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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY – OCTOBER 3, 2018 - 6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 

  

 

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

5. Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 

(Comments from Visitors must be informational in nature and not exceed (5) minutes per person)   

6. Consent Agenda:  

a. Approve Regular City Council Meeting Minutes: September 5, 2018 (pgs. 3-10) 

b. Approve Temporary Liquor License – Oktoberfest (pgs. 11-12) 

7. Reports 

a. Sheriff’s Deputy Report (pgs. 13-20) 

b. Fire Department Report 

i. Fire Department Relief Association – September 6, 2018 (pg. 21) 

c. Library Report – September, 2018 (pgs. 22-23) 

d. Sandstone History and Art Center – Annual Meeting (pg. 24) 

e. Planning Commission Meeting – September 12, 2018 (pgs. 25-31) 

i. Ordinance 20181003-01 Amending Chapter V, Section 517 Regarding Towers and Antennas (pgs. 

32-41) 

ii. Ordinance 20181003-02 Approving Summary Publication 

f. Park & Rec Commission Meeting – September 14, 2018 (pgs. 42-44) 

i. Banning State Park Youth Hunt (pgs. 45-48) 

ii. Special Event Permit Application – Voyageurs Area Council – BCA (pgs. 49-50) 

g. Rental Inspection Report – September (pg. 51) 

h. Building Inspection Report – September (pgs. 52-56) 

i. PeopleService Report – August, 2018 (pgs. 57-64) 

j. Financial Reports  

i. Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report – August, 2018 (pg. 65) 

ii. A/P Clerk Claims – September, 2018 (pgs. 66-73)  

8. Public Hearings / Presentations:  None 

9. Old & Continuing Business: None 

10. New Business 

a. Mayor’s Term (pg. 74) 

b. Ordinance No. 20181003-03 Repealing and Amending Chapter IX, Section 946; Amending Section 

945.11 Regarding Bow and Arrow Hunts: Deer Reduction (pgs. 75-78);  

Ordinance 20181003-04 Approving Summary Publication 

c. Ordinance No. 20181003-05 Rescinding Chapter IX, Section 935: Gun Control (pgs. 79-81) 

d. Ordinance No. 20181003-06 Rescinding Chapter IX, Section 940: Civil Disorder (pgs. 82-84) 

e. Charging for Fire Calls (pgs. 85-88) 

11. Written Notices and Communications 

12. Administrator’s Report 

13. Adjourn 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

October 3 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

October 6 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. – Oktoberfest and Kettle River Watershed Mural Unveiling 

October 10 9:00 a.m. – East Central Housing Organization (ECHO) Meeting 

October 10 12:00 p.m. – Sandstone Area Chamber of Commerce Meeting 

October 10 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 

October 11 2:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. – SCDP Appointments 

October 12 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting 

October 22 9:00 p.m. – Sandstone Fire Department Relief Association Meeting 

October 23 6:30 p.m. – North Pine Area Hospital District Meeting 

October 24 10:00 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

October 24 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

October 30 6:00 p.m. – Pine County Local Government Officials Meeting 

November 1 10:30 a.m. – East Central Housing Organization (ECHO) Meeting 

November 1 2:00 – 3:00 p.m.  – Rick Olseen at City Hall 

November 6 ELECTION DAY 

November 7 6:00 p.m. – Council Meeting 

November 9 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting  
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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

September 5, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Devlin and Palmer  

Members absent: none 

Staff present: Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present:  Greg Anderson – SEH, Paul Christensen – PeopleService, Inc., Thomas Landowski – 

resident, Andy Luedtke – Pine City Rental Inspections, Zachary Bettschen – Pine County Sheriff’s 

Department, Bill Jansen – resident and Mike Johnson – MPJ Inc. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance. 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the agenda as printed.   Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

The City received complaints about a camper located on a property, 210 Division St., that is hooked up 

to water and electricity, stating that people are in and out of the camper at all hours and lights are on at 

night; giving the appearance that the camper is being used for living quarters.  After inspection by 

Richard Drotning, a letter was sent to the owner, Shawn Jansen. It turns out that it is a rental property.  

Mr. Bill Jansen is the owner and he wanted to let the Council know that the RV parked on the lot was 

not his.  The renters were providing a home for an otherwise homeless person.  Jansen has taken action 

to rectify the situation.  The camper should be removed from the property by September 15th.  The 

Council thanked Mr. Jansen for his quick attention to this matter. 

 

Staff followed up on complaints received about incomplete work regarding a sewer line, a dog running 

loose, potholes and loose pavement on Washington, campsites in poor condition at Robinson Park, and 

concerns with the River Bluff project (mailboxes, delayed completion). 

 

REPORTS:  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report 

Deputy Bettschen reported on activity in August.  He’s received over 120 calls.  Eighteen of those were 

unitiated traffic stops, three assaults, one vehicle theft, numerous warrant pickups.  A few arrests have 

been made at Robinson Park.  There have been several calls regarding dogs at large. The Administrator 

made note that Deputy Bettschen has been very responsive to staff calls.  The weekly reports initiated by 

the Sheriff’s office have been nice to have as well.  Mayor Spartz thanked Bettschen for coming in and 

reporting to the Council. 

 

Fire Department 

The Fire Department responded to a passenger vehicle fire, a motor vehicle accident with injuries, and 

another accident last month. 

 

Fire Department Relief Association By-Laws 

The State is asking for the following documents before they will release the annual State Aid allotment:   

 Relief Association meeting minutes 
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 City Council meeting minutes 

 Most recent Bylaws of the Relief Association 

The Relief Association approved the latest bylaws dated January 23, 2012.  The Association had been 

working for a few years to update them.  There is no indication in City Council meeting minutes that the 

Council approved these bylaws.  In order to clear this matter up and provide the required documents to 

the State by the September 15th deadline, the Relief Association is asking the City Council to approved 

the attached Bylaws.  A special meeting of the Relief Association has been called for 7 p.m. on 

September 6, 2018. 

 

Motion Kester, second Palmer to approve the Relief Association bylaws as presented.  Motion 

carried 4-0, Devlin recused himself because he is the President of the Fire Department Relief 

Association. 

 

Library Report – August, 2018 

August was the last month of the summer reading program that included 182 children and which 

culminated with a presentation by the Raptor Center from the University of Minnesota.  The Friends of 

the Library also held their annual and very popular Quarry Days book sale. This event helps fund the 

summer reading program as well as other events throughout the year.  The library hosted three programs 

for children, including the Lego Club and Story Time, and one for adults.  There were 1,537 visitors and 

314 questions answered during the month of August. 

 

Planning Commission Meeting – August 8, 2018 

In their August meeting, the Planning Commission addressed the zoning ordinance language for storage 

containers, towers and antennas, minimum transitional yard requirements in the highway mixed use 

district and discussed the suburban residential district. 

 

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – August 10, 2018 

Topics covered in the meeting included the Legacy Grant Application (which was submitted on July 31) 

and camping statistics for Robinson Park, the National Night Out that was held on August 7, the Kettle 

River Watershed Mural project, Angle Park, the Gin pole, the stage at Robinson Park and the Train Park 

kiosk. 

 

Rental Inspection Report – Andrew Luedtke 

Andrew Luedtke introduced himself to the Council.  He was hired by Pine City as the Safety Officer.  

Sandstone contracts with Pine City for rental inspection services.  Luedtke reported that there were 32 

property inspections done so far this summer and a Google Drive account has been setup with property 

folders for each rental address.  8 parcels have been brought into compliance.  There are over 140 

parcels on the 2019 mailing list.  Luedtke is in Sandstone once a week and does 3-4 properties during 

that time.  Each property will be inspected every three years.  The most common noncompliance issue is 

smoke detectors, GFCI outlets and CO2 detectors.  Overall, things have gone well with the property 

owners. 

 

Building Inspection Report – Richard Drotning 

There are only three open files right now - Sandstone Healthcare Center, Essentia Health and the County 

building.  Mr. Drotning has been asked to be more proactive on the right-of-way permits because some 

companies come in and dig holes in the streets and then leave them.  There are currently 9 open ROW 

permits on file. 
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Small Cities Development Program Update 

Loans have closed on five residential properties; with three more in the process.  There are three 

commercial properties participating in the program.  Because of the SCDP program, some of the 

property owners have been able to take advantage of additional programs; such as, Lakes & Pines Live 

Well at Home and Minnesota Housing Finance Agency Rehabilitation Loan Program.  The City has 

until October 2020 to expend all of the program funds.  Another mailing was done to the owner 

occupied residential property owners, but the target area will probably need to be expanded. 

 

PeopleService Report –  2018 

Paul Christensen, the regional representative with PeopleService, came to the meeting to answer any 

questions the Council might have.  The Muffin Monster is being replaced by a Vogelsand Grinder.  The 

complete project is going to cost the City $18,895.18 and will be done by General Repair Service out of 

Vadnais Heights.  The cost of repairing it was very close to that of replacement, so the decision was 

made to replace it.  One of the Council Members asked about the quality of the new ones and was 

assured that the new ones are the same quality of the older ones.  It will take approximately one month 

to get the equipment. 

 

The current Operation and Maintenance Agreement is dated January 31, 2014 and is due to expire 

January 1, 2019. The Agreement allows for automatic renewal for successive 1-year terms, unless 

written notice of cancellation is given by either party. The Administrator contacted Christensen to ask 

for a change in the period of time used for the Consumer Price Index. Currently, it is the previous 

September to September time frame. This is problematic because the City must adopt the preliminary 

budget in September each year. She asked for consideration to change the period to June. This prompted 

discussion about additional items in the contract that should be updated. Therefore, Christensen prepared 

the proposed Operation and Maintenance Agreement for Council consideration, with the following 

changes: 

 

• Dates updated (effective date is January 1, 2019 with price adjustments beginning January 1, 

2020)  

• CPI month updated to June 

• Increase of 2.75% applied to both the monthly compensation and annual maintenance fund  

• Updated hourly billing rates in the miscellaneous section to match current rates of $70/hour 

during normal business hours and $105/hour at all other times  

• Removed the $2,600 earmark of maintenance funds in section 1.3 for meter upgrades  

• Updated the meter replacement program bullet in the scope removing the reference to the same 

language in section 1.3 and updated this bullet indicating we would replace up to 20% of the 

meters annually with the cost of the equipment being that of the Owner  

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the contract with PeopleService, Inc.  Motion carried 

5-0. 

 

Financial Reports 

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report for 

July and Accounts Payable Claims for August.  Motion passed 5-0. 
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PUBLIC HEARING:  Preliminary 2019 Budget/Levy 

The City Council held a work session on August 20th to discuss the proposed 2019 Levy and Budget for 

the City and for the EDA. The Preliminary Levy and Budget are to be certified to the County Auditor by 

September 30th. The Final Levy and Budget will be adopted in December. The Final cannot be more 

than what is adopted for the Preliminary.  

 

The Administrator explained property taxes, how they are calculated, market value exclusions, tax 

capacities, the City’s budget, revenue acquisition, tax increase factors and the impact on taxpayers to the 

Council and guests.  This year part of the tax levy will be used to finance the general fund.  There is a 

place holder in the general fund budget for the hiring of a community service officer.  With the 

preliminary budget, the City Tax rate is lower than it was last year.   

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to adopt Resolution 20180905-01 Adopting the Preliminary 2019 

City Budget of $2,427,205.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Devlin to adopt Resolution 20180905-02 Adopting the Preliminary City 

Tax Levy for Taxes Payable 2019 of $483,833.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to adopt Resolution 20180905-03 Adopting the Preliminary EDA 

Tax Levy for Taxes Payable 2019 of $9,533.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to set the Annual Truth in Taxation Meeting for Wednesday, 

December 5, 2018, at 6:00 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 

 

• Special Council Meeting Minutes: August 1, 2018 

• Regular City Council Meeting Minutes: August 1, 2018  

• Special Council Meeting Minutes: August 20, 2018 Budget Work Session  

• Special Council Meeting Minutes: August 20, 2018 Interviews  

• Cemetery Deed: James Vanderwerf  

• Temporary Liquor License – Old School Arts Center  

• Special Permit – Use, Consumption, & Display of Beer in Train Park – American Legion      

 Post 151  

• Rental Building Appeals Board Members  

• 2019 Allocation to the Initiative Foundation  

• 2018 Election Update  

  

Motion carried 5-0. 

  

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

Security Cameras 

Previously, the City Council received a presentation and quote from Sam Seibert, Cybert PC, to install 

13 cameras in town, which will require 10 relay locations as well. Seibert quoted the work at a total cost 

of $27,329.15.   Minnesota Power had been asked for permission to place the cameras and relay 

equipment on their existing poles. They denied the request and stated that the City could pay Minnesota 
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Power to install new poles and bring power to each pole and then the ownership of the poles would be 

turned over to the City.    

 

Minnesota Power provided a rough estimate of $2,000 - $5,000 per site location. With 23 site locations 

(13 cameras and 10 relay sites), the cost for the poles ranges from $46,000 to $115,000. Adding in 

$30,000 for Cybert PC (rounded numbers), the total project cost ranges from $76,000 to $145,000.       

 

Questions were brought up about using commercial buildings to put some of the cameras on and 

negotiating with Minnesota Power.  The possibility of scaling back the project was brought up.  The 

Administrator was asked to have a Minnesota Power representative attend a meeting with Mayor Spartz, 

Council Member Franklin, Sam Seibert, and herself to further discuss options. 

 

Greg Anderson – River Bluff Project 

A letter was received from Greg Anderson with SEH outlining the time and budget changes for the 

River Bluff Street reconstruction.  Due to weather, soil issues and MPJ Enterprise’s progress, the 

contractor will not meet the substantial completion date of August 31, 2018, and likely will not meet the 

final completion date of September 15, 2018.  A different paving contractor is going to be used and will 

be using B-oil instead of the C-oil that was in the original specs.  SEH is also requesting approval of an 

increase in their contract of $19,200 to assist the City in the completion of the project.   

 

Anderson was present, along with Mike Johnson of MPJ Enterprises to discuss the project.  A change 

order will need to be issued if the Council wishes to extend the completion date for MPJ; otherwise, the 

contract allows for the City to assess liquidated damages of $1,500 per day until substantial completion 

is met.   Anderson suggests that the City wait until everything is done so that actual dates can be used on 

any correspondence to MPJ.  The Administrator would like to send the residents an update letter.  It was 

noted that the alley to the south of the project area has some soft spots.  Anderson suggested not paving 

the alley until next year so that the soil can settle. 

 

A request for payment #3 was received from MPJ in the amount of $163,239.16 which represents 83% 

of the work completed and material on hand, with 5% held for retainage.  Anderson was asked if there 

are any unexpected or unaccounted for material/quantity expenses that might catch the City by surprise.  

He and Johnson stated that the payment request reflects everything to date on this project.  There should 

be no surprises. 

 

Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve the change to B-oil with a $6 per ton price deduct, and 

further to approve SEH’s extra cost of $19,200.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the 3rd Payment Request in the amount of $163,239.16 

to MPJ Enterprises.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Essentia Health Sandstone – Temporary Job Trailer 

David Fornengo, with Essentia Health Sandstone, contacted the City about the possibility of locating a 

temporary job trailer on the south side of the Fire Hall for the purpose of housing ambulance personnel 

from November 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019.  Currently, Essentia has a Lease Agreement with the 

City for 1 ½ stalls in the Fire Hall, which they use to store the ambulance. Therefore, next to the fire hall 

would be desirable to house the ambulance personnel. 
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Essentia is in the process of constructing a new ambulance garage along with sleeping quarters and 

office space that will accommodate their needs in the future; however, the new building will not be 

ready for some time.  They have been leasing space from Sandstone Health Care Center to use as 

sleeping quarters for ambulance personnel; however, Sandstone Health Care Center is pursuing options 

for their building and the ambulance personnel will no longer be able to stay there.   

 

Council Members expressed concern with the request because of the earlier discussion with a landlord 

who was put on notice that a camper was being used for living quarters, which is not allowed.  There 

was discussion on whether the request by Essentia presents a similar situation and perhaps could be 

perceived as a double standard.  During discussion, some of the differences noted include residential 

property versus commercial property, asking permission in advance, working together with the hospital, 

and providing a service to the community.   

 

Motion Devlin, second Spartz to deny the request.  Motion failed 2-3 with Franklin, Palmer and 

Kester dissenting. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve the request and allow Essentia Health to locate a 

temporary job trailer on the south side of the Fire Hall for the purpose of housing ambulance 

personnel from November 1, 2018 through April 30, 2019, for an additional monthly lease of $500.  

Motion carried 4-1 with Devlin dissenting. 

 

2018 LMC Regional Meetings 

The Administrator shared information with the Council on the dates and locations for the upcoming 

League of Minnesota Cities Regional Meetings, asking if any Council Members are able to attend.  

Council Members will check their schedules and let her know if they are able.   

 

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve Council Members and staff attendance at LMC 

Regional Meetings.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

City Administrator Employment Agreement Amendment 

Previously, Council Members and Administrator George discussed the language in her Employment 

Agreement.  Paragraph 2 regarding compensation was not clear regarding the application of Cost of 

Living Adjustments.  Additionally, Council Members had discussed not tying the COLA to increases 

that might be given to other employees since the Administrator participates in the union negotiation 

process on behalf of the City.  The following changes were proposed: 
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Other references in the document to “other City employees” with regard to benefits were changed to 

“other full-time City employees”.   

 

Additionally, in Paragraph 11, Professional Development, the following change was proposed:   

 

 
Motion Devlin, second Palmer to approve the proposed changes to the Administrator’s 

Employment Agreement and further approving a 2% COLA increase effective August 1, 2018.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items. 

Dronen Case Update 

 Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mediation is schedule for September 12 

 Pre-Trial/Settlement Conference has been set for September 26 

 Trial has been set for November 29 

Tax-Forfeited Properties 

 Asbestos testing was conducted last week; waiting for the report 

 Fire Department may be interested in training burns at 2 locations 

City Hall Hours 

 Office Staff are trying out a 4 day/10 hour per day work week 

 City Hall office hours will be extended to 7:00 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

 This is a trial period; if all works well, new City Hall hours will be published 

Pine County Housing Discussion 

 County Commissioners received a presentation of the County-wide Strategic Housing Plan 

 County Administrator Minke hosted a meeting of various stakeholders 

 Priorities of the stakeholders included a County-wide HRA/EDA entity, as well as County-wide 

zoning and the County adopting the State Building Code 

ECRDC – Regional Transportation Coordination Council 
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 Funds have been made available for regions to consider creating RTCCs 

 Core membership and steering committee structure are being discussed 

 Goal: Develop an effective structure and operation plan for transporting people 

Wild River Properties – Update  

A flowering tree will be planted where the lilacs were on the highway side 

Cleaning gutters now, will check on water runoff concerns 

Weeding & spraying mulch areas; plan to add more mulch 

Adaptive Reuse of Historic Buildings in Rural Communities 

City has been granted an intern through the UofM Center for Urban and Regional Affairs 

Intern has been selected 

Goal: Research 10 successful projects and provide written report on findings 

No cost to City 

Digital Display Speed Signs  

Installed Friday, August 31st     

Soup Kitchen 

Grace Lutheran is exploring options/possibilities 

Attended initial meeting August 16th  

 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Kester, second Palmer to adjourn at 8:13 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor  

 

          _________________________________________ 

          Kathy George, Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Temporary Liquor License - Oktoberfest 

 

BACKGROUND: The City is sponsoring Oktoberfest on Saturday, October 6th, at Train 

Park.  Part of the festivities include selling craft beer.  A Temporary 

Liquor License is required. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) Oktoberfest Flyer 

Application for 1-4 Day Temporary Liquor License 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Review and approve  
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Sandstone Fire Relief Association Meeting Minutes 

Special Meeting 

September 6, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:11 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Devlin, Johnson, Degerstrom and Apple  

Members absent: Haugen and Breffle 

Staff present: Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present: Chief A Spartz 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: None 

 

BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS: None 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None 

 

REPORT OF COMMITTEES: None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

By-Laws 

The State is asking for the following documents before they will release the annual State Fire Aid.   

 Relief Association meeting minutes approving the By-Laws 

 City Council meeting minutes indicating ratification 

 A signed copy of the most recent By-laws of the Relief Association 

Devlin signed the by-laws at the meeting and will now send them to the State.   

 

Request for a Retirement Payout 

The Relief Association has received a request for a retirement payout for George Castonguay.  Treasurer 

Pete Spartz is working with CPA Altoff on the calculations.  As soon as that is received, a check can be 

cut.  The request is to make the check payable to Member’s Cooperative Credit Union, which is causing 

some confusion.  Devlin will send it to the State for their approval.  Another special meeting will be 

needed to make that payment. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: None 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Spartz, second Apple to adjourn at 7:16 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

___________________________________    ____________________________________ 

Brandon Devlin, President        Chad Breffle, Secretary 
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Sandstone Public Library 

September 2018 

 

We had a great September with many things happening.  We saw 1,529 patrons and answered 385 

reference questions.  We had nature photographer Steve Manuum here to do a Nature Photography 

workshop for 42 people, who came from as far away as Princeton, Rush City and Pine City. 

     

Our regular Story Time resumed for the Fall season and we had a special Storyteller from Sweden, Anna 

Reyenfores, who told the story of the Three Bill Goats Gruff in song and Dance to 51 kids, all crammed 

into our little Childrens’ space (good thing they are small!).  This program and the Nature photographer 

were both funded with Legacy funding.   

 

Our Fall Silent auction began and continues until October 25th.  Patrons have donated many beautiful 

items for this important Friends of the Library event and more items come in every day.   

 

Attached is an article that was recently published about “Why Libraries Still Matter”.  I thought the 

Council would enjoy reading it.   

 

Jeanne Coffey, Branch Librarian 

East Central Regional Library (ECRL) 

Sandstone Public Library 

119 North Fourth Street 

P.O. Box 599 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

Phone: 320-245-2270 

http:// www.ecrlib.org   jcoffey@ecrlib.org  

http://www.ecrlib.org/
mailto:jcoffey@ecrlib.org
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SHAAC Annual Meeting Minutes 2018 

 

Meeting called to order by president Cheri Holm 

 

Agenda approved on motion by Ardie, second by Lois.  So carried 

 

Minutes of 2017 annual meeting read and approved on motion by Ken, second Al. S.c. 

 

Financial report given by Ken.  Check book balance $2388.36, Savings Account $4907.06.  Motion by Lois, 

second Irene that financial report be placed on file.  S.c. 

 

Report of election committee presented Ken and Ardie to co-chair as president, Irene for secretary. As there were 

no nominations from the floor a unanimous ballot was cast for the slate presented by the committee.  Lois, Cheri 

and Al will continue as directors. Lois for a term of one year, Al a term of 2 years, and Cheri 3 years.  Cheri was 

also appointed treasurer. 

 

Ardie gave a review of the 2018 activities. Christmas open house was well received.  Dorothy Dybvig 

demonstrated making lefsa.  Fred Keller presented a program of music and storytelling - stories relating to the 

history of our area.  He is interested in providing original music and gathering of stories of history of the area 

especially lumbering days.  He suggested we look into obtaining a grant to furnish funds for such a program.  We 

opened in May with our theme for the season would be celebrating and honoring the Flower and Garden Club on 

their 80th birthday.  Pat Makala and Art Olstead created a dvd with slides that had been taken by Gracie Lewis 

from the beginning of the club with the addition of pictures provided by current members.   

 

It was decided that we have Art with the assistance of Dick VanDerWerf prepare a dvd with a historical tour of 

the quarry to be ready by Quarry Days.  They will also be for sale to the public.  Attendance during Quarry days 

was exciting. 

Memorial monies received from the Langseth family will be used to provide these dvds and equipment to do on 

site showing of the dvds.  John Gaede presented the center with a visual presentation of the history of Sandstone 

Federal Correctional Institution which is available for viewing at the center. 

  

Al gave a report of facility improvements the biggest project being the new carpeting.  Lee Dybvig built drawers 

for under the quarry display thus eliminating the case in front of the quarry diorama.  This freed up much needed 

space and is a good addition to the center.  Ardie has marked the drawers as to contents. Ken had rearranged the 

Courier storage area and marked the shelves as well as the couriers for easier availability.  We have had a 

volunteer intern Alanea White and she is training in volunteers as how to use the resources and references when 

doing research.  The center will be closing in October for the season but will have a special Christmas Event as 

we did in 2017.  

 

Membership is a little above previous year.  Volunteers are needed for open hours.  We will work on that this 

year.  There will be ads in the Courier again in March.  There was no visitors fee but donations accepted and they 

were usually quite generous.  Our membership totals 40 and the average other years was 33.  We will be updating 

our membership list as we then can mail out our meeting minutes and upcoming activities. 

 

Long range plans were discussed.  Theme discussed was researching the original businesses of Sandstone, 

lumbering in the early days and festivals of years past.   

Being no other business a motion for adjournment was called for. So 

Carried 

Secretary, Irene Sandell 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

September 12, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Members present: Steve Palmer, Reese Frederickson, Rene Stadin, Randy Riley, Cassie Gaede  

Members absent: Andrew Spartz  

Staff present:   Administrator Kathy George 

Others:       None 

 

AGENDA – Motion Gaede, second Palmer, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion passed 5-

0. 

 

MINUTES – Motion Palmer, second Frederickson, to approve the minutes from the August 8, 

2018 Planning Commission Meeting.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

A. Section 517 of the Sandstone City Code Regarding Towers and Antennas - Previously, the 

Commission asked that the City Attorney review City Code Section 517 regarding Towers and 

Antennas for possible changes and updates.  At the August Planning Commission meeting, 

commissioners reviewed the City Attorney’s draft of proposed changes to the Code.  

Commissioners started questioning the relevance of the City regulating towers and antennas and 

directed Administrator George to have further discussions with the City Attorney.  The City 

Attorney responded that the City Code deals with the location of where towers can go in 

Sandstone, how tall they can be, what setbacks apply, how they must be constructed, etc.  The 

suggested amendments make the City’s requirements clearer and more easily enforceable.  

Getting rid of the City’s requirements altogether would mean wireless towers and facilities could 

be constructed wherever the companies want, at whatever height and appearance they want.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the suggested changes.  There was some discussion about what might 

happen if a tower falls over onto either public property or neighboring properties.  It was thought 

that insurance and other City codes were in place to address the situation if something like that 

happened.  It was also noted that towers must be setback from the nearest property line or public 

rights-of-way by a minimum distance equal to the height of the tower. 

 

Motion Gaede, second Frederickson, to recommend the City Council adopt the suggested 

revisions to City Code 517 regarding Towers and Antennas.  Motion passed 5-0. 

     

B. Zoning Ordinance Update – The Planning Commission discussed a few follow up items from the 

August meeting: 
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(1) Commissioners continued to discuss “storage pods” on a temporary, time-limited basis.  Staff 

has found the following language from another community: 

 

No more than one shipping container, intermodal shipping container or freight container 

temporary storage container may be stored in a side or rear yard in all zoning districts, 

provided that any such side yard storage shall not be adjacent to a street and all setbacks are 

met.  The container may be located on the property for a period not to exceed six (6) months per 

year, while storage is required for remodeling or other activities relating to the property 

[Traditional Residential, Highway Mixed Use, Suburban Residential; Historic Downtown 

District would be 30 days; Industrial District would be unrestricted]. 

 

Commissioners were not comfortable with the terms “shipping container”, “intermodal shipping 

container”, or “freight container”, as they do not want semi-truck boxes used for storage.   

 

Staff recommended using the term “temporary storage containers” instead.  Commissioners 

agreed with this term; however, asked staff to research definitions of “temporary storage 

containers” stating that they would like to prohibit the use of semi-truck boxes that are on wheel 

chassis or trailers. 

 

Commissioners were comfortable with the following definition:  “Temporary storage 

containers” includes cargo containers without an axel, storage PODS, transport containers 

without an axel, any box-like container transported by truck or trailer without an axel.  

“Temporary storage containers” does NOT include railroad cars, truck vans, converted mobile 

homes, trailers, recreational vehicles, bus bodies, dumpsters.  These items are not allowed to be 

used as temporary storage containers. 

 

Commissioners also discussed the use of temporary storage containers in the Highway Mixed 

Use District.  Rather than limiting the use to 6 months per year, consensus was to allow the use, 

unrestricted.   

 

(2) While reviewing the Suburban Residential District in August, Commissioners felt that the 

language regarding Home Occupations should allow for a wider variety of home occupations, 

including outdoor uses.  They felt that it may also make sense to allow for the proprietor to have 

employees, other than family.  They also questioned the parking restrictions.  Staff was asked to 

research the issue and report back to the Commission. 

 

 Since Home Occupations are allowed as an Interim Use in both the Traditional Residential 

District and the Suburban Residential District, Staff suggests adding “Additional Conditions” 

specific to Home Occupations in City Code Section 515.35, Subdivision 6, Interim Use Permits.  

Commissioners were comfortable with this approach.  Staff will continue to work on this and 

bring recommended language back to the Planning Commission.   

 

(3) Wells and on-site sewage disposal systems: the current language reads: 

 

Any use requiring potable water and a sewage disposal system and not having access to the 

public water or sewer system must demonstrate that soil conditions will allow a well and two (2) 

on-site sewage disposal systems. State requirements for such on-site water and disposal systems 

apply. 
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In checking with the County, the following response was received from Kelly Schroeder: 

 

 
Schroeder also stated that there are no state regulations when it comes to requiring lots to prove 

they can support a well.  Commissioners were comfortable with the County’s language. 

 

(4) The Commission then reviewed and discussed the Industrial District, which is defined in the 

Comprehensive Plan as follows: 

 

This district is characterized by having good access to State Highway 23.  Lots or parcels in 

this district are guided to buildings and associated office, administrative and truck service 

facilities for the following activities: manufacturing, fabrication, assembly, processing, 

packaging, compounding or storage of materials, goods and products.  Unlike the Medical 

Business and the Highway Mixed Use districts, this area will allow for development with a 

lower set of standards of design and a higher intensity of use.  Even with these allowances, this 

district’s proximity to the river and Banning State Park means that design and practices which 

protect the adjacent natural resources are important.   

 

This District is currently not described in the current City Code; however, several parcels on the 

existing zoning map are identified for General Industrial.  These parcels include Mike Johnson’s 

pit (now proposed to be Park), the wastewater treatment plant (now proposed to be Suburban 

Residential), 605 Old Military Road (owned by Bruce Christensen – now proposed to be 

Highway Mixed Use), a portion of Lundorff Drive (Credit union, etc. – now proposed to be 
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Professional/Light Industrial), and Anderson Recycling (the only area proposed to be 

“Industrial”).  

 

The City Code does have a section for Light Industrial (I-1) and Limited Industrial (I-2).  

Commissioners reviewed both of these sections and choose which portions are appropriate for 

the new Industrial District, with the following resulting language:  

 
Industrial District (I).  Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  This district is characterized by having good access to State 

Highway 23.  Lots or parcels in this district are guided to buildings and associated office, administrative and truck 

service facilities for the following activities: manufacturing, fabrication, assembly, processing, packaging, 

compounding or storage of materials, goods and products.   

 

Subd. 2.  Permitted uses.  (Subd. 2, Amended, Ord. 2015-04) 

 

a. Auto and truck washes. 

 

b. Cold storage plants and warehousing. 

 

c. Carpet cleaning, dry cleaning and dyeing, laundry employing any number of persons, providing 

the cleaning fluid has a base which is of non-explosive material. 

 

d. Electric appliance assembly. 

 

e. Growing, handling, crating, sorting and shipping nursery stock. 

 

f. Laboratory, research, experimental and testing. 

 

g. Essential services. 

 

h. Storage and sale of lumber, coal, brick, stone, contractors supply yard, provided such use is 

entirely enclosed within a substantial fence not less than eight (8) feet in height. 

 

i. Plumbing, heating, glazing, painting, paper-hanging, roofing, ventilating, and electrical 

contractors and supply shops; blacksmith shop, tin shop, print shop, newspaper plant, carpentry, 

soldering, and welding establishments. 

 

j. The manufacturing, compounding, processing and packaging or treatment of food products such 

as bakery goods, candy, cosmetics, dairy products, drugs, perfumes, pharmaceuticals and 

toiletries. 

 

k. The manufacturing, compounding, assembling treatment of articles or merchandise from the 

following previously prepared materials:  bone, cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, 

fiber, fur, glass, hair, horn, leather, paper, plastic, precious or semi-precious metals or stones, 

shell, textiles, tobacco, wood (excluding planing mill), yarns and paint not requiring a boiling 

process. 

 

l. Any other manufacturing or industrial enterprise, operation or process, whether making, 

assembling, repairing, buffing, finishing, plating, polishing, tempering, packing, shipping, or 

storing providing that any resulting cinders, dust, flashing, fumes, gas, noise, odor, refuse, matter, 

smoke, vapor or vibration is confined effectively to the premises and no extra fire hazard is 

created. 
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m. Railway and motor freight depot or trucking terminal, provided that the truck entrance is 

appropriate to safely and adequately accommodate the movement of trucks. 

 

n. Recycling centers. 

 

o. Storage in bulk of, or warehouse for, such material as building material, contractors’ equipment, 

furniture, food, fabrics, hardware and similar goods when entirely contained in an enclosed 

roofed building.  

 

p. The sale or distribution, storage and distribution of supplies, equipment and goods. 

 

q. Other manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, storage, servicing and repair of materials, 

goods or products determined by the planning commission and confirmed by the city council to 

be similar to the above conditional uses and which conform to the purpose and performance 

standards of the district.   

 

Subd. 3.  Accessory uses.   

 

a. Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 

 

b. Bus or taxi loading or unloading facilities. 

 

c. Storage of merchandise solely intended to be retailed by a related and established principal use. 

 

d. Parking lots. 

 

e. Unheated buildings and structures for a use accessory to the principal use. 

 

f. Off-street parking as regulated by this section. 

 

g. Off-street loading. 

 

h. Signs subject to regulations in section 415. 

 

Subd. 4.  Conditional uses.  

 

a. Indoor and outdoor storage of vehicles, materials, or open sales.  

 

b. Publicly owned buildings such as fire stations, maintenance garages and storage facilities. 

 

c. Towers for amateur radio operators and towers/antenna (see section 517). 

 

d. Taxi/transit services.  

 

Subd. 5.  Lot area and setback requirements.   

 

a. Minimum lot width: A lot should not be less than 150 feet in width. 

  

b. Setback requirements:   Principal uses must comply with the following setback requirements. 

 

Front yard   A minimum of 40 feet 

Rear yard  A minimum of 40 feet 
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Interior side yard A minimum of 15 feet 

Street side yard A minimum of 40 feet 

 

c. Buffer requirements:  A building must be set back a minimum of fifty (50) feet from a zoning 

district boundary line, which separates the Industrial District (I) from a residential district.  The 

areas between buildings in the Industrial District (I) and such streets and boundaries of any 

residential district will be utilized as a buffer between the two zoning districts.  A vegetative 

buffer must be planted in this area using native groundcover, shrubs, or trees and must be 

continuously maintained by the Industrial District (I) property owner. 

 

d. Road setback:  A building must be set back a minimum of forty (40) feet from any state highway, 

major or secondary thoroughfare, county highway or any road in use by the public prior to the 

creation of the Industrial District (I). 

 

Subd. 6.  Other standards and requirements.   

 

a. Landscaping requirements.  Open areas of a site, lot, tract, or parcel must be graded to provide 

proper drainage, and except for areas used for parking, drives, or storage, must be landscaped 

with trees, shrubs, ornamental landscape materials, or planted ground cover.  Plans for the 

landscaping and screening must be submitted for approval to the city before any permit will be 

issued.  The plan must show the location, type, quality, and size of all existing and proposed trees 

and plantings in or proposed for the landscaping area.  A certificate of occupancy may not be 

issued until the landscaping is completed in accordance with the approved plans.  The owner must 

maintain the landscaping in an attractive and well-kept condition.  Vacant lots, tracts, or parcels 

must be properly maintained.  

 

b. Storage of materials.  An accessory building may not be constructed for the purposes of keeping 

articles, goods or materials otherwise in the open or exposed to public view.  When necessary to 

store or keep such materials in the open, the lot or storage area must be fenced with a screening 

fence that is at least six (6) feet high.  Storage is limited to the rear two-thirds of the property 

measured by area. 

 

c. Glare, fumes, heat.  Glare, fumes or heat may not be produced in any building in this district that 

is noticeable at the distance of more than fifty (50) feet from the building in which it is produced. 

 

d. Exterior lighting.  Lights used for exterior illumination must be directed away from adjacent 

properties and oncoming traffic. 

 

e. Waste material.  Solid waste materials, debris, refuse, or garbage must be kept within a completely 

enclosed building or in closed containers which are stored in racks.  Waste material may not be 

washed into the public storm sewer system without first having received a permit to do so from 

the city council.  If the permit is not granted, a waste disposal plan must be submitted to the 

planning commission and the city council for approval.  The plan must not require additional land 

for continual operation and should not cause a detrimental effect to the adjacent properties.   

 

f. Drainage.  In the development, improvement or alteration of land, the natural direction of 

draining may not be changed unless the council approves plans for the development.  Run-off 

must be properly channeled into a storm drain, watercourse, or ponding area, and staff must 

approve a storm water drainage plan. 

 

g.    Inspections and testing for compliance.  To assure compliance with the standards in this 

subsection, the city may require the owner or operator of any industrial use to make such 
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investigations and tests as may be required to insure adherence to the standards.  The 

investigation and tests must be carried out by an independent testing organization selected by the 

city after thirty (30) day notice.  The costs incurred for the investigations or tests will be borne by 

the city, except when the results of such disclose non-compliance with this subsection, in which 

event the owner or operator must pay testing costs incurred by the city.  This procedure does not 

preclude the city from performing its own tests and investigations that it finds appropriate in 

order to determine compliance with the code. 

 

h.    Additional Requirements.  The planning commission or the city council may require additional 

items from the applicant as they deem necessary in order to assess compatibility of the proposed 

use with the goals of the Industrial District and with the other existing or proposed uses within the 

Industrial District. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None 

 

OTHER:  Commissioners were provided with the DRAFT Heliport Ordinance.  The Public Hearing 

will be held at the October 10th Planning Commission meeting.  Commissioners were asked to review 

the draft and let Staff know of any questions or concerns that they may have at this point. 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion Stadin, second Frederickson, to adjourn.  Motion passed 5-0.  Time 8:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Ordinance 20181003-01 Amending Chapter V, Section 517 

Regarding Towers and Antennas 

 

BACKGROUND: During the process of updating the City’s Zoning Code, 

Commissioners started looking at Section 517 regarding the 

regulations of towers and antennas.  They asked the City Attorney to 

look into revisions and updates to this Section.  The City Attorney has 

prepared the attached amendments. 

 

The Planning Commission has reviewed the amendments and 

recommends the City Council adopt them. 

 

The proposed amendments have been posted on the City’s bulletin 

board and also on the City’s website in accordance with Minnesota 

Statutes 415.19.  This is a recent law change that requires cities to post 

the text of any new or amended ordinances at least 10 days before a 

final vote by the Council. 

ATTACHMENT(S) Proposed Ordinance 20181003-01  

Proposed Ordinance 20181003-02 Approving Summary Publication 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Review and approve  
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ORDINANCE NO. 20181003-01 

 

AN ORDINANCE  

 

AMENDING CHAPTER V, SECTION 517 OF THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE REGARDING 

TOWERS AND ANTENNAS 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1.  Sandstone City Code, Chapter V, Section 517 is amended by deleting the stricken material 

and adding the double-underlined material as follows: 

 

517.01.  Regulation of towers and antennas.  Subdivision 1.  Limited federal preemption.  The city 

recognizes that the Federal Communications Act of 1934 as amended by the Telecommunications Act of 

1996 (the “Act”) grants the Federal Communications Commission exclusive jurisdiction over the regulation 

of the environmental effects of radio frequency emissions from wireless communications facilities and 

primary jurisdiction over the regulation of radio signal interference among users of the radio frequency 

spectrum.  Consistent with the Act, the regulation of towers and antennas in the city will not have the effect 

of prohibiting any person from providing telecommunications services. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Purpose.  In order to accommodate the communication needs of residents and businesses 

while protecting the public health, safety and general welfare of the community, the city finds that these 

regulations are necessary in order to: 

 

 a) facilitate the provision of wireless communication services to the residents and businesses of 

the city; 

 

 b) minimize adverse visual effects of towers through careful design and siting standards; 

 

 c) avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from tower failure through structural 

standards and setback requirements; and 

 

 d) maximize the use of existing and approved towers to accommodate new wireless 

communication antennas in order to reduce the number of towers needed to serve the 

community. 

 

517.03.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  The following words and terms when used in this section have the 

following meanings, unless the text clearly indicates otherwise. 

 

 a) Antenna.  Any structure or device used for the purpose of collecting or transmitting 

electromagnetic waves including but not limited to directional antennas such as panels, 

microwave dishes, satellite dishes, and omni-directional antennas except: 

 

  1) a satellite earth station dish antenna two meters in diameter or less, located in an 

industrial or commercial district; 

 

  2) a satellite earth station dish antenna one meter or less in diameter, wherever located; 

and 
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  3) facilities which an operator demonstrates are solely exempt from local regulation 

and only subject to regulation by the Federal Communications Commission such as 

certain amateur radio facilities. 

 

 b) Tower.  Any ground, wall or roof mounted pole, spire, structure or combination thereof 

taller than 15 feet, including supporting lines, cables, wires, braces and masts intended 

primarily for the purpose of mounting an antenna. 

 

517.05.  Location of towers and antennas.  Subdivision 1.  Towers and antennas in residentially zoned 

districts are a prohibited use, except that: 

 

 a) Towers supporting amateur radio operations, antennas and equipment licensed by the FCC 

and conforming to all applicable provisions of this section are allowed as a conditional use 

only: in the rear yard of residentially zones residential parcels.; 

 

 b) Towers and antennas in residentially zoned districts that conform to all other applicable 

provisions of this section are allowed as a conditional use only in the following locations: 

 

  1) church sites when camouflaged as small steeples or bell towers; and 

 

  2) government, school, utility and institutional sites. 

 

 c) b) Antennas located on city property, buildings or infrastructure such as water reservoirs 

towers shall be a permitted use to the extent any private, commercial antennas are currently 

located on such a site.  Location of antennas on such sites are subject to obtaining a lease 

and any other required approvals such as a building permit, and subject to the availability of 

a suitable location at the site. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Towers in all other zoning districts are allowed as conditional uses subject to the 

provisions of subsection section 515.35, subdivisions 4 5 through 7  and the additional requirements of this 

section. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Antennas are a permitted use on any city property, buildings or infrastructure such as 

water reservoirs towers to the extent any private, commercial antennas are currently located on such a site.  

Location of antennas on such sites are subject to obtaining a lease and any other required approvals such as 

a building permit and subject to the availability of a suitable location at the site. 

 

517.07.  Co-location requirements.  Subdivision 1.  Towers erected, constructed or located within the city 

must comply with the following requirements. 

 

 Subd. 2.  A proposal for a No new tower is not shall be permitted as a conditional use unless the city 

finds that the antenna planned for the proposed tower cannot be accommodated on an existing or approved 

tower within a one mile search radius of the proposed tower due to one or more of the following reasons: 

 

 a) The planned antenna would exceed the structural capacity of the existing or approved tower 

as certified by a qualified and licensed professional engineer, and the existing or approved 

tower cannot be reinforced, modified or replaced to accommodate the planned antenna at a 
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reasonable cost. 

 

 b) The planned antenna would cause interference, materially impacting the usability of other 

existing or planned antenna or other communications equipment at the tower as certified by 

a qualified professional engineer, and the interference cannot be prevented at a reasonable 

cost.  

 

 c) b) Existing or approved towers within the search radius cannot accommodate the planned 

antenna at a height necessary to function reasonably as certified by a qualified and licensed 

professional engineer. 

 

 d) c) Other unforeseen and documented reasons The applicant certifies and documents that make 

it is infeasible to locate the planned antenna upon an existing or approved tower for another 

reason found to be legitimate by the city council. 

 

 Subd. 2 3.  Approval to develop, build, construct or erect a tower will not be granted to a person on 

the basis that it is economically infeasible for the person to co-locate or install an antenna on a tower or 

antenna support structure owned by another person. 

 

 Subd. 3 4.  A new tower must be designed structurally, electrically and in all other respects, to 

accommodate both the applicants’ antennas and comparable antennas for at least two additional users if the 

tower is over 100 feet in height, or for at least one additional user if the tower is over 60 feet in height.  

Towers must be designed to allow for future rearrangement of antennas upon the tower and to accept 

antennas mounted at varying heights. 

 

517.09.  Tower and antenna design requirements.  Subdivision 1.  In addition to the requirements of section 

517.07, subdivision 3 4, new or modified towers and antennas must meet the following design 

requirements. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Towers and antennas must be designed in accordance with applicable laws and regulations 

such as the regulations of the Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Towers must be of a monopole design unless the party proposing construction of the tower 

demonstrates that an alternative design is necessary to meet engineering requirements. 

 

 Subd. 4.  Use of guyed towers is prohibited.  Towers must be self-supporting without the use of 

wires, cables, beams or other means.  The design should utilize an open framework or monopole 

configuration. 

 

 Subd. 5.  Tower locations must be maintained in a safe and reasonable condition in order to prevent 

accidents.  Tower locations must be adequately fenced in order to deter trespass by children or other 

persons. 

 

517.11.  Tower setbacks.  Subdivision 1.  Towers must conform with each of the following minimum 

setback requirements. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Towers must be set back from the nearest property line or public rights-of-way by a 

minimum distance equal to the height of the tower, including all antennas and attachments. 
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 Subd. 3.  Towers may not be located between a principal structure and a public street or other right-

of-way used or dedicated for travel purposes. 

 

 Subd. 4.  A tower Tower setback may be reduced or its and location in relation to a public street 

varied at the discretion of the city council.  Variance provisions are requirements are subject to the variance  

requirements and procedures located in section 515.35 515.35, subdivision 7, subdivision 8 of this code.  

 

517.13.  Tower height.  Subdivision 1.  Towers may not exceed a height of 30 feet in residentially zoned 

areas where towers are allowed by conditional use permit, and may not exceed a height of 130 feet in any 

other zoning district in the city. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Variance requirements for tower height in residentially zoned areas by residents for their 

own personal use are modified from those requirements in subsection 515.35, subdivision 8 through 11 of 

this code.  The requirements of subdivisions 8 and 9 will apply.  Subdivision 10 requirements for exhibits is 

modified to require only a preliminary drawing showing proposed location in relationship to building and 

lot lines and information about the type of tower or antenna to be installed.  Subdivision 11 will apply 

except for a modification to part c wherein only immediate neighbors need to be notified and part d is 

modified wherein the applicant is referred to the building official rather than planning commission.  If the 

administrator and building inspector approve, then variance is administratively approved with the planning 

commission and city council notified of the action taken.  If disapproved or conditional approval or appeal 

by neighbors, then owner or neighbor may appeal to the planning commission.  The planning commission 

then makes a recommendation to the city council who has final authority. 

 

 Subd. 3.  The height of towers is determined by measuring the vertical distance from the tower’s 

point of contact with the ground or from grade with respect to wall or rooftop mounted towers, to the 

highest point of the tower, including all antennas and other attachments. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Requests for tower variances are subject to those submittal requirements in section 515.35, 

subdivision 7.  A site plan may be required to be submitted if deemed necessary by the city.  

 

517.15.  Separation or buffer requirements.  Subdivision 1.  Towers must be separated from residentially 

zoned lands by a minimum of 90 feet or 150% of the height of the proposed tower whichever is greater.  

The minimum tower separation distance is calculated and applied irrespective of the city jurisdictional 

boundaries.  Measurement of tower separation distances for the purpose of compliance with this subsection 

section is measured from the base of a tower to the closest point of the proposed site, which abuts 

residentially zoned lands. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Towers must be separated by at least 1,500 feet from existing towers or towers approved 

but not yet constructed at the time a permit is granted.  Separation distances are measured by drawing or 

following a straight line between the base of the existing or approved structure and the proposed base, 

pursuant to the site plan for the proposed tower. 

 

517.17.  Tower lighting.  Towers may not be illuminated by artificial means including strobe lights, unless 

the Federal Aviation Administration or other state or federal authority for a particular tower specifically 

requires such lighting.  If lighting is required, fixtures should be positioned inward to reduce glare and 

reflection onto adjacent properties.  When incorporated into the particular design of the tower, light fixtures 

used to illuminate ball fields, parking lots and similar areas may be attached to the tower. 
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517.19.  Signs and advertising.  The use of any portion of a tower for signs other than warning or equipment 

information is prohibited. 

 

517.21.  Construction requirements.  Subdivision 1.  Antennas and towers erected, constructed, or 

maintained in the city, and all wiring therefor must comply with the requirements of this code including this 

subsection. 

 

 Subd. 2.  All applicable provisions of this code. 

 

 Subd. 3 2.  Towers must be certified by a qualified and licensed professional engineer that it such 

tower conforms to the latest structural standards, and wind loading requirements of the Uniform Building 

Code and the Electronics Industry Association. 

 

 Subd. 4 3.  With the exception of necessary electric and telephone service and connection lines 

approved by the City, no part of any antenna or tower nor any lines, cable, equipment or wires or braces in 

connection with either may extend across or over any part of the right-of-way, public street, highway, 

sidewalk or property line. 

 

 Subd. 5 4.  Towers and antennas must be designed to conform to accepted electrical engineering 

methods and practices and to comply with the provisions of the National Electrical Code. 

 

 Subd. 6 5.  All signal and remote control conductors of low energy extending substantially 

horizontally above the ground between a tower or antenna and a structure, or between towers, must be at 

least eight feet above the ground at all points, unless buried underground. 

 

 Subd. 7 6.  A tower affixed to the ground must be protected to prevent or discourage climbing of the 

tower by unauthorized persons. 

 

 Subd. 8 7.  Towers must be constructed to conform to the requirements of the Occupational Safety 

and Health Administration. 

 

 Subd. 9 8.  Proposed development, construction, or modification of a tower requires review by an 

engineer selected by the city and permit fees will cover this shall be imposed for purposes of fully covering 

the additional expense of to the city. 

 

 Subd. 10 9.  Fences constructed around or upon parcels containing towers must be constructed in 

accordance with the laws and regulations applicable to such fencing.  

 

 Subd. 11 10.  Landscaping on parcels containing towers or support structures must be in accordance 

with landscaping requirements identified in the site plan and approved by the city. 

 

517.23.  Accessory buildings.  A utility building or structure accessory to a tower, not exceeding 200 square 

feet in size, must be architecturally designed to blend in with the surrounding environment, and meets meet 

the minimum setback requirements of the underlying zoning district. 

 

517.25.  Existing antennas and towers.  Subdivision 1.  Antennas and towers in existence as of March 23, 

2000, that do not conform to or comply with the section, are subject to the provisions of this subsection. 
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 Subd. 2.  Towers and antennas that are non-conforming may continue in use for the purpose now 

used and as now existing, but may not be replaced or structurally altered without complying in all respects 

with this section. 

 

 Subd. 3 2.  If a non-conforming antenna or tower is damaged due to any reason or cause 

whatsoever, the antenna or tower may be repaired and restored to its former use, location and physical 

dimensions upon obtaining a building permit therefore, but without otherwise complying with this section, 

provided, however, that if the cost of repairing the antenna or tower to the former use, physical dimensions 

and location would be 10% or more of the cost of a new antenna or tower of like kind and quality, then the 

antenna or tower may not be repaired or restored except in full compliance with this section. 

 

 Subd. 4.  An owner upon whose land a tower that contains additional capacity for installation or co-

location of antennas is located must allow other persons to install or co-locate antennas on the tower subject 

to reasonable terms and conditions negotiated between the parties.  Existing towers may be modified to 

accommodate co-location of additional antenna by permit issued by the building inspector. 

 

517.27.  Abandoned or unused towers or portions of towers.  Subdivision 1.  Abandoned or unused towers 

or portions of towers are to be removed as provided in this subsection section. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Abandoned or unused towers and associated facilities must be removed within 12 months 

of the cessation of operations of the site unless the building inspector approves a time extension.  A copy of 

the relevant portions of a signed lease, which requires the applicants to remove the tower and associated 

facilities upon cessation of operations at the site, must be submitted at the time of application.  In the event 

that a tower is not removed within 12 months of the cessation of operations at a site, the tower and 

associated facilities may be removed by the city, and the cost will be assessed against the property as a 

special assessment pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 429.101. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Unused portions of towers above a manufactured connection must be removed within six 

months of the time of removal of antenna.  The replacement of portions of tower previously removed 

requires the issuance of a new permit. 

 

517.29.  Number of towers and antennas.  Only one tower may exist at any one time on any one parcel 

conforming to the parcel requirements for the underlying zoning district within the city. 

 

517.31.  Antennas mounted on roofs, walls and existing towers.  The building inspector may approve the 

placement of antennas on roofs, walls and existing towers provided that the antennas meet the requirements 

of this section and upon submittal of a final site and building plan and a report prepared by a qualified and 

licensed professional engineer indicating the existing structures or towers suitability to accept the antenna 

and the proposed method of affixing the antenna to the structure.  Complete details of all fixtures and 

couplings and the precise point of attachment must be indicated. 

 

517.33.  Inspections.  Towers may be inspected at least once a year periodically by the city building 

inspector to determine compliance with original construction standards.  Deviation from original 

construction for which a permit is obtained constitutes a violation of this section.  Each tower owner must 

pay an annual inspection fee, which shall cover the city’s costs.  In additional to the an annual inspection, 

the city may conduct inspections, at any time, upon reasonable notice to the owner to determine if it 

complies with the Uniform Building Code and other construction standards provided by the city code, 
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federal or state law. 

 

517.35.  Interference with public safety telecommunications.  New or existing telecommunication service 

Telecommunication services provided via antenna towers may not interfere with public safety or city 

communications.  All applications for placement of an antenna or tower must be accompanied by an 

intermodulation study that provides technical evaluation of existing and proposed public safety or city 

transmissions and indicates all potential interference problems with public safety or city facilities and 

transmissions. 

 

517.37.  Permits.  Subdivision 1.  It is unlawful for any person to erect, construct or place or re-erect, 

replace or repair any tower without first making application to the building inspector and securing a permit. 

 

 Subd. 2.  The applicant must provide at the time of application sufficient information, including a 

site plan, to indicate that the construction, installation and maintenance of the antenna and tower will not 

create a safety hazard or damage to the property of other persons. 

 

 Subd. 3.  The applicant must pay the fee prescribed in the building permit fee schedule.  An 

additional fee must be paid for the review of any plans or other submissions by an engineer selected by the 

city. 

 

517.39.  Additional submittal requirements.  Subdivision 1.  In addition, to the information required 

elsewhere in this section, applications for towers shall include the following supplemental information. 

 

 Subd. 2.  A report from a qualified and licensed professional engineer that describes the tower 

height and design, including a cross section, and elevation.  The report must include written evidence that 

the proposed structure meets the structural requirements of this code and the building code. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Documentation of steps the applicant will take to avoid interference with established 

public safety telecommunications.  A preliminary or certified written statement from an engineer that the 

construction and placement or the reception and transmission functions of the antenna and tower will not 

interfere with public safety communications and the usual and customary transmission or reception of radio, 

television or other communications service enjoyed by adjacent properties. 

 

 Subd. 4.  The engineer’s stamp and registration number must be included on all engineering reports. 

 

 Subd. 5.  Information describing the tower’s capacity including the number and type of antennas 

that it can accommodate. 

 

 Subd. 6 5.  Certification Proof that the proposed tower complies with regulations administered by 

the Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

 Subd. 7 6.  A report from a qualified and licensed professional engineer, which demonstrates the 

tower’s compliance with the aforementioned structural and electrical standards. 

 

 Subd. 8 7.  Written documentation that the applicant has made diligent but unsuccessful efforts for 

permission to install or co-locate the applicant’s telecommunications facilities on towers or antenna support 

systems located within one mile of the proposed tower site, or written, technical evidence from an engineer 

certifying that the proposed tower or antenna cannot be installed or co-located on another person’s tower or 



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – October 3, 2018 

Page 40 of 88 

antenna support system located within a one mile radius of the proposed tower site and must be located at 

the proposed site in order to meet the coverage requirements of the applicant’s wireless telecommunications 

system. 

 

 Subd. 9 8.  A copy of the tower’s lease or written agreement requiring removal of tower or antenna 

after cessation of operations. 

 

 Subd. 10 9.  Site plan showing surrounding land parcels and uses within setback requirements and 

other such information, including landscaping, as required in this section.  Plans must be submitted in 

electronic a form allowing for copying and with overheads for city use in making presentations and 

providing information to commissions, the public and the city council. 

 

Section 2.  This ordinance is effective upon its passage and publication. 

 

Adopted by the Sandstone City Council this 3rd day of October, 2018. 

 

 

         _____________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 

 

 

Published in the Pine County Courier October 11, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20181003-02 

 

(Summary Publication) 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1.  The City has duly adopted Ordinance No. 20181003-02 entitled 

 

AN ORDINANCE  

 

AMENDING CHAPTER V, SECTION 517 OF THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE REGARDING 

TOWERS AND ANTENNAS 
 

 Section 2.  The City Council has reviewed the following summary of the ordinance and approved its 

publication in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 412.191, subdivision 4.   

 

 Section 3.  Summary of Ordinance No. 20181003-01 

 

The Ordinance makes various changes and updates to language throughout the document regarding the 

regulation of towers and antennas in the City of Sandstone.   

  

 Section 4.  Copies available.  The complete text of the Ordinance is available for inspection at the office of 

the City Administrator.  A copy of the Ordinance is also posted at the Sandstone Public Library, 117 Fourth 

Street, Sandstone, Minnesota. 

 

Section 5.  Ordinance No. 20181003-02 is effective upon the day following publication of this Summary. 

 

Adopted by the Sandstone City Council this 3rd day of October, 2018. 

 

  

          ________________________________ 

          Peter Spartz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 

 

 

Published in the Pine County Courier October 11, 2018. 



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – October 3, 2018 

Page 42 of 88 

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, September 14, 2018  

 

Members present: Dave Barsness, Dorothy Dybvig, Tony Vavricka, Mary Franklin, David Chasson, 

Eric Sturtz; Council Liaison Tim Franklin 

Members absent:  Karry White  

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George  

Guests: Banning State Park Manager Clarissa Payne 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 8:12 a.m.  

 

Agenda 

Motion Franklin, second Sturtz, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Minutes 

Motion Franklin, second Sturtz, to approve the minutes of the August 10, 2018 meeting as 

presented.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

New Business  

 

A. Clarissa Payne – Banning State Park 

 

i. Annual Youth Hunt – Banning State Park is planning their annual Youth Hunt event for 

October 27th and 28th.  Park Manager Payne explained that they have six hunters signed up.  

Each will be paired with a licensed adult.  They each provide the coordinates for where their 

stands will be.  The hunters do not roam around the area, but hunt from their designated 

stands.  The hunt area includes a small corner of City property.  Payne is asking the City to 

waive ordinances 935.05 (firearms) and 945 (use of firearms) to allow for this event.  Motion 

Barsness, second Vavricka, to recommend the City Council waive ordinances 935.05 

and 945 for the annual Banning State Park Youth Hunt on October 27th and 28th.  

Motion passed 6-0. 

 

ii. Other Discussion – Commissioners discussed several other items with Payne, as follows: 

 

• Homeless camper – Payne contacted the Conservation Officer who is working with the 

individual, trying to find adequate housing.  During the process, the individual 

disappeared.  They then cleaned up the site.  Commissioner Vavricka would like to see 

the area used by the public, perhaps making it accessible to rock climbers.  Payne stated 

that the designated areas for rock climbing right now include the Johnson property and 

Teacher’s Overlook. 

• Big Spring Falls – Payne reported that they have been trying to address the vandalism that 

keeps happening in this area.  The DNR has been trying to install signage for public use; 

however, the signs are continually vandalized.  This is a current priority. 

• Road to Big Spring Falls area – there was discussion about the condition of the road, 

ownership of the road, Minnesota Power’s presence, the gate, and how to build the road 
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up and make the area more user friendly.  Administrator George will work with Payne to 

figure out options. 

• Grooming Trails – A group from Moose Lake has contacted Payne about grooming the 

trails.  There are insurance concerns.  Payne would rather see a local group come out and 

work with the DNR on getting the trails groomed. 

 

Continuing Business   

 

A. Legacy Grant Application – Robinson Park – The grant application was submitted on July 31st.  

Applicants will be notified in December, then the requests go on to the Legislature.  If approved, 

contracts could begin after July 1st.  There was a total of $20,244,963 requested, and there is 

about $8,500,000 available.   

 

B. Kettle River Watershed Mural Project –Plans are firming up for the October 6th celebration of the 

mural.  Musician Todd Eckart has been secured.  The Sandstone Lions Club is working on plans 

for a Brew Fest event, along with selling food.  A meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, 

September 19th, at 3:00 p.m. to firm up the plans.     

 

C. Johnson Park – Administrator George reported that she met with local handyman Rod Zacharias 

to take a look at the shelter.  The front pole is secure in the ground, but all the other poles have 

heaved up.  George is waiting for a quote from Zacharias.  After discussion, motion by 

Vavricka, second by Sturtz, authorizing the repair if the quote is under $5,000.  Motion 

passed 4-2.  Commissioners Dybvig and Chasson stated that they were comfortable with 

the Administrator using her judgment on the repair, rather than setting a limit. 

  

D. Angle Park – Administrator George spoke with Cody Degraffenreid, Skatepark Specialist with 

the American Ramp Company, about the possibility of moving the skatepark.  He provided some 

helpful feedback and information.  Commissioners asked that Degraffenreid provide a quote for 

moving the skatepark for planning purposes.   

 

Additionally, George reported that representatives from Members Credit Union met with the 

City about options they are pursuing for their former building/site.  One option includes 

demolishing the building and creating a park.  They would want to work with the City on this 

and would want the City to own the park.  Commissioners were supportive of this option.   

 

E. Gin Pole – Dan Lang has been contacted for a quote.  John Dorau was also asked for a quote.  

Chair Barsness recently spoke with Dan Lang.  Lang said he is trying to figure out how to keep 

the pole secure while working on the base.   

 

F. Stage at Robinson Park – Mike Johnson has been busy working on the City’s River Bluff Street 

Improvement project.  With that project nearing completion, Johnson will be contacted again to 

work on this project.  

 

G. Train Park Kiosk – Work continues for designs of the following:   

1. City Parks 

2. Robinson Park 

3. Directory of Businesses in town 

4. Directory of non-profits and service organizations in town 
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5. Quarry Days 

6. History of Sandstone 

 

H. Timber Harvest – Administrator George reported that loggers have been in town for the past few 

weeks and have now finished.  They harvested trees on the KREEC site and on a portion of the 

Business Park property.  The original estimate was in the amount of $19,100.  The exact amount 

is unknown, but the contractor is completing their paperwork and will send a check soon.  

George stated that the Tree Fund currently has a balance of $1,704.23.  The KREEC fund has a 

balance of $36,476.38. 

 

I. Robinson Park Camping Statistics – There were 12 registrations in August, with 23 days of 

camping recorded.   

 

It was noted that the Fall Climbers Fest is taking place this weekend.   

 

Chair Barsness reported that there is a tree down by the entrance to the camping area.  There is 

also a tree down in Campsite 3.  George will follow up with Staff.  

 

Other – Administrator George asked if Commissioners knew of any groups interested in Pickle Ball.  

There was discussion about how popular it has become.  Perhaps there is a group at the High School.  

Some felt that an indoor court is desired/better suited for playing the game.   

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin, to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 a.m.  Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Banning State Park Youth Hunt 

 

BACKGROUND: The annual Banning State Park Youth Hunt is scheduled for 

October 27th and 28th.  Clarissa Payne, Acting Park Manager, 

is requesting the City waive ordinances 935.05 (firearms) 

and 945 (use of firearms) to allow for this event.  The hunt 

takes place on the east side of Kettle River, a portion of 

which is located within City limits. 

 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS September 8, 2018 Letter with Map  

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Park Commission recommends the City approve the 

request. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Special Event Permit – Voyageurs Area Council - BCA 

 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received a Special Event Permit Application from 

the Voyageurs Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America.  

They plan to hold a Family Fun Day in Robinson Park on 

October 13th.  They estimate 50 attendees.  Activities include 

archery, BB Guns, crafts, picnic, and field games. 

 

Typically, these requests would go to the Park & Rec 

Commission first; however, the request came in after the last 

Park meeting. 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENT(S): Special Event Permit Application 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review, discuss, approval with the following conditions:   

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the 

bathroom by the picnic pavilion 

o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

• Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware of 

the event. 

 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Mayor’s Term 

 

BACKGROUND: The Mayor and I have been discussion the length of the 

Mayor’s term.  As you know, it is a 2-year term; however, 

the Council Member’s have a 4-year term.  In checking with 

other cities of all sizes, we found that 40 of them had 4-year 

terms and 15 had 2-year terms.  Several of these are 

considering changing to 4-year terms. 

 

Some of the reasons for changing to a 4-year term include 

providing more stability on the Council.  It also would 

require the same commitment for someone who wanted to 

run for Mayor as for someone who wanted to run for 

Council. 

 

If the City Council is interested in making this change, staff 

could prepare the proper ordinance for consideration at the 

November 7th Council Meeting.  If the change is made, the 

current Mayoral term of 2-years would not change until the 

2020 election cycle. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

 

 

Minnesota State Statute 412.022 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Review and approve pending receipt of all required 

documents and fees 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 20181003-03 Repealing and Amending Chapter IX, 

Section 946; Amending Section 945.11 Regarding Bow and Arrow 

Hunts: Deer Reduction 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council has been discussing the Deer Reduction 

Program that was established in 2002.  In previous meetings, 

Council Members decided that they are in favor of making 

some amendments to City Code to eliminate the Deer 

Reduction Program and allow bow and arrow hunting on 

private property of 10 acres or more with the owner’s 

permission. 

 

The City Attorney has made revisions to Chapter 946 (Bow 

and Arrow Hunts; Deer Reduction) as requested.  An 

amendment to Chapter 945 (Use of Firearms), Section 

945.11, was also required. 

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

 

 

Proposed Ordinance No. 20181003-03 

Proposed Ordinance No. 20181003-04 Approving Summary 

Publication 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Review and approve   
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ORDINANCE NO. 20181003-03 

 

AN ORDINANCE  

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE, REPEALING CHAPTER IX, 

SECTION 946, ADDING A NEW SECTION 946 AND AMENDING SECTION 945.11 OF THE 

SANDSTONE CITY CODE REGARDING BOW AND ARROW HUNTS: DEER REDUCTION 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1.  Sandstone City Code, Chapter IX, Section 946, relating to bow and arrow hunting and deer 

reduction program is hereby repealed in its entirety. 

 

Section. 2.  Sandstone City Code is hereby amended to include a new Section 946 which shall read as 

follows: 

 

Section 946 – Bow and Arrow Hunting of Deer 

 

946.01. Bow hunting season.  Persons may hunt deer by means of bow and arrow in the city during 

regular state bow and arrow hunting season if they hold a valid Minnesota bow and arrow hunting 

license and comply with this section.  

 

946.03.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.   As used in this section, the terms defined in this subsection have 

the meanings given them. 

Subd. 2.  “Bow and arrow” means a bow and arrow drawn, held, or released either mechanically 

or manually including crossbows if authorized by Minnesota law.  

Subd. 3.  “Hunt” or “Hunting” means the chasing, pursuing, stalking, tracking, harvesting, or 

taking of deer while in the possession of a bow and arrow.  

Subd. 4.  “Hunter” means any individual engaged in the activity of hunting.  

 

946.05. Land requirements.  Hunting is only allowed in the city on private property with the permission 

of the property owner or on city-owned property with the permission of the city.  No hunting shall take 

place on any property consisting of less than 10 contiguous, commonly-owned acres.   

 

946.07. Permission.  Each person desiring to hunt within the city shall first obtain written permission 

from the owner or owners of the property where the hunt is to take place granting approval and 

permission to hunt and discharge a bow and arrow.  This permission is required to be carried on the 

hunter’s person at all times when hunting and shall include: 

a) Full name, date of birth, and address of the hunter; 

b) The name, address, and phone number of the owner(s) of property to be hunted;  

c) Address and description of property to be hunted (if different than above); and 

d) Any restrictions applicable to the hunter or property.  

 

946.09.  Restrictions. The following restrictions shall apply to all hunting conducted within the city:  

a) No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 200 feet of any public street or private 

roadway; 
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b) No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 250 feet of any dwelling or other building 

intended for human habitation or storing of animals without the property owner’s 

consent; 

c) No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 300 feet of any residential or commercial 

structure; 

d) No bow and arrow shall be discharged within 500 feet of any property owned by a public 

school, charter school, or private school; 

e) No hunter shall attempt to take a deer that is beyond the effective range of the particular 

bow and arrow being discharged by the particular hunter; 

f) Each hunter shall repair or pay to repair any damage to the property of another arising 

from the hunter’s conduct while hunting; 

f) No deer carcass or entrails shall be allowed to remain in open view to the public; carcass 

or entrails on private property shall be removed and disposed of by the hunter if so 

requested by the property owner; 

g) All hunting conducted pursuant to this section must otherwise comply with Minnesota 

state law and the rules of appropriate state agencies; and 

h) The city’s bow hunting season shall run concurrent with the State of Minnesota’s bow 

hunting season. 

 

946.11.  Exceptions.  The following exceptions apply.  Subdivision. 1. The provisions of this section 

shall not prohibit the use of any bow and arrow in the lawful defense of the person, property, family, or 

in enforcement of the laws of the city, state, or United States of America.  

Subd. 2. The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the use of any bow and arrow for 

archery practice pursuant to section 945.11, subdivision 5 of the city code.  

 

946.13. Penalty and enforcement. Any person found in violation of any provision of this section shall be 

guilty of a misdemeanor.  

 

Section 3.  Sandstone City Code, Chapter IX, Section 945.11 is amended by deleting the stricken 

material and adding the double-underlined material as follows: 

Subd. 3.  A bow and arrow, cross bow, or a similar device, when used as part of a deer reduction 

program under section 946 pursuant to section 946 of the city code, is exempt from the provisions of this 

section.   

 

Section 4.  This ordinance is effective upon its passage and publication. 

 

 

Adopted by the City Council this 3rd day of October, 2018. 

 

          _____________________________ 

          Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

Attest: 

 

______________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 

 

Published in the Pine County Courier October 11, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20181003-04 

 

(Summary Publication) 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE ORDAINS: 

 

 Section 1.  The City has duly adopted Ordinance No. 20181003-03 entitled 

 

AN ORDINANCE  

 

AMENDING THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE, REPEALING CHAPTER IX, SECTION 946, 

ADDING A NEW SECTION 946 AND AMENDING SECTION 945.11 OF THE SANDSTONE CITY 

CODE REGARDING BOW AND ARROW HUNTS: DEER REDUCTION 
 

 Section 2.  The City Council has reviewed the following summary of the ordinance and approved its 

publication in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 412.191, subdivision 4.   

 

 Section 3.  Summary of Ordinance No. 20181003-03 

 

The Ordinance eliminates the Deer Reduction Program and allows hunting with bow and arrow in the 

City of Sandstone on private property or city-owned property with the property owner’s permission.  

Property must consist of at least 10 contiguous, commonly-owned acres.  The Ordinance includes 

restrictions, exceptions, penalty and enforcement language  

  

 Section 4.  Copies available.  The complete text of the Ordinance is available for inspection at the office of 

the City Administrator.  A copy of the Ordinance is also posted at the Sandstone Public Library, 117 Fourth 

Street, Sandstone, Minnesota. 

 

Section 5.  Ordinance No. 20181003-04 is effective upon the day following publication of this Summary. 

 

Adopted by the Sandstone City Council this 3rd day of October, 2018. 

 

  

         ________________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

___________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 

 

 

Published in the Pine County Courier October 11, 2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Ordinance 20181003-05 Rescinding Chapter IX, Section 935: Gun 

Control 

 

BACKGROUND: As long as I was looking at our ordinances regarding 

hunting, I also looked at 935 (Gun Control).  I question 

whether or not we need to have this Ordinance in our Code.  

After checking with the City Attorney, I received the 

following response: 

 

As far as Section 935 goes (Gun Control), state statute 

regarding the carrying and transporting of firearms 

expressly supersedes any city regulation on this issue (see 

Minnesota Statutes Section 624.717).  This would effectively 

negate Sections 935.05 – 935.09 of the Code as the conduct 

at issue in those provisions is extensively covered by 

Minnesota Statutes Section 624.714.  Section 934.03 of the 

Code is covered by Minnesota Statutes Sections 609.668 and 

609.67 prohibiting incendiary/explosive devices and machine 

guns/short-barrel shotguns, respectively. 

  

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

 

 

City Code 935: Gun Control 

Proposed Ordinance 20181003-05 Rescinding Section 935 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Rescind Section 935: Gun Control 
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Section 935 - Gun control 

 

 

935.01.  Definitions.  Subdivision 1.  For purposes of this section, the terms defined in this subsection have the 

meanings given them. 

 

 Subd. 2.  "Military type weapon" means any firearms such as bazookas, machine guns, mortars, grenades, 

molotov cocktails and similar weapons. 

 

 Subd. 3.  "Firearm" means any weapon from which is propelled any missile, projectile, bullet, or other mass 

by means of explosives or gas. 

 

935.03.  Military type weapons.  It is unlawful to own, keep, carry or have possession of military type weapons in the 

city.  This section does not apply to law enforcement personnel or military personnel while on active duty, or to 

military or fraternal organizations in their participation in public functions or celebrations. 

 

 

935.05.  Firearms.  It is unlawful to have a firearm in possession, or to display, while engaged in, participating in, or 

being present at any demonstration, picketing activity, group protest or any public place of business or public streets 

or alleys, a firearm.  This section is applicable whether the activities described therein occurred indoors or out of 

doors.  This section does not apply to law enforcement personnel or military personnel while on active duty. 

 

935.07.  Confiscation.  The firearms or military type weapons of a person convicted of violating this section will be 

confiscated by the city. 

 

935.09.  Firearms in vehicles.  Subdivision 1.  Prohibition.  It is unlawful to have firearms or military type weapons in 

one's possession on one's person while in a private motor vehicle upon a public highway, street, or alley in the city. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Storage of firearms in vehicles; possession.  It is unlawful for the owner of any private motor 

vehicle, or the driver, if the owner be not then present in the motor vehicle, to keep or allow to be kept in a motor 

vehicle when the vehicle is upon the public highway, street or alley any firearms except when the firearms are kept in 

the trunk of the motor vehicle when such vehicle is equipped with a trunk, or kept in some other area of the vehicle 

not normally occupied by the driver or passengers, if the motor vehicle is not equipped with a trunk.  A utility 

compartment or glove compartment is deemed to be within the area occupied by the driver and passengers. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20181003-05 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING  

CITY CODE SECTION 935 – GUN CONTROL  

 

SECTION 1. Chapter IX: Public Safety, Section 935 – Gun Control, of the Sandstone City Code of 

Ordinances is hereby rescinded. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20181003-05 was adopted on this 3rd day of October, 

2018, by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 

    

     

         ___________________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

This Ordinance No. 20181003-05 was published in the Pine County Courier on the 11th day of October, 

2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 20181003-06 Rescinding Chapter IX, Section 940: 

Civil Disorder 

 

 

BACKGROUND: I also reviewed Section 940: Civil Disorder.  In reviewing 

this section, I questioned whether or not it was relevant and 

thought perhaps it should be repealed.  In checking with the 

City Attorney, I received the following response: 

 

With respect to Section 940 (Civil Disorder), after reviewing 

similar provisions in other cities’ codes, I don’t find anything 

wrong with this section.  It is simply a matter of whether the 

City thinks it is a helpful tool in case such a situation should 

ever arise.  Larger cities (Los Angeles, Chicago, etc.) have 

very robust emergency management plans and powers 

written into their codes.  Unless the City has specific 

concerns about keeping it in the Code, I don’t see any harm 

in leaving it in as-is.  The other option would be to adopt a 

more comprehensive emergency management plan and 

incorporate it as a new section. 

 

I would like to entertain discussion about rescinding it.  The 

situations discussed in the ordinance would be taken care of 

by the Sheriff’s Department. 

 

  

ATTACHMENT(S): City Code 940: Civil Disorder 

Proposed Ordinance No. 20181003-06 Rescinding Chapter 

IX, Section 940: Civil Disorder 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

 

Rescind City Code 940 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Section 940 - Civil disorder 

 

 

940.01.  Policy.  Calls and other information have come to the authorities of the city of threatened bombings and 

explosions in various buildings and parts of the city.  Such conditions may pose a threat to the safety and security of 

the citizens and property owners of the city.  It is therefore necessary that the city council take all prudent steps to 

safeguard its residents and citizens. 

 

940.03.  Emergency board.  Subdivision 1.  Board created.  There is hereby created an emergency board composed of 

the mayor and city administrator.  Upon the occurrence of an emergency which poses a general threat to the public 

safety, such board must convene immediately at the call of the mayor at a place to be designated by the mayor. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Board; powers.  The emergency board may prohibit the sale, exchange or transportation of any 

commodities deemed to be dangerous, such as:  firearms, ammunition, explosives, and intoxicating beverages.  Notice 

of such action must be served upon persons and businesses involved therein by the police department of the city.  

Such prohibition must terminate within 24 hours unless ratified or extended by the city council. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Notice.  The emergency board must upon convening immediately notify each member of the city 

council of such meeting and any action taken. 

 

940.05.  Evacuation.  Subdivision 1.  Public, private defined.  "Public" as used in this section means any commercial, 

business, or institutional premise.  "Private" means residential, private dwellings. 

 

 Subd. 2.  Public places.  If a notice or other communication or information comes to the police department of 

the city relating to any threatened explosion of a bomb or other device in or on any public premise within the city, the 

city administrator may evacuate such public premise and provide appropriate assistance in the evacuation. 

 

 Subd. 3.  Private premises.  If a notice or communication or information comes to the police department 

relating to threatened explosions of a bomb or other device in or on any private premise of the city, the city 

administrator must immediately inform occupants and assist with evacuation if requested. 

 

940.07.  Bomb threats.  It is unlawful: 

 

 a) As a hoax, to communicate or cause to be communicated the fact that a bomb or any other explosive 

device has been placed in any building or in any location other than a building. 

 

 b) As a hoax, to threaten to bomb any person, place or building. 

 

 c) To knowingly permit any telephone or other means of communication under one's control to be used 

for any purposes prohibited by this section. 

 

 d) As a hoax, to place or cause to be placed in any location any article, constructed or placed with intent 

to give the impression that the article possesses explosive capability. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

COUNTY OF PINE 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 20181003-06 

 

AN ORDINANCE RESCINDING  

CITY CODE SECTION 940 – CIVIL DISORDER  

 

SECTION 1. Chapter IX: Public Safety, Section 940 – Civil Disorder, of the Sandstone City Code of 

Ordinances is hereby rescinded. 

 

SECTION 2. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and 

publication in the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 

 

SECTION 3. Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20181003-06 was adopted on this 3rd day of October, 

2018, by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 

 

 

        

         ___________________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Clerk/Administrator 

 

 

This Ordinance No. 20181003-06 was published in the Pine County Courier on the 11th day of October, 

2018. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: October 3, 2018 

SUBJECT: Charging for Fire Calls 

 

 

BACKGROUND: Mayor Spartz had asked for this item to be placed on the 

Agenda for discussion.  Previously, the Council discussed the 

practice of charging for Fire Calls and had indicated a desire 

to discuss it further in the future. 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENT(S): City Code Section 906: Emergency and Fire Protection 

Services 

 

Fee Schedule: Fire portion 

 

2018 List of Fire Calls billed out 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and discuss 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Sandstone City Code  906.01 (Rev. 2008) 

 

 

Section 906 – Emergency and fire protection services 

(Added, Ord. 2005-01) 

 

906.01.  Purpose and intent.  This section is adopted for the purpose of authorizing the city of Sandstone to charge for 

fire and emergency service as authorized by Minnesota Statutes, Sections 366.011, 366.012, and 415.01. 

 

906.03.  Definitions.   

 

 a) “Fire service” means the deployment of fire fighting personnel or equipment or both to extinguish a 

fire or perform any preventative measure in an effort to protect equipment, life, or property in an area 

threatened by fire.  The term also includes the deployment of fire fighting personnel and equipment 

or both to provide fire suppression, rescue, vehicle extrication, vehicular accident scene safety, traffic 

control, and other related services as may be necessary at the scene of an emergency.  (Amended, 

Ord. 2008-04) 

 

 b) “Fire service charge” means the charge imposed by the city for providing fire service. 

 

 c) “Motor vehicle” means a self-propelled vehicle designed and originally manufactured to operate 

primarily upon public roads and highways, and not operated exclusively upon railroad tracks.  The 

term includes semi trailers but does not include snowmobiles, manufactured homes, all terrain 

vehicles, or park trailers. 

 

 d) “Mutual aid agreement” means an agreement between the city and a town or other city for the city’s 

fire department to provide assistance to the fire department of a town or other city. 

 

906.05.  Parties affected.   

 

 a) Owners of property within the city who receive fire service. 

 

 b) Anyone who receives fire service within or outside of the city.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-04) 

 

 c) Owners of property in towns to which the city provides fire service pursuant to a fire protection 

contract.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-04) 

 

906.07.  Rates.  Subdivision 1.  Rates are as follows: 

 

 a) Fire call - $500 minimum one hour. 

 

 b) Fire Call - $250 additional hour or fraction thereof. 

 

 c) Fire Call - $500 for false alarm – third in any 12 month period. 

 

 d) Motor vehicle - $350. 

 

 e) All chemicals and other special extinguishing agents and disposable equipment used are billed at 

cost. 
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Sandstone City Code  906.07, Subd. 2 

  (Rev. 2008) 

 

 Subd. 2.  Fee schedule.  The city will annually review these rates and place these rates and any changes or 

additions to these rates in the city’s annual fee schedule adopted by resolution at the city’s annual organizational 

meeting. 

 

906.09.  Billing and collection.  Subdivision 1.  Parties requesting or receiving fire services may be billed directly for 

the costs of these services by the city.  Additionally, if the party receiving fire services did not request services but a 

fire or other emergency situation exists which, at the discretion of the fire department personnel in charge requires fire 

service, the party will be charged and billed.  All parties will be billed whether or not the fire service is covered by 

insurance.  Any billable amount of the fire charge not covered by a party’s insurance remains a debt of the party 

receiving the fire service.  (Amended, Ord. 2008-04) 

 

 Subd. 2.  Parties billed for fire service will have 30 days to pay.  If the fire service charge is not paid by that 

time, it will be considered delinquent and the city will send a notice of delinquency. 

 

 Subd. 3.  If the fire service charge remains unpaid for 30 days after the notice of delinquency is sent, the city 

will use all practical and reasonable legal means to collect the fire service charge.  The party receiving fire service will 

be liable for all collection costs incurred by the city including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney fees and court 

costs. 

 

 Subd. 4.  If the fire service charge remains unpaid for 30 days after the notice of delinquency is sent, the city 

council may also, on or before October 15 of each year, certify the unpaid fire service charge to the county auditor for 

collection with property taxes.  The city must give the property owner notice of its intent to certify the unpaid fire 

service charge by September 15. 

 

 Subd. 5.  False alarms will be billed as a fire call after the third such alarm within any 12 month period. 

 

906.11.  Mutual aid agreement.  When the city fire department provides fire service to another fire department 

pursuant to a mutual aid agreement, the billing will be determined by the mutual aid agreement. 

 

906.13.  Application of collections to budget.  Collected fire charges will be city funds and used to offset the expenses 

of the city fire department in providing fire services. 

 

 

Current Fee Schedule: Fire Portion 

 
Fire

Fire Call - home or business (min. 1 hour) 750

$250/hr  @ additional hr +cost of chemicals

Fire Call - Auto 450

Fire Call - False Alarm                                         (1st) 0

                                                                                (2nd) 350

                                                                                (3rd) 650

Traffic control/vehicle assistance 450

Extracation & technical rescue - per 1/2 hr 500

Emergency Page - institutional - min 1 hr Determined by fire formula

Security after call per hours (after first hr) 380 min/hr

   $350/hr per rig & $15 per fireman (2) per hour min/ 1 hr

715.63 Fire Hydrant Service Charge (annual) no charge

715.71 Fire Hydrant Permit 425 cash deposit + rental (30/month) + usage

905.25 Permit to Clean Commercial Cooking Ventilation Systems no charge

905.29 Fire Alarm Systems - Notify Fire Department no charge
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2018 List of Fire Calls Billed Out 

 

 
 


