SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

September 6, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Atterbury, Gafkjen, Bonander

Members absent:
Johnson

Staff present:

Griffith, Hormillosa

Others present:
Blair Nelson, Harold Berg, Melissa Springer, Darla Calverley, Laura Gustafson, Cheri Holm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Workshop – 2007 budget

Griffith reviewed the proposed preliminary 2007 budget and summarized various items for the council’s consideration.  Bonander questioned whether the purchase, in conjunction with Hinckley, of a jetter should be included in the regular budget.  Griffith responded that the issue of the purchase of a jetter had three options:  pay cash out of a reserve equipment fund, levy for it, or not proceed with the purchase.  After discussion, it was determined that the funds for the jetter would not be considered a general fund expenditure.  Bonander questioned the need for fireworks insurance since the venders are required to carry it.  Griffith responded that LMCIT also requires the City to carry it.  Other issues discussed were the projected reduced increase in the LGA in the future (under the current formula) with the increase in population due to the prison addition, the increased costs for law enforcement services for the same level of service provided, and the possibility of providing our own fuel.  Gafkjen suggested that the $2,000 allocated for elections could be stricken from the proposed budget since this is not an election year.  Griffith also pointed out some possible personnel changes which would increase or decrease the amount of the budget and consequently the amount needed to be levied.  He added that there would be a need for a small increase in the City water rate.  

The Ehlers report which will identify the amount requested to levy for the Wild River apartments was not yet available.

Johnson arrived at 6:55 p.m.

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to continue the workshop and budget discussion to a special meeting on Wednesday, September 13th  following a special EDA meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the regular meeting minutes of August 16 and the special meeting minutes of August 24, 2006.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

A public hearing had been scheduled regarding a conditional use permit granted in July 2003 to Physiques.  The conditions of the permit had not been met and the City notified Physiques as to the needed corrective action.  Physiques did attempt to meet the condition, however, the work done still did not bring the business into compliance with the conditions of the permit.

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to continue this public hearing until the next regular Council meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Melissa Springer pointed out the dangers of vehicles traveling in excess of the speed limit on Minnesota Street.  There are a number of seniors as well as children using this street.  Without a posted speed limit, all city streets have a speed limit of 30 mph.  The council members agreed that excessive speed on this and other streets is a problem.  Springer suggested that speed bumps could possibly be installed when paving work is done this fall.  She also pointed out that the new grocery store would generate even more traffic on Minnesota.  Edmond asked for input from the deputy.  Griffith responded that the deputy is scheduled to be at the September 20th meeting and the issue could be discussed further at that time.   Council further directed staff to write a letter to the Sheriff asking for consideration of some speed enforcement actions.

Harold Berg pointed out that Channel 13 had announced the meeting start time to be 7:00 p.m. not 6:30 p.m.  Griffith admitted that there are not enough staff hours to keep the information up-to-date.

Griffith also reminded the Council and public that Tuesday the 12th is an election day and that the new machines will be in use.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Hand checks; Set Truth-in-Taxation hearing for December 6 (initial) and December 20 (final).  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $93,208.95.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Ken Chambard request for reimbursement – mailbox

The City has an unresolved issue with Ken Chambard in that a city snow plow knocked over his mailbox and post in December of 2005 and agreed to reimburse him for the cost of materials, not labor, upon submission of receipts.  Chambard is again requesting that the City reimburse the full amount including labor.

Griffith stated that mailboxes are installed in the right-of-way, of which the City retains control.  The City does not currently have any language relating to mailboxes in its Right of Way ordinance.  He provided the Council members with copies of the County policy.  It states that the replaced mailbox must conform to certain set standards and that it will reimburse a maximum of $75.00.  

He also pointed out that Mr. Chambard had not yet provided the City with any receipts for materials or labor.  

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to reimburse Ken Chambard, upon submission of receipts, for parts and labor to replace his damaged mailbox in an amount not to exceed $75.00.  Motion carried 4-1.

In the absence of a City policy regarding mailboxes and their supports, the Council agreed to continue discussion of this issue at a following meeting.

Harold Berg request for reimbursement – improvements on Minnesota Street

The City has had an unresolved issue with Harold Berg in that he undertook some drainage improvements along Minnesota Street at the verbal approval from a City employee and has not been completely reimbursed for those costs incurred.  Mr. Berg spent $3,390.08 and in May 2005 asked that the City reimburse $1,456.08, the remaining amount to be considered for reimbursement when Minnesota Street is upgraded.  At that time the Council agreed to reimburse Mr. Berg for sixty feet of pipe, in the amount of $549.20.  Berg has again submitted a reimbursement request for the remaining $2,840.88.  

Motion Edmond, second Gafkjen to pay Harold Berg the remainder of the requested reimbursement for drainage improvement along Minnesota Street in May of 2005.  Motion carried 5-0.

Request to resume control over Miss/Junior Miss program

One of the activities of Quarry Days for a number of years has been the presentation of a Miss/Junior Miss Sandstone program.  It has been run and managed by volunteers according to a set of written rules for participation as well as responsibilities of the candidates and selected royalty.  A controversy occurred this year in that only one candidate made application and the Chamber then decided to invite another candidate to participate.   The lone initial candidate was the daughter to the program organizer and there was a question if this presented any conflict of interest.  The program organizer, Laura Gustafson, requested that responsibility for the program be taken back under the control of the City Council.  Ms. Gustafson appeared at the Council meeting to assure the Council and residents that she had run the program as the rules dictated and as advised by other such directors.  Griffith pointed out that the program along with the rest of Quarry Days was turned over to be managed by the Chamber.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to refer the matter of the Miss/Junior Miss Sandstone program back to the Chamber for a board decision.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Award 2006 Sidewalk Improvement Project
The City has undertaken a sidewalk improvement project and advertised for bids.  The Council reviewed the bids received.  The low bidder was Bailey Construction.

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to adopt Resolution 2006-28, a resolution awarding the 2006 sidewalk improvement project.  Motion carried 5-0.  

Darwin Larson request for reimbursement for cat control

The City directs residents to contract with Lee Greenly when there is a cat overpopulation problem or feral cats which need removal.  Mr. Larson is requesting a reimbursement of $220 which he paid to Greenly to have 11 cats trapped and removed from Lark Street.  

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to reimburse Darwin Larson in the amount of $220 for the trapping and removal of cats in the Lark Street area, upon submission of receipts.  Motion carried 5-0.

ECRDC contract for EDA grant application

The City will apply for Federal EDA monies for infrastructure improvements if the hospital locates in town.  The application will go through the ECRDC, who has proposed a contract for their services in submitting the grant application. The estimated expenses total $2,500.  

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the grant application contract with ECRDC in an amount not to exceed $2,500.  Motion carried 5-0.

KREEC design planning contract

Portions of the KREEC site was logged, the funds raised being designated for future development.  Dazzle Gardens has submitted a contract for the development of a master plan for the reuse of the KREEC site.  

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve the contract with Dazzle Gardens for the development of a master plan for the reuse of the KREEC site, in an amount not to exceed $2,000, the funds to be paid out of the logging proceeds.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to accept reports as follows:  Summary of paid claims – 8/16/06.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council members that written comments regarding the Administrator’s review were to be submitted to the mayor, as the review is due in September.  He also reminded the Council and public that filing for City offices would be open after 8 a.m. on August 29 and until 5 p.m. on September 12.  Primary Election day is Tuesday, September 12.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to adjourn at 8:42 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor







____________________________________







Attest:







Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

