PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

March 10, 2009

Members present: Barsness, Colsrud, Dybvig, Franklin, Johnson

Staff: Griffith

Others: none

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 7:05 am

Motion Colsrud, second Franklin to approve the agenda. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin to approve February minutes. Motion carried 5-0.

Priority List 

Robinson Park

Griffith presented information he had gathered about bathrooms in Robinson Park.  He got a quote from Paul’s Portables for two porta-potties for the summer.  Other options are q portable bathroom on a trailer that can be moved in and out.  Security and vandalism are a concern.  There are pre-built bathrooms which are installed on slabs.  He had also contacted the DNR for specifications for vault toilets used in State Parks.

Motion Colsrud, second Johnson to request the Council have two porta-potties placed in Robinson Park this summer while a permanent solution is being developed.  Motion approved 5-0.

He discussed needed improvements to Wagon Bridge Road which are in the City’s 2009 Street Improvement Plan. He has also filed a request with the DNR for consideration of DNR road improvement monies for this project.  He is waiting for a response.

There is an approved FCI Community Service project for developing primitive campsites.  Commission member Barsness will coordinate this project.  There was a discussion about fire rings and Commission member Barsness will research and report back.

Camping will mean a need to develop a policy for camping and the development of a system for donations.  The need for a summer supervisor in the park will be part of that discussion. 

Playground – Johnson Park

Commission member Franklin shared her research on playgrounds.  Assuming a 5 to 12 year old age group, the systems cost from $ 15,000 to $ 30,000 not including installation and surface.  There was discussion about what equipment to include and it was felt that working with a particular company to design would be the best option considering that Minnesota has many rules regarding playgrounds, equipment and surfaces. 

Consensus of the Commission is for Franklin to continue planning and to assume a budget of $ 20,000 for equipment plus the cost of surface.  She will also research the community build option. The equipment should be planned so that additions can be made easily in the future.

Skate Board park

Commission member Johnson shared information on skate board parks and the discussion was about what type of park and where it could be located.  It should be located in a public location.

The ramps and equipment can be concrete, steel or plastic.  There are advantages and disadvantages to each.  There are different warranties for each.  It was felt that the build it yourself ramps would not hold up to probable use.  

The type of park and equipment in it will help determine the amount of space needed and determine where it might be located. Some park should be designed so that additional equipment can be added easily at a later date.  

Consensus of the Commission is for Johnson to continue planning and to assume a budget of 

$ 25,000 for equipment plus the cost of the surface on which to install.  

Train Park

The improvements would be a sidewalk and decorative streetlights.  These would be paid for from City Capital Project funds.

The renovation of the bandstand is being undertaken by a non-profit group who will do their own fund raising.

KREEC

Betsy Danielson is developing costs for the first phase of this project and will have cost estimates for the next meeting.

The KREEC site will have matching funds to complete proposed projects.

Angle Park

In addition to being the possible location for the skate board park, the Commission also felt that there should be a picnic shelter added and that horseshoe pits should be developed.

Rec Area

Although the City has not heard form the Soccer Association, the Commission is assuming that they will locate in the area.  The discussion continued about also being able to use the space for at least one softball field.  To complete development of a softball field would  be to put down ag line in the infield.  This assumes no fencing.

If the area activities are to be soccer and softball perhaps a small playground is needed.   Commission member Dybvig reminded the members of previous discussions about developing a “primitive” playground involving some rocks to climb, a tree trunk to walk on, a mound of dirt and a hole in the ground. Everyone liked that idea.

Phase Two for the Rec Area would include plans for sand volleyball courts, a basketball court and a picnic shelter.

Other

Commission agreed that there is a need for a special meeting to review progress on developing plans and cost estimates for the improvements.   They agreed to meet either Tuesday the 24th o Wednesday the 25th.

Adjournment

Motion Johnson, second Franklin to adjourn meeting at 8:13 pm.  Motion approved 5-0.

Minutes by

Sam Griffith

