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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY – JANUARY 17, 2018  

6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

5. Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 

(Comments from Visitors must be informational in nature and not exceed (5) minutes per person.  The City 

Council generally will  not engage in a discussion or debate in those five minutes but will take the 

information and find answers if that is appropriate.  It is  unacceptable for any speaker to slander or 

engage in character assassination at a public City Council meeting.) 

6. Public Hearing: None 

7. Special Item of Business: 

a. River Bluff Project – Neighborhood Meeting (at 7:00 p.m.) 

8. Consent Agenda:  

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes: January 3, 2018 (pgs. 3-9) 

b. Small Cities Development Program Policies (pgs. 10-14) 

i. Prohibition of Excessive Force Policy 

ii. Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace 

iii. Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan 

9. Old & Continuing Business: None 

10. New Business 

a. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-01 rescinding City Code Section 1320 – Driver’s Licenses and 

Registration of Motor Vehicles (pgs. 15-16) 

b. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-02 rescinding City Code Section 911.03, Subd 2 – Dog Registration 

Required (pgs. 17-19) 

c. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-03 rescinding City Code Section 1160.13 – Contributions to City 

(Gambling) (pgs. 20-21) 

d. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-04 rescinding City Code Sections 305.31, 305.33, 305.35, 305.37 (pgs. 

22-25) 

11. Reports 

a. Fire Department Report (pg. 26) 

b. Library Report (pg. 27) 

c. Park & Rec Commission Meeting – January 12, 2018 (pgs. 28-30) 

1. Special Event Permit – Boy Scout Troop 67 (pgs. 31-32) 

d. Planning Commission Meeting – January 10, 2018 (pgs. 33-41) 

1. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-05 adding City Code 911.14 – Keeping of Chickens  

2. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-06 approving summary publication of City Code 911.14 

3. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-07 amending City Code 911.01 – Definitions 

4. Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-08 amending City Code 911.07 – Farm Animals     

e. Financial Reports 

1. Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report – December 2017 (pg. 42) 

2. Vendor Approval Summary Report – January 3, 2018 (Paid Claims) (pg. 43) 

3. A/P Clerk Claims – January 4, 2018 – January 17, 2018 (Unpaid Claims) (pgs. 44-51) 

4. Morgan Stanley Account Statement – December 2017 (pgs. 52-56)  

12. Written Notices and Communications 

a. Thank You Note from ETA (pg. 57) 

b. ECRDC - Region 7E Legislative Round Table on Broadband Internet (pg. 58) 

13. Administrator’s Report 

14. Adjourn 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

January 15 CITY HALL CLOSED – MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY 

January 17 9:00 a.m. – Old Highway 61 Meeting 

January 17 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

January 17 7:00 p.m. – River Bluff Avenue Neighborhood Meeting 

January 18 10:00 a.m. – Meet w/MN DOT re HWY 123 Project 

January 22 10:30 a.m. – NLX / Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

January 22 9:00 p.m. – Sandstone Fire Relief Association Meeting 

January 23 6:30 p.m. – Hospital District Meeting 

January 24 10:00 a.m. – Northern Lights Express (NLX) Advisory Commission Meeting 

January 24 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

January 25 1:00 – 8:00 p.m. – SCDP Appointments w/Homeowners 

January 26 10:00 a.m. – GPS 45:93 Meeting 

January 30 6:00 p.m. – Pine County Local Government Officials Meeting 

February 1 9:30 a.m. – Pine County Housing Initiative Meeting 

February 1 10:30 a.m. – East Central Housing Organization (ECHO) Meeting 

February 5 7:00 p.m. – ECRDC Region 7E Broadband Round Table Discussion 

February 7 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

February 9 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting 

February 12 3:00 p.m. – Sandstone History and Art Center Meeting  

February 14 Noon – Sandstone Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting 

February 14 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 
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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

January 3, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Devlin and Palmer  

Members absent: none 

Staff present: Administrator George  

Others present: Deputy Workman, Deputy M. Anderson 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance. 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Motion Devlin, second Franklin, to approve the agenda with the addition of Sheriff’s Deputy 

Report.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  

 

Sheriff’s Deputy Report 

Deputy Workman and Deputy Anderson were present to report on December activity, noting that it was 

a busy and cold month.  Call summary included 12 suspicious activity, 7 disturbances, 12 alarm calls, 5 

thefts, 1 assault, 1 domestic.  There was 4-5 pages of calls, including civil matters.   

 

Workman asked about the City Ordinance for snowmobiles and ATVs.  Council Members stated that 

there are travel paths that are to be followed in and out of town.  The Administrator will provide the 

deputies with the ordinance and map of travel paths.   

 

Anderson reported on an incident at Arlen Kranz Ford where he was able to follow fresh tracks in the 

snow to find a person hiding in the back of one of the pickup trucks.  The person was issued a citation.   

 

The deputies have been watching an increase in foot and vehicle traffic at the laundromat.  The owner of 

the business asked the deputies to kick people out if they are not actually doing laundry.   

 

Approximately $200-worth of items were stolen from the Family Dollar store; three parties were 

arrested.   

 

Recently, a suspect was arrested and a lot of mail was found inside his vehicle; officers are investigating 

the matter further to see if it is related to previous thefts that occurred at the City’s drop box, the 

Sandstone Post Office, and the Askov Post Office.   

 

The Deputies have been giving out warning tickets for winter parking violations; they have noticed that 

people are moving their vehicles after receiving the warning.  If a vehicle is not moved, Workman stated 

that he will notify the City because the Sheriff’s Department does not tow; the City will have to do that.   

 

Council Members asked the Deputies to check on semi trucks that are parking on 123 in front of Family 

Dollar to unload.  This practice is causing a safety concern, creating a visual hazard.  
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PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

Council Members have heard from hockey enthusiasts who are happy to see the hockey rink getting 

flooded.  They also noticed that the street lights downtown are all in working order. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin, to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 

 
c. Approval of Meeting Minutes: December 20, 2017  

d. Adopt Resolution 20180103-01 – Designate official polling place  

e. Adopt Resolution 20180103-02 – Designate official depositories  

f. Designate City Council meeting dates for 2018  

g. Designate City pound  

h. Designate Building Official to administer Building Code  

i. Appoint Administrator as GPS 45:93, NLX, ECHO, and Old Hwy. 61 representative 

 

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Devlin, to designate the official newspaper as the Pine County Courier.  

Motion passed 4-0, with Franklin abstaining because he is the owner of the newspaper. 

 

Mayor Spartz asked for discussion about the content of the minutes that are published in the newspaper.  

Currently, just the motions are published – no discussion or additional details.  There is a statement that 

the complete document is available at City Hall.  Staff will add a statement that they are also available 

on the City’s website.   

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Appoint or Affirm Board, Commission, Committee Members for 2018 

The Council reviewed the list of current members on various Boards, Commissions & Committees.  

Motion by Franklin, second by Devlin, to reappoint Andrew Spartz to the Planning Commission 

for a 3-year term and Council Member Phillip Kester as Deputy Mayor for 2018.  Motion passed 

5-0. 

 

The Council discussed whether or not some of the committees that have been established over the years 

are still necessary.  After discussion, motion by Franklin, second by Palmer, to dissolve the following 

committees: 

 

      * Development Committee 

             Community Development Advisory Commission 

      * Kettle River Center Advisory Board 

      * Golf Course Advisory Board 

      * Community Festival Advisory Commission 

      * Intergovernmental Committee 

      * Rail Committee 

      * Wild River 

      * Loan 
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Motion passed 4-0, with Devlin opposed stating that he would like to see some oversight through 

the “Loan Committee” of the recent City practice to perform sewer or water connection work for 

property owners and then assess the costs onto their property taxes.  This practice will be addressed 

in the Special Assessment Policy that the Administrator is working on.   

 

The following existing appointments were affirmed: 

 

Economic Development Authority     Planning Commission  

Phillip Kester, President       Randy Riley, Chair 

Val Palmer, Vice-President      Rene Stadin, Vice-Chair 

Peter Spartz, Treasurer       Reese Frederickson 

Brandon Devlin         Andrew Spartz 

Tim Franklin          Steve Palmer 

Brian Warner         Cassie Gaede 

Kris LaBounty         Cassandra Linder 

Kathy George, Executive Director     Peter Spartz, Council Liaison 

Kara Nelson, Recording Secretary 

 

Park & Rec Advisory Commission     Fee Dispute Resolution Committee 

Dave Barsness, Chair        Tim Franklin 

Dorothy Dybvig         Eric Spartz 

Mary Franklin 

Karry White          Finance Committee 

Tony Vavricka         Val Palmer 

Eric Sturtz          Peter Spartz 

VACANCY 

Tim Franklin, Council Liaison      Library Board  

            Peter Spartz, Council liaison 

Fire & Rescue Committee        

Peter Spartz          Negotiation Committee 

Brandon Devlin         Peter Spartz 

            Brandon Devlin 

Personnel Committee         

Peter Spartz          Rental Appeal Board 

Phillip Kester         Val Palmer 

 

Consider Resolution 20180103-03 – Adopt 2018 Fee Schedule 

The Council reviewed the Fee Schedule with the Administrator.  The proposed 2018 Fee Schedule has 

been updated to include various fees that are established in City Codes but were not previously listed on 

the Fee Schedule.  Through the review process, the following changes were made: 

 

(1) City Code Section 1160.13 – Lawful Gambling – Contributions to City can be rescinded. 

(2) Late Payment Fee was changed from 12% to 10%, which is what is stated in City Code. 

(3) The Park & Rec Advisory Commission will be asked to consider adding a section in City Code 

to regulate Commercial Use of all City Parks, not just Robinson Park. 

(4) City Code Section 911.03, Subd 2 – Animal Control - Dog Registration Required, can be 

rescinded. 

(5) Staff will follow up to see if the City still issues Burning Permits or if this is only done by the 

DNR now. 
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(6) The Water Rate per Gallon is increasing from 5.30 to 5.35/1000 gallons. 

(7) The Water Base Fee is increasing from 13.63 to 14.13. 

(8) The Sewer Rate per Gallon is increasing from 4.15 to 4.30/1000 gallons. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Spartz, to approve the 2018 Fee Schedule as recommended by Staff with 

the noted additional changes.  Motion passed 5-0.  

 

Northern Lights Express (NLX) Alliance – Request for Participation 

The City has been involved with the Northern Lights Express (NLX) Alliance for a number of years.  In 

2017, the City included $1,500 for the NLX in the EDA budget.  This line item is also included in the 

2018 EDA budget. 

 

The City received a letter from the Alliance requesting financial support.  In exchange for the $1,500 

amount, the City would earn a voting position on the Alliance’s Technical Advisory Committee.  This 

committee meets monthly and advises the Alliance Board on specific issues, working on various 

projects and tasks as assigned by the Board. 

 

Motion Spartz, second Palmer, to approve the payment of $1,500 to the NLX Alliance from the 

EDA budget as requested.  Motion passed 4-0 with Devlin opposed. 

 

Proposed Staff Changes 

Assistant Deputy Clerk Tesla Chester has resigned her position.  Her last day was Friday, December 

29th. 

The main duties of the Assistant Deputy Clerk include processing the mail, filing, answering the phone, 

accounts receivable/accounts payable, Fire Formula billing, Rental Inspection documentation. 

 

The City Administrator proposed the following: 

 

(1) Eliminate the Assistant Deputy Clerk position 

(2) Change the Utility Billing position to Deputy Clerk / Utility Billing 

(3) Increase the base pay of the Deputy Clerk and Deputy Clerk / Utility        

      Billing positions to $22.00/hour 

    * The current base pay for the Deputy Clerk is $20.72/hour 

    * The current base pay for the Utility Billing Clerk is $17.54/hour 

(4) Eliminate the “Tech Hours” in the budget 

(5) The Assistant Deputy Clerk duties would be absorbed by the two  

      Deputy Clerks 

(6) Move the Deputy Clerk / Utility Billing desk to the front office 

(7) The two Deputy Clerks would work in tandem – covering for each  

      other, backing each other up, cross training on their respective duties 

 

The effect of this change increases the 2018 payroll expense by $1,201; however, the Administrator 

stated that she is comfortable with that increase and feels that there is some “wiggle room” in the 

budget.   

 

Council Members questioned which Deputy Clerk would be the back up when the City Administrator is 

absent.  The Administrator stated that they would both work together to handle whatever situation arises.  

They questioned how these changes affect the Union contract.  The Administrator will communicate 

with the Union representative.  There was discussion about how these changes might affect the Pay 

Equity Report that is due every three years.  The Administrator stated that Pay Equity is concerned with 
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measuring differences between male-dominated positions and female-dominated positions to ensure that 

female-dominated positions are not disadvantaged. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Devlin, to approve the City Administrator’s proposal as presented.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Consider Ordinance 20180103-01 Rescinding City Code 620 Steam Baths; Public Restrooms 

The Administrator recommended rescinding City Code 620 because it is obsolete and no longer 

relevant.  The Code addresses construction requirements, ventilation, sanitation, materials, plumbing, 

gas and electrical installation, maintenance of facilities, health and disease control, personal cleanliness, 

linens, and requires such establishments to be licensed.  Most of these items are all addressed in the 

Building Codes.  Motion Franklin, second Palmer, to adopt Ordinance 20180103-01 Rescinding 

City Code 620 Steam Baths; Public Restrooms.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

REPORTS:  

EDA – December 27, 2017 Meeting 

The EDA recommends the City Council appoint Kris LaBounty of Members Co-Operative Credit Union 

to fill the vacant seat.  Motion Palmer, second Franklin, to appoint LaBounty to the EDA.  Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

The EDA also: 

 

(1) approved two Purchase Agreements with Sandstone Development LLC for two lots at the 

Industrial Park.  This approval starts a 90-day due diligence period, after which the EDA will 

hold a Public Hearing;   

(2) created a Task Force to look into options for attracting visitors to Sandstone during the 2018 MN 

Governor’s Deer Hunting Opener that will take place in the Hinckley area; 

(3) approved a proposal from Community Partners Research for a Housing Study at a cost of 

$10,900; 

(4) authorized an EDA Business Breakfast, which will take place in March or April; 

(5) received updates on various issues: childcare, NLX, the Ford Dealership, etc.    

 

PeopleService, Inc. 

November reports were provided.  The City also received a proposed rate increase for the 2018 Contract.  

In accordance with the contract, the maintenance/repair expenditure amount and monthly compensation 

are to be adjusted each year, January 1st, based on the change in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban 

Consumers. 

 

Effective January 1, 2018, the following changes will occur: 

 

(1)  Increase the annual maintenance/repair expenditure amount from $9,736 to $9,950 (a 2.2% increase) 

– this amount is included in the overall contract price, it merely sets aside this amount for 

maintenance/repair expenditures.  If the operator exceeds this amount, the City has to reimburse 

PeopleService.  Any unused monies will be refunded to the City. 

 

(2)  Increase the monthly compensation from $9,581 to $9,792 (a 2.2% increase).  This equates to an 

annual amount of $117,504, plus meter reads which are currently at $6,258.24, for a total of 

$123,762.24.  The 2018 budget allows for a total of $129,650. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin, to authorize the Mayor to sign the acknowledgement.  Motion 
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passed 5-0. 

 

Financial Reports 

The Council reviewed the Vendor Approval Summary Report – December 20, 2017 (Paid Claims) and 

the A/P Clerk Claims – December 21, 2017 through January 3, 2018 (Unpaid Claims).  Motion Devlin, 

second Palmer, to approve payment of claims as presented.  Motion passed 5-0.     

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  The Council received an invitation to the Pine 

County Local Government Officials Meeting that will take place on January 30th at the Pine County 

Government Center.  Pine County Sheriff Jeff Nelson and Pine County Attorney Reese Frederickson 

will be speaking on public safety. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items. 

Hockey Rink – The Fire Department and volunteers worked on flooding the rink on December 30th, 

laying out the new liner.  The Fire Department will continue with flooding.  A 12-foot gash/tear was 

discovered in the liner as it was unrolled.  The Administrator will contact the vendor.  

 

Lions Hill Skating Rink – The Fire Department has been working on flooding this rink as well.  No 

applications have been received for Warming House Attendant.  Council Members authorized the 

Administrator to work with a local civic organization that might be interested in covering the hours in 

exchange for a donation to their organization. 

 

Small Cities Development Program – Two dates have now been set up for appointments to meet with 

homeowners and help them fill out the application materials.  Ten appointments have been made so far. 

 

NLX – A presentation was made before the Pine County Board to update them on the progress being 

made with the NLX project.  The City of Sandstone still has a chance to have a maintenance facility in 

town.  Potential jobs include 4 management positions, 16 electro-mechanic positions, and 12 support 

staff for an annual payroll, plus benefits, of about $5 million. 

 

Ice Fest – Ice Fest is this weekend.  Staff has been doing extra plowing at Robinson Park and other 

things getting ready for the weekend. 

 

2018 Governor’s Deer Opener – The Administrator has reached out to the Hinckley Convention & 

Visitors Bureau. 

 

Fire Formula – The Administrator is working on the 2018 formula.  Council Members stated that a 

meeting with the Townships typically takes place in February.  They suggested the Administrator first 

meet with some of the individual Township members prior to that meeting. 

 

Highway 23 – FY2022 Project – MN DOT is planning a mill & overlay project in FY2022 on Highway 

23 from Oriole Street west to Askov.  They are asking the City if there are any concerns with this stretch 

of roadway that could be addressed during the project.  Council Members stated that there are flooding 

issues in this area from Oriole Street to Robin Street.  They also questioned the status of the bike trail.  

The Administrator will follow up with the MN DOT representative.   

 

Highway 123 – FY2021 Project – MN DOT is also planning a project on Highway 123 in FY2021.  

They plan to meet with the City on January 18th at 10:00 a.m.  Street & Park Supervisor Mikrot will be 

included in the meeting, as well as Mike Johnson.  Fire Department access should be discussed at the 

meeting, as well as fixing the curb cut for the Fire Hall. 
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City Hall Roof – The DMV office is back upstairs.  Some coving work needs to be finished and the CIP 

conference room carpet still needs to be cleaned. 

 

River Bluff Project – Neighborhood Meeting – The Council had talked about having a neighborhood 

meeting with the property owners that will be affected by the River Bluff Project.  The meeting will take 

place at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 17th, following the Regular City Council Meeting. 

 

T-Mobile Lease Renewal – The City has been contacted by the T-Mobile representative.  They would 

like to start working on a renewal lease agreement.  The current lease goes through 2019. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Franklin, second Kester, to adjourn at 8:45 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

___________________________    ______________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor        Kathy George, Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Small Cities Development Program Policies 

 

BACKGROUND: Requirements of the Small Cities Development Program 

include the City adopting the attached policies 

  

ATTACHMENTS Prohibition of Excessive Force Policy 

Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace 

Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance 

Plan 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt policies as proposed 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-01 rescinding City Code Section 

1320 – Driver’s Licenses and Registration of Motor Vehicles 

 

BACKGROUND: Registration of Motor Vehicles and Driver’s License 

Requirements are administered by the State and enforced by 

law enforcement officers.  This section of Code is 

unnecessary. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS City Code Section 1320 

Ordinance 20180117-01 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt Ordinance 20180117-01 rescinding City Code Section 

1320 – Driver’s Licenses and Registration of Motor Vehicles 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 

    

 

 

Section 1320 - Driver's licenses and 

registration of motor vehicles 

 

 

1320.01.  Adoption by reference.  Subdivision 1.  Motor vehicle registration act.  Minnesota Statutes, 

sections 168.011, 168.055, 168.056, 168.09, 168.10, 168.11, 168.27, 168.36, 168.39, 168.41, 168.44 and 

168.43 are adopted by reference and are as much a part of this code as if fully set forth herein. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Driver's license law.  Minnesota Statutes, sections 171.01, 171.02, 171.03, 171.05, 171.08, 

171.09, 171.11, 171.17, 171.18, 171.20, 171.22, 171.23, and 171.24 are adopted by reference and are as 

much a part of this code as if fully set forth herein. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Violations.  A violation of a statute adopted by reference herein is a violation of this code. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING  

CITY CODE SECTION 1320 – DRIVER’S LICENSES AND  

REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES  

 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 13: Traffic, Motor Vehicles, and Other Vehicles, Section 1320 – Driver’s 

Licenses and Registration of Motor Vehicles, of the Sandstone City Code of Ordinances is hereby 

rescinded. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20180117-01 was adopted on this 17th day of 

January, 2018, by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 

        

          ___________________________________ 

          Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

This Ordinance No. 20180117-01 was published in the Pine County Courier on the _____ day of 

___________________, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-02 rescinding City Code Section 

911.03, Subd 2 – Dog Registration Required 

 

BACKGROUND: During discussions about the Fee Schedule, consensus of the 

Council was to discontinue issuing dog licenses. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS City Code Section 911.03, Subd 2 

Ordinance 20180117-02 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt Ordinance 20180117-02 rescinding City Code Section 

911.03, subd 2 – Dog Registration Required 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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911.03 Subd. 2.  Dog registration required.  (Amended, Ord. No. 2008-16, Sec. 1; Ord. No. 2010-05, Sec. 

2) 

 

 a) Dogs over the age of six months kept, harbored, or maintained by their owners in the city, must 

be registered with the city.  The city administrator will issue a registration tag upon payment of 

the registration fee.  The registration is valid for two years.  The owner must state, at the time of 

registration and upon forms provided for such purpose, the owner’s name and address and the 

name, breed, color and sex of each dog owned or kept by the owner.  Dogs that have been 

vaccinated against distemper and rabies will be subject to a discounted registration fee upon the 

owner providing a copy of the dog's certificate of vaccination.  (Amended, Ord. No. 2010-05, 

Sec. 2) 

 

 b) Dog owners must pay the registration fee imposed by Appendix II.  (Amended, Ord. No. 2010-

05, Sec. 2) 

 

 c) Upon payment of the registration fee, the city will issue to the owner a tag for each dog 

registered.  The owner must provide each registered dog with a collar to which the registration tag 

must be affixed and see that the collar and tag are constantly worn.  If a dog tag is lost or 

destroyed, the city administrator will issue a duplicate.  Dog tags are not transferable from one 

dog to another.  A refund will not be made on any dog registration fee or tag because of death of a 

dog or the owner's leaving the city before the expiration of the registration period.  (Amended, 

Ord. No. 2010-05, Sec. 2) 

 

 d) This subdivision does not apply to: 

 

  1) dogs whose owners are non-residents temporarily within the city,  

 

  2) dogs brought into the city for the purpose of participating in any dog show, or  

 

  3) properly trained service dogs.  (Amended, Ord. No. 2008-16, Sec. 1) 

 

 e) The funds received by the city for dog registration fees will first be used to defray any costs 

incidental to the enforcement of this section; including, but not limited to, the costs of registration 

tags and impounding and maintenance of the dogs.  (Amended, Ord. No. 2010-05, Sec. 2) 

 

f) Owners of dangerous dogs and potentially dangerous dogs must meet the additional requirements 

set forth in this section.  (Added, Ord. No. 2008-16, Sec. 1) 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-02 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING  

CITY CODE SECTION 911.03, SUBD 2  

DOG REGISTRATION REQUIRED  

 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 9: Public Safety, Section 911.03, Subd 2 – Dog Registration Required, of the 

Sandstone City Code of Ordinances is hereby rescinded. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20180117-02 was adopted on this 17th day of 

January, 2018, by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 

        

          ___________________________________ 

          Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

This Ordinance No. 20180117-02 was published in the Pine County Courier on the _____ day of 

___________________, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-03 rescinding City Code Section 

1160.13 – Contributions to City (Gambling) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 1160.13.  Contributions to city.  Ten cents of each dollar of profits from lawful gambling within 

the city must be pledged and annually, prior to December 1, contributed to the city by the organization 

for use in lawful purposes as defined in Minnesota Statutes, section 349.12, subdivision 11, in the trade 

area of the city.  For purposes of this subdivision the term "net profits" means profits less amounts 

expended for allowable expenses; the terms "profits" and "allowable expenses" have the meanings given 

them by Minnesota Statutes, chapter 349 and rules and regulations promulgated thereunder; and the term 

"trade area" means the area within the boundaries of the city.  If an organization certifies to the city that 

at least 10% of its net profits have been expended in the trade area of the city for the lawful purposes 

specified by the city, the payment required by this subdivision need not be made.  The contributions to 

the city required by this subdivision must be deposited by the city in a special city fund which must be 

administered by the city without cost to the fund. 
 

BACKGROUND: During discussions about the Fee Schedule, consensus of the 

Council was to no longer require ten cents of each dollar of 

profits from lawful gambling conducted within the City be 

pledged and annually contributed to the City for use in alwful 

purposes.  

  

ATTACHMENTS City Code Section 1160.13 

Ordinance 20180117-03 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt Ordinance 20180117-03 rescinding City Code Section 

1160.13 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-03 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING  

CITY CODE SECTION 1160.13  

CONTRIBUTIONS TO CITY (GAMBLING)  

 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 11: Business and Trade Regulations, Section 1160.13 – Contributions to City, of 

the Sandstone City Code of Ordinances is hereby rescinded. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20180117-03 was adopted on this 17th day of 

January, 2018, by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 

        

          ___________________________________ 

          Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

This Ordinance No. 20180117-03 was published in the Pine County Courier on the _____ day of 

___________________, 2018. 
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CITY COUNCIL 
 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Adopt City Ordinance 20180117-04 rescinding City Code Sections 

305.31, 305.33, 305.35 and 305.37 

 

BACKGROUND: During discussions about annual appointments to various 

boards and commissions, consensus of the Council was to 

eliminate the following boards or commissions: 

 

305.31 – Community Development Advisory Commission 

305.33 – Kettle River Center Advisory Board 

305.35 – Golf Course Advisory Board 

305.37 – Community Festival Advisory Committee 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS City Code Sections: 

305.31 – Community Development Advisory Commission 

305.33 – Kettle River Center Advisory Board 

305.35 – Golf Course Advisory Board 

305.37 – Community Festival Advisory Committee 

 

Ordinance 20180117-04 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt Ordinance 20180117-04 rescinding City Code 

Sections 305.31, 305.33, 305.35 and 305.37 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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305.31.  Community development advisory commission.  Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  The community development 

advisory commission is established to assist and advise the city council and the economic development authority of 

the city of Sandstone in matters relating to the economic development and redevelopment of the city. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Membership.  The commission consists of ten members as follows: 

 

 a) five members who own or manage businesses in the city (these members need not be residents of the 

city); 

 

 b) two members who are also members of the planning advisory commission (if either of these 

members terminate their membership on the planning commission, their membership on the 

commission ceases); 

 

 c) one member over the age of 55; and 

 

 e) two members at large. 

 

 Subd 3.  Appointments.  In making appointments to the commission the city council must give consideration 

to the special qualifications of members who have experience and expertise in the areas of business, finance, 

economics and other fields related to the subject of economic development and redevelopment. 

 

 

305.33.  Kettle River center advisory board:  purpose; membership.  The Kettle River center advisory board is 

established to assist and advise the city council of the city in matters related to the Kettle River center.  The Kettle 

River board consists of five members.   

 

 

305.35.  Golf course advisory board.  Subdivision 1.  Policy.  The golf board consists of 12 members of which at 

least four must be residents of the city who are members of the Sandstone Area Country Club, and the remainder 

members at large of the Sandstone Area Country Club. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Members; terms.  12 board members are appointed for three year terms.  The councilmember 

delegated golf course responsibilities is ex-officio without voting rights.  On the first business day in January of each 

year thereafter a board member or members will be appointed for a term or terms of three years to succeed the 

member or members whose term or terms then expire.  A member continues in office until a successor is appointed 

and qualifies.  Vacancies on the board are filled by recommendation from the golf board with approval of the city 

council. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Attendance.  A member of the board who fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the board or 

fails to attend more than one half of the board meetings in any six months period is deemed to have resigned from the 

board. 

 

 Subd. 4.  Expense reimbursement.  Board members will serve without remuneration for their services, but 

may be reimbursed for necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in performance of their duties. 

 

 Subd. 5.  Powers and duties.  The golf board must: 

 

 a) advise the city council concerning the operation, management, control and planning for all of the 

lands, properties and facilities now owned, or hereafter acquired by the city for golf purposes; 

 

 b) adopt rules and regulations relating to the use of the golf course, course properties, and facilities; the 

rules and regulations will be approved by the council; 
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 c) recommend to the city council the appointment of a golf course manager who will be responsible for 

the faithful performance of their duties to the city council, city administrator and to the golf board; 

 

 d) establish building and expansion sites; 

 

 e) approve and recommend all proposed construction on the golf course property and ordering repair or 

removal of structures not in accordance with regulation or approval as to construction or location; 

 

 f) advise the council with respect to the golf course budget, the charges and other financial 

arrangements for the use of golf course property. 

 

 Subd. 6.  Organization and meetings.  The board must, at its first meeting in each calendar year, elect from 

among its members a president, vice-president, a secretary and such other officers as it may determine.  The board 

must hold at least four regular meetings each year, and additional meetings, as called by the president or majority of 

members.  The board must keep accurate record of all meetings to be furnished to the city council as soon as practical. 

 

 Subd. 7.  Budget.  On or before September 1 in each year, the board must submit to the city administrator a 

statement of its anticipated receipts and disbursements for the golf course, the golf course properties and facilities 

under its management and control for the calendar year commencing on the first business day of January thereafter. 

 

 Subd. 8.  Administrative control.  Nothing in this subsection is to be construed as taking away from the city 

council any of its governmental power or its authority to manage the municipal golf course, personnel, funds and 

properties.  This subsection is intended to delegate related duties to the golf board. 

 

 

305.37.  Community festival advisory commission.  Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  The community festival advisory 

commission is established for the purpose of promoting annual community-wide special events.  (Added, Ord. No. 

00-03, Sec. 1) 

 

 Subd. 2.  Membership; terms.  The commission consists of seven members appointed by the city council.  

Members shall serve three-year terms.  A member continues in office until a successor is appointed.  Vacancies 

during the term shall be filled by the city council.  (Added, Ord. No. 00-03, Sec. 1) 

 

 Subd. 3.  Attendance.  A member of the commission who fails to attend three consecutive meetings of the 

commission or fails to attend more than one half of the commission meetings in any six months period is deemed to 

have resigned from the commission.  (Added, Ord. No. 00-03, Sec. 1) 

 

 Subd. 4.  Expense reimbursement.  Commission members serve without compensation for their services, but 

may be reimbursed for necessary and reasonable expenses incurred in performance of their duties.  (Added, Ord. No. 

00-03, Sec. 1) 

 

 Subd. 5.  Duties.  The commission shall recommend to the city council a schedule of activities to be included 

in community-wide special events.  The commission shall organize and plan the activities approved by the city 

council.  The commission may solicit and accept donations on behalf of the city for the special event.  The 

commission shall recommend to the council uses for donations or revenues generated by the commission.  (Added, 

Ord. No. 00-03, Sec. 1) 

 

 Subd. 6.  Budget.  On or before September 1 of each year, the commission shall prepare and submit to the 

council for approval a statement of anticipated revenues and expenditures for the year commencing on the first 

business day of January thereafter.  (Added, Ord. No. 00-03, Sec. 1) 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-04 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING  

CITY CODE SECTIONS 305.31, 305.33, 305.35, 305.37 

 

SECTION 1. The following sections of the Sandstone City Code, Chapter 3: Administration of City 

Government, are hereby rescinded: 

Section 305.31 – Community Development Advisory Commission 

Section 305.33 – Kettle River Center Advisory Board 

Section 305.35 – Golf Course Advisory Board 

Section 305.37 – Community Festival Advisory Commission 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20180117-04 was adopted on this 17th day of 

January, 2018, by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 

        

         ___________________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

This Ordinance No. 20180117-04 was published in the Pine County Courier on the _____ day of 

___________________, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Fire Department Report 

 

BACKGROUND: Nick Eberhardt will attend the Council Meeting to provide a 

report on the Fire Department. 

 

Additionally, the Fire Relief Association is planning their 

annual gathering.  Current and Past Firefighters are invited 

for an evening of socializing and dining.  This year, likely in 

July, the Fire Department would like to hold the event at the 

Fire Hall.  The meal would be catered.  They would like to 

make alcohol available.  A liquor license is not required for a 

private party – not open to the general public. 

 

City Codes do not address alcohol on City-owned property.  

City Code 815.05 Subd 7 does prohibit liquor and beer in 

parks unless the Council issues a special permit. 

 

Staff suggests the Fire Relief Association ask the Council for 

permission to make alcohol available at the annual 

firefighter’s dinner that will take place in the Fire Hall. 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the request  

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Library Report 

December 2017 

  

We had 1,189 visitors in December.  We hosted two book clubs and story time for the kids happened 
every week with good attendance.  We had lots of Christmas goodies brought in with many thanks for 
our library services.   

The Friends were busy planning activities for the upcoming year. 

 

 
Jeanne Coffey, Branch Librarian 

East Central Regional Library (ECRL) 
Sandstone Public Library 

119 North Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 599 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

Phone: 320-245-2270 
http:// www.ecrlib.org  jcoffey@ecrlib.org 

 

http://www.ecrlib.org/
mailto:jcoffey@ecrlib.org
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, January 12, 2018  

 

Members present: Dave Barsness, Karry White, Mary Franklin, Tony Vavricka, Eric Sturtz; Council 

Liaison Tim Franklin 

Members absent:  Dorothy Dybvig 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George 

Guests: None 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m. 

 

Agenda 

Motion White, second Sturtz, to approve the agenda as presented. Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Minutes 

Motion White, second Sturtz, to approve the minutes of the December 8, 2017 meeting as 

presented.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

New Business 

 

A. Commission Member Vacancy – Tesla Chester has resigned her position with the City and also 

with the Park & Rec Commission; therefore, a vacancy exists.  City Code states that one member 

can be a student in a junior or senior high school and does not need to be a resident of the City.  

The Administrator was directed to put the word out to East Central School District, Harvest 

Christian School, and Facebook.   

 

B. Special Event Permit – Ice Fest – The City received a Special Event Permit Application from 

Boy Scout Troop 67.  They plan to do a kayaking program with Hardwater Sports June 8-10, 

2018, and would like to camp at Robinson Park.  

 

After discussion, motion by White, second by Sturtz, to recommend the City Council 

approve the Special Event Permit for Boy Scout Troop 67 with the following conditions: 

 

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the bathroom by the picnic pavilion 

o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

• Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware of the event. 

 

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

C. Group Camping Area – With the influx of requests for group camping, the Commission 

discussed designating a specific area for group camping.  Several possibilities were discussed.  

The DNR will need to be brought into the conversation because the Kettle River is a Wild and 

Scenic River.  The Administrator will contact the DNR and set up a time for a meeting. 
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D. Kettle River Mural Project – Local artist Carole Bersin was working with the Thriving 

Communities Initiative on a mural project.  The concept consists of four 6’x8’ panels that would 

depict four phases of the history of the Kettle River Watershed – geological, native peoples, 

industry and commerce, and recreation.  It was originally thought that the mural can be placed on 

the side of the Fire Hall; however, it was decided that was not the best place for the mural to be 

exhibited.  The Commission discussed the possibility of displaying the mural in Train Park.  

Other possible locations were discussed as well – Angle Park, by Phase, upper Robinson Park.  

Commissioners expressed support for the project, stating that they will work with Bersin on the 

desired location. 

 

E. Commercial Use of City Parks – At the December meeting, Commissioners had discussed 

charging a fee for those using Robinson Park for commercial purposes.  The Administrator 

informed the Commission that City Code 815.15 does, in fact, impose a fee, with the City’s Fee 

Schedule stating “3 events or fewer, $50/year; more than 3 events, $100/year”.  It was noted that 

the University of Duluth has been bussing about 60 students down to Robinson Park every 

Wednesday for classes.  The Administrator will contact the instructor and make him aware of the 

requirements. 

 

The City Council had asked the Park & Rec Commission to discuss whether or not City Code 

815.15 should apply to all City Parks, not just Robinson Park.  Consensus of the Commission 

was that it is not necessary at this time to impose fees at the other City parks.    

  

Continuing Business   

 

A. Legacy Grant Review – Candace (WSB) was consulted about the pending grant round.  The City 

should have $60,000 saved up by 2019 to match the Legacy funds.  Commissioners discussed 

priorities, stating that handicap accessibility, paved walking trails, and bathrooms are all 

priorities.  It was thought that perhaps the bathroom problems could be addressed through 

improved maintenance practices.  The Administrator will ask Candace for a draft plan to review 

at the February meeting. 

 

B. Angle Park – The Application for the Purchase of Land has been submitted to BNSF.  Cathy 

Clune with BNSF is working on the city’s application.  She informed staff that BNSF has a new 

reviewal process, which adds extra steps.  Clune plans to circulate the request amongst the 

various departments today (January 12th).  Hopefully, we will know more by the February 

meeting.   

 

C. Hockey Rink Update – Firefighters and community volunteers worked on spreading out the liner 

and flooding the rink on December 30th.  When the liner was being unrolled, a 12’ gash was 

discovered.  They proceeded with flooding the rink, using flex tape to close up the gash.  Blue 

Lake Plastics was contacted; however, they claim that the installers (us) caused the problem.  

Firefighters went to flood it again on January 8th and found that someone had been skating on the 

rink and they tore the liner by the gate; therefore, the firefighters did not attempt to flood.  Now, 

the snow that came yesterday will have to be cleared off the rink before any more flooding can 

occur. 

 

D. Gin Pole – Mikrot will get quotes to repair the base Icewith cast-in-place concrete in the spring.   
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E. Stage at Robinson Park – Mikrot will get quotes in the spring to (1) repair what’s there, or (2) 

build a new stage over the existing structure. 

 

F. Rink Maintenance & Warming House Attendant – The City hasn’t received any more 

applications for the position. 

 

G. KREEC Site – Commissioners reviewed the Stewardship Plan that was completed in 2000 for 

the property.  Trails and campsites were recommended for development in one area.  Tree 

plantings could be done in three other areas.  Options will continue to be discussed. 

 

H. Tree Board Fund – Commissioners received an update on funds available to the Tree Board.  As 

of 12/31/2017, the fund balance is $36,476.38.  The timber harvest of portions of the KREEC 

and Industrial Park sites will bring another $19,000 this summer. 

 

I. Camping Registrations – There were no registrations for camping during the month of 

December.  Total for 2017: 81 registrations for 118 days of camping. 

 

J. MN Climbers Association Report – Correspondence from the MCA President was shared with 

the Commission.  Ice Fest was held last weekend and was very successful, with about 200 people 

participating.  Climbers were seen out and about – at Sprouts, the Gas Light, Rich’s, Amy’s.   

 

Other 

 

Ice Climbing at Robinson Park was included in an article of the January-February 2018 edition of the 

Minnesota Conservation Volunteer magazine.  The title of the article is “Snow and Ice and Everything 

Nice – When winter moves in, Minnesotans get out and enjoy it.” 

 

Inspection forms for Robinson Park and Johnson Park were turned in.  Lions Hill was also inspected; 

however, a form was not submitted. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion White, second Franklin to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 a.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Special Event Permit – Boy Scout Troop 67 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received the Special Event Permit Application from 

Boy Scout Troop 67.  They plan to do a kayaking program 

with Hardwater Sports June 8-10, 2018, and would like to 

camp at Robinson Park. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Special Event Permit Application 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Park & Rec Commission recommends approval of the 

application with the following conditions: 

 

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the bathroom by 

the picnic pavilion 

o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

• Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware of 

the event. 

 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 17, 2018 

SUBJECT: Planning Commission Meeting – Keeping of Chickens 

 

BACKGROUND: The Planning Commission has been working on an ordinance that would 

allow the keeping of chickens in the Low-Density Residential District 

(R-1), Medium-Density Residential District (RM), and High-Density 

Residential District (R-2/RH) with certain limitations. 

 

The Public Hearing notice was published in the December 28th and 

January 4th editions of the Pine County Courier.  The Public Hearing was 

held on January 10th.  No comments from the public were offered.  The 

Commissioners further discussed the draft ordinance and made a couple 

of changes. 

  

ATTACHMENTS City Ordinance 20180117-05 adding City Code 911.14 

City Ordinance 20180117-06 approving summary publication 

City Ordinance 20180117-07 amending City Code 911.01 

City Ordinance 20180117-08 amending City Code 911.07 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt City Ordinances 20180117-05, 20180117-06, 20180117-07, and 

20180117-08 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-05 

 

AN ORDINANCE  

 

AMENDING CHAPTER IX, SECTION 911 OF THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE  

REGARDING THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA ORDAINS: 

 

Section 1.  Sandstone City Code, Chapter IX, Section 911 is amended by adding the following: 
 

City Code 911.14.  Keeping of Chickens. 
 
Subd. 1.  The keeping of chickens is allowed with no limitations and without a permit in the Large Lot 
Rural District (RR) of the city, or on a residential lot of at least ten acres in size.  The keeping of chickens 
is otherwise prohibited in the following districts:  Central Business District (B-1), Highway Business 
District (B-2), Medical Business District (B-4), Interchange Business District (B-5), General Industrial 
District (I-G), Light Industrial District (I-1), Special Industrial District (I-2), Commercial Tier 3 District (C-
3). 
   
Subd. 2.  The keeping of chickens in the Low-Density Residential District (R-1), Medium-Density 
Residential District (RM), and High-Density Residential District (R-2/RH) is allowed with the following 
limitations: 
 

1. No more than five (5) hens shall be housed or kept on any one (1) residential lot. 
2. Roosters are prohibited. 
3. Slaughtering of chickens on the property is prohibited. 
4. A separate coop is required to house the chickens.   
5. Chickens must be secured in a chicken coop from sunset to sunrise each day. 
6. Coops must be constructed and maintained to meet the following minimum standards: 

a. Located in the rear or side yard. 
b. Setback at least 10 feet from the rear or side property lines or from the alley. 
c. Interior floor space – 4 square feet per bird. 
d. Interior height – four (4) feet minimum, seven (7) feet maximum, to allow access for 

cleaning and maintenance. 
e. Doors – one (1) door to allow humans to access the coop and one (1) door for birds (if 

above ground level, must also provide a stable ramp). 
f.     The roofed structure shall be fully enclosed, wind proof, have one (1) square foot of window 

to fifteen (15) square feet of floor space and have a heat source to maintain an adequate 
temperature during extreme cold conditions. 

g. Nest boxes – one (1) box per every three (3) hens. 
h. Roosts – one and one-half (1 ½) inch diameter or greater, located eighteen (18) inches from 

the wall and two (2) to three (3) inches above the floor. 
i.     Coops must be elevated a minimum of 12 inches and no more than 24 inches above grade 

to ensure circulation beneath the coop. 
j.     Rodent proof – coop construction and materials must be adequate to prevent access by 

rodents and raccoons. 
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k. No coop shall be constructed on any lot prior to the time of construction of the principal 
structure. 

l.     Coops must be screened from view with a solid fence or landscaped buffer with a minimum 
height of four (4) feet. 

m. If the coop is over 200 square feet in size, a building permit is required. 
n. If electricity will be installed in the coop, an electrical permit is required.  

7. A run or exercise yard is required.  Runs must be constructed and maintained to meet the 

following minimum standards: 

a. Located in the rear or side yard. 
b. Size: 10 square feet per bird if access to a fenced exercise yard is available; 20 square feet 

per bird if access to an exercise yard is not available.  If the coop is elevated two (2) feet so 
the hens can access the space beneath, that area may count as a portion of the minimum 
run footprint. 

c. Height:  Six (6) feet in height to allow access for cleaning and maintenance. 
d. Gate:  One (1) gate to allow human access to the run. 
e. Cover:  Adequate to keep hens in and predators out. 
f.     Substrate:  Composed of material that can be easily raked or regularly replaced to reduce 

odor and flies. 
g. Setback at least 10 feet from the rear or side property lines or from the alley.  
h. Exercise yards are required if the run does not provide at least 10 square feet per bird.  

They shall be setback 10 feet from rear and side property lines or from the alley. 
8. Chickens must not be housed in a residential house or an attached or detached garage, except 

for brooding purposes only. 
9. All premises on which chickens are kept or maintained shall be kept clean from filth, garbage, 

and any substances which attract rodents.  The coop and its surroundings must be cleaned 
frequently enough to control odor.  Manure shall not be allowed to accumulate in a way that 
causes an unsanitary condition or causes odors detectible from another property.  Failure to 
comply with these conditions may result in the City removing chickens from the premises. 

10. All grain and food stored for the use of the chickens shall be kept in a rodent proof container. 
11. Chickens shall not be kept in such a manner as to constitute a nuisance to the occupants of 

adjacent property. 
 
Subd. 3. Any chicken coop and chicken run authorized under this ordinance may be inspected at any 
reasonable time by the city.   Factors to be considered in deciding whether the keeping of chickens 
creates a public or private nuisance include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

1. The condition of any structure or building wherein any chicken is kept. 
2. The proximity of pens, fences and other structures to adjacent property lines. 
3. The general nature and characteristics of the neighborhood. 
4. The number of chickens kept on any one parcel. 
5. The relative size of the parcel on which the chickens are kept. 
6. The type of chickens being kept. 
7. The extent to which neighboring property is protected from the effects of chickens (e.g., solid      
         fences, landscape screening, buffer areas, etc.). 
8. The presence of objectionable odors and/or noise. 
9. The relative danger the chicken would pose if exposed to the general public. 
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Subd. 4.  Application shall be made to the City along with a fee according to the adopted Sandstone 
Fee Schedule.  Letters of support from adjacent property owners shall be included with the application.  
If the applicant rents the property where the chickens will be kept, a letter of support is required from 
the property owner.  Upon receipt of the application and fee, a permit shall be issued.   
 
Subd. 5.  Violations of this ordinance make the permit subject to revocation.  Any chicken kept in 
violation of this ordinance may be impounded by the city, and after being so impounded for five (5) 
days or more without being reclaimed by the owner may be destroyed or sold.  Any person reclaiming 
such impounded chicken shall pay the costs of impounding and boarding the bird at the time of its 
release.  The owner may also be proceeded against for violation of this ordinance, and his or her 
permit may be revoked.  Any person who violates any provision of this Code shall be guilty of a 
misdemeanor as defined by state law and subject to the penalties thereof. 
 

 

Section 2.  This ordinance is effective upon its passage and publication. 
 
 
         _____________________________ 
         Peter Spartz, Mayor 
 
 
Attest: 
 
______________________________ 
Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-06 

 

(Summary Publication) 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1.  The City has duly adopted Ordinance No. 20180117-05 entitled 

 

AN ORDINANCE  

 

AMENDING CHAPTER IX, SECTION 911 OF THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE REGARDING THE 

KEEPING OF CHICKENS 
 

 Section 2.  The City Council has reviewed the following summary of the ordinance and approved its 

publication in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 412.191, subdivision 4.   

 

 Section 3.  Summary of Ordinance No. 20180117-05 

 

The Ordinance adds Section 911.14 to allow for the keeping of chickens in the Low-Density Residential 

District (R-1), Medium-Density Residential District (RM), and High-Density Residential District (R-

2/RH) with stated limitations. 

  

 Section 4.  Copies available.  The complete text of the Ordinance is available for inspection at the office of 

the City Administrator.  A copy of the Ordinance is also posted at the Sandstone Public Library, 117 Fourth 

Street, Sandstone, Minnesota. 

 

Section 5.  Ordinance No. 20180117-05 is effective upon the day following publication of this Summary. 

  

 

         ________________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 

 

 

Published in the Pine County Courier ___________________________. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-07 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE 911.01 - DEFINITIONS 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 9: Animal Control, Section 911.01, of the Sandstone City Code of Ordinances is 

amended to add the following definitions: 

 
Subd. 11. “Brooding” means the period of chicken growth when supplemental heat must be provided, due 

to the bird's inability to generate enough body heat. 
 
Subd. 12. “Chicken” means a domesticated bird that serves as a source of eggs or meat. 
 
Subd. 13. “Coop” means the structure for the keeping or housing of chickens permitted by this ordinance. 
 
Subd. 14. “Exercise yard” means a larger fenced area that provides space for exercise and foraging for the 

birds when supervised. 
 
Subd. 15. “Hen” means a female chicken. 
 
Subd. 16. “Officer” means any person designated by the City as an enforcement officer. 
 
Subd. 17. “Rooster” means a male chicken. 
 
Subd. 18. “Run” means a fully-enclosed and covered area attached to a coop where the chickens can roam 

unsupervised.   
 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20180117-07 was adopted on this 17th day of 

January, 2018, by a vote of ____ Ayes and ____ Nays. 

        

         ___________________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

This Ordinance No. 20180117-07 was published in the Pine County Courier on the _____ day of 

________________, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20180117-08 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CITY CODE 911.07 - FARM ANIMALS 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 9: Animal Control, Section 911.07, of the Sandstone City Code of Ordinances is 

amended to read as follows: 

 

911.07. Farm Animals.  Farm animals may be kept only in a large lot rural zoning district of the 

city, or on a residential lot of at least ten acres in size, but an animal shelter may not be located 

within 250 feet of the boundary of an adjoining piece of property.  This subsection does not apply to 

animals brought into the city as part of an operating zoo, veterinarian clinic, scientific research 

laboratory, or a licensed show or exhibition. The keeping of chickens is allowed in accordance with 

City Code Section 911.14. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20180117-08 was adopted on this 17th day of 

January, 2018, by a vote of ____ Ayes and ____ Nays. 

        

          ___________________________________ 

          Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

This Ordinance No. 20180117-08 was published in the Pine County Courier on the ____ day of 

_________________, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

January 10, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Members present: Rene Stadin, Steve Palmer, Andrew Spartz, Cassie Gaede  

Members absent:  Randy Riley, Cassandra Linder, Reese Frederickson 

Staff present:   Administrator Kathy George 

Others:       Council Liaison Pete Spartz 

 

Vice Chair Stadin called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

AGENDA – Motion Palmer, second Gaede, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

MINUTES – Motion Palmer, second Spartz, to approve the minutes from the December 13, 2017 Regular 

Planning Commission Meeting.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

 

A. Heliport Ordinance – Essentia Health petitioned the City to adopt a heliport ordinance.  The City is not 

required to adopt an ordinance; however, the hospital’s license for the heliport is conditioned upon certain 

licensing standards which do include lack of obstructions and other issues related to the land surrounding 

the heliport.  The Notice of Public Hearing was published in the October 26th and November 2nd editions 

of the Pine County Courier.  No comments were received.  The Public Hearing was opened at the 

November 8th Planning Commission meeting; however, the ordinance was not ready to be presented.  

Therefore, the Public Hearing was continued to the December 13th Planning Commission meeting.  The 

ordinance was still not ready to be presented; therefore, the Public Hearing was continued to tonight’s 

meeting. 

 

 The Public Hearing was opened (continued).  The City received a request from Essentia Health for a six-

month extension of time to consider the Zoning application.  This would push the deadline for the City to 

take action out to July 25th, 2018.  The City Attorney recommended the Planning Commission close the 

Public Hearing with no further action.  When the draft ordinance is ready, the Public Hearing will be re-

noticed and advertised.   

 

 Motion Spartz, second Palmer, to close the Public Hearing with no further action on the zoning 

request at this time and further accepting the request for a six-month extension.  Motion passed 4-

0. 

 

B. City Code 911.14 – Keeping of Chickens 

 City Code 911.01 – Definitions 

 City Code 911.07 – Farm Animals 

 

 The Planning Commission has been working on an ordinance that would allow the keeping of chickens in 

the Low-Density Residential District (R-1), Medium-Density Residential District (RM), and High-

Density Residential District (R-2/RH) with certain limitations.  The Public Hearing notice was published 

in the December 28th and January 4th editions of the Pine County Courier.  No comments have been 

received. 

 

 Motion Spartz, second Gaede, to open the Public Hearing.  Motion passed 4-0.  Vice Chair Stadin 

called for any comments from the public.  No comments were offered.  Motion Spartz, second Gaede, 

to close the Public Hearing.  Motion passed 4-0. 
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 Commission members then discussed the draft ordinance.  Commissioner Palmer questioned the 

requirement that the interior height of chicken coops be a minimum of 6 feet.  He provided information 

from Home Depot showing that their pre-fabricated chicken coops are 49” or 50” high.  After discussion, 

Commissioners were comfortable with changing the minimum to 4 feet.  It was also noted that 6(h) 

should be eliminated:  For rental properties, written landlord consent must be submitted to the City.  This 

requirement is covered by Subd 4.   

 

 Commissioners discussed whether this ordinance will set a precedence for allowing other farm animals to 

be kept in the residential districts of the City; such as, goats or cows.  Commissioners felt that these larger 

animals would not be appropriate.  It was determined that such potential requests will be handled if and 

when they are presented to the Planning Commission. 

 

 Motion Palmer, second Gaede, to recommend the City Council adopt City Code 911.14 – Keeping 

of Chickens, with the noted changes; and further to adopt amendments to City Code 911.01 – 

Definitions, and City Code 911.07 – Farm Animals.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  None 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

A. Zoning Ordinance Update – The City Administrator asked for discussion on the process to update the 

City’s Zoning Ordinance, now that the Comprehensive Plan has been adopted.  She suggested the 

Planning Commission work on the process without hiring a consultant, stating that firms can be hired 

throughout the process for any specialty work needed; such as, mapping.  Planning Commission members 

agreed, stating that they did the last Zoning Ordinance update themselves as well.  The Administrator will 

proceed with the process, starting with establishing and defining the desired zoning districts and bringing 

the information back to the Planning Commission. 

   

OTHER:  The Commission was informed that the Council has approved two purchase agreements for lots at the 

new Industrial Park.  This starts a 90-day due diligence period during which time the developer can perform tests 

on the properties and refine their plans.  A public hearing will be held in April, at which time the developer’s 

plans should become public.  The EDA can decide at any time to back out of the sale if they determine that it is 

not in the best interest of the City.  Once the sale is final, the developer must begin construction within 18 months. 

 

The Administrator reported that the City received a Small Cities Development Program grant which will be used 

to rehabilitate owner-occupied homes and commercial buildings in the downtown area.  She stated that 12 

homeowners have come forward and appointments to help them with the application process have been set up.  

She further stated that the City is exploring possibilities related to the redevelopment of The Rock – the old High 

School building on Court Avenue North.  She also reported that the City is still one of the locations being 

considered for a maintenance facility on the proposed Northern Lights Express (NLX) line that will run from 

Minneapolis to Duluth. 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion Spartz, second Palmer, to adjourn.  Motion passed 4-0.  Time 8:00 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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