CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

July 8, 2009

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
J. Frederickson, R. Frederickson, L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Hilty, Riley

Members absent:
A. Spartz

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Tim Schmutzer & Selena Laursen of PHASE

                                     Gary Koland & Phil Kester




Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion Riley, second T Gafkjen to approve agenda with addition of a New Business item Meadow Brooks Final Plat review.  Motion approved 6-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to approve June minutes.  Motion passed 6-0.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Staff provided an update on the major projects facing the City.  Planning is continuing for the Hospital project including some initial site layouts and the EDA has acquired two parcels and is setting closings on the other two.

The Rail Station project has contracted for the PEIS, the programmatic environmental impact study which should have an initial report out by the end of year which should identify stations sites. The review of the PEIS will take a number of months after that.  

The Old School redemption period ends in late August and the Council is starting discussions about how to market and how long it will keep the building standing.

PUBLIC HEARING

Conditional Use Permit – PHASE

Motion T Gafkjen, second Hilty to open the Public Hearing at 7:15 pm.

PHASE Recycling has applied for a Conditional Use permit to allow for the drop-off of recyclables at the building at 104 Main instead of at the sheds. They have provided all the materials required by the ordinance and have paid the required fee.  Staff had the hearing notice published in the newspaper and sent written notices to surrounding property owners.

Tim Schmutzer, stated that PHASE started operations in January and are proposing the on site drop-off as that they can make their operations more efficient. The building is large enough to handle the inside drop off of materials on a 24/7 basis.   The use of the building would increase safety for all as there is 24 hour camera surveillance and would help identify those abusing the service.  The sheds in Sandstone would go to other sites in need of more space and would allow PHASE to develop a northern, a central and a southern site for drop-off.  The location would also allow PHASE to make educational materials available to the public.  

The Commission asked for any additional comments from the public.

Motion T Gafkjen, second J Gafkjen to close the Public Hearing at 7:20 pm.

The Commission reviewed the draft finding of facts and the written list of staff recommendations.  

Motion T Gafkjen, second Riley to recommend to the City Council that they approve the Conditional Use Permit for PHASE based on the Finding Of Facts presented and with the following recommended conditions:

A. No parking by employees near drop-off area or drive through at front of building.

B. Hours for drop-off to include weekend hours

C. One dumpster allowed for cardboard other outside storage or containers will require acceptable screening.

D.  Number for complaints and clean-up to be prominently posted inside and out

Motion approved 5-0.
NEW BUSINESS

Herdina Parcel Split and Purchase

The City & the EDA are proposing to buy a portion of the Herdina property for right of way purposes to the Hospital and well sites.  This requires a parcel split to separate the right of way from the remainder of the property.  A survey and new legal descriptions have been completed.

The Planning Commission must comment on the purchase of property by the City and/or EDA to determine if the sale meets the goals of the Comprehensive Plan.

Motion L Gafkjen, second T Gafkjen to state to the City Council that the Herdina purchase meets the goals of the Comprehensive Plan and further the Commission recommends to the Council to approve the splitting of the Herdina Parcel 45.0097.000 as proposed.  Motion approved 5-0.

Meadow Woods Final Plat

The Sandstone Evangelical Free Church has submitted a proposed Final Plat for review.  The Planning Commission is not required to make a recommendation to the City Council however the Commission reviews Final Plats as they spent all the effort reviewing the Preliminary Plat.

Staff also handed out a copy of the city ordinance regarding plats and a copy of the Council resolution approving the Preliminary Plat of Meadow Woods with conditions.

The Commission reviewed each condition and either saw the changes reflected on the plat or saw that the condition would be part of the Development Agreement.

The consensus of the Planning Commission was that the Free Church is in compliance with the conditions stated in the preliminary plat approval resolution.  They hoped the Free Church will proceed with development.

ADJOURN
Motion L Gafkjen, second R Frederickson to adjourn meeting at 7:45 pm. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

