PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

December 8, 2008

Members present: Barsness, Dybvig, Franklin, Murphy

Staff: Griffith

Others: Gene LaLonde

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:12 am

Motion Dybvig, second Murphy to approve the agenda. Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Franklin, second Dybvig approve November minutes. Motion carried 4-0.

Park Improvement Projects

The discussion centered on the process by which the Park & Recreation Commission can fulfill its mission.  The Council provided the Commission with a directive to come up with a park improvement plan.  The Commission should not frame its planning and prioritization on whether or not there is money or whether or not a bond issue is the appropriate way to finance the improvements – that is the job of the City Council. There will never be enough money to do all the improvements the parks need.  The job of the Commission is to provide the Council with the information they requested and make them make the money decisions. 

The Commission is of the opinion that they are comfortable with the priority list and that it is important that the Council provide for some activity in 2009. The plan may be implemented over a period of years.

Motion Murphy, second Dybvig to approve the revised project improvement priority list for submission to the City Council.  Passed 4-0.

Motion Murphy, second Barsness to make Robinson Park improvements the top Commission priority and recommend to the City Council that funds be budgeted in 2009 for the Robinson Park improvements and that staff be directed to find and apply for recreation grants available to support these improvements.  Motion passed 4-0.

The Commission agreed that they would spend the next several meetings finalizing the remainder of the priorities and develop a presentation to the Council on all the improvements.   The Commission needs to remember that they need to plan for all members of the community. 

KREEC

Staff updated on KREEC history and plans.  Betsy Danielson was unable to attend.  Staff provided some background on the funds available to use only on the KREEC site.  

Rec Area

Member Franklin reported a conversation with J Pat Dewey about interest in the softball fields.  As there is no town team, perhaps there   

Motion Murphy, second Franklin to request the soccer association to appear before the Commission and present their needs.  Motion approved 4-0.

Other

IceFest

There was a short discussion about the involvement of the rock and ice climbers in the improvements that have been done in Robinson Park and how the Commission needs to develop a way to help advertise and broadcast such activities.

Lions Hill

Staff reported that a warming house attendant has been hired and that the rink will be flooded.

Gazebo

Staff has had further discussion with the committee that is forming to fund raise for the improvements to the gazebo.  More information will be presented as they progress in their plans.

Golf

There was a discussion about the role the Park & Recreation Commission can or should have in providing input into the course.  Staff made members aware that they need to be aware of the golf course issues, as there could be a competition for attention and funds. 

Council meeting

Member Murphy asked that all members be present at the December 17 Council meeting to support the Robinson Park budget request.

Adjournment

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to adjourn meeting at 8:50 pm.  Motion approved 4-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

