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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 7, 2018  

6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

5. Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 

(Comments from Visitors must be informational in nature and not exceed (5) minutes per person.  The City 

Council generally will  not engage in a discussion or debate in those five minutes but will take the 

information and find answers if that is appropriate.  It is  unacceptable for any speaker to slander or 

engage in character assassination at a public City Council meeting.) 

6. Public Hearing: None 

7. Special Item of Business: None 

8. Consent Agenda:  

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes: January 17, 2018 (pgs. 3-8) 

9. Old & Continuing Business:  

a. Sandstone History and Art Center Update (pg. 9) 

b. Resolution 20180207-01 Certifying Charges against 309 Park Avenue (pgs. 10-15) 

10. New Business 

a. Agreement for Prosecution Services for 2018 (pgs. 16-19) 

b. BCA Master Joint Powers Agreement and Court Amendment (pgs. 20-37) 

c. City Administrator 6-month Evaluation 

11. Reports 

a. Fire Department Report  

1. Appoint New Firefighters (pg. 38) 

2. Fire Relief Association Meeting Update (pgs. 39-41) 

3. 2018 Fire Formula (pgs. 42-51) 

b. Library Report (pg. 52) 

c. EDA Meeting – January 24, 2018 (pgs. 53-55) 

d. PeopleService Report – December, 2017 (pgs. 56-60) 

e. Building Inspection Report – December 15, 2017 through January 15, 2018 (pg. 61)     

f. Financial Reports 

1. Vendor Approval Summary Report – January 18, 2018 (Paid Claims) (pg. 62) 

2. A/P Clerk Claims – January 18, 2018 – February 7, 2018 (Unpaid Claims) (pgs. 63-68)  

12. Written Notices and Communications 

a. NLX Letter dated January 24, 2018 (pg. 69) 

b. NLX Letter dated January 29, 2018 (pg. 70) 

c. Whole Community Long-Term Recovery from Disaster Workshops (pg. 71-72) 

13. Administrator’s Report 

14. Adjourn 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

February 5 3:00 p.m. – Sandstone History and Art Center Meeting  

February 5 7:00 p.m. – ECRDC Region 7E Broadband Round Table Discussion 

February 6 11:00 a.m. – Webinar re CoCoa Compost Company 

February 7 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. – Personnel Committee Meeting 

 5:00 – 5:30 p.m. – City Administrator Evaluation 

 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

February 8 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. – International Economic Development Conference - Mora 

February 9 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting 

February 9 9:00 a.m. – Pine County Housing Plan Kick-off Meeting 

February 14 Noon – Sandstone Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting 

February 14 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 

February 20 4:30 p.m. – Library Board 

February 21 9:00 a.m. – Old Highway 61 Meeting 

February 21 2:00 p.m. – NLX Technical Advisory Committee Meeting - Duluth 

February 21 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

February 22 2:00 p.m. -  8:00 p.m. – SCDP Appointments 

February 23 10:00 a.m. – GPS 45:93 Meeting – North Branch 

February 27 6:30 p.m. – Hospital District Meeting 

February 28 10:00 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

February 28 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

March 1 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. - Whole Community Long-Term Recovery from Disaster Workshop 
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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

January 17, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Devlin and Palmer  

Members absent: none 

Staff present: Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present: Greg Anderson, SEH; Nick Eberhardt, Sandstone Fire Department; Melissa & Randy 

Springer and Craig Thorvig 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance. 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve the agenda with moving of the Fire Department 

report to the beginning of the agenda and adding 8(b)(iv) Income Reuse Plan.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

One of the council members asked if it was necessary to look at snow removal from downtown 

sidewalks.  The Administrator stated that the issue has been resolved. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: none 

 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 

River Bluff Project – Neighborhood Meeting (7:00 p.m.)  

The purpose of this meeting was to talk to the neighborhood early in the design phase to find out if there 

are things that the residents would like to have included in the design and to answer residents’ questions. 

Greg Anderson with SEH went over the design and the stages of the project.  It would encompass 

replacing the sanitary sewer from a manhole that’s down in the woods along the highway, come up the 

alley north of 4th, and continue up from 4th and River Bluff to 5th.  All of the clay sewer will be replaced 

with PVC sewer and concrete manholes would be installed.  The service lines will be replaced from the 

street to the right of way.  The water main in 4th and River Bluff will be replaced with new 6” pipe.  

When the water main is replaced, the services will be replaced as well – fire hydrants and the valves on 

each end.  New curbs and gutter will be installed. 

 

The Mayor asked about the possibility of narrowing the road – right now the streets is 35 ft.  Parking is 

often done off street and it could be difficult to make turns for large vehicles such as buses.  One of the 

residents has a day care and worries about the parents picking up and dropping off the children.  The 

standard width of a residential street is 32 ft.  Driveway cuts could be done as part of the project.   

 

The Administrator explained the policy regarding assessments.  Maintenance items would not be 

assessed; new and improvement items would be and because this project is a maintenance issue, the 

costs would not be assessed to residents.  One of the residents asked about the alley that washes out after 

heavy rains.  Anderson explained that could be part of the project.  The Administrator asked about the 

grade of the alleys.   One option is to create an inverted crown so that the water runs to the center.  It’s 

harder to plow during the winter and paving the alleys could be considered an improvement; therefore, 

assessments may be considered.   
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The time span of the project would probably be a couple of months.  The neighborhood would be on 

temporary water supply for about a month.  The water is tested before being run to the homes and there 

is no usage restriction on it. Parking on the street would not be possible for a week while the driveways 

are done.  The construction schedule could be aligned to the school schedule so that the school buses 

won’t be a problem.  Accessibility to homes will be a problem during the day while the work is being 

done in the roadway– the contractors can work around the day care schedule but taking a stroller over 

the gravel will be very difficult.  One of the residents asked if it would be possible to arrange temporary 

parking up at the apartment parking lot.  The city doesn’t own that property.   

 

There was discussion regarding what happens if the contractor finds a non-compliant water or sewer 

line.  There were questions regarding catch basins and about drainage going into the woods.  If residents 

are wanting to have their driveways paved, they can contact the paving contractor during the project.  

The homeowners discussed right of way, fencing and landscaping with Anderson.  SEH can come out in 

the spring and put up flags to indicate where the digging will take place.  Anything within five feet of 

the curb is likely to be dug up.   

  

SEH will be back at the second meeting in February once easement issues, street width and impacts are 

resolved and the project can go out for bid after that.  The Administrator and Anderson discussed the 

three top projects on the City’s list (water plant, tower line and hospital line) and how they might be 

scheduled.  The water main looping projects will have to wait on funding.  It was noted that the US 

Army Corps of Engineers 569 program is not available this year.  The City is preparing to move the 

projects from the Public Facilities Authority’s Project Priority List to the Intended Use Plan.  Depending 

on how the projects score, some low interest loan funding may be available.    

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

The requirements of the Small Cities Development Program require the City to adopt several new 

policies. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 

  Approval of Meeting Minutes:  January 3, 2018,  

 Small Cities Development Program Policies: 

  Prohibition of Excessive Force Policy, 

  Certification for a Drug-Free Workplace,  

  Small Cities Development Program – Income Reuse Plan 2017, and 

  Residential Anti-Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

City Ordinance 20180117-01 rescinding City Code Section 1320 – Driver’s Licenses and Registration of 

Motor Vehicles – The Administrator stated that registration of Motor Vehicles and Driver’s License 

Requirements are administered by the State and enforced by law enforcement officers. This section of 

Code is unnecessary. 

 

Motion Kester, second Spartz to approve Ordinance 20180117-01 rescinding City Code Section 

1320 – Driver’s Licenses and Registration of Motor Vehicles.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

City Ordinance 20180117-02 rescinding City Code Section 911.03, Subd 2 – Dog Registration Required 

- During discussions about the Fee Schedule, consensus of the Council was to discontinue issuing dog 

licenses.  The city code was originally aimed at making sure that animals had their rabies vaccinations.  
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Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve Ordinance 20180117-02 rescinding City Code Section 

911.03, subd 2 – Dog Registration Required.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

City Ordinance 2018117-03 rescinding City Code Section 1160.13 – Contributions to City (Gambling) - 

During discussions about the Fee Schedule, consensus of the Council was to no longer require ten cents 

of each dollar of profits from lawful gambling conducted within the City be pledged and annually 

contributed to the City for use in lawful purposes.   

 

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve Ordinance 20180117-03 rescinding City Code Section 

1160.13.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

City Ordinance 20180117-04 rescinding City Code Sections 305.31, 305.33, 305.35, 305.37 - During 

discussions about annual appointments to various boards and commissions, consensus of the Council 

was to eliminate the following boards or commissions: 

 
305.31 – Community Development Advisory Commission 

305.33 – Kettle River Center Advisory Board 

305.35 – Golf Course Advisory Board 

305.37 – Community Festival Advisory Committee 

 

Motion Kester, second Spartz to approve Ordinance 20180117-04 rescinding city Code Sections 

305.31, 305.33, 305.35 and 305.37.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

REPORTS:  

Fire Department – Firefighter Nick Eberhardt attended the Council Meeting to provide a report on this 

month’s activities.  The Department had one car fire in a Township that was in the ditch and it was 

successfully extinguished.  A training company, Fire, Inc., will come in on a monthly basis to conduct 

required training.  This will allow for a greater variety of topics to be covered.  A training burn is 

scheduled for March 10th.   

 

There were questions regarding the ATV that was procured last year, whether it had it been used.  

Eberhardt stated that they did use it when they had a missing child and it was helpful.  It is on a one-year 

lease but it usually gets traded in at between 3-6 months.  The company is already leasing out 4 and they 

have a limit of 5, so it may take longer to trade out to a newer model. 

   

The hockey rink was brought up by the Mayor.  Firefighters and community volunteers worked on 
spreading out the liner and flooding the rink on December 30. When the liner was being unrolled, a 12’ 
gash was discovered. They proceeded with flooding the rink, using flex tape to close up the gash. Blue 
Lake Plastics was contacted; however, they claim that the installers caused the problem. Firefighters 
went to flood it again on January 8 and found that someone had been skating on the rink and they tore 
the liner by the gate; therefore, the firefighters did not attempt to flood. Now, the snow that came 
yesterday will have to be cleared off the rink before any more flooding can occur.   
   

Eberhardt plans to attend the 2nd Council Meeting each month to report on the Fire Department.  

Council Members expressed their appreciation for the monthly reports.   

 

The Fire Relief Association is planning their annual gathering.  Current and past firefighters are 

invited for an evening of socializing and dining. This year, likely in July, the Fire Department would 

like to hold the event at the Fire Hall. The meal would be catered. They would like to make alcohol 
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available. A liquor license is not required for a private party – not open to the general public.  City 

Codes do not address alcohol on City-owned property. City Code 815.05 Subd 7 does prohibit liquor 

and beer in parks unless the Council issues a special permit.   

 

The subject was raised on who would take a fire call if the fire department members were drinking 

alcohol.  Devlin explaining that the local fire departments are on standby, backing each other up 

during functions such as this. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve the Relief Association having their annual gathering at the 

Fire Hall and making alcohol available.  Motion carried 4-0 with Devlin abstaining because he is the 

President of the Sandstone Fire Relief Association. 

 

Library Report 

The Library had 1,189 visitors in December and hosted two book clubs and a story time for the kids each 

week.  The Friends of the Library are planning activities for 2018.  Staff received lots of “Thank you” 

Christmas goodies this past season. 

 

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – January 12 

Commission Vacancy  

With Tesla Chester resigning, the Commission is one member short.  They are actively searching for a Junior 

or Senior High School student to fill the vacancy. 

 

Special Event Permit for Boy Scout Troop 67 

 The boy scouts from Troop 67 are going to kayak the Kettle River June 8 – 10 and would like to camp at 

Robinson Park.  The Commission recommended approval of the Special Event Permit for Boy Scout 

Troop 67 with the following conditions: 

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the bathroom by the picnic pavilion 

o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

• Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware of the event. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the Boy Scout Special Event Permit with the 

aforementioned conditions.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Devlin asked about inspection forms for Robinson and Johnson parks.  The staff put together monthly 

inspection forms for the parks and each commission member took responsibility for one. 

 

Other Items: 

The Park & Rec Commission is also: 

• Considering areas for group camping at Robinson Park; 

• Supportive of the Kettle River Mural Project possibly locating in Train Park; 

• Not supportive of charging fees for commercial use of City Parks, other than Robinson 

Park, at this time; 

• Working on a grant application for this year’s Legacy Grant program for Robinson Park;  

• Working with BNSF regarding the acquisition of the Angle Park property. 
 

Planning Commission Meeting – January 10, 2018 
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Keeping of Chickens 

The Planning Commission has been working on an ordinance that would allow the keeping of chickens 

in the Low-Density Residential District (R-1), Medium-Density Residential District (RM), and High-

Density Residential District (R-2/RH) with certain limitations.  One council member asked as to where 

the discussion started on raising chickens in the City.  The Administrator was presented a situation in 

August 2017 regarding a homeowner raising chickens.  Because there are many communities that allow 

the raising of chickens within their limits, the Administrator approached the Planning Commission for 

their help in determining what would be best for Sandstone.  The Planning Commission took on the task 

of drafting an  ordinance regulating the keeping of chickens and amending the City Codes that addressed 

definitions and farm animals.  The ordinance will be enforced by City staff. 

 

The Public Hearing notice was published in the December 28 and January 4 editions of the Pine County 

Courier. The Public Hearing was held on January 10. No comments from the public were offered. The 

Commissioners further discussed the draft ordinance and made a couple of changes.  The Planning 

Commission recommends the City Council adopt: 
 City Ordinance 20180117-05 adding City Code 911.14 – Keeping of Chickens 

 City Ordinance 20180117-06 approving summary publication of City Code 911.14 

 City Ordinance 20180117-07 amending City Code 911.01 – Definitions  

 City Ordinance 20180117-08 amending City Code 911.07 – Farm Animals 

 

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to adopt ordinance 20180117-05, 20180117-06, 20180117-07 and 

20180117-08.  Motion carried 3-2 with Spartz and Devlin opposing.   
 

Other Items: 

The Planning Commission also: 

• Closed the Public Hearing on the proposed Heliport Ordinance, taking no action at this time as 

the draft ordinance has not been presented; 

• Decided to proceed with updating the City’s Zoning Code without the aid of a consultant. 

  

Financial Reports 

The Council reviewed the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report for December, the Vendor 

Approval Summary Report – January 3, 2018 (Paid Claims), the A/P Clerk Claims – January 4, 2018 

through January 17, 2018, and the Morgan Stanley Account Statement for December. 

 

Motion Devlin, second Franklin, to approve payment of claims as presented.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

A thank you note from Eagles Teens in Action (ETA) for letting them use the sledding hill. 

The council members have been invited to ECRDC – Region 7E Legislative Round Table on Broadband 

Internet on Monday February 5, 2018 at 7 p.m. in Mora. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items. 

Small Cities Development Program (SCDP) 

On January 11th, appointments were held with six homeowners; four qualified immediately, two others 

have some additional work they will need to be done to qualify.  On January 25th, appointments are set 

up with seven additional homeowners.  One business qualified which was Ace Hardware. 

 

2018 Governor’s Deer Opener 

The Administrator has reached out to Hinckley Convention & Visitors Bureau.  Tim, from the Bureau, 

met with Councilor Franklin to discuss what they have planned thus far.  Their plan is to encourage 
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visitors to shop local by rewarding them with discounted show tickets if they purchase items from two 

of the local communities before the event. 

 

Highway 123 – FY2021 Project 

Meeting is January 18 at 11:00 a.m.  Topics will include a sidewalk to Chris’ Foods and Cost 

Participation. 

The council members discussed the bike trails, how they will be affected and what the City is 

responsible for. 

 

East Central Housing Organization (ECHO) Meeting – January 4th 

Small group attended; discussion about various housing efforts in the region.  Cloquet had a small cities 

grant and they turned the money back.   

 

Sandstone History & Art Center Meeting – January 8 

The group has been doing some rearranging inside the building and are investing about $1,700 in new 

carpeting.  With discussions on reviving The Rock, can they assume to remain in the building for now?  

The council will discuss this at the next meeting. 

 

Housing Institute – January 9-10 

Councilor Palmer, Deputy Clerk Jackson and Administrator George attended in Detroit Lakes.  They 

met with funders - MN Housing Finance Agency, Greater MN Housing Fund, USDA Rural 

Development, DEED and Federal Home Loan Bank.  They did a concept paper and pitched the Revive 

the Rock idea and there were many people who were excited about it.  They learned about a Capacity 

Building Fund, which is a grant of up to $40,000 with no match that could pay for the city to hire 

someone to investigate what worked and what didn’t work in other communities that have redeveloped 

historical buildings.  A council member inquired as to whether there has been any more discussion with 

Jack Allen.  He did stop by City Hall while the Administrator was out; she will follow up. 

 

FCI Community Relations Board Meeting – January 11 

It was a good time to meet the new warden.  The Administrator shared information regarding 

phosphorus limits for the treatment plant and various housing initiatives. 

 

ECRDC Administrator’s Lunch Meeting – January 12 

This is a quarterly meeting.  They reviewed LocationOne Information System (LOIS) – an online user 

friendly system to publish the availability of commercial buildings.  They also received presentations 

from  

MN PFA and DEED Workforce Strategy. 

 

Old Highway 61 Meeting – January 17 

Working on marketing strategies – brochure, website, newsletter, etc. 

 

Performance Review Due – 6 months 

Set date and procedure.  Some council members felt the forms were a little awkward.  The Mayor has 

tweaked them and will share those with the Council.  February 7th was set as the date for the review, 

with the Personnel Committee meeting from 4:00 – 5:00 to consolidate the input received from each 

Councilor.  The full Council will meet from 5:00 – 5:30 to review the information.  The Performance 

Review with the Administrator will then take place from 5:30 – 6:00, before the regular council meeting.   

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Kester, second Franklin to adjourn at 7:44 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: Sandstone History and Art Center (SHAAC) Update 

 

BACKGROUND: Previously, the Council agreed to continue the relationship 

with the Sandstone History and Art Center, allowing them to 

operate in the City-owned building located at 402 Main 

Avenue through May 2018. 

 

The SHAAC board is planning to spend about $1,700 on new 

carpeting in the building. 

 

The City has been exploring the possibility of acquiring the 

old, old school building (The Rock).  If this effort moves 

forward, the SHAAC is a potential tenant, along with the 

Sandstone Library.  

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the current arrangement and consider extending the 

agreement to allow the Sandstone History and Art Center to 

continue to occupy 402 Main Avenue while the City explores 

options for The Rock building. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: Assessment for Water Line Repairs and Tree Removal Charges –  

309 Park Avenue 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received a Petition and Waiver Agreement form 

from Gleeta Friesendahl, property owner of 309 Park 

Avenue.  The water lines had been inoperable since 2014, 

and there were 2 trees in the yard that had fallen and 1 tree 

that was getting ready to fall.  The Friesendahl’s requested 

the City’s assistance to address these problems.  The City 

agreed to construct the project and assess the charges to 

their property taxes.  The project was completed by Double 

W Tree Service, Drilling Electric, and Drilling Plumbing & 

Heating. 

 

The total amount expended by the City was $5,665.  

Donations in the amount of $1,377 were received from the 

Sandstone Lions, Quarry Lions, and various individuals to 

help offset the cost to the Friesendahl’s, bringing the total 

amount to be assessed to $4,288.  The proposed term of the 

assessment is 10 years, at 6.5% interest (which is 2% over 

Prime). 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Resolution 20180207-01 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Review and Approve 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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RESOLUTION NO. 20180207-01 

 

A RESOLUTION CERTIFYING CHARGES FOR 

REPAIR OF WATER LINES AND REMOVAL OF TREES 

 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Petition and Waiver Agreement executed by Gleeta Friesendahl, the City 

Council has authorized the work to be done; and  

 

WHEREAS, said work was completed by Double W Tree Service, Drilling Electric, and Drilling 

Plumbing & Heating; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City received donations in the amount of $1,377 for assistance to repair water lines and 

remove trees which will be used to off-set the expenses incurred for these projects. 

 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA AS FOLLOWS: 

 

Such proposed certification of charges for repair of water lines and removal of trees, a copy of which is 

hereby attached as Exhibit 1 and made a part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute a lien 

against the property located at 309 Park Avenue in the City of Sandstone.  The total amount of expenses 

incurred is $5,665 less donations received of $1,377 for a total amount to be assessed of $4,288. 

 

Such certification shall be payable over a period of ten years on or before the first Monday in January. 

 

The owner of the affected property may, at any time prior to certification of charges to the County 

Auditor, pay the whole of the certified charges on such property to the City of Sandstone. The taxpayer 

may at any time thereafter, pay the City Clerk or County Auditor, the entire amount certified and 

remaining unpaid, with interest accrued. 

 

The clerk shall forthwith transmit a certified copy of this certification role to the County Auditor to be 

extended on the property tax lists of the county and such certified charges shall be collected and paid 

over in the same manner as property taxes. 

 

Passed by the City Council of Sandstone, Minnesota this 7th day of February, 2018. 

 

 

 

___________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

 

Attested: 

 

____________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 

 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

RESOLUTION NO. 20180207-01 

EXHIBIT 1 
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(STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

COUNTY OF PINE)   ) ss.       Authentication Certificate 

 

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified City Clerk/Administrator of the City of Sandstone, certify 

that the attached Resolution of the City Council adopting a certification for repair of water lines and 

removal of trees is a true copy of the original, of which is on file at the City of Sandstone. 

 

 

Dated this 7th day of February, 2018 
 

 

 
 Seal 

________________________________ 

 

City Clerk/Administrator 

City of Sandstone 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: Agreement for Prosecution Services for 2018 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received a proposed prosecution contract for 2018 

from County Attorney Reese Frederickson.  The Agreement 

provides prosecution services for cases that occur within the 

jurisdiction of the City for $10,000.  These are the same 

terms and costs that were in place for 2017. 

 

Mr. Frederickson has asked if the City is interested in 

executing a 2-year contract – for both 2018 and 2019 – at the 

same rate of $10,000 per year. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Proposed Agreement for Prosecution Services 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve a 2-year contract, rather than a 1-year 

contract, for the same terms. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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AGREEMENT FOR PROSECUTION SERVICES 

 

THIS AGREEMENT is made and entered into by and between the COUNTY OF PINE and the PINE 

COUNTY ATTORNEY, hereinafter referred to as the “County,” and the CITY OF SANDSTONE, 

MINNESOTA, hereinafter referred to as the “City;” 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes § 484.87 subdivision 3, allows for the City to enter into an Agreement 

with the County Board and the County Attorney for the County to provide such prosecution services for 

criminal offenses that occur within the City.  These “prosecution services” include the following: (1) 

prosecuting petty misdemeanor, misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor criminal and traffic offenses 

arising under state law, and criminal and traffic probation violations that occur within the jurisdiction of 

the City; (2) prosecuting misdemeanor violations of municipal ordinances and regulations of the City; 

(3) providing victim assistance and/or services as mandated by Minnesota Statutes § 611A; (4) 

completing criminal appeals before the Minnesota Court of Appeals and the Minnesota Supreme Court 

on matters arising under state law which occur within the jurisdiction of the City; and (5) providing 

administrative advice and assistance and legal services in district court and Minnesota’s courts of appeal 

related to civil administrative and judicial forfeitures originated within the jurisdiction of the City; 

 

WHEREAS, logistically, functionally and financially such an Agreement is mutually beneficial to both 

the County and City. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and understandings contained herein, 

the County and City enter into the following Agreement: 

 

1. TERM AND COST OF THE AGREEMENT 

 

a. The County will provide the City with the prosecution services above-referenced for cases 

that occur within the jurisdiction of the City beginning January 1, 2018.  This Agreement 

will continue for the calendar year 2018.  Any Agreement for prosecution services for 

future years will be finalized by November 1 of the year before such service is to 

commence.  If such an Agreement is not reached, this Agreement will expire on January 

1 of the following year. 

 

b. Beginning January 1, 2018, the City will pay $10,000.00 to the County, said money to be 

used to fulfill this Agreement, including the payment of the salary, benefits, and other 

costs incurred by the County in performance of its obligations for calendar year 2018.  

The City will pay the County one-half on May 15 of each contract year, and one-half on 

October 15 of each contract year. 

 

c. The County will provide all prosecution services, administrative services, overhead, 

secretary and paralegal support in fulfilling its obligations under and for the term of this 

Agreement.  The City will forward all law enforcement files to the County at no charge to 

the County. 

 

2. MODIFICATION 
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Any alteration, modification, amendment or waiver of provisions of the Agreement shall be valid 

only when it has been reduced to writing and signed by representatives of all parties. 

 

3. TERMINATION OF AGREEMENT 

 

Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time, with or without cause, upon 90 days 

notice, in writing, delivered by certified mail or in person to the City Administrator for the City 

or the County Attorney for the County.  During the term of this Agreement, the County will not 

increase the fees stipulated in this Agreement.  Unless a separate written agreement is reached, 

on expiration or termination of this contract, the City’s new attorney(s) will undertake 

representation of the City in all matters then filed, pending, or otherwise before the Court as a 

result of the County’s representation of the City.  On expiration or termination of this contract, at 

the City’s request, the County will electronically duplicate and deliver files that were the subject 

of representation pursuant to this agreement to the City in the electronic format that suits the 

business needs and practices of the County. 

 

4. INTEGRATION 

 

It is understood and agreed that the entire agreement of the parties is contained herein and that 

this Agreement supersedes all oral agreements and negotiations between the parties relating to 

the subject matter. 

 

5. SERVICES SPECIFICALLY EXCLUDED 

 

The Parties acknowledge and agree that as a term or condition of this contract, the County will 

not provide representation to the City of criminal prosecution related matters, if any, venued in 

any federal district or federal appellate court.  Further, the Agreement does not include any 

services for the City by the County which are civil in nature (with the exception of administrative 

and judicial forfeitures), or otherwise not related to the prosecutorial function. 

 

6. PROSECUTORIAL DISCRETION 

The County agrees that the County Attorney and Assistant County Attorneys shall provide the 

prosecution services in the same manner as other criminal prosecutions delegated to the County 

Attorney by law.  The County Attorney shall have full discretion to assign cases for prosecution 

by Assistant County Attorneys, and utilize the services of non-attorney personnel of the County 

Attorney’s office in preparation, processing and management of cases.  The County Attorney 

shall exercise complete prosecutorial discretion on all matters pertaining to the prosecutions, 

including charging of violations, plea negotiations, trial, or dismissal of cases.  The prosecutorial 

discretion of the County Attorney shall be coextensive with that provided by the Constitution and 

the Statutes of the State of Minnesota in all other prosecutions within the jurisdiction of the 

County Attorney’s Office. 

 

7. RELEASE AND INDEMNIFICATION 

 

The Parties further acknowledge and agree that the County will not indemnify in any way or 

defend civil claims for damages or any other causes(s) of action alleging wrongdoing by the 

County on behalf of the City, whether in federal or state court, if any, arising in relation to the 
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any criminal prosecution or administrative or judicial forfeiture action undertaken by the County 

on behalf of City.  The City remains solely responsible for defense of such claims, including 

but not limited to civil litigation expenses, settlement costs, and court ordered awards. 

 

8. DATA PRACTICES 

The provisions of the Minnesota Government Data Practices Act, Minnesota Statutes § 13.01 et. 

seq. and other applicable provisions of state and federal law pertaining to disclosure and 

retention of data, and confidentiality shall apply to their full extent in all matters delegated to the 

Pine County Attorney under this Agreement. 

 

9. PROSECUTING AUTHORITY 

For purposes of property forfeitures, including but not limited to Minnesota Statutes §§ 169A.63, 

and 609.531 through 609.5318, the term “prosecuting authority” refers to the Pine County 

Attorney’s Office.  Forfeiture proceeds will be distributed per statutory authority. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City, by motion duly adopted by its governing body, caused this 

Agreement to be signed by its Mayor and attested by its Administrator; and the County of Pine, by 

resolution of the Pine County Board of Commissioners, has caused this Agreement to be signed by the 

Chair Person and Coordinator of said Board, and by the Pine County Attorney, effective on the date and 

for the duration as above-referenced. 

 

 

Dated: _____________________    CITY OF SANDSTONE 

 

          By: _______________________ 

           Peter Spartz, Mayor 

  

          Attest:  _______________________ 

            Kathy George 

            City Administrator 

 

 

Dated: ______________________    COUNTY OF PINE 

 

          By: ________________________ 

           Stephen M. Hallan, Chair 

           Pine County Board 

 

          By:  _______________________ 

           Cathy J. Clemmer 

           County Auditor 

 

 

Dated: ______________________    PINE COUNTY ATTORNEY 

 

          By:  ______________________ 

           Reese Frederickson 

           County Attorney 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: BCA Master Joint Powers Agreement and Court Amendment 

 

BACKGROUND: The City was notified by the MN Bureau of Criminal 

Apprehension (BCA) that our current Master Joint Powers 

Agreement (JPA) is expiring, along with the current Court 

Data Services Subscriber Amendment. 

 

The JPA allows the City’s Prosecution Attorney and Law 

Enforcement personnel to access the MN Criminal Justice 

Data Communications Network (CJDN) and those systems 

and tools which are authorized by law.  The JPA allows the 

City to add, modify and delete connectivity, systems and 

tools over the five-year life of the agreement and obligates 

the City to pay the costs for the network connection.  

 

There are no charges for these services. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Joint Powers Agreement 

Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment 

Resolution 20180207-02 approving the JPA 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Adopt Resolution 20180207-02 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
 

 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 21 of 72 

 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 22 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 23 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 24 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 25 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 26 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 27 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 28 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 29 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 30 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 31 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 32 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 33 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 34 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 35 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 36 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 37 of 72 

CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 20180207-02 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING STATE OF MINNESOTA JOINT POWERS AGREEMENTS WITH THE CITY OF 

SANDSTONE ON BEHALF OF ITS CITY ATTORNEY AND POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Sandstone on behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney and Police Department desires to enter into Joint 

Powers Agreements with the State of Minnesota, Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension to use 

systems and tools available over the State’s criminal justice data communications network for which the City is eligible.  The 

Joint Powers Agreements further provide the City with the ability to add, modify and delete connectivity, systems and tools 

over the five year life of the agreement and obligates the City to pay the costs for the network connection. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Sandstone, Minnesota as follows: 

 

1. That the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements by and between the State of Minnesota acting through its 

Department of Public Safety, Bureau of Criminal Apprehension and the City of Sandstone on behalf of its Prosecuting 

Attorney and Police Department, are hereby approved.   

 

2. That the Mayor, Peter Spartz, or his successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for the Police Department.  

The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by 

the State of Minnesota to maintain the City’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State. 

 

To assist the Authorized Representative with the administration of the agreement, the City Administrator is appointed as the 

Authorized Representative’s designee. 

 

3. That the Mayor, Peter Spartz, or his successor, is designated the Authorized Representative for the Prosecuting Attorney.  

The Authorized Representative is also authorized to sign any subsequent amendment or agreement that may be required by 

the State of Minnesota to maintain the City’s connection to the systems and tools offered by the State. 

 

To assist the Authorized Representative with the administration of the agreement, the City Administrator is appointed as the 

Authorized Representative’s designee. 

 

4.  That Peter Spartz, the Mayor for the City of Sandstone, and Kathy George, the City Clerk/Administrator, are authorized to 

sign the State of Minnesota Joint Powers Agreements. 

 

Passed and Adopted by the Council on this 7th day of February, 2018. 

 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

 

_________________________________ 

By:  Peter Spartz 

Its Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST:____________________________________ 

By:  Kathy George 

Its City Clerk/Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: Appoint New Firefighter 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 

BACKGROUND: The Fire Department conducted interviews for applicants 

Tyler Hansen and Josh Kester.  They recommend the City 

Council appoint both Hansen as Kester as firefighters, 

pending the results of the background check and physical 

exam.  

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Appoint Tyler Hansen and Josh Kester to the Sandstone Fire 

Department pending the results of the background checks 

and physical exams. 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Sandstone Fire Relief Association  

Regular Meeting 

January 22, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  9:05 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Devlin, Degerstrom, Wilkening, Eberhardt, Chief Spartz and Haugen 

Members absent:  Apple, T Breffle, Johnson, C Breffle 

Staff present: Mayor and Treasurer Pete Spartz, City Administrator Kathy George  

Others present: none 

 

READING OF MINUTES BY SECRETARY:  

Minutes of the October 23, 2017 meeting were not presented. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

P Spartz presented the December 31, 2017 financial report.  Total value of assets at year-end is 

$274,557.09; however, $7,929.99 has been withheld by the IRS and the Relief is waiting for the funds to 

be returned.  There was some discussion about this matter, as the IRS also withheld funds in previous 

years.  Apparently, the forms are confusing and the broker didn’t attach a tax ID# to money that was 

submitted.  This may happen again this year.  Members asked that the broker attend the next Relief 

Association meeting to discuss this matter.  P Spartz and Devlin plan to meet with the broker soon. 

 

P Spartz noted that the State Board does not recognize him as the Treasurer of the Relief Association, 

making it difficult to communicate with them.  They still list Andy Andrews as the President as well.  It 

was decided to submit tonight’s meeting minutes to the State, since election of officers is on the Agenda. 

 

The Relief Association received a late notice from the IRS with a penalty of $1,425.00.  Apparently, tax 

returns were filed late.  P Spartz reported that Auditor Althoff has submitted three letters to the IRS 

disputing the claim.  He is confident that the matter will be resolved. 

 

The Relief Association received a letter from the US Department of Commerce asking for Census 

information.  Devlin will follow up on the item. 

 

The Fire Department received a solicitation from the MN State Fire Department Association.  

Membership is $187, plus $15 per firefighter, plus $7 per firefighter for the newspaper.  The matter was 

turned over to Chief Spartz as it was determined it is not a Relief Association concern. 

 

P Spartz reported that the agent who handled the Volunteer Fire Benefit Association life insurance has 

retired.  A new agent has taken over; however, there was some delay between the two agents in 

transferring data.  The check that was written to the retired agent has never been cashed.  There are 

currently 14 members of the Fire Department.  Spartz asked for assistance in getting the enrollment 

forms filled out for each firefighter so that he can submit the $147 payment to the new agent.  Devlin 

and Degerstrom will assist in getting the forms. 

 

The Relief Association received an engagement letter from Robert Althoff for the 2017 audit.  Devlin 

signed the letter. 

 

P Spartz stated that the duties as Treasurer of the Relief Association are taking up a lot of his time, much 

more than anticipated.  He enjoys working with the firefighters, and offered two options: he resigns from 
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the position or his pay is increased from $1,000/year to $750/quarter.  He stated that he is fine with 

either decision.  The matter will be discussed later in the meeting. 

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to accept the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

Outstanding bills 

As reported in the Treasurer’s Report, the Volunteer Fire Benefit Association life insurance bill is $147.  

It was noted that the Recording Secretary is paid $40 each meeting throughout the year.  The 2017 

annual payroll of officers is $500 each for President, Vice President, and Secretary.  The Treasurer is 

paid quarterly. 

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to pay bills as presented/discussed.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

REPORT OF OFFICERS: none 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: Members discussed P Spartz’ proposal to continue as Treasurer for 

$750/quarter, $3,000/year.  Motion by Haugen, second by Degerstrom, to set the Treasurer’s pay at 

$750/quarter.  Motion carried 6-0, with A Spartz abstaining because P Spartz is his brother.  It was noted 

that a Form 1099 will be needed for P Spartz. 

 

Devlin called for nominations for Vice President.  Motion A Spartz, second Wilkening to nominate 

Haugen.  Devlin called for further nominations two more times with no response. 

 

Devlin called for nominations for Secretary.  Motion Devlin, second Eberhardt to nominate Degerstrom.  

Devlin called for further nominations two more times with no response. 

 

Motion A Spartz, second Degerstrom to cast ballots as written.  Motion carried 8-0.  

 

Motion A Spartz, second Degerstrom to continue the contract with Recording Secretary Kara Nelson in 

2018.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES:  

Christmas Party 

Devlin reported that the City Council approved the party be held at the Fire Hall with alcohol available.  

There was discussion about having a licensed establishment serve the alcohol.  The tentative date will be 

July 7th.  Haugen will check with Doc’s about catering the event, and providing the alcohol. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Picking up Mail 

The Relief Association mail is not getting picked up on a regular basis.  Administrator George offered to 

have City staff pick it up when they pick up the City’s mail.  Motion Degerstrom, second Haugen to 

authorize City staff to pick up the Relief Association mail.  Motion carried 8-0. 
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Transfer of Funds 

The balance of the Relief Association checking account is $30,805.24.  It was decided to leave a 

minimum balance of $15,000 in the account to pay for upcoming expenses.  Motion Degerstrom, second 

Haugen, to transfer $15,805.24 to the SEI investment portfolio.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

Retirement Rate 

Degerstrom asked for discussion on raising the retirement rate.  Devlin and P Spartz will discuss the 

matter with Auditor Althoff to see what amount is feasible. 

 

Vesting 

Eberhardt asked for discussion about lowering the vesting time.  Currently a firefighter is 50% vested at 

10 years, with an additional 5% vesting each year thereafter up to 100% at 20 years.  There was 

discussion about what the State minimum is, which will be further explored.  The Schedule 18 form will 

be adjusted as well to see what the affect would be.  This matter will be discussed at a future meeting 

with the full membership. 

 

Dues 

Previously, dues were collected to help pay for social activities, T-shirts, etc.  However, they were 

eliminated several years ago.  Members were asked if there was any interest in collecting dues again.  

There was discussion about how difficult it had become to collect.  The matter was dropped, as no one 

seemed interested in pursuing it. 

 

Raffle Fundraiser 

Members discussed having some type of raffle fundraiser – an ATV or guns.  Wilkening will check to 

see if the Sportsmen’s Club is willing to be the lead agency.  Devlin will contact the Lions, since they 

recently had a gun raffle, to see how they did it.   

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to adjourn at 10:25 p.m.  Motion carried 8-0. 

 

 

 

___________________________________    ____________________________________ 

Brandon Devlin, President        Ross Degerstrom, Secretary
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 7, 2018 

SUBJECT: 2018 Fire Formula 

 

BACKGROUND: Staff has been working on the packet, calculating the 2018 

Fire Formula in preparation of the annual meeting with 

township supervisors.     

 

There are a couple of things I’d like to review with the 

Council prior to meeting with the townships; for example, 

some changes to the 2018 formula and a different approach 

for 2019 and beyond. 

 

It would be beneficial to hold the township meeting at the 

fire hall so that firefighters can provide tours, showing 

township representatives the vehicles and equipment. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS 2018 Fire Formula  

2019 Proposed Fire Formula (provided separately) 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and discuss 

Set date for meeting with townships 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Sandstone Public Library  

January 

January each year marks the beginning of our Hot Reads for Cold Nights winter reading challenge for 
adults.  Each year participants play Hot Reads Bingo and read genres other than just their favorite.  
With this program, patrons have found new authors, new subjects of interest and, as a bonus, thanks 
to the Library Friends, they get incentives.  We have had about 30 participants sign up so far.  The 
yearly average is 40 – 45.  The challenge continues through the month of February.   

January is also the first month of our annual Coffee with a Master Gardener series.  This has gotten 
more popular each year with topics to get people interested and anxious to get out and dig!  Author 
Elizabeth Millard was our first guest and she got the crowd interested in growing indoors, specifically 
micro greens.   

Our two books clubs met and had lively conversations and the Friends had their annual planning 
meeting for the year.   

It was a slower month for us but we had 1,381 visitors and answered 257 reference questions. 

  

 

 
Jeanne Coffey, Branch Librarian 
East Central Regional Library (ECRL) 

Sandstone Public Library 

119 North Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 599 

Sandstone, MN  55072 
Phone: 320-245-2270 

http:// www.ecrlib.org  jcoffey@ecrlib.org 

 

http://www.ecrlib.org/
mailto:jcoffey@ecrlib.org
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City of Sandstone  

EDA Meeting Minutes 

January 24, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Spartz, Franklin, Devlin, Palmer and LaBounty      

Members absent: Warner 

Staff present:  Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson  

Others present: Lorien Mueller, Jodi Isaacson       

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion LaBounty, second Palmer to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES 

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to approve December 27, 2017 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 6-

0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: None   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Great Lakes Management – Report on Wild River Properties 

Lorien Mueller, Senior Director of Property Management, reviewed the reports with the EDA and 

answered questions from the Council. 

 

Wild River Townhomes had a 94.92% YTD average occupancy in 2017, down from 97.5% in 2016 

Wild River Senior housing had a 97.0% YTD average occupancy in 2017, up from 96.3% in 2016. 

 

Currently, the occupancy rate is at 92% as of December in the town homes.  The revenue total was 

over budget by $33,000 as a result of less vacancies than was budgeted.  The total operating expenses 

were under budget by $76,000. All of the expense categories were under budget.  Net operating income 

$111,000 over budget.  Great Lakes Management plans on truing up the budget as they move forward 

into 2018.   

As far as marketing information – there were 56 inquiries in the last quarter.  Typically, less moving 

is done toward the end of and beginning of the year.  There is one 1-bedroom senior apartment that is 

vacant and ready to lease. 

 

2017 Project Update 

 All town home garage doors were replaced 

 Sidewalks were replaced at senior housing and town homes 

 Some projects were put on hold for 2017 – such as deck staining – moved into 2018 

 

2018 Plans 

 Review percentage versus dollar rent increases 

 Getting bids on LED lighting upgrades 

 Parking lot repair/replacement 

 

During this winter’s snowplowing activities, the city’s snow sweeper equipment dented in a couple 

of the garage door panels at the Senior Apartment building.  It will cost about $600 to make repairs – not 
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enough to make an insurance claim.  The garage door still operates which is important as there is 

plumbing in the garage that needs to be kept warm.  

The Administrator noted that the City will undergo a housing study.  The consultant will likely 

contact Mueller for information.  Great Lakes Management personnel will attend the April meeting to 

give the next quarterly report. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to accept the Wild River Property Report.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

EDA Business Breakfast  

The Administrator asked the EDA to set a date for the Business Breakfast, and to choose an appropriate 

location.  The City is welcome to use the training center at FCI; however, FCI would be unable to cater 

the breakfast.  Grace Church or Community Worship Center are other possible venues.  The EDA 

decided on Wednesday, April 4th at 7 a.m.  All Sandstone business owners will be invited.  If managers 

wanted to come, that would be appropriate.  The Administrator will check with the Community Worship 

Center and Grace Church and bring the possibilities back to February meeting for discussion. 

 

Various Updates 

The following updates were provided: 

 

• A draft marketing flyer for Sandstone as a NLX maintenance facility was produced and revised.  

The flyer will be used to generate local and regional support for locating the facility in 

Sandstone.  The Administrator encouraged EDA members to examine the flyer and note 

anything they believe would make it better.  Devlin noted that he would like to see more about 

the economic effects that the maintenance facility would have on the local economy.  The EDA 

discussed the emphasis being on the maintenance facility and hoping that a stop would come 

with it.  The stops between Duluth and the cities will be limited due to the speed that NLX is 

trying to achieve.    

 

• The NLX Alliance has been waiting on the “Finding of no significant impact” ruling.  It has now 

been approved and is waiting on a desk to be signed; however, it is being delayed by the 

government shutdown.   

 

• The possibility of having private railcar storage in the business park was explored.  At this point 

all the information points to the fact that these private rails like to connect to Amtrak.  It would 

be something to pursue when the NLX has firmed up their plans.   

 

• The Administrator may have the opportunity to meet with a gentleman from BNSF on Friday to 

further investigate possibilities for the business park. 

 

• The EDA reviewed a 4-page marketing brochure about Sandstone created by the Northspan 

Group.  Some updates are needed.  There were questions about the demographics that are noted.  

The housing study that the City is planning will lend better data to include in the brochure. 

 

• Saff are monitoring potential business leads through Community Venture Network.    CoCoa 

Company is an organic compost producing company.  They look for restaurants and food 

producers that have organic waste that can be turned into organic fertilizer.  The want to expand 

and develop 14 additional sites in rural areas, each of which would generate approximately 17 

jobs.  The facility requirements that they are looking for include level 50-acre sites that are not in 
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flood plains, within 15 minutes of a four-lane highway and with an adequate buffer.  The 

Sandstone business park has several of the points noted - perhaps not the farming that would 

serve as customers for the compost.  The company is conducting a webinar on February 6th at 

11:00 a.m.  Should any of the EDA members like to attend, the Administrator will have it 

playing in her office.   

 

• Mora is planning an International Economic Development Conference on February 8th, from 9 

a.m. - 3 p.m.  The Administrator is planning to attend.  Congressman Nolan or someone from his 

office will be the keynote speaker.  There is no cost but RSVPs are appreciated as lunch is 

included. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to adjourn at 6:42 p.m.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Phillip Kester, Chair 

                 

              __________________________________________ 

          Kathy George, Executive Director 
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December 15, 2017 through January 15, 2018 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 62 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 63 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 64 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 65 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 66 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 67 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 68 of 72 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 69 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 70 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 71 of 72 

 



City Council Meeting Agenda – February 7, 2018 

Page 72 of 72 

 


