SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

January 17, 2007

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Atterbury called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Members present:
Edmond, Johnson, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:
none

Staff present:
Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Hormillosa, CATV Hejny

Others present:
Tim Franklin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

There were none.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS

Johnson mentioned that she had received several complaints regarding snowplowing with the last snowfall.  Griffith responded that some relate to locations where the County and State plow.  Bonander noted that the clarity of Channel 13 is much better.  Stadin asked about the fund balances referred to in letter from the State Auditor.  He felt that too much of the City’s financial resources may be tied up in reserve.  Griffith responded that the audit was done at the end of December when the fund balances are higher and that in February when debt service payments come the balances will be lower.  Stadin also requested that the skating rink be flooded so that it could be used now that the weather has gotten colder.  He suggested that the hydrant be moved to the back of the chalet so that it could be used for such a purpose.  Finally, he mentioned the issue of dogs running loose in the City.  Griffith stated that the City does respond to animal complaints and that residents who have dog issues should call City Hall.  Atterbury expressed a desire to see more aggressive marketing done for the Wild River Senior Building.  Griffith noted that Great Lakes Management will be attending the February EDA meeting to provide the annual report.  Atterbury also took issue with dangerously icy roads and suggested that the City is not clearing snow adequately.  Griffith responded that the areas at issue is not a public right-of-way.  Stadin’s 2000-2006 Planning Commission and camera operator services were recognized with a plaque.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to approve the regular meeting minutes of January 3, 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARINGS

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Edmond to accept the consent agenda as follows:  Reappoint Lisa Gafkjen to Pine County Airport Committee; Set date for the Fire Formula meeting with the townships for Thursday, February 15; Authorize attendance at LMC Safety and Loss Control workshop – April 12 – St. Cloud for Griffith, Mikrot and Spartz; Approve the move from probationary to permanent full time of John Mikrot.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCE OFFICER’S REPORT

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve and pay claims in the amount of $294,970.09.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Council members were provided the December 2006 Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure report.

OLD AND CONTINUING BUSINESS

Sidewalk snow removal

Due to the fact that there are three governmental entities removing snow in the City of Sandstone, some commercial properties have snow removed from their sidewalks and some do not.  Ultimately, it is the business owner’s responsibility to clear the walks, but the City has an interest in public safety and security.  The Council needs to determine sidewalk snow removal policy and then determine the best approach.

The Council had directed Staff to research the costs of various snow removal equipment.  For approximately $4,600, the Golf Course tractor could be outfitted with a broom attachment.  The City would need to consider man hours needed from the Public Works Department to operate the equipment.  Another option is a skid steer with a broom attachment.  This runs approximately $25,000.  There are no local contractors for this kind of work.

Edmond stated that, in the interest of public safety and security, he felt that City policy ought to include the removal of snow from sidewalks in the downtown commercial district.  Bonander pointed out that purchase of a skid steer would have many uses for other City projects.  

Griffith noted that the City’s snow removal contract with Brian Klar currently calls for snow removal from 7 sidewalk blocks in the commercial district.  

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to direct Staff to research the costs of snow removal on nine additional commercial sidewalk blocks under the contract the City currently has with Brian Klar.  Atterbury argued that a policy should be in place before taking action on implementation.  Motion carried 4-1.

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to include in the City’s snow removal policy the clearing of snow from all commercial district property sidewalks, and to table the discussion of acquisition of snow removal equipment until a later date.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motor Patrol repairs

There are two additional repairs needed to make the motor patrol functional:  brakes and a leak in the exhaust system.  Public Works Supervisor Mikrot is able to repair the brake himself, but the leak in the exhaust needs work in the range of $2,500 to $3,500.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to authorize the motor patrol exhaust repairs in an amount not to exceed $3,500.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Fee Schedule

The Council reviewed the proposed 2007 Fee Schedule, with Griffith pointing out some increases and the reasons for those increases.  The City must be able to correlate the amount of the fee charged with the cost incurred by the City.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2007-02, Resolution establishing a fee schedule for the City of Sandstone for 2007.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider offer to purchase Tire & Lube for City Garage

The owner of Tire & Lube has offered the building and property to the City for development of a new City Garage.  The Planning Commission discussed the offer and concluded that such use would not be in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and recommended that this site stay a commercial use.

Stadin pointed out that the City, County and State all have garages in one central location and that the City’s acquisition of an additional lot through a land swap with the County has provided an opportunity to develop a new City Garage at the current site.  

Motion Stadin, second Edmond to not negotiate for the purchase of the Tire & Lube property.  Motion carried 5-0.

Elimination of Head Groundskeeper Position at the Golf Course

Compliance with the Fair Labor Standards Act requires that the City eliminate the Head Groundskeeper position at the Golf Course as a salaried position.  The existing seasonal position job description is to be reviewed and updated to reflect any changes.  Gerald McCorkell, current Head Groundskeeper, was notified of this change and has been encouraged to apply for the position on an annual basis.

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to eliminate the Head Groundskeeper position and to revise and update the seasonal groundskeeper position job description.  Motion carried 5-0.

Library Carpeting

The Library has requested and the Council has budgeted $6,500 for new carpet in the Library.  Four quotes were received.  The Librarian has made a recommendation for the carpet estimated to cost $6,757.50.  It is not the lowest bid, but is a higher quality carpet.  The Library has requested that FCI Community Service workers assist with the moving of books and shelving.

Motion Stadin, second Bonander to authorize the Library carpet project and to contract with Adelman’s Floor Covering to do the work, and to pay for the project out of General Reserve funds, assuming the FCI Community Service crew is available to do the work of moving the books and shelving.  Motion carried 5-0.

Smoking Ban

Pine Medical Center has requested that the City enact a smoking ban on any public property within 100 feet of their property.  Bonander relayed that in a conversation with Tim Zwickey, the Council was asked to defer the discussion of this agenda item until he could provide more specific language.  

Motion Johnson, second Bonander to defer the discussion on a smoking ban on public property within 100 feet of Pine Medical property until the hospital administrator provides more specific language.  Motion carried 5-0.

Reimbursement to Thorvig

The City had requested that the storm sewer pipe at the development of the ballfield site be oversized to accommodate future City needs.  In Section 4.01 of the signed Development Agreement, the City agreed to reimburse the developer (Thorvig) for the difference in the cost in the size of the pipe in an amount not to exceed $75,000.  Thorvig has provided the City with documentation that his additional costs did exceed $75,000.

Motion Bonander, second Johnson to approve the reimbursement to Thorvig in the amount of $75,000 as per the Development Agreement.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to accept reports as follows:  Paid claims and PeopleService operations – January 9.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Griffith reminded the Council and public of the workshop on February 7, at 6:30, on passenger rail service between Duluth and the Cities.  He also mentioned a probable workshop on February 21st on the Facilities Plan for the sewer ponds.    Other noteworthy items included:  annexation workshop on January 24 for Edmond, Stadin and Gafkjen; the City will be notified of any meeting with Hinckley and/or Pine City regarding a police department; Harv Lindstrom’s retirement from the Joint Powers Building Official Board and the hiring of a new inspector; the completed City/County land swap; the review of the Interchange Landscaping Plan by MNDOT this month; and the preliminary application for the development of a City evacuation plan.

ADJOURNMENT

Motion Johnson, second Edmond to adjourn at 8:39 p.m.

_______________________________________

Randy Atterbury, Mayor
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Donna Hormillosa, Recording Secretary

