There was considerable discussion about specifics but from a land use standpoint there was nothing proposed outside of the Comprehensive Plan.  Commission members will be kept up to date on the final proposal when ready for submittal for Council consideration.

May 13 Planning Meeting 

There was a quick review of the FIRST planning meeting.  Those who attended thought there was some very good information presented.  Several comments regarding the wishes of some that there be no development were expressed.   Staff said that when the compiled information from all of the meetings is available he would share that with the Commission.

ADJOURN
Motion T Gafkjen, second L Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 8:11 pm. Motion carried 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

