Regular Council April 19, 2006


SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING 

April 19, 2006

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Bonander, Gafkjen, Atterbury, Johnson, Edmond

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hejny, Alana Tyson   CATV

Other present:  
Karen Wilson, Jerry Wilson, Tina Doornink & Mike Pagh of Great Lakes Management; Jeremy Wurpts & Greg Anderson of SEH, Gene Lalonde, Judy Britton, Warden Cross of the FCI, Lezlie Ballis with Lakes & Pines CAC, Brad Hiler, Blair Nelson, Courier

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ADDITIONS OF CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve agenda with addition of April 11 minutes.

Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Area Utility Fees 

Greg Anderson of SEH discussed proposed infrastructure projects to supply the proposed 

hospital site, serve the west side of the interstate and service the former airport site.  Part 

of the way to pay for those costs is to establish an area utility charge which pays for some 

or all of the costs of the “backbone” utilities.  

He reviewed the various ways to develop these charges and discussed what acreages 

Should be charged.  He presented a map showing which parcels would come under these

new charges if  approved.

Council felt comfortable proceeding with developing these area fees and directed SEH to

Come back to them with alternatives for them to consider.

Facilities Study

Jeremy Wurpts of SEH presented the Council with an update on the Facilities Plan.  This 

plan must be developed and approved by the City before any expansion can take place 

with the sewer  ponds.   If we assume that the area the City sees as developing and would 

be covered by the area utility fees discussed previously were to completely develop, the

City would need over 100 additional acres of pond surface.  Obviously the City does not 

have enough acreage at the site to cover this kind of development.  Mr. Wurpts pointed 

out that the facilities study will consider the various alternatives to treatment including all 

ponds or a mechanical system and options in between.  The study will take about another 

year to complete.

Community Service Project – update 

City has been working to establish a community service project in cooperation with the 

FCI.   May 6 is clean up day in the City and at Robinson Park. The project would include 

inmates unloading and weighing items brought in and also do clean up. A letter was sent 

to the FCI requesting their participation. Warden Cross stated that they were approved by 

headquarters in Kansas and have identified ten inmates for the project.  When the inmates 

are not at the FCI the FCI is not responsible for feeding them. The City must do this and 

have them back at 3:40 for count. 

No action requested

Lakes and Pines Agreement – Lead Based Paint Remediation 

The City of Sandstone has been awarded a Lead Hazard Control Grant through the

Minnesota Department of Employment and Economic Development. It started when a local family’s young son’s blood tested positive with high levels of lead. The purpose of the grant is to partially fund the cost of lead control in the home. Lakes and Pines is providing the other funding for the work but this grant must be given to a municipality. The family is still waiting for a second bid from another contractor. The process cannot be started until the contract is finished.  
The City stated its willingness to involve itself in this project if Lakes and Pines would provide a contract for the City wherein Lakes and Pines would be responsible for all administrative duties and responsibilities.

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to adopt Resolution 2006 – 11 accepting a Lead Hazard Control Grant from State of Minnesota. Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to enter into Lead Hazard Control grant agreement with the State of Minnesota. Motion carried 5-0. 

The proposed contract provided by Lakes and Pines provided for the City to indemnify and hold harmless Lakes and Pine for this project.  Staff in consultation with the city attorney  recommends the City not sign the contract with that provision.

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve signing the contract with lakes & Pines upon deletion of Item 8 under Section 5 of the contract. Motion carried 5-0.

PETITIONS OF COMPLAINTS

Deputy reported on various activities and because of some petty thefts going on advised people to keep their cars locked.

A resident complained to a Council member that the street sweeper may need some repairs. There were also some pot hole complaints. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Gafkjen to approve April 5 and April 11 minutes. Motion carried 5-0. 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

None

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to consent agenda as follow: approve sale and payment of perpetual care for three spaces, approve hire of Compost Monitor, approve hire for Cemetery Groundskeepers, set Special Meeting; May 15 at 6:30 pm. Motion carried 5-0. 

FINANCE OFFICE REPORT

Claims

Motion Gafkjen, second Bonander to approve and pay claims in the amount of $25,821. Motion carried 5-0. 

Financial Status Report

Finance Officer submitted a short report for the information of the Council.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Master Gardener project at Interchange – update 

City Council has talked for some time about starting a landscaping project to improve the Sandstone Interchange. MNDOT stresses the importance for community involvement and support. The staff has put this in a set of potential community service projects with the FCI. Pine County Master Gardeners and MNDOT will come to a Council meeting to explain the program in more detail before a formal application is made to MNDOT.

No action requested

NEW BUSINESS

Consider City Code Amendment 

The City Code relating to water supply needs to be updated. City has a Water Conservation Plan which sets triggers to implement the conservation plans.  The Code needs to be revised to set those triggers, set an enforcement procedure and set penalties for non-compliance.  The Code needs to reflect the procedures for enacting restrictions in case of a need to made reductions in water demand. 

Motion Johnson, second Gafkjen to direct staff to have an attorney codify proposed triggers, enforcements and restrictions for Council consideration.  Motion carried 5-0. 

Excavation Permit Renewals

Mike Johnson and Gary Stafne have both applied for a renewal of their fill and excavation permits. Both firms will be crushing this year. The required fees were paid. Staff would propose to set the same operating conditions as last year. 

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to approve renewal of both permits with restrictions as  listed and upon submission of insurance and restoration bond compliance. Motion carried 5-0. 

Consider Changing Public Work staffing

In the spring there is always more public works chores to do than people to do them. Public Works is always organizing which projects to get done and those plans are always disrupted. One alternative would be to make the current 30 work hours a week position into a full time 40 hors per week.  The second alternative would be to hire a temporary summer helper.  To do so would require creating a job and a physical job description and setting a pay rate and finding a source to pay for the cost. 

Council directed staff to prepare information for creating the temporary summer helper position and to bring that to the next Council meeting.  Further they directed staff to put the consideration of making the Public Works Worker a full time position a part of  the 2007 budget discussions. 

REPORTS

Motion Gafkjen, second Johnson to accept reports as follows: Summary of paid claims, April 12 Planning Commission minutes, Public Works operation report, PeopleService operations report, Fire Department minutes. Motion carried 5-0. 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Pine County Restorative Justice Committee has designed a program to work with youth in Pine County who have committed property crimes. City is looking for community members to be a part of a community panel. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Administrator Griffith mentioned the following items of interest -Board Review – April 24 at 7 pm; NIMS training – May 15 at 6:30pm at Fire Hall; Sexual Harassment Prevention training – June 12 – at Fire Hall; 
Spring Clean-Up Day – May 6; Rain Garden Workshop – June 13 at 6 pm; and the LMC – Annual Conference – June 28 – 30 in St. Cloud.  Mentioned possible land swap with County. 

ADJOUR

Motion Gafkjen, second Edmond to adjourn meeting at 8:10 pm. Motion carried 5-0. 
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Randy Atterbury





Mayor

Attest:

_____________________________________

Jessica Hejny

Recording Secretary

