SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

June 6, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:53 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Atterbury, Stadin, Bonnander

Members absent:
Johnson, Edmond

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Hejny, CATV

Others present:
Gene LaLonde, Jeremy Wurpts, Steve Heth, Tim Franklin, Sally Brewster, Deputy Frehse, Tony Vavricka

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 3-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Facilities Plan – Jeremy Wurpts
The City is anticipating future expansion of its wastewater treatment system.  A draft  Facilities Plan was presented to the Council at a previous meeting at which time the Council requested the study of an additional option.  When the cost estimate for this additional work was received, the Council wanted further explanation regarding the costs. Jeremy Wurpts, S.E.H., appeared before the Council to explain that option requested to add to the study was to build a mechanical plant on the east side of the Kettle River.  The FCI would continue to use the ponds.  

When Atterbury suggested that the MPCA might change the rules regarding discharge into the Kettle River and that it might be more economical to pipe the wastewater over to the ponds, Wurpts responded that crossing the river with wastewater is a more complicated process than merely the purchase and installation of the pipe; the permitting process is quite involved.

Wurpts further explained that the approved Facilities Plan will be submitted to the MPCA for the March 2008 funding process and that construction could then begin in July 2009.  Griffith pointed out that the monies would come from the sewer fund and that the decision is not being made yet as to which option the Council will select.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the contract amendment to the Facilities Plan contract with S.E.H.  Motion carried 3-0.

Other Engineering Issues – Steve Heth

Administrator Griffith had previously written to letter to S.E.H. regarding incomplete work and unanswered questions.  Steve Heth appeared before the Council to address these issues.  In regard to the Vork Addition, Heth stated that the preliminary plat would be ready for the July 11th Planning Commission meeting.  On the issue of billing rates for Steve Rose was resolved with Griffith prior to the Council meeting.  Heth asserted that the lack of a response to a request from the City to develop a fee the City could charge for discharge into a regional storm water pond was a result of miscommunication among the S.E.H. staff and that he will get that information to Griffith soon.  A final issue involves the work on Minnesota Street.  Heth responded that there was some delay since Knife River bought out Bauerly Brothers and that clean up work on the project still needs to be completed.  

PUBLIC HEARINGS

2006 Sidewalk Assessment

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to open the public hearing on the 2006 Sidewalk Assessment at 7:20 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0.

This project was completed too late last year to be assessed to this year’s taxes.  Staff presented the proposed assessment roll for Council consideration.

Sally Brewster submitted a written complaint and appeared before the Council to protest the work done on her portion of sidewalk.  She provided pictures illustrating that the new sidewalk together with the new apron means that vehicles bottom out entering and existing her driveway.  Griffith pointed out that the new sidewalk is level with the adjacent ones.  A second complaint is that she is being assessed for both the sidewalk and the new apron.  She admitted that the driveway and previous apron were broken.  

A second written letter stated that the footage and therefore the amounts charged against parcels R45.5005.000 and R45.5006.000 on First Street were reversed.  The amount to be assessed should be switched.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to recess the public hearing; to direct Staff and Engineer to review the amounts assessed to 326 and 334 First Street and to review the situation at Ms. Brewster’s property; and to place the public hearing on the agenda for the June 20th Council meeting.  Motion carried 3-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Deputy Frehse reported that there were 55 calls in Sandstone for the month of May.  He reminded the Council and public of the curfew hours for juveniles.  

Fire Chief Spartz informed the Council that the City can acquire a better storm siren through the Firewise Grant and requested permission to proceed with the application.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the application through the Firewise Program for grant money to upgrade the storm siren system.  Motion carried 3-0.

Atterbury mentioned a complaint he received from a resident near Palisades and Washington who was not notified in advance of the water shut off.  Griffith responded that the work took much longer than anticipated and he apologized for the inconvenience.  He also expressed the Staff’s appreciation for the patience of those residents who were affected.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the regular meeting minutes of May 16, 2007.  Motion carried 3-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Approve hire of Tony Nelson – Golf Course groundskeeper; Approve Golf Course concessions and catering contract; Approve contract with Jane Grundmeier.  Motion carried 3-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve and pay claims in the amount of 74,504.97.  Motion carried 3-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Sidewalk Project

The 2006 Sidewalk Project is completed and Bailey Construction has submitted a request for final payment.  S.E.H. has reviewed and approved the payment subject to submission of Consent of Surety to Final Payment.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve a payment of $7,660.46 to Bailey Construction for the 2006 Sidewalk Project subject to receipt of Consent of Surety to Final Payment.  Motion carried 3-0.

Comp Time

The Council had previously discussed changing the Personnel Policy relating to use of compensatory time.  The proposed change would allow use of earned comp time anytime within the calendar year with the exception of time earned during the months of November and December.  Curing those months the time would need to be used within eight weeks so that there would be minimal carry over into the new year.  A maximum of 40 hours can be accrued.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to amend the Personnel Policy to change the use and accrual of compensatory time off.  Motion carried 3-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS (continued)

Special Events Ordinance

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to open the public hearing on the Special Events Ordinance at 7:50 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0.

After a music festival was proposed to be held at the former airport site, the Council determined that it would consider an ordinance to regulate this and other special events.  The City Attorney drafted a Special Events ordinance at the Council’s direction.  

Tony Vavricka, the music festival organizer stated that he had no issue with the proposed ordinance.

Gene Lalonde pointed out that a special events ordinance helps to keep the event organized and designates a point person.  It also helps reduce the risk to the City.  

Griffith explained that the City’s main concern is to protect the health and safety of City residents as well as that of the event participants.  

Tim Franklin stated that a summary publication of the ordinance is too brief and that the public needs to be informed as to the specifics of such an ordinance.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to close the public hearing at 8:10 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0.

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to table the discussion of the Special Events Ordinance until the next regular Council meeting.  Motion carried 3-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Safety Policy

The Personnel Policy provides guidelines regarding employee injuries.  After reviewing the policy, the Safety Committee is recommending improved language to more specifically identify the employee’s responsibilities following an on-the-job injury.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to amend the Personnel Policy to change the language relating to employee responsibilities after an injury.  Motion carried 3-0.

Street Overlay Contract

The Council had previously authorized Staff to advertise for bids for street overlay work.  Two quotes were received.  The Council reviewed the quotes.  

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to award the contract for street overlay work to Rocon Construction for the first three items on the proposed list and to pay for the work from the Capital Improvements Fund.  Motion carried 3-0.

2007 Sidewalk & curb and gutter work

Staff is suggesting breaking any project in 2007 into two projects.  The first project would be to complete sidewalk and curb & gutter work on County Road 64 and for an apron and cement drive area between the bank and the post office.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize S.E.H. to prepare more complete cost estimates and specifications on the 2007 sidewalk and curb/gutter work.  Motion carried 3-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Attebury to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims, Planning Commission minutes – May 9, Safety Committee minutes – May 15, Clean Up Day report – May 5, Golf Operations report – June 3.  Motion carried 3-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council that the first Council meeting in July has been moved to July 2nd.  He also informed the Council that he has requested an engineering proposal for some drainage projects, that the School District has requested an updated proposal for water supply, and that the City accepts responsibility for not properly notifying residents on Palisade Avenue of the water shut off.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adjourn at 8:25 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

