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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY – JANUARY 2, 2019  

6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

5. Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 

6. Administer Oath of Office 

 

7. Public Hearing: None 

 

8. Consent Agenda:  

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes: December 5, 2018 (pgs. 2-9) 

b. Adopt Resolution 20190102-01 – Designate official polling place (pg. 10) 

c. Adopt Resolution 20190102-02 – Designate official depositories (pg. 11) 

d. Designate official newspaper (pg. 12) 

e. Designate City Attorney (pg. 13) 

f. Designate City Engineer (pg. 14) 

g. Designate City Council meeting dates for 2019 (pg. 15) 

h. Designate Building Official to administer Building Code (pg. 16) 

 

9. Old & Continuing Business: None 

 

10. New Business 

a. Appoint or Affirm Board, Commission, Committee Members for 2019 (pgs. 17-23) 

b. Consider Resolution 20190102-03 – Adopt 2019 Fee Schedule (pgs. 24-30) 

c. Consider Ordinance 20190102-01, Establishing a 4-Year Term for Mayor (pgs. 31-32) 

 

11. Reports 

a. Sheriff’s Deputy Report (pgs. 33-40) 

b. Fire Department Report – December, 2018  

c. Library Report – December, 2018 (pg. 41) 

d. Planning Commission Meeting – December 12, 2018 (pgs. 42-53) 

e. Park & Rec Commission Meeting – December 14, 2018 (pgs. 54-57) 

i. Veterans Memorial Agreement (pgs. 58-65) 

f. Rental Inspection Report – December, 2018 (pg. 66) 

g. Building Inspection Report – December, 2018 (pgs. 38-39) 

h. Streets & Parks Supervisor Report (pgs. 40-41) 

i. PeopleService Report – November, 2018 (pgs. 67-75) 

j. Financial Reports  

i. Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report – November, 2018 (pg. 76) 

ii. A/P Clerk Claims – December, 2018    

12. Written Notices and Communications 

a. League of MN Cities Insurance Trust – ADA Survey (pg. 77-82) 

13. Administrator’s Report 

14. Adjourn 

Comments from Visitors must be 

informational in nature and not 

exceed (5) minutes per person   
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 

 

January 1 OFFICE CLOSED – NEW YEAR’S DAY 

January 2 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting  

January 4-6 Ice Fest – Robinson Park 

January 9 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 

January 11 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting 

January 21 CITY HALL CLOSED – MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY 

January 23 10:30 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

January 23 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

January 24 11:00 a.m. – FCI Community Relations Board 

January 28 9:00 p.m. – Sandstone Fire Department Relief Association Meeting 

February 4 7:00 p.m. – Annual meeting with Townships re Fire Formula 

February 6 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

February 8 8:00 a.m. – Park Commission Meeting 

February 13 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 

February 18 OFFICE CLOSED – PRESIDENTS’ DAY 

February 27 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 
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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

December 5, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Palmer and Devlin   

Members absent: None 

Staff present: Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present:  Tim Schmutzer, Mike Orn, Wendy Reamer, Mike Johnson, Chris Virta w/ 

Fryberger Law Firm and Rose Spencer w/ Sandstone Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance. 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the agenda while moving Rose Spencer – 

Sandstone Area Chamber of Commerce, PHASE, and River Bluff Project – Application for 

Payment #4 to right after Petitions or Complaints and also adding the hiring of a part-time 

winter worker to the consent agenda.   Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

A resident stopped Palmer and spoke to her about several homes in the community that have 

rubbish and vehicles in the front yard.  There is a process that has to be followed when a complaint 

is received or a council member sees a home that needs attention.  It is not a quick process and 

needs to be done correctly.  The Administrator reported a complaint received regarding plowing. 

 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Motion Devlin, second Spartz to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 

  Approve Regular Council Meeting Minutes from November 7, 2018 

 Approve Special Council Meeting Minutes from November 9, 2018 

 Approve Special Council Meeting Minutes from November 20, 2018  

 Approve Resolution No. 20181205-01 to adopt the Pine County All-Hazard Mitigation 

Plan 

 Approve hiring Barbara Heil as the Warming House Attendant at $12.50/hour  

 Approve hiring Waylon Franklin as the temporary Winter Worker at $17.00/hour   

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

REPORTS:  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report 

The Sheriff’s Deputy activity reports for November were included in the packet for the Council.  The 

Council discussed the report and noted that they appreciate having it presented every month. 

 

Fire Department – November, 2018 

The November activity and training report from Fire Chief Andy Spartz was provided at the 

meeting.  The Department received 17 calls for service in November: 6 medical assists, 1 rescue, 1 



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – January 2, 2019 

Page 4 of 82 

smoke detector, 1 carbon monoxide detector, 2 building fires, 1 chimney fire, 1 cooking fire, 1 

mutual aid, 1 assist Sheriff’s Office, 1 gas leak, and 1 cancelled en route.  The Department also 

participated in two training sessions regarding Firefighter Safety. 

 

Library Report – November, 2018 

The Library had 1,355 patrons and answered 242 reference questions during the month of 

November.  The two book clubs had 24 people attending.  The four children’s story time programs 

are going well with 60 kids attending.  The Library hosted an author, will be sponsoring a concert 

at UCC Church, and are putting up Christmas lights. 

  

Sandstone History and Art Center – November 5, 2018 

The Quarry City Christmas will be held December 15, from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.  They have a 

new member on their board – Art Olstead.  October Fest was good for the History and Art Center, 

good connections were made.  A presentation was made at Golden Horizons, showing the garden 

club video.  Olstead will be assisting in story collection.  The SHAAC Board will contact someone 

to clean the furnace and they agreed that the expense should be paid by SHAAC. 

 

EDA Meeting – November 28, 2018  

The vacancy on the EDA was filled by Matt Anderson.  The EDA approved a fixed asset 

capitalization policy for the Wild River Properties and an Access Agreement with the Dept. of Ag 

for creosote monitoring.  The EDA also reviewed priorities for the coming year and felt that food 

trucks and redevelopment of The Rock are priorities.  The December meeting was canceled 

because it falls on the day after Christmas. 

 

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – November 9, 2018 

The Commission recommends approval of the Sandstone Ice Fest Special Event Permit, with the 

City to provide two porta-potties.  On the timber harvest, $40,578 was received and will be held by 

the Park & Rec Commission. 

 

Motion Spartz, second Devlin to approve the Sandstone Ice Fest permit.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Rental Inspection Report – November 

There are currently 27 properties with outstanding correction orders.  The first rental appeals board 

meeting was held on November 21.  Devin, Palmer, the Administrator as well as Mary Thorvig and 

Tom Landowski are on the board.  They did some tweaking of the ordinances.  Safety Inspector 

Luedtke asked about posting a notice on the property door and sending certified letters for 

violations.  Three properties received window postings and certified letters for non-compliance of 

corrections.  Five properties have presented egress/structural concerns which have been reported to 

the Building Official. 

 

Building Inspection Report – November 

Building Official Richard Drotning provided a written report.  During the month of November, one 

building permit, six maintenance permits, and two right-of-way permits were issued.  There are 

currently 12 on-going building projects and 5 on-going right-of-way permits.   

 

Small Cities Development Program Update 
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A written report was provided by Nicole Klosner, Lakes & Pines.  Inspections are done and loans 

are closed on 5 owner-occupied residential projects.  Inspections are done but loans have not yet 

been closed on 12 additional owner-occupied residential projects.  About $150,000 in total has 

been committed to date; however, with the number of projects in the works, there shouldn’t be any 

problem using up the remaining $200,000 that is earmarked for owner-occupied residential 

projects. 

 

Loans on three commercial projects have now closed, using all but about $2,000 of the allocation 

for commercial projects.   

 

PeopleService Report – October, 2018 

The Administrator went over the report, noting that there were 4 shut-offs and 1 turn-on during 

October.  A broken shut-off valve was reported and fixed.  A caustic pump at the Water Treatment 

Plant blew a line off in the middle of the night, which was fixed the next day.  A report on a meter 

leak turned out to be a leaking toilet.  A flow meter for the Water Treatment Plant was ordered.  

There was a sewer backup at a property.  The homeowner hired a private company to clean the 

service line, which fixed the problem.  6,000 square feet of sewer line cleaning was completed.  

Televising was done on a sewer line on Highway 123 for the future MN DOT project.  All parts 

that were loaned out to MPJ Construction for the River Bluff project have been returned to 

inventory.   

 

Minnesota Power Pole Replacement - There is a power pole by Robinson Park that needs to be 

replaced.  When this is done, the City’s equipment for the lift station cannot be put back on it.  

Another pole will have to be put up for that purpose for $738, plus the costs to move the City’s 

equipment.  Council Members suggested offering to purchase the pole the City’s equipment is 

currently on, rather than purchasing a new pole.  The Administrator will follow up and take 

appropriate action. 

 

MN Rural Water Association (MRWA) – Pond Optimization Program - MRWA reached out to the 

City to see if the City is interested in participating in the program.  It is a 2-year program that will 

look at the City’s discharge at the Waste Water Treatment Plant with the goal of determining how 

wastewater treatment systems can get better results.  Moose Lake is going to participate in the 

program as well.  Consensus of the Council was to participate in the Pond Optimization Program. 

 

Financial Reports 

The Council reviewed the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report for October and the A/P 

Clerk Claims for November, 2018.   The Administrator noted the combined deficit of $1,454,233 

in the Medical/Business Park and the EDA Public Works Grant funds.  She has been reviewing 

all of the expenses related to the Medical/Business Park project in order to determine what the 

special assessments will be for the lots and also to determine the appropriate funds that should be 

used for various expenses.  She stated that expenses were coded to 10 different funds throughout 

the project cycle.   

 

The Council also reviewed the proposed operating transfers that were submitted by Finance 

Officer Lois Newey.  These transfers are all included in the City’s budget.  The Administrator 

noted that the Wild River bond shortfall is $58,542.83 this year.  The City budgeted $80,000 for 
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this expense, leaving a surplus of $21,457. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve the Financial reports, pay claims, and 

approving the proposed operating transfers.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

 

Pine Rehabilitation & Support Employment, Inc. (PHASE) Private Activity Bonds 

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to open the public hearing regarding PHASE Private 

Activity Bonds at 6:13 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Chris Virta, attorney with the Fryberger Law Firm, spoke to the Council regarding the intent of 

PHASE to borrow on a tax-exempt basis.  Although the City issues the bond, the City will not be 

liable and no tax payer dollars will be used to repay the loan.  The only security is a mortgage on 

the property. This allows PHASE to borrow on a tax-deferred basis at a lower interest rate.  

PHASE is able to do this because of its 501(c)(3) non-profit status.  The loan will be used for 

upgrading the recycling building.  The R-factor of the roof is R4, so it will be insulated and 

repaired.  The HVAC system will also be replaced.  The project cost is $175,000.   

 

Tim Schmutzer from PHASE also thanked the Council for making the Small Cities Development 

Program available.  PHASE was approved for $80,000 to help improve accessibility, install electric 

doors and improve the parking surfaces. 

 

Motion Devlin, second Spartz to close the public hearing regarding PHASE Private Activity 

Bonds at 6:19 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve Resolution No. 20181205-02 approving the 

issuance and sale of a revenue note not to exceed $175,000 and authorizing the execution of 

related documents for the PHASE project.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

2019 Truth in Taxation Meeting  

The Administrator pointed out that the handout she has put together is available to anyone wishing 

to have one and can be picked up at City Hall.  She went on to explain the different tax levels and 

classifications, estimated market value, taxable market value and tax capacity number.  The general 

fund expenditures were expounded upon.  The revenue sources were covered.  If the 2019 

Proposed Levy is approved, the City tax rate will go from 84.1839% to 77.3315%.  The tax impact 

on home owners was elaborated upon.  A Council Member wanted the $80,000 taken out which 

would fund a community service officer.  There was discussion regarding the potential position.  If 

the money is not spent on a community service officer, where would the money go?  It would be a 

place holder while the subject is being explored.   

 

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve the Resolution No. 20181205-03 adopting the 

final 2019 City budget with a Total Operating Budget of $2,442,716.  Motion carried 3-2 with 

Devlin and Spartz dissenting. 
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Motion Devlin, second Spartz to approve Resolution No. 20181205-04 adopting the final 2019 

City Levy of $483,833.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve Resolution No. 20181205-05 adopting the final 

2019 EDA Budget with a Total Operating Budget of $100,900.  Motion carried 5-0 . 

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve Resolution No. 20181205-06 adopting the final 

2019 EDA Levy of $9,533.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

Mayor’s Term 

The Council is considering changing the Mayor’s term from 2 years to 4 years.  Staff has looked 

into 65 different communities.  The consensus was that the Administrator should proceed with the 

paperwork to make changing the term possible and bring the required Ordinance to the January 

meeting for approval. 

 

MN DOT Project SP 5802-24 (TH 123 from TH 23 to CSAH 30) - Update 

MN DOT is planning a mill and overlay project for construction in the year 2021 on Trunk 

Highway 123 through town.  There will be several changes including the difficult intersection 

where Casey’s convenient store is.  A road diet is planned for two sections of roadway and 

sidewalk additions are planned.  MN DOT was planning on doing one crosswalk but the City asked 

for several.  MN DOT is not asking the City for funds as of yet.  During a recent meeting, The 

Mayor asked the MN DOT Engineer if the project has been funded and was told that it has been.  

Councilors felt that the proposed bump outs on TH 123 and Main are going to cause problems for 

the trucks trying to turn the corners.  One of the Council Members asked about the shoulder 

between Casey’s store to Old Military Road.  Councilors agreed that the shoulders should be 

widened.  The Administrator was directed to contact MN DOT and ask about the possibilities. 

 

The area around TH 123 and Pine Ave. has several problems – drainage, road surface etc.  The 

City has asked SEH to draw up plans and specifications, as this project could be done by MN DOT 

at the same time, with the City paying for the additional expense.  SEH provided a proposal of 

$9,000 to provide engineering services which include final design, preparation of construction 

documents to MN DOT’s standards, and incorporating these plans into MN DOT’s construction 

plans.   

   

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the proposal from SEH in the amount of $9,000 

to provide engineering services to address concerns on Pine Avenue from TH 123 to 1st Street 

which includes final design, preparation of construction documents to MN DOT’s standards, 

and incorporating these plans into MN DOT’s construction plans for the TH 123 project.  

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

River Bluff Project – Application for Payment #4 
The City has received Application for Payment #4 on the River Bluff Project in the amount of 

$9,838.34. The engineer has reported that 86% of the contract work has been completed. A 5% 

retainage is held until the as-built survey is completed for final quantities and review of the sewer 

televising is complete.  
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Contractor Mike Johnson addressed the Council, stating that a payout request was sent to SEH on 

October 26th.  He feels that there is a discrepancy in what needs to be done to finish the project and 

what has been paid for previously.  The Administrator suggested that a meeting take place that 

includes representatives of the City, MPJ Enterprises, and SEH.  Wednesday, December 12th at 9 

a.m. was agreed upon. 

 

Motion Kester, second Devlin to authorize payment of Application for Payment #4 to MPJ 

Enterprises in the amount of $9,838.34 for the River Bluff project.  Motion carried 5-0. 

  

NEW BUSINESS:  

Rose Spencer – Sandstone Area Chamber of Commerce 

For the past two years, the City and Chamber have shared a full-page ad in the Hinckley 

Convention and Visitors Bureau Guide.  This year, due to cost, the Chamber is asking if the City 

would like to partner in taking out a half-page ad instead.  The City’s cost would be $300.00.  

Spencer stated that the Chamber is not selling ad space on the page, as they have done in the past.  

The publication is distributed to motels, restaurants, golf courses, etc. and comes out in the spring.  

Tim Williams usually writes up the portion about the City.  Council Members stated that they 

would like more input on the calendar of events and the content of the ad.   

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve partnering with the Chamber of Commerce to 

place a half-page ad in the Hinckley Convention and Visitors Bureau Guide with Tim 

Franklin working with Spencer on the content.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

League of MN Cities Insurance Trust – 2019 Rates & Changes 

MN Dept. of Health – Lead/Copper Tap Water Monitoring Report 

 

STREETS & PARKS SUPERVISOR’S REPORT 

The Administrator reviewed some of the points in Streets & Parks Supervisor Craige Hiler’s 

November report.  The crew will be installing Christmas lights as soon as a boom truck can be 

arranged.  An annual inspection was conducted on the Street Sweeper.  The repair estimate from 

MacQueen Equipment is $8,244.56.  Hiler anticipates being able to save the City $2,175 in labor 

costs as he plans on installing the equipment in-house.  The 1999 Ford Sterling Plow/Dump Truck 

is in for needed repairs in order to pass a DOT inspection.   

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items. 

• Tax-Forfeited Properties 

o Mike Johnson is proceeding with demolition of 605 Park, 329 Minnesota, and 313 Park 

o The Fire Department is working on setting up training burns at 1114 Birch and 310 Park 

• The Rock 

o The City is now the owner of the building 

o Hoping for Technical Assistance from MN Housing Partnership 

o Staff is working on securing all openings (windows, doors, roof) 

o Intern continues working on research of 10 successful adaptive reuse projects 

 City received $1,500 from the Initiative Foundation for this project which will be 

forwarded on to the U of M for the intern 
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• Evergreen Veterans Memorial Scenic Byway 

o Runs from Carlton County to Sandstone 

o Efforts underway to continue it on TH 23 from Sandstone to Hinckley 

o Connect to the St Croix Scenic Byway 

• LMC Experienced Officials Leadership Conference 

o Feb 1-2 in Plymouth OR Feb 22-23 in Brainerd 

o Let the administrator know if interested in attending 

• Everyone’s Table 

o New organization in Sandstone with the goal of serving free Community Meals 

o First meal scheduled for January 15 from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at Grace Lutheran Church 

• Holiday Bowling Party 

o Friday, December 14, 6-8 p.m. at Sandstone Lanes 

o Please RSVP 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Devlin, second Spartz to adjourn at 8:29 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

___________________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor   

             

_________________________________________ 

     Kathy George, Administrator 
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RESOLUTION NO. 20190102-01 

 

RESOLUTION DESIGNATING ANNUAL POLLING PLACE 

 

WHEREAS, it is important that citizens exercise their right to vote at their local polling 

place; and 

 

WHEREAS, Minn. Stat. § 204B.16 requires the governing body of each municipality to 

designate its local polling place for elections annually; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City has used Community Worship Center at 114 Minnesota Street for 

elections since 2014, 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF 

SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA: 

 

That, in compliance with the terms and provisions of Minnesota Statutes Section 204B.16, the 

polling location for the City of Sandstone is hereby established at the Community Worship Center 

at 114 Minnesota Street for 2019 elections. 

 

 

 

Adopted by the Council this 2nd day of January 2019. 

 

 

             

                                                           Peter Spartz, Mayor  

Attested: 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator  
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

RESOLUTION NO. 20190102-02 

A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING  

THE OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE FOR 2019 

 

 

 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE that Members 

Cooperative Credit Union, Northview Bank, and RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC 

Capital Markets, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of Royal Bank of Canada are hereby designated 

as depositories for the funds of the City of Sandstone (the City) as required by MN Statute 118.A. 

 

This resolution shall continue to have effect until express written notice of its rescission or 

modification has been received and recorded by the above named financial institutions. 

 

All transactions, if any, with respect to any deposits, withdrawals, rediscounts and borrowings by 

or on behalf of the City with the above named financial institutions prior to the adoption of this 

resolution are hereby ratified, approved and confirmed. 

 

Any and all prior resolutions adopted by the City Council of the City and certified to the above 

named financial institutions as governing the operation of the City’s accounts are in full force and 

effect, unless supplemented or modified by this authorization. 

 

The City agrees to the terms and conditions of any account agreement, properly opened by any 

authorized representatives of the City, and authorizes the above named financial institutions, at any 

time, to charge the City for all checks, drafts and other orders, for the payment of money, that are 

drawn on the financial institutions, regardless of by whom or by what means the facsimile 

signatures may have been affixed so long as they resemble the facsimile signature specimens on 

record. 

 

 

ADOPTED by the Sandstone City Council this 2nd day of January, 2019. 

 

              

______________________________ 

         Peter Spartz, Mayor 

Attest: 

 

_________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Designate Official Newspaper for 2019 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council is advised to designate an official 

newspaper for 2019.  The official newspaper is used for 

publications and notices as required by Minnesota Statutes. 

 

The Pine County Courier has served as the City of 

Sandstone’s official newspaper for many years. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Designate the Pine County Courier as the official newspaper 

of the City of Sandstone for 2019. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Designate City Attorney for 2019 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council is advised to designate the City Attorney 

for 2019.  Sarah Sonsalla, Kennedy & Graven, has served as 

the City of Sandstone’s Attorney for many years.   

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Designate Sarah Sonsalla, Kennedy & Graven, as the City 

Attorney for 2019. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Designate City Engineer for 2019 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council is advised to designate a City Engineer for 

2019.   

 

Greg Anderson, Short Elliot Henderson, has served as the 

City of Sandstone’s City Engineer for many years. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Designate the City Engineer on a project-by-project basis for 

2019. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Approve 2019 City Council Meeting Dates 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council is advised to set official meeting dates for 

2019.  In 2018, the City Council had determined to meet 

once per month: on the 1st Wednesday each month, at 6:00 

p.m. 

 

Staff would like to propose a change in the meeting date for 

2019 to the 3rd Wednesday each month, at 6:00 p.m.  This 

would allow more time for monthly reports to be submitted. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS List of proposed exact dates for 2019 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the City Council meeting dates for 2019 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 

 

 

2019 MEETING DATES 

SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

 

January 2    May 15    September 18 

February 20     June 19   October 16 

March 20    July 17    November 20 

April 17     August 21   December 18 

  

  

  



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – January 2, 2019 

Page 16 of 82 

 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Designate Building Official for 2019 

 

BACKGROUND: MN Stat 16B.65 requires each municipality to designate a 

building official who is responsible for the enforcement of 

the building code within its jurisdiction. 

 

The City currently contracts for building official services 

with Richard Drotning. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Designate Richard Drotning, certification number BO02970, 

as the City’s Building Official. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Appoint/Affirm Board, Commission & Committee Members 

 
 

 

 

  

BACKGROUND: The City has established various Boards, Commissions and 

Committees to assist with carrying out the goals of the City 

Council. 

 

Each year, the City Council appoints or reappoints members 

whose terms have expired.  Throughout the year, 

appointments are made as vacancies occur as well.  This is 

also a good time to evaluate the various boards, commissions 

and committees and make changes as deemed appropriate. 

 

Tom Landowski recently moved out of the area; therefore, a 

new renter representative will be needed for the Rental 

Appeals Board.  Staff is pursuing individuals and may have a 

recommendation to bring to the meeting. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS List of current members on various Boards, Commissions & 

Committees 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

(1) Reappoint Randy Riley, Rene Stadin, and Cassie Gaede 

to the Planning Commission 

 

(2) Reappoint Phillip Kester as Deputy Mayor 

 

(3) Reappoint Matt Anderson to the EDA 

 

(4) Reappoint Dave Barsness and Karry White to the Park & 

Rec Commission 

 

(5) Affirm remaining members/positions 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – January 2, 2019 

Page 18 of 82 

CITY COUNCIL 
Meetings: 3rd Wednesday – 6:00 p.m. 

5 Members; 4-year terms 
 
Mayor: 

 

Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

 

Committees:  Finance, Fee Dispute Resolution, 

Personnel, Fire & Rescue, Negotiation; Council 

Liaison:  Planning Commission, Library Board 

Deputy Mayor: 

 

Phillip Kester 

328 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2528 

Cell: 320-372-0665 

phillipk@sandstonemn.com  

 

Elected in 2016; Term expires 2020 

 

Committees:  Personnel 

  

Council Member: 

 

Val Palmer 

209 Court Avenue S 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-216-7007 

valeriep@sandstonemn.com  

vpalmer20240@gmail.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

 

Committees:  Finance, Rental Appeal Board 

Council Member: 

 

Brandon Devlin 

               [private – do not give out] 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

 

 

 

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 

 

Committees:  Fire & Rescue, Negotiation 

  

Council Member: 

 

Tim Franklin 

1317 Birch Avenue 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

H: 320-245-0126 

W: 320-245-2368 

C: 320-279-3400 

timothyf@sandstonemn.com  

mnflyer@pinenet.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 

 

Committees:  Fee Dispute Resolution, East Central 

Regional Development Commission (ECRDC) 

Council Liaison:  Park & Rec Advisory 

Commission 

Recording Secretary: 

 

Kara Nelson 

kbitznelson@frontier.com  

 

Staff: 

 

City Administrator Kathy George 

administrator@sandstonemn.com  

Personal Cell: 218-839-2297 

Work Cell:  612-865-8910 

 

Streets & Parks Supervisor Craige Hiler 

spsupervisor@sandstonemn.com  

Work Cell: 320-279-9112 

Shop Phone: 320-245-5179 

 

  

mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
mailto:phillipk@sandstonemn.com
mailto:valeriep@sandstonemn.com
mailto:vpalmer20240@gmail.com
mailto:timothyf@sandstonemn.com
mailto:mnflyer@pinenet.com
mailto:kbitznelson@frontier.com
mailto:administrator@sandstonemn.com
mailto:spsupervisor@sandstonemn.com
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (EDA) 

Meetings: 4th Wednesday – 6:00 p.m. 

7 Members: 5 Council Members (terms coincide with City Council terms),  

2 at-large Members (staggering 2-year terms) 

 
President: 

 

Phillip Kester 

328 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2528 

Cell: 320-372-0665 

phillipk@sandstonemn.com  

 

Elected in 2016; Term expires in 2020 

EDA Member - Treasurer: 

 

Peter Spartz               

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

  

EDA Member – Vice President: 

 

Val Palmer                        

209 Court Avenue S 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-216-7007 

valeriep@sandstonemn.com  

vpalmer20240@gmail.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

EDA Member: 

 

Brandon Devlin 

             [private – do not give out] 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

 

 

 

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 

  

EDA Member: 

 

Tim Franklin                      

1317 Birch Avenue 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

H: 320-245-0126   W:  320-245-2368 

C: 320-279-3400 

timothyf@sandstonemn.com  

mnflyer@pinenet.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 

 EDA Member: 

 

Matt Anderson                    

Anderson Recycling 

1715 Highway 23 N 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-372-0009 

matt@andersonrecycling.com  

 

Appointed in 2018; Term expires 2018 

 

  

EDA Member: 

 

Kris LaBounty 

Members Co-Op Credit Union 

305 Lundorff Dr 

Sandstone, MN 55072 

W: 320-245-3488 

Cell: 218-310-4055 

Kristin.labounty@membersccu.org  

 

Appointed 12-27-2018; Term expires 2020 

Recording Secretary: 

Kara Nelson 

kbitznelson@frontier.com 

 

Executive Director: 

City Administrator Kathy George 

administrator@sandstonemn.com  

 

EDA Loan Committee: 

Tim Franklin 

Kris LaBounty 

 

mailto:phillipk@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
mailto:valeriep@sandstonemn.com
mailto:vpalmer20240@gmail.com
mailto:timothyf@sandstonemn.com
mailto:mnflyer@pinenet.com
mailto:matt@andersonrecycling.com
mailto:Kristin.labounty@membersccu.org
mailto:kbitznelson@frontier.com
mailto:administrator@sandstonemn.com
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PLANNING COMMISSION 
Meetings: 2nd Wednesday – 7:00 p.m. 

7 Members; 3-year terms 
 

Chair: 
 
Randy Riley 
PO Box 624; 718 Angle Ave 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-5522 
rjriley@scicable.com  
 
Term expires: 2018 

Vice-Chair: 
 
Rene Stadin 
421 – 5th Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-2805; Cell: 320-630-9840 
rstadin@scicable.com  
 
Term expires: 2018 

  
Commissioner: 
 
Reese Frederickson 
217 Park Avenue 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
320-216-5860 
reese.frederickson@gmail.com  
 
Term expires: 2019  

Commissioner: 
 
Andrew Spartz 
434 – 1st Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-2371 
320-282-5822 
aspartz@scicable.com  
 
Term expires: 2020 

  
Commissioner: 
 
Steve Palmer 
209 Court Avenue South 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
320-216-7007 
landofpoint@hotmail.com  
 
Appointed in 2017; Term expires 2020 

Commissioner: 
 
Cassie Gaede 
131 Washington Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-6987 
218-343-1159 
cgaede@eastcentral.k12.mn.us  
 
Appointed in 2015; Term expires 2018 

  
Commissioner: 
 
VACANT SEAT 
 
Term expires 2019 

Council Liaison: 
 

Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 
Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

  

mailto:rjriley@scicable.com
mailto:rstadin@scicable.com
mailto:reese.frederickson@gmail.com
mailto:aspartz@scicable.com
mailto:landofpoint@hotmail.com
mailto:cgaede@eastcentral.k12.mn.us
mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
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PARK & REC ADVISORY COMMISSION 
Meetings: 2nd Friday – 8:00 a.m. 

7 Members; 3-year terms 
 

Chair:                               Term expires 2018 
 
Dave Barsness 
325 Minnesota Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-2383   C: 763-807-6990 
dkbarsne@scicable.com  

Commissioner:               Term expires  2019 
 
Dorothy Dybvig 
PO Box 392 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-2903 
2dybvigs@scicable.com  

  
Commissioner:               Term expires 2019 
 
Mary Franklin 
1317 Birch Avenue 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-0126 
franklin@scicable.com  

Commissioner:              Term expires 2018 
 
Karry White 
328 Lark Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-0446; Cell 320-309-5028 
daddywarbuckstothree@hotmail.com  

  
Commissioner:             Appointed in 2017 
                                        Term expires 2020 
Tony Vavricka 
105 – 1st Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
651-302-1774 
tonyvavricka@gmail.com  

Commissioner:            Appointed in 2017 
                                       Term expires 2020 
Eric Sturtz 
414 Washington Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
612-226-7699 
ecsturtz@gmail.com  

  
Commissioner:             Appointed in 2017 
                                        Term expires 2020 
David Chasson 
71457 Rhine Lake Road 
Finlayson, MN  55735 
320-245-2246 ext 1224 
dchasson@pinehab.org  

Council Liaison:          Elected in 2018 
                                       Term expires 2020 

Tim Franklin 

1317 Birch Avenue 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

H: 320-245-0126    W: 320-245-2368 

C: 320-279-3400 

timothyf@sandstonemn.com  
mnflyer@pinenet.com  

  
Staff: 
City Administrator Kathy George 
administrator@sandstonemn.com  
 
Streets & Park Supervisor Craige Hiler 
spsupervisor@sandstonemn.com  
Work Cell: 320-279-9112 
Shop Phone: 320-245-5179 

 

mailto:dkbarsne@scicable.com
mailto:2dybvigs@scicable.com
mailto:franklin@scicable.com
mailto:daddywarbuckstothree@hotmail.com
mailto:tonyvavricka@gmail.com
mailto:ecsturtz@gmail.com
mailto:dchasson@pinehab.org
mailto:timothyf@sandstonemn.com
mailto:mnflyer@pinenet.com
mailto:administrator@sandstonemn.com
mailto:spsupervisor@sandstonemn.com
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MISCELLANEOUS COMMITTEES 
 

Fee Dispute Resolution Committee: 

 

Tim Franklin 

1317 Birch Avenue 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

H: 320-245-0126    W: 320-245-2368 

C: 320-279-3400 

timothyf@sandstonemn.com  
mnflyer@pinenet.com  
 
Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

 

Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 
Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

Finance Committee: 
 

Val Palmer 

209 Court Avenue S 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-216-7007 

valeriep@sandstonemn.com  

vpalmer20240@gmail.com  

 
Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 
 

Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

 
  
Fire Department: 
 
Andy Spartz – Fire Chief 
434 – 1st Street 
Sandstone, MN  55072 
245-2371 
320-282-5822 
aspartz@scicable.com  
 
Ross Degerstrom – Assistant Fire Chief 
320-279-0353 
Rdeterstrom86@gmail.com  
 
Brandon Devlin – Rescue Lieutenant  
Fire Relief Association President 

            [private – do not give out] 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

 

Nick Eberhardt – Captain    

320-282-6342 

n.eberhardt@ymail.com  

 

Tyler Breffel – Lieutenant  

218-393-4591 

Fire & Rescue Committee: 
 

Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 
 

Brandon Devlin 

               [private – do not give out] 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

 

 

 

 
Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 
 

mailto:timothyf@sandstonemn.com
mailto:mnflyer@pinenet.com
mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
mailto:valeriep@sandstonemn.com
mailto:vpalmer20240@gmail.com
mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
mailto:aspartz@scicable.com
mailto:Rdeterstrom86@gmail.com
mailto:n.eberhardt@ymail.com
mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
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Negotiation Committee: 
 
Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

 
Brandon Devlin 

               [private – do not give out] 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

 

 

 

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 
 

Personnel Committee: 
 
Peter Spartz 

434 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2371 

peters@sandstonemn.com 

peter.spartz@yahoo.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 

 
Phillip Kester 

328 – 1st Street 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-245-2528 

Cell: 320-372-0665 

phillipk@sandstonemn.com  

 

Elected in 2016; Term expires in 2020 

  
Rental Appeal Board (5): 
 
Val Palmer 

209 Court Avenue S 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

320-216-7007 

valeriep@sandstonemn.com  

vpalmer20240@gmail.com  

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2020 
 
Brandon Devlin 

               [private – do not give out] 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

 

 

 

 

Elected in 2018; Term expires 2022 
 
 

Tom Landowski – Renter Representative 
501 Eisenhower St Apt 218 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
320-276-7446 
landowskithomas@icloud.com 
 
Mary Thorvig – Landlord Representative 
1080 Robin St 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
320-279-1667 
 
Kathy George 
City Administrator 
administrator@sandstonemn.com  
320-245-5241 
 
Staff: 
Leaha Jackson 
leahaj@sandstonemn.com  
320-245-5241 
 
Andy Luedtke, Safety Inspector 
aluedtke@pinecitygov.com  
320-591-0749 

 

 

mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
mailto:peters@sandstonemn.com
mailto:peter.spartz@yahoo.com
mailto:phillipk@sandstonemn.com
mailto:valeriep@sandstonemn.com
mailto:vpalmer20240@gmail.com
mailto:administrator@sandstonemn.com
mailto:leahaj@sandstonemn.com
mailto:aluedtke@pinecitygov.com
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Consider Resolution 20190102-03 – Adopt 2019 Fee Schedule 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council annually approves the Fee Schedule. 

 

Council has discussed from time to time the desire to revisit 

the Fire Call fees.  Staff would ask at this time that no 

changes are made.   

 

I would like to present the 2020 budget/formula to the 

Townships and propose a phase-out of the 30% deduction the 

City has been providing to the Townships.  In 2018, this 

amounted to $22,090.52 that the City contributed to the Fire 

Formula on behalf of the Townships; thus, reducing the 

Townships’ share.   

 

Because of this, I suggest we hold off on changes to the Fire 

Call fee at this time.  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS 2019 Fee schedule 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

(1) Review and Discuss 

(2) Adopt the 2019 Fee Schedule 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Mayor’s Term 

 

BACKGROUND: This item was introduced for discussion at the October 3rd Council 

Meeting and discussed again at the December Council Meeting.   

 

Report from October 3rd Meeting: 

The Mayor and I have been discussing the length of the Mayor’s term.  

As you know, it is a 2-year term; however, the Council Members have 

a 4-year term.  In checking with other cities of all sizes, we found that 

40 of them had 4-year terms and 15 had 2-year terms.  Several of 

these are considering changing to 4-year terms. 

 

Some of the reasons for changing to a 4-year term include providing 

more stability on the Council.  It also would require the same 

commitment for someone who wanted to run for Mayor as for 

someone who wanted to run for Council. 

 

If the City Council is interested in making this change, staff could 

prepare the proper ordinance for consideration at the January 2nd 

Council Meeting.  If the change is made, the current Mayoral term of 

2-years would not change until the 2020 election cycle. 

 

At the December Council Meeting, staff was directed to bring a 

proposed Ordinance to the January Council Meeting 

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

Minnesota State Statute 412.022 

Ordinance 20190102-01 Establishing a 4-Year Term for Mayor 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Approve Ordinance 20190102-01 
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ORDINANCE NO. 20190102-01 
CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PINE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING __________________ 
OF THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE 

CONCERNING MAYOR'S TERM OF OFFICE 
 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE ORDAINS: 
 
 
SECTION  1. Section ________ of the Sandstone City Code is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 
 
TERMS OF COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
 
Terms and transition.   The Mayor shall be elected for a two year term.  Pursuant to authority granted in 
Minn. Stats. § 412.022, subd. 1, the term of the Mayor of the City is hereby established by the City Council 
to be four years beginning with the term of the individual elected as Mayor at the regular elections to be 
held in November 2020. 
 
 
Additions: Add 
Deletions: Delete 
 
 
ADOPTED this 2nd day of January, 2019, by the City Council of the City of Sandstone, Minnesota.   
 
 
       CITY OF SANDSTONE 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Peter Spartz, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Kathy George, City Administrator 
 
 
Published in the Pine County Courier January 10, 2019. 
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Sandstone Public Library 

December 

 We began the month with a day of inventory.  This was my second inventory here in Sandstone 

and it went much more smoothly than the first one we did ten years ago.  It was a good feeling to 

know that the library is now back in order and ready to begin a new year.   

Our new Hinckley branch librarian, Josh, spent a day here in training and it was good to get 

acquainted with him. 

There were many Library related Christmas parties this month, namely, the Library Book Club, 

Story time, and the Friends of the Library.   

The Friends sponsored a holiday concert by classical guitarist Samuel Hines on a beautiful Sunday 

afternoon.  I think everyone went home filled both with the holiday spirit and many cookies. 

I think the best story I heard this month was from a patron who took their little five year old to 

Bentleyville but it was so crowded and cold the little girl didn’t get a chance to see Santa.  When 

her Mother asked her what she would have asked Santa for, the little girl said “I would have asked 

Santa for my first Library Card”.  . . Just another reason we are here. 

At the time of this report we have served 1075 patrons and we have answered 168 questions 

relating to the library and Sandstone.   

Happy New Year everyone! 

Jeanne Coffey, Branch Librarian 

East Central Regional Library (ECRL) 

Sandstone Public Library 
119 North Fourth Street 

P.O. Box 599 
Sandstone, MN  55072 

Phone: 320-245-2270 

http:// www.ecrlib.org  jcoffey@ecrlib.org 

http://www.ecrlib.org/
mailto:jcoffey@ecrlib.org
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

December 12, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Members present: Steve Palmer, Andrew Spartz, Rene Stadin, Randy Riley, Cassie Gaede  

Members absent: Reese Frederickson 

Staff present:  Administrator Kathy George 

Others:       None 

 

AGENDA – Motion Spartz, second Gaede, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion 

passed 5-0. 

 

MINUTES – Motion Palmer, second Spartz, to approve the minutes from the October 10, 

2018 Planning Commission Meeting.  Motion passed 5-0.   

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

A. Zoning Ordinance Update – The Planning Commission discussed the Professional / Light 

Industrial , which is explained in the Comprehensive Plan as follows: 

 

This district allows for a mix of light industrial, commercial and institution uses developed 

in a business park setting.  Businesses and institutions whose mission includes development 

of products or services that focus on natural resource or environmental protection, 

particularly in new and innovative methods, and those of a medical service nature are 

encouraged to develop in this area.  Development in this district will also include the 

provision of complete pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure. 

 

This District takes the place of the Medical Business District (B-4), Light Industrial District (I-

1), and Special Industrial District (I-2) in the current City Code.   

 

Red text indicates language in the current Medical Business District.  Blue text indicates language 

in the current Light Industrial District.  Green text indicates language in the current Special 

Industrial District.  Commissioners made changes as follows:   

 
515.18.  Medical business district (B-4).  Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  This district is established to manage 

development of land around the Pine Medical Center Hospital. This area is unique within the city, and 

demands management specific to the problems and opportunities that are present.  Uses within this district 

are intended to provide direct medical services to the public. 

 

515.23.  Light industrial district (I-1).  Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  This district is intended to provide for light 

industrial uses that may also be suitably located in areas of relatively close proximity to non-industrial 

development. 
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 515.24.  Limited industrial district (I-2).  Subdivision 1.  Purpose.  This district is intended to provide an area 

for light industrial and commercial uses that require highway access and/or visibility located in a strategic 

area that is compatible with the neighboring property in the Medical Business District existing medical 

campus.  This district is intended for uses such as administrative, wholesaling, manufacturing that are able to 

maintain a higher standard of appearance by including open space and landscaping on their properties, and 

that have limited external effects such as noise, odors, vibrations, glare, smoke, dust, fumes and hazards that 

would reduce compatibility with the neighboring properties in the Medical Business District existing medical 

campus. 

 

Subd. 2.  Permitted uses. 

 

a) Hospitals and hospital related medical services which are accessory to and located in 

proximity to the hospital. 

 

b) Planned unit development offices for medical services and medical professionals such as 

medical, dental, chiropractic, or veterinary with a minimum of 10,000 square feet. 

 

c) Institutional residential facilities and long term care facilities.  

 

a) Auto and truck washes. 

 

b) Cold storage plants and warehousing. 

 

c) Carpet cleaning, dry cleaning and dyeing, laundry employing any number of persons, 

providing the cleaning fluid has a base which is of non-explosive material. 

 

d) Electric appliance assembly.  Falls under Light Industrial 

 

e) Growing, handling, crating, sorting and shipping nursery stock. 

 

f) Laboratory, research, experimental and testing. 

 

g) Essential services. 

 

h) Gas, fueling and/or service stations, convenience stores.  These uses are more suitable in 

other zoning districts. 

 

i) Storage, and sale, and distribution of lumber, coal, brick, stone, contractors supply yard, and 

other similar supplies, equipment, and goods, provided such use is entirely enclosed within 

a substantial fence not less than eight (8) feet in height.  Combines r) below. 

 

 j) Plumbing, heating, glazing, painting, paper-hanging, roofing, ventilating, and electrical 

contractors; blacksmith shop, carpentry, soldering, and welding establishments. 

 

k) The manufacturing, compounding, processing and packaging or treatment of food products 

such as bakery goods, candy, cosmetics, dairy products, drugs, perfumes, pharmaceuticals 

and toiletries.  Falls under Light Industrial. 

 

l) The manufacturing, compounding, assembling treatment of articles or merchandise from the 

following previously prepared materials:  bone, cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, felt, 
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fiber, fur, glass, hair, horn, leather, paper, plastic, precious or semi-precious metals or stones, 

shell, textiles, tobacco, wood (excluding planing mill), yarns and paint not requiring a boiling 

process. Falls under Light Industrial. 

 

 m) Any other manufacturing or industrial enterprise, operation or process, whether making, 

assembling, repairing, buffing, finishing, plating, polishing, tempering, packing, shipping, or 

storing providing that any resulting cinders, dust, flashing, fumes, gas, noise, odor, refuse, 

matter, smoke, vapor or vibration is confined effectively to the premises and no extra fire 

hazard is created. Falls under Light Industrial. 

 

ADD:   Light Industrial 

 

n) Printing shop, newspaper plant.  Falls under Light Industrial. 

 

o) Railway and motor freight depot or trucking terminal, provided that the truck entrance is at 

least thirty (30) feet between curbs. 

 

p) Storage in bulk of, or warehouse for, such material as building material, contractors 

equipment, furniture, food, fabrics, hardware and similar goods when entirely contained in 

an enclosed roofed building; provided that such permitted storage buildings shall not store 

junk, metals, petroleum and other flammable fluids in above ground tanks, paint and paint 

materials, discarded or salvaging material, or be used for wrecking or dismantling of motor 

vehicles.  Falls under Cold storage plants and warehousing. 

 

q) Tin shop Falls under Light Industrial, plumbing supply shop Falls under Plumbing, 

heating, glazing, etc… (above). 

 

r) The sale or distribution, storage and distribution of supplies, equipment and goods.  

Combined with i) above. 

 

ADD Vehicle sales and service, including Recreational Vehicles, Boats and Motorcycles. 

 

None 

 

Subd. 3.  Accessory uses.   

 

a) Buildings for the storage of yard care equipment. 

 

b) Bus or taxi loading or unloading facilities.  These uses are more suitable in other zoning 

districts. 

 

c) Storage of merchandise solely intended to be retailed by a related and established principal 

use.  Need to follow up with Planning Commission – this seems contradictory. 

 

d) Parking lots. 

 

e) Accessory uses permitted in B-2 district (highway business district) – which is: 

 

 Accessory uses permitted in B-1 district – which is: 

 

a) Unheated buildings and structures for a use accessory to the principal use. but such use 
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or structure may not exceed 30% of the gross floor space of the principal use. 

 

b) Off-street parking as regulated by this section but not including semi-trailer trucks. 

 

c) Off-street loading. 

 

d) Signs subject to regulations in section 415. 

 

Subd. 3.  Conditional uses. 

 

a) Essential services. 

 

b) Related commercial and retail uses in the development plan. 

 

a) Indoor and outdoor storage of vehicles, materials, or open sales.  

 

b) Restaurants, supper clubs, or other dining establishments. 

 

c) Assembly plants.  Falls under Light Industrial, which is a permitted use. 

 

d) Recycling centers. 

 

e) Bottling works, including milk bottling or distribution station.  Falls under Light Industrial, 

which is a permitted use. 

 

f) Public and non-profit owned buildings such as post offices, government buildings and similar 

uses.  (Added, Ord. No. 98-01). 

 

g) Towers and Antennas in accordance with City Code Section 517. for amateur radio 

operators and towers/antenna on churches, governmental buildings and schools (see section 

517).) 

 

h) Vehicle sales and service.  Added to permitted uses. 

 

i) Recreational vehicle sales and service.  Added to permitted uses. 

 

j) Cell phone and communications towers. Redundant. 

 

k) Solar energy facilities.  

 

a) Assembly plants. 

  

b) Auto and truck washes. 

 

c) Bottling works, including milk bottling or distribution stations. 

 

d) Cold storage plants and warehousing. 

 

e) Carpet cleaning, dry cleaning and dyeing, and laundry employing any number of persons, 

providing the cleaning fluid has a base which is of a non-explosive material.  
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f) Electric appliance assembly. 

 

g) Growing, handling, crating, sorting and shipping nursery stock. 

 

g) Laboratory, research, experimental and testing. 

 

h) Essential services.  All previously addressed. 

 

i) Storage and sale of lumber, coal, brick, stone, contractors’ supply yards, provided such use 

is entirely enclosed within a substantial fence not less than eight (8) feet in height. 

 

j) Plumbing, heating, glazing, painting, paper-hanging, roofing, ventilating, and electrical 

contractors; blacksmith shop, carpentry, soldering, and welding establishments. 

 

k) The manufacturing, compounding, processing and packaging or treatment of food products 

such as bakery goods, candy, cosmetics, dairy products, drugs, perfumes, pharmaceuticals 

and toiletries. 

 

l) The manufacturing, compounding, assembling and treatment of articles or merchandise from 

the following previously prepared materials:  bone, cellophane, canvas, cloth, cork, feathers, 

felt, fiber, fur, glass, hair, horn, leather, paper, plastic, precious or semi-precious metals or 

stones, shell, textiles, tobacco, wood (excluding planing mill), yarns and paint not requiring 

a boiling process. 

 

m) Any other manufacturing or industrial enterprise, operation or process, whether making, 

assembling, repairing, buffing, finishing, plating, polishing, tempering, packing, shipping, or 

storing providing that any resulting cinders, dust, flashing, fumes, gas, noise, odor, refuse, 

matter, smoke, vapor or vibration is confined effectively to the premises and no additional 

fire hazard is created. 

 

n) Printing shops or newspaper plants. 

 

o) Motor freight depot or trucking terminal, provided that the truck entrance is at least thirty 

(30) feet between curbs. 

 

p) Storage in bulk of, or warehouse for, such material as building material, contractors 

equipment, furniture, food, fabrics, hardware and similar goods when entirely contained in 

an enclosed roofed building; provided that such permitted storage buildings shall not store 

junk, metals, petroleum and other flammable fluids in above ground tanks, paint and paint 

materials, discarded or salvaging material, or be used for the wrecking or dismantling of 

motor vehicles. 

 

q) Tin shop or plumbing supply shop. 

 

r) The sale, distribution or storage of supplies, equipment and goods. 

 

s) Outdoor storage of vehicles, materials, or open sales. 

 

t) Solid waste reuse and recycling facilities that are part of a city-approved waste reduction and 

recycling program. 
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u) Municipally owned buildings such as fire stations, maintenance garages and storage facilities.  

 

v) Towers for amateur radio operators and towers/antenna on churches, governmental buildings 

and schools (see section 517).  All previously addressed. 

 

w) Taxi/transit services.  

 

x) Vehicle sales (including recreational vehicles, boats and motorcycles).  Previously 

addressed. 

 

y) Solar energy facilities.   Previously addressed. 

 

aa) Other manufacturing, production, processing, cleaning, storage, servicing and repair of 

materials, goods or products determined by the planning commission and confirmed by the 

city council to be similar to the above conditional uses and which conform to the purpose and 

performance standards of the district.   

 

Subd. 4.  Performance standards.   

 

a) Setbacks. 

 

i) Minimum lot size: With the exception of a lot that is being exclusively used for 

essential services, a lot in the Professional / Light Industrial B-4 district must have 

a width of not less than 100 feet, and must contain an area of not less than 15,000 

21,780 square feet (0.5 acre). 

 

a) Lot width: A lot may not be less than 150 feet in width. 

 

a) Minimum lot width: A lot should not be less than 150 feet in width. 

 

 

(ii) Front yard requirement: With the exception of a lot that is being exclusively used for 

essential services, a lot must have a front yard having a depth of not less than thirty-

five (35)  twenty (20) feet. 

 

Front yard   A minimum of 40 feet 

 

 (iii) Other setback requirements: With the exception of structures on a lot that is being 

exclusively used for essential services, structures must be a minimum of a ten (10) 

foot distance from any side yard, rear yard, or alley.  Corner lots must have two (2) 

front yards (with the exception of lots being exclusively used for essential services). 

the following structure setbacks apply: 

 

Rear yard  A minimum of 40 20 feet 

Interior side yard  A minimum of 15 feet 

Street side yard  A minimum of 40 feet 

 

i) Structures must be set back a minimum of forty (40) feet from any front yard, rear 

yard and street side yard.   

 

ii) Structures must be set back a minimum of fifteen (15) feet from any interior side 
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yard. 

 

• A building may not be erected closer than fifty (50) feet to a boundary line, 

which separated a light industrial district (I-1) from a residential district (RR, 

R-1, and R-2).  The areas between buildings in the light industrial district (I-

1) and such streets and boundaries of any residential district (RR, R-1, and 

R-2) will be a buffer that is planted with grass, shrubs, or trees and must be 

continuously maintained by the light industrial district (I-1) property owner. 

 

iii) A building must be set back a minimum of fifty (50) feet from a zoning district 

boundary line, which separates a special industrial district (I-2) the Professional / 

Light Industrial district from a residential district (RR, R-1, and R-2).  The areas 

between buildings in the special industrial district (I-2) and such streets and 

boundaries of any residential district (RR, R-1, and R-2) will be utilized as a buffer 

between the two zoning districts.  A vegetative buffer must be planted in this area 

using native groundcover, shrubs, or trees and must be continuously maintained by 

the special industrial district (I-2) Professional / Light Industrial district property 

owner. 

 

• A building may not be erected closer than forty (40) feet to the right-of-way 

line of any state highway, major or secondary thoroughfare, or to any county 

highway or road in use by the public prior to the creation of a light industrial 

district (I-1) the Professional / Light Industrial district that serves as the 

boundary line of the district. 

 

iv) A building must be set back a minimum of forty (40) feet from any state highway, 

major or secondary thoroughfare, county highway or any road in use by the public 

prior to the creation of the special industrial district (I-2). 

 

(iv) Internal setbacks.  Within designated development areas that include hospital, 

medical services and institutional residential facilities/long term care facilities, 

flexibility will be granted in establishing the setbacks from lot lines and the right-of-

way lines for internal public and private roads serving the interior of the development 

area.  Zero lot line and zero setback development concepts may be employed 

consistent with the criteria provided below.  Internal setbacks shall be determined by 

the planning commission and the city council at the time of site plan approval based 

on the application of sound site planning criteria.  In making these determinations, 

the criteria considered shall include the following: 

 

 1) Number, type and size of buildings; 

 

 2) Proximity to adjacent existing and future land uses; 

 

3) Preservation of existing vegetation and other natural features on the sites within 

the development; 

 

 4) Topography of the sites within the development; 

 

 5) Provision of water, sanitary sewer, and storm sewer; 
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6) The proposed overall intensity and design of the development relative to its 

ability to achieve the integration of mixed uses, provide safe and efficient 

pedestrian ways and avoid unsafe vehicular traffic movements and congestion 

on the internal and external street network; and 

 

7) The adequacy of parking, landscape, drainage and open space designs to satisfy 

the internal needs of the development. 

 

b) With the exception of a lot that is being exclusively used for essential services, access to a 

lot must be from an approved frontage or secondary street. 

 

c) Minimum transitional yard requirements. With the exception of a lot that is being exclusively 

used for essential services, for each front, side or rear yard in any B-4 district abutting, or 

abutting except for an intervening alley, a residential district, there must be provided a front, 

side or rear yard equal in size to the minimum front, side or rear yard required in the 

residential district. 

 

d) Maximum ground coverage.  With the exception of lots being used exclusively for essential 

services, the sum total of the ground area covered by all structures in any B-4 district 

including accessory structures, constituting a permitted or conditional use shall not exceed 

75% of the lot.  Impervious surface coverage may be increased if the following is 

provided: 

 

(1) a storm water retention plan showing containment of the 5-year, 24-hour 

storm event on the parcel; or 

(2) elimination of direct runoff of stormwater to adjacent water bodies, 

including wetlands and adjacent parcels, through the use of berms or other 

permanent means; or 

(3) where municipal storm water is available. 

 

e) Other requirements.  Prior to issuance of any building permit or other approvals for property 

in the B-4 district, the applicant shall submit to the city: 1) evidence of ownership of the 

property or purchase agreement or enforceable option on the property; 2) a preliminary 

building and site development plan; and 3) a written impact analysis that evaluates the 

following factors: 

 

i) The proposed use will not create an excessive burden on existing parks, schools, 

streets and other public facilities that serve or are proposed to serve the area; 

 

ii) The proposed use will be sufficiently compatible or separated by distance or screened 

from adjacent residentially zoned or used land so that existing residences will not 

depreciate in value and development of vacant residential land will not be deterred; 

 

iii) The proposed structure and the site will have an overall appearance that will not have 

an adverse effect upon adjacent residential properties; 

 

iv) The proposed use will be consistent with the purposes of the city’s zoning code and 

the purposes of the zoning district in which the applicant intends to locate the 

proposed use; 

 

v) The proposed use will not conflict with the comprehensive plan; 
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vi) The proposed use will not cause traffic hazards or congestion; 

 

vii) Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and necessary facilities for the proposed 

use have been or will be provided; 

 

viii) The height, size and location of all buildings on the site meet the requirements of the 

building and zoning code. 

 

Subd. 5.  Architectural standards. All new commercial structures in the B-4 district shall conform to 

the following architectural standards:  

 

a) The overall architectural character shall have a consistent architectural expression on all sides 

of the building that is compatible with its surroundings.  “Green” architecture that uses 

sustainable concepts like recycled materials, pervious pavements, zero VOC paints and other 

materials, zero utilization of ozone-depleting chemicals, zero PVC based products, energy 

conserving appliances, day lighting, and renewable energy from wind, solar, biomass and 

ground water heat pumps is encouraged. 

 

a) Buildings shall be visually compatible with their surroundings.  “Green” architecture that 

uses sustainable concepts like recycled materials, pervious pavements, zero VOC paints and 

other materials, zero utilization of ozone-depleting chemicals, zero PVC based products, 

energy conserving appliances, day lighting, and renewable energy from wind, solar, biomass 

and ground water heat pumps is encouraged. 

 

b) Exterior building materials shall be subject to planning commission approval and the 

following (these are also listed in the Limited Industrial I-2 District):  

 

i) Commercial structures must provide a cohesive architectural appearance reflecting 

their functional purpose.  The exterior of the building(s) must be composed of at least 

20% of Class I, Class II or Class III materials and contain a façade or entry element.  

Not more than 80% of the exterior of the building(s) may be composed of Class IV 

materials.  Class I, Class II, Class III and Class IV materials are defined as follows: 

 

1) Class I materials consist of brick, natural stone (or similar appearing, high 

quality manufactured stone), glass curtain wall, copper or other comparable 

or superior materials. 

 

2) Class II materials consist of specialty concrete block such as burnished, 

textured or rock face, pre-cast textured concrete panels, masonry stucco, 

other comparable or superior materials. 

 

3) Class III materials consist of exterior insulation and finish system (EIFS), 

opaque panels, ornamental metal such as commercial grade metal wall and 

roof panels (24 gauge or better), natural wood, fiber-cement siding, or other 

comparable or superior materials.  

 

4) Class IV materials consist of smooth concrete block, scored concrete block, 

smooth concrete tilt-up panels, glazed block, glass block, other comparable 

or superior materials. 
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These are also listed in the Limited Industrial I-2 District: 

 

c) Building designs shall provide visual interest, variation in detailing, and eliminate long wall 

sections without windows.  This item is still being debated by the Planning Commission. 

 

d) Exposed roof materials shall be similar to, or the architectural equivalent of a high quality 

asphalt shingle (300# or better), wood shingle, standing seam metal roof, or better.  

 

e) Garish or bright accent colors for awnings, trim, banding, walls, entries or any portion of the 

building shall be minimized, but in no case shall such coloring exceed 5% of each wall area.  

 

f) Pre-engineered post-frame structures with agricultural grade metal wall and roof panels (26 

gauge or lesser), commonly called “pole barns” are not allowed in this district.  

 

g) Parking must be pedestrian-oriented and relate to the scale and materials of the structures.  

 

h) Parking areas of ten (10) or more spaces shall be designed so as to include native landscaping 

that reinforces the pedestrian-scale character and the overall aesthetic of the B-4 district. 

 

i) One (1) free-standing sign identifying the commercial uses of each tenant from the major 

access road will be permitted.  Secondary signage shall be pedestrian scale and oriented 

toward the parking lots on the site and shall be subject to the requirements and restrictions 

set forth in section 415, Signs. 

 

 Subd. 6.  Other standards and requirements. 

 

a) Landscaping requirements.  All new developments in the B-4 district shall meet the following 

landscaping requirements: 

 

i) Vegetative buffers of trees, shrubs and herbaceous understory shall be planted or 

preserved in buffer zones of a sufficient width from the edge of any new commercial 

development (as determined by the planning commission) so as to mitigate noise and 

air pollution emitted from the property.  Such vegetated buffers, where newly 

planted, should consist predominantly of hardy indigenous or native species. 

 

Landscaping requirements.  Open areas of a site, lot, tract, or parcel must be graded to provide 

proper drainage, and except for areas used for parking, drives, or storage, must be landscaped 

with trees, shrubs, ornamental landscape materials, or planted ground cover.  Plans for the 

landscaping and screening must be submitted for approval to the city before any permit will 

be issued.  The plan must show the location, type, quality, and size of all existing and 

proposed trees and plantings in or proposed for the landscaping area.  A certificate of 

occupancy may not be issued until the landscaping is completed in accordance with the 

approved plans.  The owner must maintain the landscaping in an attractive and well-kept 

condition.  Vacant lots, tracts, or parcels must be properly maintained.  Also listed in the 

Limited Industrial I-2 District. 

 

a) Any new commercial development shall have vegetative buffers of sufficient width (as 

determined by the planning commission) so as to mitigate noise and air pollution emitted 

from the property and minimize views of parking and service areas from adjacent residential 

and other uses.  Where possible, existing trees on the property shall be preserved for this 

purpose.  Such vegetative buffers should consist predominantly of hardy indigenous or native 
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species. 

 

b) Properties abutting the freeway shall include a coniferous buffer to mitigate noise and to 

maintain the existing natural buffer located at the edge of the freeway. 

 

b) Roads constructed to serve primarily as access to parking areas for commercial uses shall not 

be shared with adjacent residential neighborhoods. 

 

c) Roads constructed to serve industrial uses may not be shared with adjacent residential 

neighborhoods. 

 

c) Special care must be taken in handling storm water from the site in order to protect 

groundwater. 

 

d) Special care should be taken in handling storm water and waste water from the site through 

the use of cluster systems in order to protect groundwater. 

 

d) Individual septic systems for each building are not permitted.  Also listed in the Limited 

Industrial I-2 District. 

 

e) Parking requirements will be determined in accordance with the city’s off-street parking 

standards.  If there are not any applicable parking requirements, parking requirements will be 

determined by recommendation of the planning commission.  

 

e) Open areas of the property must be graded to provide proper drainage, and except for areas 

used for parking, driveways, or storage, must be landscaped with trees, shrubs, ornamental 

landscape materials, or planted ground cover.  Plans for the landscaping and screening must 

be submitted for approval to the city before any permit will be issued.  The plan must show 

the location, type, quality, and size of all existing and proposed trees and plantings in or 

proposed for the landscaping area.  A certificate of occupancy will not be issued until the 

landscaping is completed in accordance with the approved plans.  The owner must maintain 

the landscaping in an attractive and well-kept condition.  Vacant lots, tracts, or parcels must 

be properly maintained. 

 

b) Storage of materials.  An accessory building may not be constructed to permit the keeping of 

articles, goods or materials in the open or exposed to public view.  When necessary to store 

or keep such materials in the open, the lot or area must be fenced with a screening fence at 

least six (6) feet high.  Storage is limited to the rear two-thirds of the property measured by 

area.  Also listed in the Limited Industrial I-2 District.  Commissioners would like to research 

this item a little more, see what other communities have in their ordinances. 

 

c) Glare, fumes, heat.  Glare, fumes or heat may not be produced in any building in this district 

that is noticeable at the distance of more than fifty (50) feet from property line of the building 

in which it is produced.  Also listed in the Limited Industrial I-2 District. 

 

d) Exterior lighting.  Lights used for exterior illumination must be directed away from adjacent 

properties and oncoming traffic.  Also listed in the Limited Industrial I-2 District. 

 

e) Waste material.  Waste material may not be washed into the public storm sewer system 

without first having received a permit to do so from the city council.  If the permit is not 

granted, a method of disposal must be devised which will not require additional land for 
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continual operation, will not cause a detrimental effect to the adjacent land, and the waste 

disposal plan must be submitted to the planning commission and city council for approval.  

Solid waste material, debris, refuse, or garbage must be kept within a completely enclosed 

building or properly contained in a closed container and stored in racks designed for each 

purpose.  Also listed in the Limited Industrial I-2 District. 

 

f) Drainage.  In the development, improvement or alteration of land, the natural direction of 

draining may not be changed unless the council approves plans for the development.  Run-

off must be properly channeled into a storm drain, watercourse, or ponding area, and staff 

must approve a storm water drainage plan. 

 

In the development, improvement or alteration of land, the natural direction of the drainage 

on the site may not be changed unless the city council approves a storm water drainage plan.  

All run-off from the property must be properly channeled into a storm drain, watercourse, or 

ponding area. 

 

g) Inspections and testing for compliance.  To assure compliance with the standards in this 

subsection, the council may require the owner or operator of any industrial use to make such 

investigations and tests as may be required to insure adherence to the standards.  The 

investigation and tests must be carried out by an independent testing organization selected by 

the council after thirty (30) days notice.  The costs incurred having the investigations or tests 

will be borne by the city, except when the results of such disclose non-compliance with the 

performance standards (with this section), in which event the investigation or the owner or 

operator must pay testing cost.  This procedure does not preclude the city from making tests 

and investigations if it finds appropriate to determine compliance with the performance 

standards.  Commissioners would like to research this item a little more, see what other 

communities have in their ordinances. 

 

Subd. 7.  Siting and location standards.  All new business sites shall be located so as to be clustered 

with other businesses, to the extent that adequate parking and access are provided.  Also listed 

in the Limited Industrial I-2 District. 

 

Additional Requirements.  The planning commission or the city council may require 

additional items from the applicant as they deem necessary in order to assess compatibility 

of the proposed use with the goals of the I-2 Professional / Light Industrial district and with 

the other existing or proposed uses within the I-2 district. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

A. Planning Commission Members – Expiring Terms – Planning Commission terms are for 3-

years.  Terms of 3 members are expiring at the end of 2018:  Randy Riley, Cassie Gaede, 

and Rene Stadin.  All three have agreed to serve another 3-year term. 

 

 Motion Palmer, second Spartz, to recommend the City Council appoint Randy Riley, 

Cassie Gaede, and Rene Stadin to another 3-year term on the Planning Commission.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

OTHER:  None 

ADJOURN:  Motion Spartz, second Palmer, to adjourn.  Motion passed 5-0.  Time 8:45 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted, Kathy George, City Administrator 
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, December 14, 2018  

 

Members present: Dave Barsness, Dorothy Dybvig, Tony Vavricka, Mary Franklin, Eric Sturtz, 

Karry White, David Chasson; Council Liaison Tim Franklin 

Members absent:  None 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George, Streets & Parks Supervisor Craige Hiler  

Guests: None 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Barsness called the meeting to order at 8:08 a.m.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda 

Motion Dybvig, second White, to approve the agenda with one change: Park & Rec 

Commission Members – Expired Terms was moved to the end.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Minutes 

Motion Dybvig, second Franklin, to approve the minutes of the November 9, 2018 meeting.  

During discussion on the motion, one change was requested regarding the report of the Timber 

Harvest.  It was stated that Some Commissioners expressed their strong opinion that the timber 

harvesting was a mistake and was a violation of the City’s Tree Ordinance.  All agreed to change 

the statement to Some Commissioners expressed their strong opinion that the timber harvesting 

was a mistake and that the City’s Tree Ordinance was not considered.  Motion passed with the 

noted change 7-0. 

 

New Business  

 

A. Veterans Memorial – The Veterans Memorial is located on City-owned property at Train 

Park.  The local Veterans Memorial Committee maintains the memorial.  Recently, the 

question of insurance came up.  Specifically, who is responsible for insuring the memorial.  

After Finance Officer Lois Newey did some research and talked with the City’s insurance 

agent, it was determined that the Veterans Memorial is covered under the City’s current 

policy as Property in the Open.   

 

Administrator George explained that this whole discussion brought up the question of 

whether or not there is a written agreement between the City and the Veterans group.  

There is not.  So, George presented a proposed agreement for consideration.  The document 

has also been sent to the Veterans Memorial Committee for their review and comment.  

Representatives were invited to today’s meeting; however, no one was in attendance.   

 

Commissioners stated that the document appears to be satisfactory.  Motion Vavricka, 

second Dybvig, to recommend the City Council approve the Agreement pending 

approval by the Veterans Memorial Committee.  Motion passed 7-0. 
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Continuing Business   

 

A. Legacy Grant Application – Robinson Park – The City’s grant request was not funded.  The 

project scored 65.5 points out of a possible 100 and was “quite high in the ranking”, 

according to the letter received from the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks & Trails 

Commission.  Administrator George stated that the biggest thing that hurt our chances was 

the amount of local match.  We provided $60,000, which is 5.2% of the project cost (which 

is $1,154,175).  We could either scale down the project scope or increase the local match. 

 

Commissioners discussed options.  They would like to know the scores of the projects that 

were funded.  It was suggested to contact Candace Amberg of WSB and Joe Czapiewski of 

Greater MN Regional Parks & Trails Commission for any feedback or suggestions they 

might have.  If the project is scaled back, it might be helpful to have a display in Robinson 

Park explaining the entire project, which may generate interest and possible donations.  

Commissioners also considered using some of the funds from the recent tree harvest to 

increase the local match.   

 

These points will be further investigated and the item will be placed on the January Agenda 

for further discussion.    

 

B. Kettle River Watershed Mural Project – Administrator George reported that the original 

grant deadline was 12/31/2018.  It has now been extended to 6/30/2019, since the mural is 

not finished.  Artist Carole Bersin took the native peoples panel home to work on it and she 

has now returned it.  It is not possible for her to take the other panels home to work on.  

Bersin will resume the project in the spring as the weather allows.  George noted that the 

mural is also covered by the City’s insurance as Property in the Open.   

 

C. Angle Park – The hockey boards were advertised in the 11/15 and 11/22 editions of the 

Courier and the 11/19 and 11/26 Evergreen.  The deadline to submit a bid was 11/30.  The 

City received some inquiries; however, no bids were submitted.  It was asked if the hockey 

rink would then be flooded.  Administrator George stated that it will not be flooded.  Streets 

& Parks Supervisor Hiler reported that the crew is working on flooding the rink at Lions 

Hill.  It was also noted that Barbara Heil has been hired as the Warming House Attendant.    

 

D. Pine Avenue – Big Spring Falls –City Engineer/Inspector Steve Rose and Streets & Parks 

Supervisor Craige Hiler are working together to come up with a plan to improve the City’s 

portion of the road, along with cost estimates. 

 

E. Gin Pole – No additional updates. 

 

F. Stage at Robinson Park –We will continue to work with Mike Johnson on the possibilities.  

The City crew was able to dismantle the old stage and dispose of the materials.   

 

G. Train Park Kiosk – Work continues for designs of the following:   

• City Parks 

• Robinson Park 

• Directory of Businesses in town 
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• Directory of non-profits and service organizations in town 

• Quarry Days 

• History of Sandstone 

 

H. Robinson Park Camping Statistics – There were no registrations for camping during the 

month of November. 

  

Other 

 

A. KREEC Committee Update:  David Chasson, Dave Barsness, and Tony Vavricka have 

been reviewing and considering options for the KREEC property.  Chasson reported that 

they recently walked the property and have some very preliminary ideas, such as: 

 

• Develop the eastern side of the property in conjunction with the DNR 

• Create trails and a primitive campground in the area bordering Skunk Creek 

• Make parking available at the Water Treatment Plant site 

• Consider allowing a non-profit group to use the current building 

• Consider a land swap with the DNR 

• Consider the sale of property on the west side of Old Military Road 

• A meeting with the DNR would be beneficial in the near future 

 

Chasson also stated that when the site was developed, the Audubon Center of the North 

Woods was not established.  Perhaps “education” is no longer a goal for the KREEC site 

and more of a “recreation” or “preservation” focus is appropriate.  It was suggested that 

perhaps the property should be renamed.  With regard to a potential land swap, there was a 

question about whether or not there are strings attached to ownership of the property.  

Commissioners thought that the time line has long passed.  Administrator George will 

follow up on that question.  It was also noted that the site is not large enough to provide 

ATV/4-wheeler trails and that these trails are nearby in Kerrick. 

 

B. Park & Rec Commission Members – Expired Terms:  Park & Rec Commission terms are 

for 3-years.  The terms of Dave Barsness and Karry White are coming to an end in 2018.  

Both have expressed a willingness to serve another term.   

 

 Chair Barsness then stated that he has enjoyed serving as Chair over the past many years; 

however, he would like to hand off the gavel and give someone else the opportunity.  

Commissioner Dybvig stated that she is willing to serve as Chair.  Barsness then agreed to 

serve as Vice-Chair. 

 

 Motion Franklin, second Vavricka, to recommend the City Council appoint Dave 

Barsness and Karry White to serve another term on the Park & Rec Commission.  

Motion passed 7-0. 

 

C. Ice Fest – it was noted that Ice Fest is coming up January 4-6.  Toilets have been ordered.  

The Street Crew will remove the large brush pile, but they will leave behind larger logs that 
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can be used for campfires.  S&P Supervisor Hiler also offered pine logs that are at the City 

shop if someone would like to cut them up.    

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion Barsness, second White, to adjourn the meeting at 9:00 a.m. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: January 2, 2019 

SUBJECT: Veterans Memorial Agreement 

 

BACKGROUND: The Veterans Memorial is located on City-owned property at 

Train Park.  The local Veterans Memorial Committee 

maintains the memorial.  Recently, the question of insurance 

came up.  Specifically, who is responsible for insuring the 

memorial.  After Finance Officer Lois Newey did some 

research and talked with the City’s insurance agent, it was 

determined that the Veterans Memorial is covered under the 

City’s current policy as Property in the Open.   

 

This whole discussion brought up the question of whether or 

not there is a written agreement between the City and the 

Veterans group.  There is not.  So, staff created a proposed 

agreement for consideration. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Proposed Veterans Memorial Agreement 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Park Commission recommends the City Council approve 

the proposed Veterans Memorial Agreement, pending 

approval from the Veterans Memorial Committee.  

 

The Document has been shared with the Veterans Memorial 

Committee.  Staff is waiting to hear back. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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VETERAN'S MEMORIAL AGREEMENT 

 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

& 

VETERANS MEMORIAL COMMITTEE  

SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 
 

 
This VETERAN'S MEMORIAL AGREEMENT (this "Agreement”), is entered into as of this  

  day of  , 20  , by and between the City of Sandstone, a 

Minnesota municipal corporation and political subdivision, located at 119 - 4th Street, 

Sandstone, Minnesota 55072, (the “City”), and the Sandstone Veterans Memorial 

Committee ("SVMC"), located at ________________________________. 

 

 
WITNESSETH 

 

WHEREAS, the City owns and maintains a municipal park referred to as Train Park located at 
301 Main Avenue; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City approved the site plan and design concept of the Sandstone Veterans 
Memorial to be placed in Train Park in 2005; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City recognizes that the construction process and maintenance of the memorial 
site shall was funded solely with monies made available through donations and fundraising 
efforts of the SVMC; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City and SVMC are ready, willing and able to enter into an agreement for the 
continued maintenance of the Sandstone Veterans Memorial at Train Park on the terms and 
conditions as set forth in this Agreement. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants set forth herein, 
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby 
acknowledged, the parties hereto agree as follows: 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 

As used in this Agreement, the following terms have the following meanings: 
 

“Memorial” shall mean the Sandstone Veterans Memorial, located in Train Park in the City. 



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – January 2, 2019 

Page 60 of 82 

"Premises” shall mean the site of the Sandstone Veterans Memorial in Train Park, Sandstone, 
Minnesota. 

 
"Term" shall mean a calendar year increment of this Agreement. 

 
TERM OF AGREEMENT 

 
This Agreement shall continue hereafter in perpetuity for additional Terms until such time as the 
SVMC is disbanded or no longer able to fund any material maintenance obligations under this 
Agreement. 

 
The Term of this Agreement may be altered, changed, extended or otherwise modified as 
mutually agreed to in writing by all parties to this Agreement. 

 
TERMINATION 

 
This Agreement may be terminated: 

 
At the option of either party, in the event that any material portion of the Memorial shall be 
condemned, fully or partially destroyed or damaged by natural disaster or fire, or if insurance 
proceeds are insufficient to repair the Memorial after a natural disaster, fire or accident. 

 
Termination of this Agreement shall be without prejudice to any outstanding obligations of the 
parties accrued hereunder through the effective date of termination, and any claims for damages 
arising out of the event or cause constituting the basis for such termination, including, without 
limitation, in the event of the SVMC's breach, the City’s right to require the immediate payment of 
all material obligations. 

 
OWNERSH IP AND USE OF PREMISES 

 

The City shall retain ownership of the park property upon which the Memorial stands. 
 
The City and SVMC shall meet as necessary to discuss capital improvements for the Memorial. No 
party shall construct or place additional objects or monuments in addition to what is identified in 
the original site plan and design concept without the express written consent of all parties. 

 

The SVMC may use the Premises for conducting veteran or military service appreciation ceremonies at 
its discretion. 

 
The Premises shall remain part of a City-owned public park and therefore shall remain available 
and open to the general public during park hours. 

 
INSURANCE 

 
The City agrees to secure property insurance coverage for the Memorial and the Premises. 
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The SVMC agrees that they will not use or permit upon said Premises, any person, place, thing, or 
any activity that will invalidate any policies of insurance now or hereafter carried on said Premises 
and property. 

 
MAINTENANCE OF MEMORIAL GROUNDS AND STRUCTURES 

 

The SVMC shall oversee any and all costs associated with capital maintenance and improvements 
deemed necessary to secure the safety and good repair of the Memorial and Premises. Such 
improvements include but are not limited to general upkeep of the Premises and minor repairs of 
the Memorial and the surrounding area. 

 
Notwithstanding the placement or replacement of paving blocks, the SVMC shall make no 
alterations or capital improvements in or to said Premises without prior written consent of the City. 

 
The SVMC shall comply with all reasonable requests of the City and its agents concerning conditions 
of the Premises and its maintenance. 

 

In the event that the SVMC fails to maintain the Premises to the satisfaction of the City, the City 
reserves the right to facilitate the cleanup and/or maintenance deemed to be reasonably necessary. 
Before any remedial action is taken, the City will provide written notification of any unsatisfactory 
condition to the SVMC and allow reasonable time to correct the unsatisfactory condition. In the 
event that the City deems it necessary to take such remedial action, the SVMC shall be liable to the 
City for all costs incurred by the City in cleaning and/or maintaining the premises. The City will send 
a written invoice to SVMC, with payment terms enclosed. 

 
The City shall be responsible for general maintenance of the park property outside of the 
perimeter of the Memorial. 

SUPPLIES 

 
The SVMC shall furnish, at their own expense, all flags/banners representing armed services and 
POW/MIA. 

 
DONATIONS AND FUNDRAISERS 

 
The SVMC shall be solely responsible for conducting fund raising drives. 

 
All donations solicited by the SVMC shall be the property of the SVMC to use at its discretion. 

 
COMPLIANCE WITH LAW 

 

Each party hereby agrees to comply with all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations of any federal, 
state, county, municipality or other government authority in connection with the exercise of the 
rights and performance of the maintenance obligations hereunder. 

 

The SVMC shall comply with all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations applicable to the 
maintenance and use of the Memorial. 
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REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES 

 

The City hereby represents and warrants that: 
 

1. It has all necessary rights, licenses and authorization to carry out the terms of this 
Agreement; 

 

2. It has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and to make and perform its 
covenants, representations and undertakings contained herein; and 

 
3. The individual who has signed this Agreement on behalf of the City has been duly 

authorized to do so. 
 
The SVMC hereby represents and warrants that: 

 

1. It has all necessary rights, licenses and authorization to carry out the terms of this 
Agreement; 

 

2. It has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and to make and perform its 
covenants, representations and undertakings contained herein; and 

 

3. The individual who has signed this Agreement on behalf of the SVMC has been duly 
authorized to do so. 

 
INDEMNIFICATION 

 

Each party shall defend, indemnify and hold harmless the other party and its officers, directors, 
employees and agents from and against any and all costs, claims, damages, losses, liabilities and 
expenses including, but not limited to, reasonable attorney's fees, arising out of or related to any 
breach or non-performance by the indemnifying party of any of its maintenance obligations under 
this Agreement. 

 
Furthermore, each party mutually agrees to indemnify and refund to each other all such sums, which 
the respective party may be obligated or adjudged to pay, including attorney’s fees and costs, on such 
actions, claims, or demands within thirty (30) days after written request for such indemnification. 

 

Failure to comply with the terms of indemnification as outlined herein may result in 
termination of this Agreement at the option of the non-breaching party. 

 
FORCE MAJEURE 

 
No party shall be liable to the other because of any failure to perform under this Agreement to the 
extent that such failure is caused by fire, earthquake, flood or any other acts of God, governmental 
regulations or restrictions, governmental taking, vandalism, strike, labor stoppage or any other 
cause or condition, whether similar or dissimilar to any foregoing, beyond the reasonable control of 
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such party. 
 

Any termination under this section shall be without prejudice to the outstanding maintenance 
obligations of the parties accrued hereunder prior to the effective date of termination. 

 
RELATIONSHIP OF PARTIES 

 
Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to create any relationship of joint ventures, partners, 
principal and agent, or otherwise between the parties. 

 
No party shall have the right, or shall purport in any manner, to create any obligation on behalf 
of the other party, except as otherwise expressly described in this Agreement. 
 

NOTICES 

 

Any notices, requests, demands or other communications required or permitted under this 
Agreement shall be in writing and shall be deemed to have been given when delivered 
personally, two (2) business days after being deposited with a recognized overnight courier 
service with all charges prepaid or billed to the sender, or three (3)business days after being 
mailed by certified mail, return receipt requested, addressed to the party being notified at the 
address of such party first set forth above, or at such other address as such party may hereafter 
and therefore have designated by notice; provided, that any notice and change of address shall 
not be effective until its receipt by the party to be charged therewith. 

 
GENERAL 

 

Neither this Agreement nor any of the terms or conditions hereof may be waived, amended or 
modified except by means of a written instrument duly executed by the party to be charged 
therewith. 

 

Any waiver or amendment shall only be applicable in the specific instance, and shall not 
constitute or be construed as a waiver or amendment in any other subsequent instance. 

 

No failure or delay on the part of either party in respect of any enforcement of its maintenance 
obligations hereunder shall in any manner affect such party’s right to seek or effect the enforcement 
at any other time or in respect of any other required performance. 

 
Neither this Agreement, nor any rights or obligations hereunder, may be assigned by any party 
without prior written consent of all other parties. 

 

The captions and paragraph headings used in this Agreement are for convenience of reference only, 
and shall not affect the construction or interpretation of this Agreement or any of the provisions 
hereof. 

 

This Agreement and all matters or disputes relating to the validity, construction, performance or 
enforcement hereof, shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of 
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Minnesota. 
 
This Agreement shall be binding upon and shall inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and permitted assigns. 

 

This Agreement may be executed in any number of counterparts, each of which shall be deemed 
to be an original hereof, but all of which together shall constitute on and the same instrument. In 
the event of any dispute under or arising out of this Agreement, the prevailing party in such 
dispute shall be entitled to recover from the non-prevailing party or parties, in addition to any 
damages and/or other relief that may be awarded, its reasonable costs and expenses, including 
reasonable attorney’s fees, incurred in connection with prosecuting or defending the subject 
dispute. 

 

This Agreement constitutes the sole and entire agreement and understanding between the parties 
hereto as to the subject matter hereof, and supersedes all prior discussions, agreements and 
understandings of every kind and nature between them as to such subject matter. 

 

This Agreement is intended for the sole and exclusive benefit of the parties hereto and their 
respective successors and permitted assigns, and no other person or entity shall have any right to 
rely on this Agreement or to claim or derive any benefit here from absent the express written 
consent of the party to be charged with such reliance or benefit. 

 
If any of the provisions of this Agreement are held to be invalid or unenforceable, either in its 
entirety or by virtue of its scope or application to given circumstances, such provision shall 
thereupon be deemed modified only to the extent necessary to render same valid, or not 
applicable to given circumstances, or exercised from this Agreement, as the situation may require; 
and this Agreement shall be construed and enforced as if such provision had been included herein 
as so modified in scope or application, or had not been included herein, as the case may be. 

 

SIGNATURES IN EXECUTION OF AGREEMENT 

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement and affixed their seals as of the 
day and year first set forth above. 

 
 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

 

   Date:   
Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 
   Date:   
Attest: Kathy George, City Administrator 
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SANDSTONE VETERANS MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 

 
   Date:   
 

 

   Date:  
Witness
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