SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

October 3, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin

Members absent:
Bonander

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, Aaron Johnson, CATV

Others present:
Tim Franklin, Gene Lalonde

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to approve the agenda with the addition of 12-C, considering a policy for Channel 13.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Edmond mentioned that he had received complaints of a house on 123 and Court Street that had garbage in a van in the yard.  Griffith responded that two letters had been sent out.  

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Edmond, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of September 19, 2007.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Stadin, second Johnson to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Authorize Administrator attendance at Initiative Foundation presentation—October 17—St Cloud   Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to approve and pay claims in the amount of $69,831.94.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Discuss Purchase/Lease of Equipment

The Council had previously discussed either purchasing or leasing equipment for snow removal.  Demonstrations were provided of several of these items.  The Council had determined that the City should take on the responsibility of removing snow from the sidewalks in the commercial district.  The discussion centered on these issues: whether to lease or buy, multiple uses for the equipment, the advantages and disadvantages of each piece, and of course, the costs involved.  

Motion Edmond, second Atterbury, to purchase a used Skid Steer with utility bucket and broom and a trailer, a 1999 Ford F-450 with 9’ western plow, and a used Toro Groundmaster 4100-D mower (for the Golf Course) with a 4-5 year equipment note. Motion carried 4-0.

Administrator’s Report

Each year the Council provides the Administrator with a job performance review, and the Administrator has the opportunity to request amendments to his contract.  The Council discussed the issue in closed session at the September 19th meeting and referred it to the Personnel Committee.  The Personnel Committee met but did not come to a consensus on the Administrator’s request—salary increase of 4% beginning January 8th, 2008, and an increase in the amount of $250 per year of City’s contribution to Administrator’s Deferred Comp Plan.  Atterbury favored a 3% increase; Bonander was inclined to grant the Administrator’s request of a 4% increase.  Stadin pointed out that Griffith’s compensation is not comparable to other administrators in the region.  Edmond agreed that the request was justified.  Atterbury argued that the union staff was not given raises.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to grant the Administrator’s request of a salary increase of 4% beginning January 8th, 2008, and an increase in the amount of $250 per year of City’s contribution to Administrator’s Deferred Comp Plan.  Motion failed 2-2.    

Consensus was to table the discussion until the full Council meets November 7th.  

NEW BUSINESS
Wagon Bridge Road

The Council had previously directed staff to get quotes for survey work to make improvements to Old Wagon Bridge Road.  Staff asked for proposals to undertake the survey work necessary to create the topographical information needed to develop a plan for improving the road and mitigating storm water issues.  The City had previously received a proposal from SEH.  Staff contacted them twice requesting that it be updated, and received no response.  The City also received a proposal from Snake River Land Planning. 

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to accept Snake River Land Planning’s proposal for professional services for the topographical survey for Old Wagon Bridge Road.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Consider Authorization—Council Member Bonander to Washington D.C.

The Council discussed authorizing Council member Bonander to go to Washington, D.C. to speak with and lobby Representatives Obey and Oberstar, and Senators Klobuchar and Coleman.  The City has been working to be recognized as a regional station on the rail line; Council member Bonander would attend these meetings to represent Sandstone.  

Motion Edmond, second Stadin to authorize Council member Bonander to attend the Washington, D.C. meetings regarding the train station project, and to reimburse him for travel and other expenses as per the City Travel Policy.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Policy for Channel Thirteen

The City has received a request from a nonprofit organization, Kettle Kinship, to post their announcements and evetns on Channel 13.  The current policy allows for only School and City activities to be posted.  Both Stadin and Johnson voiced the opinion that to do so would be to open the City up to future requests, some of which would be objectionable to the residents.  Atterbury wondered if a fee could be charged for this service.  

Motion Johnson, second Stadin to not change the City policy regarding advertising on Channel 13.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims: Golf Course weekly report--September 17th and 24th; Sandstone Fire and Rescue minutes—July 23rd and August 27th, Sandston Fire and Rescue Relief Association minutes—July 23rd.  Motion carried 4-0.

Johnson requested that the Fire Chief and Public Works Supervisor report in person periodically.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members about the upcoming workshop on October 17th regarding how to recognize a gang.  He also mentioned that a contractor would be in town next week and any resident who wants private cement work done can submit his name to City Hall.  Griffith mentioned that the DNR will be sharing the costs of herbicide and plantings in the KREEC site.  The Community Service projects are scheduled for October 10th and 17th.  These are painting the cemetery buildings and weeding at the Interchange.  The City is having some issues with the LMCIT regarding the Golf Course insurance package.  Additionally, he informed the Council that the Facility Plan report will be discussed in January.  

Gene Lalonde provided an update on the Sandstone Rail Station.  

Griffith suggested that the Council set aside additional time to discuss development issues.  

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to set a Special Meeting for October 10th at 6:30.  Motion carried 4-0.  

Council recessed at 9:12 for a closed session—Union Negotiations.

Council reconvened at 9:24 pm.

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to direct staff to respond to the Union request in writing as discussed in the closed session.  Motion approved 4-0.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 9:25 p.m.
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

