SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING

August 15, 2012

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00pm.

ROLL CALL

Members present:  Tauer, Kester, Atterbury, Stadin, Bonander

Members absent:  None

Staff present:  Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Orr, Hormillosa CATV

Others present:  Liesel Schmidt, John Kern

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept and add the following items to the agenda: 11B. Adopt Resolution 2012-22-approving Land Donation Agreement; 12D.  Accept Safety Grant award for $6000 from MN Dept. of Labor & Industry; 12E. Install 2 Children at Play signs; 13D. People Service operations; 13E. Ehlers Market Commentary

Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS

Discuss 2013 Budget

Staff requested that this be postponed until after tonight’s EDA meeting.  Council agreed.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS
Bonander gave a report on Quarry Days. There were a lot of crafters and the car show was very strong. Bingo made a profit.  He expressed thanks to all the sponsors and participants. The Mayor noted that the fireworks lasted about 10 minutes and they were “great”.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to approve the meeting minutes of August 1.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING

There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the Consent agenda which was to adopt Resolution 2012-21 setting a Public Hearing for September 19 for PHASE refinancing. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS

A/P Clerk –claims

Finance Officer Cash Balance Report

Motion Bonander, second Kester to accept and pay the claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS

Extend deadline for filing Final Plat for Meadow Woods

City Code requires that the Final Plat be completed and recorded within one year of approval of the preliminary plat. A two year extension was granted on August 20, 2010 to the Sandstone Evangelical Free Church on the basis of them not wanting to proceed with development until a decision on a new hospital was made. 

The Free Church is requesting an additional two year extension of the filing deadline.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to grant the Sandstone Evangelical Free Church a two year filing extension of the Final Plat for Meadow Woods.  Motion carried 5-0.

Adoption Resolution 2012-22-Approving Land Donation Agreement

The City has accepted the land donation of three undeveloped and zoned residential lots located at the corner of Palisade and Washington when the owner agreed to place no covenants restricting their future use and subject to a Land Donation Agreement. The property owner has signed and returned the Agreement to the City.  

Motion Bonander, second Tauer to accept the donation and the terms and conditions in the Donation Agreement and authorize the Mayor and Administrator to sign the Agreement.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS

Approve transfer of interest in sign at Hwy 23 & Lake Street

The city owns the sign at the corner of Lark Street & Hwy 23.  The Golf Course has requested permission to place a directional sign on the sign.  The current ordinance reads that if a private property party uses a governmental sign then there must be governmental signs on the sign.  The City has discussed giving up all interest in the sign to the property owner.  All ordinance requirements would still apply.  The land owner sent an email agreeing to take responsibility for the sign.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to release all interest in the sign located in the SW quadrant of the intersection of Hwy 23 & Lark St. to the property owner.  Motion carried 5-0.

Adopt Ordinance 2012-07-amend the Sign Ordinance

The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing to take comments from the public on the proposed change to the Sign Ordinance which allows for a larger directional sign in approved locations in highway business and industrial zoned areas.  The hearing was August 8th.  The Planning Commission recommends that the City Council approve the amendment.

The amendment would be to increase the square footage of a directional sign from nine (9) square feet to twelve (12) square feet.

Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve Ordinance 2012-07 which amends the City Sign Ordinance to allow for a larger directional sign in highway business and industrial districts.  Motion carried 5-0.

Set special meeting to adopt preliminary budget and levy
On or before September 15 the City must set a preliminary budget and a preliminary levy.  The regular Council meeting dates are the 5th and 19th of September.  The Council decided to meet early on the 5th after the EDA meets to discuss the budget further. They proposed to meet at 6:00 p.m.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to postpone until after EDA meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Accept Safety Grant award for $6000 from MN Dept. of Labor & Industry

LMCIT performed a safety audit of Public Works garage. Some recommendations for improved safety included acquiring a general service lift, rolling jacks, and a small scaffold system based on a review of the work  the crew does such as repairing riding mowers, loading mowers and salt boxes, etc.  The total estimated cost of the project is $13,107.22.  A grant of $6,000 from the MN Dept. of Labor & Industry was awarded to the city.  Money is budgeted in the Safety Account and the Public Works account for purchase of equipment.  Alana Tyson wrote the grant and John Mikrot researched the equipment.  

Motion Kester, second Stadin to accept the grant and authorize the Administrator to sign the Grant Agreement and order the safety equipment.  Motion carried 5-0.

Install two Children at Play signs

There is a request to place two Children at Play signs at the intersection of MN and Grant.  A petition by 10 immediate neighbors was submitted.  Council member Kester inquired as to the cost of each sign.  Staff felt that each sign would cost $30-$40.  Posts would also need to be ordered.  

Staff recommended if there are any questions by council or public about the placing of more signs, they should be brought to the Council’s attention. 

Motion Kester, second Tauer to order and install the two Children at Play signs as proposed.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS

Motion Bonander, second Atterbury to accept the Paid Claims, Park & Recreation minutes, Planning Commission minutes, People Service operations, and Ehlers Market Commentary reports.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS

Kettle Kinship
An e-mail was sent to Shawn Jansen of Kettle Kinship which allowed the placement of the clubhouse with a banner in the City parking lot from August 5 to August 12.

Administrator’s Review-September

The Administrator’s contract calls for an annual review in September.  An Evaluation Form will be placed in the mail boxes of the Council members before the September 5 meeting. Administrator will discuss his contract requests with the Personnel Committee and bring them to the Council. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT

Next Thriving Community Session will be Tuesday, September 11.  There will be a meal and about a 1 ½ hour program.  Next Library Space meeting is 9-18-12.  A response to the complaint letter from Julie and Darwin Larson was in the packet.  The ordinances relating to the compliant will be discussed at next meeting.  Results of Primary Election were 150 people voted about an 18-19% turnout rate.  There was 1 filing for Mayor and 1 filing for Council.  There will be 2 seats on the ballot for Council.  Staff reminded Council members to watch where campaign signs were placed on roadways and public property.

RECESS

Motion Stadin, second Kester to recess at 7:22 p.m. Motion carried 5-0.

MEETING CALLED BACK TO ORDER

Meeting called back to order at 7:29 p.m.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

2013 Budget Discussion

Money needs to be budgeted in engineering and legal costs regarding the new hospital.  Re-application for grant for Robinson Park with a $26,000 match is included.  There are no levy limits this year but Council needs to keep in mind they could be reinstituted and be careful of how they levy.  A levy can be lowered after it is, but it cannot be raised.    

The Fire Department will be submitting costs for a new pumper.  Staff is proposing we take half of the cost from the Fire Department Equipment Fund and pay cash for the other half by an inter-fund loan thus avoiding the costs of issuing an Equipment Note and paying a lower interest rate.

There is a significant deficit in the sewer fund.  Council will be asked to approve a rate increase but the Council would like to keep the rates as level as possible.  

When asked, the council has stated that they only want to see paperwork regarding changes to the budget.  Staff informed the council that complete documentation on the current budget is available thru July.  

Motion Bonander, second Kester to have the Administrator set special meeting times for budget discussions before the regular meeting on September 5. Motion carried 5-0.

ADJOURN

Motion Tauer, second Stadin to adjourn at 7:54p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

__________________________

Randy Atterbury

Mayor
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