CITY OF SANDSTONE

PLANNING COMMISSION

November 12, 2008

CALL TO ORDER

Members present:
R. Frederickson, L. Gafkjen, T. Gafkjen, Riley, Spartz

Members absent:
J. Frederickson; Riley

Staff present:

Administrator Griffith

Others present:
Jody Johnson; Laurie Koski; Ron Osladil; Selina Laursen, 

                                    Craig Thorvig & Tim Schmutzer

Vice Chair T Gafkjen called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

All present recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

AGENDA
Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve agenda.  Motion approved 5-0.

MINUTES

Motion L Gafkjen, second Spartz to approve September 10 and September 24 minutes.  Motion passed 5-0.

CONTINUING BUSINESS

Staff provided an update on the major projects facing the City.  The Free Church has completed all the work requested regarding the Preliminary Plat.  The Engineer is completing their review now that the attorney’s Plat Opinion has been issued. The engineer will issue and final letter of review and then the Church can have the final Preliminary Plat drawing done.  They are applying for a Conditional Use permit so the Commission will be having a Public Hearing at their December meeting.  They will also be receiving the proposed Development Agreement next week.  Once the CUP is granted and the Development Agreement is signed they can then submit the Final Plat.

The Rail Station project is awaiting decisions by others.  The Rail Alliance has all the funds necessary to proceed with the environmental work.  This work will take at least a year and will include the Sandstone location in the study.  The owners of Grindstone Acres have offered land for a station and the City of Hinckley has an initial drawing of a station.  The City is continuing to attend meetings.

The Golf expansion is at the stage where the Council has approved the logging of the timber this winter.  They have made no final decision on whether or not to proceed.  There will be a survey sent out shortly to help gauge community interest and support of the project.

The Hospital project is still awaiting the completion of feasibility studies.  Staff is continuing to work with the probable builders of the facility.

NEW BUSINESS

Reappointments to Commission

The terms of members Lisa Gafkjen, Geoff Hilty and Andy Spartz end on December 31 of this year.  All expressed an interest in being reappointed.  Staff will take this to the City Council.

PHASE recycling project

Staff presented a memo regarding the recycling project prepared with consultation with the City attorney.  In summary, the memo stated that, as a valid Purchase Agreement was in place prior to the City’s adoption of the new Zoning Use permit ordinance, the project is grand fathered.  In addition, a non-profit owned business is a permitted use but wholesaling is a conditional use.  Although the project is grand fathered, staff performed a Finding of Fact to see if the use would meet conditional use permit requirements, which it does.  Staff then had discussions with PHASE wherein they have agreed to some voluntary conditions.

Spartz commented about his frustration with the grandfather status of the project.   PHASE’s director Tim Schmutzer explained that they will not be collecting or processing garbage and that the operation will have fewer trucks that than the previous use and that there will be less noise than the previous use.  PHASE staffer Selina Laursen explained that their operation is licensed and monitored by the state.  Schmutzer went on to explain that they would be picking material up from the existing sheds at least once a week and then unloading and sorting the materials, packaging them, storing them and then selling them to vendors.

Member L Gafkjen asked about amount of storage space and what they would do if it got to full.  The response is that the contract with vendors requires them, the vendors, to pick up. Last year Pine County recycled 5, 000 tons of material.  The PHASE operation is designed to handle and store 10,000 tons.

There was then a discussion about what education would need to take place to get more people to recycle more things.  A future possibility to establish curbside pick up of certain materials.  The plan would also include the ability to allow drop off of materials at the site.  Once again the discussion became about garbage and the current habits of how people use the sheds. That is why the staff recommendation is to not allow any drop off at the site until their operation is established and education and incentives can be established so that there are adequate controls in place to prevent some of the abuses currently happening at the sheds.

Member Spartz questioned the adequacy of the sprinkler system to handle the proposed material storage.  The system is being analyzed currently.

Craig Thorvig stated that the previous use of the site was more intensive in terms of traffic and trucks and outside storage of materials that what PHASE is proposing.

Schmutzer repeated PHASE’s commitment to continue to operate this new operation in the same manner as they run their current operations inside their existing building.   The operation will create 21 new positions, eleven of which will be community jobs with a projected payroll of $ 250,000 for those jobs.

Member Hilty stated that the operation would not be obtrusive and that PHASE has been involved in the community for a long time and has been a very good neighbor.

There was a short discussion about some general modifications to the voluntary conditions with it clear that the Commission felt that PHASE should establish a track record with this operation before starting any site drop off program.

As this was just a review there was no formal action taken by the Commission.

OTHER

Staff updated the Commission on the regional planning effort.  The strategy plan was included in the packet.  This will be a future topic of discussion.

ADJOURN
Motion Spartz, second L Gafkjen to adjourn meeting at 8:22 pm. Motion carried 5-0.
Minutes by Sam Griffith

