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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 20, 2019  

6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

5. Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 

 

6. Public Hearings / Presentations:  

 

a. Special Assessments – Unpaid City Services (pgs. 3-5) 

b. Municipal Water System Improvements (pgs. 6-8) 

 

7. Consent Agenda:  

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes:  January 2, 2019 Regular Council Meeting (pgs. 9-15) 

b. Approval of Meeting Minutes:  January 30, 2019 Special Council Work Session (pgs. 16-23) 

c. Approval of Meeting Minutes:  February 4, 2019 Special Council Meeting (pgs. 24-27) 

d. Approval of 2020 – 2022 New Assessment Agreement (pgs. 28-29) 

 

8. Old & Continuing Business: 

 

a. River Bluff Street Reconstruction Project (pgs. 30-38) 

 

9. New Business 

a. Ordinance No. 20190220-01 Amending City Code Section 200.01 Regular and Special Meetings of 

the Sandstone City Council (pgs. 39-40) 

b. 2019 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization – Set Date (pgs. 41-42) 

c. January 30, 2019 Council Work Session Follow Up Items  

d. 2020 Fire Department Budget / Formula (pgs. 43-52) 

e. Fire Call Fees (pgs. 53-54) 

f. Public Safety Open Forum (pg. 55) 

g. Habitat for Humanity – Set Special Council Meeting (pg. 56) 

h. John Wright Building (pg. 57) 

 

10. Reports 

a. Sheriff’s Deputy Report – January 2019 (pgs. 58-64) 

b. Fire Department Report – January, 2019 (pg. 65) 

i. Relief Association Meeting – January 28, 2019 (pgs. 66-68) 

ii. Mutual Aid Agreement – Brook Park (pgs. 69-73) 

c. Library Report – January, 2019 (pg. 74) 

d. Sandstone History and Arts Center Meeting – January, 2019 (pgs. 75-76) 

e. Park & Rec Commission Meeting – February 8, 2019 (pgs. 77-80) 

i. Matching Funds for Legacy Grant (pg. 81) 

f. Planning Commission Meeting – February 13, 2019 (pgs. 82-83) 

i. Set Joint Meeting Date (pg. 84) 

g. Rental Inspection Report – January, 2019 (pg. 85) 

AGENDA CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE… 

Comments from Visitors must be 

informational in nature and not 

exceed (5) minutes per person   
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h. Building Inspection Report – December, 2018 and January, 2019 (pgs. 86-87) 

i. Streets & Parks Supervisor Report – December, 2018 and January, 2019 (pgs. 88-91) 

j. PeopleService Report – December, 2018 and January, 2019 (pgs. 92-108) 

i. Sewer Rodder (pg. 109) 

k. Financial Reports  

i. Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report – December, 2018 and January, 2019  

(pgs. 110-111) 

ii. A/P Clerk Claims – January, 2019 (pgs. 112-120)  

   

11. Written Notices and Communications 

a. Hinckley Visitor’s Guide Ad (pg. 121) 

b. Thank You Letter from Northern Lights Express Alliance (pg. 122) 

c. Thank You Letter from Initiative Foundation (pg. 123) 

 

12. Administrator’s Report 

 

13. Adjourn 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS / ITEMS OF INTEREST 

February 18 OFFICE CLOSED – PRESIDENTS’ DAY 

February 19 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. – Regional Transportation Coordinating Council Public Meeting 

February 20 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

February 23 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. – City Skate & Slide at Lions Hill 

February 26 6:00 p.m. – Local Government Officials Meeting 

February 27 10:00 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

February 27 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

March 5 Primary Election – If Necessary 

March 6 6:00 p.m. – Special Council Meeting – Habitat for Humanity Presentation 

March 8 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting 

March 12 7:00 p.m. – Public Safety Public Forum 

March 13 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 

March 19 Special Election 

March 20 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

March 27 10:00 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

March 27 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting   
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing: Assessments for Unpaid Charges 

 

BACKGROUND: Notice has been published in the Pine County Press. 

 

The following properties are proposed to be assessed for unpaid city 

services: 

 

Parcel ID  Property Description City Service Total 

45.5626.000 Sect-16 Twp-42 R-20 Thorvigs Addition Lot-1 Block-1 Sewer Cleaning $275.00 

45.5024.000 Sect-15 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Lot-14 Block-3 Lawn Mowing $140.00 

45.5351.000 Sect-10 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Quarries Lot-7 Block-16 Lawn Mowing $160.00 

45.5463.000 Sect-10 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Quarries Lot-7 Block-28 Lawn Mowing $142.50 

45.5445.000 Sect-10 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Quarries Lots 7-10, Block 26 Lawn Mowing $215.00 
 

  

ATTACHMENTS Resolution 20190220-01 Adopting Assessment for Unpaid Charges 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Open Public Hearing 

Call for Comments from the Public 

Close Public Hearing 

Discuss 

Adopt Resolution 20190220-01 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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RESOLUTION 20190220-01 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING ASSESSMENT FOR UNPAID CHARGES 

 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to proper notice duly given as required by law, the City Council has 

met, heard, and passed upon all objections to the proposed assessments for unpaid charges for 

municipal fees and utilities; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the amounts of bad debt have been minimized through diligent collection 

efforts by staff, 

 

 NOW THEREORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SANDSTONE, 

MINNESOTA: 

 

Such proposed assessment for unpaid charges, a copy of which is hereby attached as Exhibit 1 and 

made a part hereof, is hereby accepted and shall constitute the assessments against the lands named 

herein. 

 

Such assessment shall be payable over a period of one year on or before the first Monday of 

January. 

 

The owner of the property so assessed may, prior to certification of the assessment to the County 

Auditor, pay the whole of the assessment on such property, to the City Clerk.  Such payment must 

be made before November 30, 2019. 

 

The Clerk shall forthwith transmit a certified copy of this assessment roll to the County Auditor to 

be extended on the property tax lists of the county and such assessment shall be collected and paid 

over in the same manner as property taxes. 

 

Adopted by the Council this 20th day of February, 2019. 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Mayor 

 

 

       ___________________________________ 

       City Clerk 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

RESOLUTION NO. 20190220-01 

EXHIBIT 1 

 

Parcel ID  Property Description City Service Total 

45.5626.000 Sect-16 Twp-42 R-20 Thorvigs Addition Lot-1 Block-1 Sewer Cleaning $275.00 

45.5024.000 Sect-15 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Lot-14 Block-3 Lawn Mowing $140.00 

45.5351.000 Sect-10 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Quarries Lot-7 Block-16 Lawn Mowing $160.00 

45.5463.000 Sect-10 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Quarries Lot-7 Block-28 Lawn Mowing $142.50 

45.5445.000 Sect-10 Twp-42 R-20 Townsite of Sandstone Quarries Lots 7-10, Block 26 Lawn Mowing $215.00 

 

 

(STATE OF MINNESOTA) 

 

COUNTY OF PINE)   ) ss.       Authentication Certificate 

 

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified City clerk of the City of Sandstone, certify that the 

attached Resolution of the City Council adopting a certification for unpaid charges under the 

Public Utilities Ordinance, is a true copy of the original, of which is on file at the City of 

Sandstone. 

 

 

Dated this 20th day of February, 2019 
 

 
 

 Seal 

________________________________ 

 

City Clerk/Administrator 

City of Sandstone 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Public Hearing: Municipal Water System Improvements 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council had determined to move ahead with a capital 

improvement project that will include: 

• Upgrades at Well #1 and #2 to improve redundancy and reliability 

• A second water main between the water treatment plant and the 

water tower 

• Looping water main to Medical/Business Park and portions of the 

City west of the BNSF Railroad Tracks 

 

These projects are all listed on the MN Dept of Health Intended Use 

Plan and have scored well for anticipated Public Finance Agency 

funding (which would likely be in the form of a loan). 

 

SEH submitted a pre-application for a grant from the Small Cities 

Development Program on behalf of the City.  The project fell into the 

“competitive” category and, therefore, is able to move forward with a 

full application.  Applications are due February 28th.   

 

A public hearing is required, along with adoption of a Citizen 

Participation Plan.  The public hearing notice was published in the Pine 

County Courier.  SEH Engineer Greg Anderson will attend the meeting.  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Citizen Participation Plan template 

Resolution 20190220-02 Authorizing the Application for funding 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Open Public Hearing 

Call for Comments from the Public 

Close Public Hearing 

Discuss 

Approve Citizen Participation Plan 

Adopt Resolution 20190220-02 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Resolution No. 20180220-02 
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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

January 2, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Palmer and Devlin   

Members absent: None 

Staff present: Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present:  Andy Spartz, Fire Chief, Nick Eberhardt - Sandstone Fire Department, Deputy 

Boston Gilderman – Pine County Sheriff’s Department, and Tom Miller with Fire Safety USA. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recited pledge of allegiance. 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the addition of MN DOT TH123 

Project under Old Business.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

The staff received calls about a vehicle without wheels being parked between houses.  The deputies 

have contacted the owners several times and letters have gone out.  There was a vehicle in a 

parking lot on blocks, which has now been removed.  The Credit Union notified the City regarding 

the light that illuminates the business park sign; staff has redirected the light.  After a month, the 

deputies can issue citations now that the City’s ordinances have been loaded into the County’s new 

system.  There have been calls about dogs being outside in the extreme cold – letters have gone out 

to the owners.  The downtown sidewalks have been difficult to navigate after the snow plow and 

sweeper goes by.  However, positive comments were also received about plowing after the recent 

snowfalls. 

 

ADMINISTER OATH OF OFFICE:  

Administrator George administered the Oath of Office to newly elected council members Spartz 

(Mayor), Devlin, Palmer, and Franklin. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 

a) Approval of Meeting Minutes from December 5, 2018; 

b) Adopt Resolution 20190102-01 – Designate official polling place as the Community 

Worship Center at 114 Minnesota Street for 2019 elections; 

c) Adopt Resolution 20190102-02 – Designate official depositories as Members 

Cooperative Credit Union, Northview Bank, and RBC Capital Markets, LLC, for 

2019; 

d) Designate City Attorney as Sarah Sonsalla, Kennedy & Graven for 2019; 

e) Designate the City Engineer on a project-by-project basis for 2019; 

f) Designate City Council meeting dates for 2019 being Jan 2, Feb 20, March 20, April 

17, May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, September 18, October 16, November 20, and 
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December 18, (a change to the 3rd Wednesday of the month); and 

g) Designate Richard Drotning as Building Official to administer Building Code.   

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Devlin, second Palmer, to designate the official newspaper as the Pine County 

Courier, for 2019.  Motion carried 4-0; Franklin recused himself noting a conflict of interest. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

MnDOT TH123 Project 

There seems to be an existing alley entrance between Washington and Division Street.  MnDOT 

will be changing the typical section to add curb and gutter, and sidewalk.  They want to know if the 

City is interested in keeping the alley access at this location.  It was noted that the current location 

of the access is actually north of the platted alley on that block, and what appears to be the alley 

access is on private property.  Council Members noted that there used to be a mobile home on the 

lot, which has since been removed.   

 

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to inform MnDOT that a curb cut is not necessary in this 

area.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

MN DOT also asked for clarification regarding access to Chris’ Foods.  MN DOT’s project will 

include adding sidewalk from Phase to Old Military Road (passing in front of Chris’ Foods).  

Council Members agreed that there are no current plans to add sidewalk sections on Minnesota or 

Ashley.   

 

Administrator George also reported that MN DOT is taking the Council’s comments about 

widening the shoulders between Old Military Rd. and Casey’s Convenience Store under 

consideration.     

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Appoint or Affirm Board, Commission, Committee Members for 2019.  The following positions 

are up for re-appointment: 
(1) Randy Riley, Rene Stadin, and Cassie Gaede to the Planning Commission  

(2) Phillip Kester as Deputy Mayor  

(3) Matt Anderson to the EDA  

(4) Dave Barsness and Karry White to the Park & Rec Commission  

(5) Kathy George to the Fire Department Relief Association  

 

It was noted that the renter representative on the Rental Appeals Board has moved out of town; 

therefore, another renter is needed.    

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the appointments.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 

Consider Resolution 20190102-03 – Adopt 2019 Fee Schedule 

Administrator George would like to hold off on making any changes to the fire call fees due to 

some other changes that will be presented to Township representatives at the Feb 4 meeting 

regarding the 2020 Fire Formula.  There was a great deal of discussion regarding fire fees.   
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The City did away with licensing animals and it does not have the facilities to keep animals; 

however, the impound fees will remain on the Fee Schedule.  Council asked for more information 

on the Flammable liquid storage fee.  It was acknowledged that Special Event Permits are required 

but there is no fee.   

 

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the 2019 Fee Schedule as presented.  Motion 

carried 5-0.  However, Council Members would like to discuss the fire call fees at the March 

meeting. 

 

Consider Ordinance 20190102-01, Establishing a 4-Year Term for Mayor 

The Council has been discussing the length of the Mayor’s term.  Currently, it is a 2-year term; 

however, the Council Members have a 4-year term. In checking with other cities of all sizes, it was 

found that 40 of them had 4-year terms and 15 had 2-year terms. Several of these are considering 

changing to 4-year terms.  

One reason for changing to a 4-year term is to provide more stability on the Council. It also would 

require the same commitment for someone who wanted to run for Mayor as for someone who 

wanted to run for Council. At the December Council Meeting, staff was directed to bring a 

proposed Ordinance to the January Council Meeting. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Franklin to approve Ordinance 20190102-01 Establishing a 4-Year 

term for Mayor commencing with the 2020 election.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 

REPORTS:  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report 

Deputy Gilderman explained the difficulty in giving out citations to problem houses with the new 

County computer system.  He stated that they have been keeping busy and went over some of the 

occurrences in the City.  In the last 4 months, they have had 8 open warrants.  That is down to two 

in the city.  Twenty-seven parking warning tickets were given out before the snow storm.  That 

helped staff with fewer cars parked on the streets when they were plowing.  This week is Ice-Fest 

at Robinson Park which will bring about 200 people who will need overflow parking.  The Council 

asked about various issues around town.  The barricades on the north railroad crossing don’t seem 

to be working correctly. 

 

Fire Department – December, 2018 

The Department had 6 calls during the month of December:  2 medical assists, 1 false alarm, 1 

cancelled en route, 1 building fire, and 1 motor vehicle accident with injuries.  They also 

conducted 1 training session on Incident Command.  The Department is planning a training burn at 

1114 Birch Ave on Saturday, January 26th.     

 

Fire Chief Andy Spartz talked to the Council about acquiring a newer (used) Fire Engine.  They 

would like to trade their 1996 Freightliner Engine truck for a 1992 Freightliner 65’ Ladder truck, 

along with a cash payment of $7,500.  The Department will also incur costs of $2,000 to upgrade 

emergency lighting and badging, $285 for fire pump testing/certification, and $575 for ladder 

testing/certification.  Once the vehicle is acquired, the only additional maintenance cost is the 

annual ladder testing/certification cost.  The Department will lose about 700 gallons of water tank 

capacity.  The money to pay for the engine will come from the equipment fund. 
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The 1992 is a little older than the current 1996 truck, but the ladder is the main attribute that the 

fire department would be gaining.  Currently, the closest ladder trucks are in Pine City and Moose 

Lake.  This 1992 truck would give the Fire Department the capability to reach the third story of a 

building, which is questionable with the department’s ground ladders.  There are no rules for the 

backup fire engine as far as age goes.  Spartz explained that it is difficult to assign a value to these 

vehicles as they are specialized and no two are exactly alike.  But, for the Council’s information, 

he stated that similar 1996 vehicles are on-line for $35,000 - $45,000.  Similar 1992 ladder trucks 

are on-line for $65,000 - $110,000.   

 

The complication in the acquisition is that the Fire Hall’s doors are a few inches too short.  The 

Streets & Parks Department Supervisor is in favor of exchanging space as their garage door is high 

enough.  This would allow some of the Street Dept equipment to be stored in town.  There is also 

an overhead water supply pipe in the Fire Hall that is 2” too low to allow the engine inside.  

Renovations to the building might solve these problems.  Administrator George will relay this 

information to the architects who are currently working on plans and specifications for 

improvements to the Fire Hall.   

 

Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve the purchase of the 1992 Freightliner 65’ Ladder 

Truck, the exchange of the 1996 Freightliner Engine truck, along with the payment of $7,500 

and the additional expenses of $2,860 for testing and upgrades.  Motion 5-0. 

 

Library Report – December 2018 

The library started off this year by doing an inventory, the last one having been ten years ago.  The 

Library Book Club, Story time and the Friends of the Library all had Christmas parties during the 

month.  The Friends sponsored the classical guitarist Samuel Hines who performed a holiday 

concert.  There was a sweet story in the report about a young girl who missed seeing Santa Clause.  

When asked what she would have asked for, she replied “my own library card” which she did 

receive.  The library served 1,075 patrons and answered 168 questions during the month of 

December. 

 

Planning Commission Meeting – December 12, 2018 

The Planning Commission continued their work on rewriting the zoning ordinance.  Once all the 

districts have been gone through and redefined, it would be a good idea to have a joint meeting 

with the City Council.   

 

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – December 14, 2018 

The Watershed Mural Project’s grant deadline was extended to June 30, 2019.  The warming house 

attendant is working out well.  She is happy to be there and loves the kids.  The skating rink has 

been flooded.  On the Park Commission, three members have formed a sub-committee to look at 

the KREEC site.  Council Member Devlin asked about ATV usage in the future.  He believes that 

it would be a great way to bring in 4-wheeler enthusiasts.  The Administrator noted that the sub-

committee is looking at a possible land swap with the DNR. 

 

The Administrator reported that the Legacy Grant application was not approved.  The biggest 

problem was the City’s match which was only 5%.  Originally, the City submitted the application 

with no match.  For the subsequent application, the project was scaled back and the match was 
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raised.  The City received points for need, accessibility and all the things the plan is providing; 

however, the application would score better if the match were increased.  The next application 

deadline is in July. 

 

Veterans Memorial Agreement 

The Veterans Memorial is located on City-owned property at Train Park. The local Veterans 

Memorial Committee maintains the memorial. Recently, the question of insurance came up. 

Specifically, who is responsible for insuring the memorial. After Finance Officer Lois Newey did 

some research and talked with the City’s insurance agent, it was determined that the Veterans 

Memorial is covered under the City’s current policy as Property in the Open.  

 

This whole discussion brought up the question of whether or not there is a written agreement 

between the City and the Veterans group. There is not. So, staff created a proposed agreement for 

consideration.  It was given to the Veteran Memorial Committee and the Park Commission.  The 

Park Commission suggested it be approved pending the Veteran Memorial Committee’s approval.  

The Veterans Memorial Committee has also approved the agreement.   
 

The Administrator reviewed the document, stating that the City retains ownership of the park 

property, the City and the Vets Memorial Committee will meet as necessary to discuss capital 

improvements, the Vets Memorial Committee can use the property for conducting veteran or 

military service appreciation ceremonies, the property remains part of the City-owned public park, 

the City agrees to secure property insurance coverage, the Vets Committee oversees any and all 

costs associated with maintenance and improvements to the Memorial, the Vets Committee will 

furnish all flags/banners and will be responsible for conducting fund raising drives. 

 

Motion Palmer, second Devlin to approve the Veteran’s Memorial Agreement which covers 

term of agreement, termination of agreement, ownership and use of premises, insurance, 

maintenance of memorial grounds and structures, supplies, donations and fundraisers, 

compliance with laws, representations and warranties, indemnification, force majeure, 

relationship of parties, notices, and several general items.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Rental Inspection Report – December, 2018 

The Administrator reviewed the report including details about compliance issues.  During 

December, one parcel was brought into compliance via re-inspection and two parcels had re-

inspections with one or more correction orders remaining.  Of the three properties who received 

certified letters last month, one has been brought into compliance one is listed for sale, and one 

will be forwarded to the County Attorney for a citation.  The Rental Inspector is working with the 

Building Official to address concerns at five properties with egress/structural concerns.  Sixty-six 

properties were sent second notices to register by 12/31/2018.      

 

One Council Member asked about how much time is given to the owner to come into compliance if 

smoke detectors are not in working condition; the Administrator will follow up.  It was noted that 

if a property is for sale and occupied, it still must be in compliance.  A question was raised about a 

program that helps with the costs of demolition and redevelopment of a property. 

 

Building Inspection Report 

The City’s building inspector has been on vacation; therefore, no report was provided. 
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Streets & Parks Supervisor Report 

The crew has been very busy with the recent snowfalls; therefore, no report was provided. 

 

PeopleService Report – November 2018 

The Administrator reviewed the report.  Mike Johnson dug a trench (part of the well head 

protection plan) down by the treatment plant and also took out a hydrant on Park Ave (was part of 

the River Bluff project).  There was a sewer backup on Old Military Road – a line collapsed.  A 

septic hauler came in and man holes were pumped out so that basements could be cleared.  Mike 

Johnson came out and repaired the line the next day.  Council Member Palmer reported that she 

received a call about sewer problems on Jefferson.  She advised the caller to call City Hall. 

 

Financial Reports 

The Council reviewed the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report from November, 2018 

and the A/P Clerk Claims for December, 2018.    

 

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to approve the November financial reports and pay claims 

the December claims.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 

League of MN Cities Insurance Trust – ADA Survey 

Every year the League of Minnesota Cities Insurance Trust comes around to the cities and meets 

with staff.  This year the focus was on ADA accessibility.  Streets & Parks Supervisor Hiler, 

Finance Officer Newey,  and Administrator George met with the representative.  The 

recommendations were included in the council’s packet.  A facility use review will be done in May 

when the inside and outside of the buildings can be accessed, along with the parks. 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items. 

Tax-Forfeited Properties 

• Mike Johnson has finished the demolition of 605 Park, 329 Minnesota, and 313 Park; 5% 

retainage is being held until spring, when the ground can be leveled and covered with 

organic material for plant growth. 

• The Fire Department plans to burn 1114 Birch on January 26th.  No date has been set for 

310 Park. 

• No bids were received for the accessory structures at the Birch and/or the Park Ave 

properties. 

Recent Calls for Bids 

• Hockey Rink – no bids received, but there were some inquiries 

• Unclaimed Property – bids are due Jan 4 

River Bluff Project – Follow Up Meeting – December 12th 

• Attendees included Mike & Matt Johnson, Greg Anderson (SEH), Steve Rose (SEH), Phil 

Kester, Pete Spartz, Kathy George, Craige Hiler, Alex Leger 

• Mike Johnson is to submit data regarding rock excavation to SHE 

• Mike Johnson is to submit class 5 load slips to SHE 

• Mike Johnson to submit televising records/as-builts so that SEH can finalize quantities 

MCCU Sewer Service Line 
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• Problem occurred in March and again in December 

• SEH is reviewing data to determine if the problem is in the stub the City’s contractor (RL 

Larson) laid – that project is still under warranty 

SCDP – Infrastructure Funding (Water Loop Project) 

• SEH submitted a pre-application for the Water Loop Project 

• The City’s project was determined to be “competitive” and, therefore, invited to submit a 

full application (due February 28) 

• Staff is meeting with SEH on January 10th to work on the application 

• This could result in a $600,000 grant for the project 

School Lots 

• Staff has communicated with Andy Almos about acquiring the 4 lots next to The Rock 

• Staff will attend the January 14th School Board Meeting 

East Central Regional Transportation Coordinating Council 

• Public Meeting – February 19, 4:00 p.m. at Sandstone City Hall.  MnDOT is trying to get 

regions to come up with solutions to transportation challenges.  A regional dispatch center 

is one of the ideas that has been put forward.  The Council Members were invited to the 

meeting on February 19. 

LMC Experienced Officials Leadership Conference 

• Coming up in February 

Pine County Local Government Officials Meeting 

• January 29 at 6:00 p.m. 

Managed IT Services 

• Proposals received from Revnet (current provider) and CW Technology 

• Cost is $600/month 

• Included in 2019 budget as an IT line item 

• Would like to move forward with CW Technology 

Council Chamber Furniture 

• Quote to replace the tables: $4,412.73 

• 2018 budget allowed for expense of $3,990.00 

• 2017 budget had remaining funds of $1,400.00 

• The furniture that the Administrator is looking at is on wheels to facilitate reconfiguring. 

 

Motion Kester, second Spartz to order the tables.  Motion carried 5-0.  Council Members 

would like the chairs replaced as well.  The Administrator will get prices and bring the information 

to a future meeting. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 8:14 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor  

 

        ____________________________ 

        Kathy George, Administrator 
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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING – COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

Wednesday, January 30, 2019, 2:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  The meeting was called to order by Mayor Spartz at 2:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Spartz, Palmer, Franklin, Kester, Devlin 

Members absent: None 

Staff present: Administrator George 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  All present recite the Pledge. 

 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  

 

2020 Fire Department Budget / Formula 

 

The Council reviewed the proposed 2020 Fire Department budget and formula for Townships.  The 

joint meeting with the Townships is on Monday, February 4th.  Administrator George provided a 

packet of information for Council review, noting that this information has also been sent to the 

Township Supervisors, Clerks & Treasurers with the clarification that this information is proposed.   

 

George reviewed the proposed budget, noting that expenditures decrease $11,057 (5.2%) due to a 

decrease in the depreciation/savings amount.  She noted that Fire Call billings are not included in 

the budget; therefore, they contribute to fund balance when they are collected.  George also noted 

that Fire Hall Rent is eliminated in the 2020 budget since Essentia is building a new ambulance 

garage and will no longer be renting space from the City.  Some additional minor adjustments were 

made between the 2019 budget and the 2020 proposed budget.   

 

Council Member Devlin suggested that the telephone at the Fire Hall be discontinued, since it is 

never used.  He further pointed out that internet service is provided at no charge through the City’s 

Franchise Agreement with SCI Cable.  George will follow up on this suggestion.   

 

George then reviewed the cost share allocation for the City and the covered Townships.  In the 

past, the City has been making a distribution reduction of 30% to the Townships, with the City 

then covering that additional portion.  She recommended the City phase out this reduction, starting 

with reducing the percentage to 20% in the 2020 formula.  She has conveyed this plan to the 

Townships and plans to discuss it at the February 4th meeting as well.   

 

Consensus of the Council was to proceed with the 2020 Fire Department Budget and Formula as 

presented/proposed.   

 

Fire Call Fees 

 

The Council spent a significant amount of time discussing the practice of charging for various Fire 

Department calls/services.  Discussion is summarized as follows: 

 

• Whether or not to continue to charge property owners for fire calls:  
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o Currently, the charge is $750 (minimum 1 hour) and $250 each additional hour, plus 

the cost of chemicals.   

o Some thought that property owners already pay property taxes, which pays for the 

Fire Department budget; therefore, charging them for calls is like charging them 

twice.   

o Some did not want property owners to be discouraged from calling the Fire 

Department because of a potential charge.   

o Some thought that property taxes are for the basic presence of the Fire Department 

and that those who actually use the services should pay an additional charge.   

o After much discussion, three Council Members felt that property owners should not 

be charged for fire calls, and two Council Members felt that they should be charged. 

 

• Whether or not to continue to charge for Traffic Control/Vehicle Assistance: 

o Currently, the charge is $450 

o Some noted that these situations can result in serious injury or death to the parties 

involved; therefore, sending a bill seems rather harsh and can give people a negative 

impression of the City of Sandstone and the Sandstone Fire Department. 

o Others stated that, unlike house fires, these calls typically involve people who do 

not pay taxes in the City or covered Townships; therefore, they should have to pay a 

fee. 

o The conversation turned to the question of why the Fire Department is called out to 

provide traffic control on the Interstate and on Trunk Highways, when the State has 

emergency response vehicles. 

o Consensus of the Council was to begin discussions with MN DOT and the County 

(Sheriff, Dispatch) regarding the practice of calling out the Fire Department for 

these situations – perhaps an agreement can be reached wherein the State 

reimburses the Fire Department for these calls (similar to the DNR grass fire 

agreement). 

 

• Whether or not to continue to charge for Extrication & Technical Rescue: 

o Currently, the charge is $500 per half hour. 

o Consensus of the Council was to continue charging for these services. 

o It was noted that sometimes the Fire Department has not charged for Technical 

Rescue when perhaps they should have or could have.  The incident that occurred in 

2018 with a teenager getting stuck rock climbing at Robinson Park was discussed.  

The Fire Department did not actually provide the technical rescue (others with 

appropriate equipment had to be called in); however, they were still there providing 

assistance. 

 

• Security after call (after 1st hour) was then discussed:    

o Currently, the charge is $380 minimum per hour; $350/hour per rig (minimum 1 

hour), $15 per fireman (2) per hour (minimum 1 hour). 

o This charge hasn’t been used very much and is confusing. 

o Consensus of the Council was to change it to “Scene Security - $380 minimum per 

hour; $350/hour per rig (minimum 1 hour)” and increase the $15 per firefighter to 

cover today’s cost for a firefighter. 
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o Scene Security includes securing the area for things like gas leaks, downed power 

lines, vehicle crashes (when the Fire Department is needed to control traffic, clear 

the scene for investigating personnel, etc.) 

o Clarification is needed regarding whether or not Scene Security fees kick in after 

the 1st hour, or immediately. 

o Council Member Devlin, also a member of the Sandstone Fire Department, will 

review this change with the Firefighters so that these calls will be appropriately 

coded. 

 

• Fire Call – Auto was discussed: 

o Currently, the fee is $450. 

o Consensus of the Council was to continue to charge for this service. 

 

• Fire Call – False Alarm was discussed: 

o Currently, the 1st call is no charge; the 2nd call is $350, and the 3rd call is $650. 

o It was clarified that this item pertains to hard-wired, automatic dial-out alarm 

systems.  These are typically in commercial and industrial buildings, as well as in 

the larger apartment complexes.  The purpose of the fee is to encourage entities to 

properly maintain their systems so that false alarms are kept to a minimum.   

 

These proposed changes will be brought to the February 20th Council meeting for final action.  No 

action was taken at the Work Session. 

 

Community Service Officer 

 

The Council discussed the possibility of creating a Community Service Officer.  Administrator 

George stated that the 2019 budget includes $80,000, which would cover a full-time employee with 

benefits.  On October 16th, a meeting was held with Sheriff Nelson, County Attorney Frederickson, 

County Commissioner Ludwig, Mayor Spartz, Council Member Palmer, and Administrator George 

to discuss the possibilities.  Council Members were provided with a draft position description.   

 

The following is a summary of the October 16th discussion / various points: 

 

• The Sheriff is not opposed to the idea as long as the message to the public is that the City is 

making an investment to partner with the Sheriff. 

• Two-way communication is very important. 

• First Responder / EMS Training would be helpful. 

• Other training may be helpful (i.e., a driving course). 

• Nelson, Frederickson, and Ludwig all agreed to be part of the hiring process. 

• Selecting the right candidate is key to the success of the position. 

• The basic goal of the position is for the person to be the best witness until the authorities 

arrive. 

• Perhaps a public forum should be held. 

 

The following is a summary of the January 30th discussion / questions / various points: 
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• Who would dispatch the employee? 

• Will this employee assist with traffic control? 

• Would a city-owned vehicle be provided? 

• A valid drivers license should be required; not a Commercial drivers license. 

• The draft position description needs more work. 

• This position opens the City up to additional liability. 

• Once a position is created, and someone is hired, it has been difficult for the City to 

eliminate the position (in case it didn’t work out). 

• Should the City increase the contract with the Sheriff? 

• Should the City consider starting our own stand-along Police Department? 

 

Discussion on this item then segued into the next Agenda item: Security Cameras.   

 

Security Cameras 

 

The City has been meeting with Sam Seibert, Cybert PC, and others, to discuss the possibility of 

installing security cameras in strategic areas throughout town.  The “dream” plan includes 13 

cameras, which require 10 relay locations.  Seibert’s quote for the camera infrastructure and 

installation is $27,329.15.  The City has since learned that Minnesota Power will not allow the 

equipment on their existing poles.  They provided a rough estimate of $2,000 - $5,000 for them to 

install new poles that would then belong to  the City.  This would bring the total project cost to 

$76,000 on the low end and $145,000 on the high end.   

 

The following is a summary of the discussion / questions / various points: 

 

• Perhaps the cameras can be placed on various buildings (not necessarily City-owned) 

throughout town. 

o Some are not in favor of this idea and would like the cameras to be located on City-

owned property. 

• Does the fact that cameras are in place actually deter criminals from activity? 

• Can the poles be placed by someone else (not Minnesota Power) at a cheaper cost? 

• Would the Chamber help pay any of the cost? 

• Would local businesses help pay any of the cost? 

• Would it make sense to scale the scope of the project down? 

• Would it make sense to have a part-time Community Service Officer and a scaled down 

version of the security camera plan? 

 

When posed with the question of hiring a CSO or providing security cameras, consensus of the 

Council in a 4-1 poll was to install security cameras if the price can be brought down to $40,000 - 

$50,000.   

 

Either way, Council Members agreed that a public forum/open house/Town Meeting on Public 

Safety should be held.  They decided to hold the forum on March 12th at 7:00 p.m.  A mass-

notification process should be undertaken to include: Facebook, the newspaper, the City website, 

Community Access Channel, a Survey Monkey to not only invite as many people as possible but to 

also gather their thoughts about Public Safety and what the City could do to improve it (increase 
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Sheriff’s contract, start our own Police Department, hire a Community Service Officer, install 

security cameras, other ideas).   

 

In the meantime, Mayor Spartz and Council Member Palmer agreed to work with George on 

refining the CSO position description.  Council Members Franklin and Devlin agreed to gather 

information regarding cheaper ways to install / place the cameras.  Mayor Spartz encouraged 

everyone to talk to local businesses and residents about their thoughts on cameras and the potential 

CSO position; and also to help promote the March 12th meeting.   

 

Business Park Special Assessments 

 

Administrator George updated the Council on the process to determine the appropriate amount to 

be assessed against the Medical/Business Park properties.  She explained that she has gone through 

all of the expenses that were coded to Funds 421 and 422 dating back to 2014, finding that many 

expenses were coded to these funds but should have been coded elsewhere.  She stated that there 

are 10 funds involved in these various expenses.  She has tied 421 and 422 out to the City’s 

financial statements and is now ready to proceed with adjustments so that expenses are applied to 

the appropriate funds.  In the meantime, she stated that funds were borrowed from other City funds 

to help off-set the expenses.  A plan or decision regarding repayment of these funds will be a future 

discussion. 

 

George is also ferreting out the various details regarding project expenses – there were two projects 

involved in the Business Park infrastructure (a 2300’ project to the Hospital District campus, and 

an additional 2600’ project to the end of Lundorff Drive).  She is finding variations in how the 

assessment amounts were determined for the lots that have been sold, and is trying to figure out the 

methodology so that the amounts to be assessed to the unsold lots can be determined.  She is 

currently reviewing the appraisal documents. 

 

Once all of this information has been sorted through (hopefully in the not-too-distant future), 

George explained, she plans to bring the details to the Council and provide some points of decision 

for the Council to determine how best to proceed.  In the meantime, the City is still waiting for the 

final reimbursement amount from the Federal EDA. 

 

Tax Forfeited Properties 

 

The City acquired 5 tax-forfeited properties, with the intention of demolishing the buildings 

(houses and accessory structures) and selling the lots to try and recoup expenses and encourage in-

fill development (new houses). 

 

Administrator George stated that the status of new home construction in Sandstone has been 

dismal.  In the last 10 years, 3 new houses have been built.  Part of the problem is the cost of 

building new houses.  The value of land and homes in Sandstone is very low; therefore, a builder 

would have to build at a loss, which isn’t likely to happen.  A person desiring to have a new home 

built has difficulty getting the financing from the bank, because the numbers don’t work out.  The 

person would have to come in with a large amount of capital – more than the typical 10% or 20% 

required. 
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George reported that on January 19th, she and Mayor Spartz met with Wayne Eller, Executive 

Director of East Central Minnesota Habitat for Humanity.  Habitat is very interested in building 

some homes here in Sandstone.  Eller would like to come and talk to the Council about it.  

Consensus of the Council was to set a Special Council meeting for Wednesday, March 6th, at 6:00 

p.m. for the purpose of meeting with Eller regarding Habitat for Humanity. 

 

George further reported that there is one person interested in 329 Minnesota.  Council Members 

discussed the parameters they would support if and when they are ready to offer the lots for sale.  

Some thought the lots could be sold for $1.00 if a time line for building a home is stipulated in the 

agreement; otherwise, the lots could be sold for the full amount the City has expended on each lot.  

Another option is to offer the lots for sale on a sealed bid process, with a minimum bid specified 

(which would be the amount the City has expended on each lot).  Some thought that all 5 lots 

should be offered at once; however, it is unknown which lots Habitat may be interested in.  

Additionally, the Fire Department plans to burn two of the houses; however, one property is 

scheduled to be burned this coming weekend and the other one won’t be burned until 

spring/summer.  Therefore, the additional costs the City will incur are not known at this time.  

Since there is one person interested in the one property, consensus of the Council was to offer the 

one parcel on an advertised sealed bid process with a stated minimum price. 

 

The Rock 

 

Administrator George provided the following update regarding the redevelopment of the old High 

School building: 

 

• The Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment was completed in 2013.  This report is no 

longer valid and must be updated.  A proposal was received from the same company that 

conducted the 2013 assessment.  They would perform the updated assessment for $2,000.  

This assessment needs to be done in order to move forward with any of the other steps 

(such as, demolition of the newer additions).   

o Consensus of the Council was to proceed with the updated assessment. 

• DEED Demolition Loan Program – Applications are due August 1st.  Updated costs to 

abate the hazards (asbestos, lead) are needed – which requires the updated Phase 1.  This 

loan can become a 50/50 grant if the property is redeveloped within 3 years.   

o George will pursue this loan program. 

• Historical Society Grants – there are several grants available through the MN Historical 

Society that would help with the following:  Building Reuse & Feasibility Study, 

Conditions Assessment & Treatment Recommendations, Historic Structure Report, 

Roof/window repairs.  Pre-applications are due July 26th, with final applications due 

September 13th.  Project start date would be January 1, 2020.   

o George will pursue these possibilities. 

• Mayor Spartz and George attended the School Board meeting on January 14th to discuss the 

4 lots the school owns that are located at the northeast corner of 7th Street and Court 

Avenue North.  Possible uses of the lots would be for a playground (moving the skatepark 

to this location and adding a basketball court and possibly a play structure) or for 

parking/green space.  School Board Members asked what the City was willing to pay for 

the lots; the response was $1.  The School Board wanted assurance that the lots would not 

be used for another school.  No decision was made by the School Board at this point.   
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• Mayor Spartz and George met with LHB Engineer Mike Fischer and two potential partners 

to discuss options and ideas for the redevelopment.  The two potential partners are working 

together on some due diligence items and we are waiting to hear back from them.   

• A phone conference has been scheduled for Friday, February 8th, at 11:00 a.m. regarding 

our request for Technical Assistance from Minnesota Housing Partnership.   

• A presentation will be made at the February 6th EDA meeting from the intern the City has 

enlisted through the UofM Center for Urban and Regional Affairs (CURA).  The intern will 

present her findings on the 12 adaptive reuse projects in rural Minnesota communities that 

she has profiled.  Notice of the presentation has been sent to the Friends of the Library, the 

Sandstone History and Art Center, the Old School Arts Center and beyond, encouraging 

interested persons to attend. 

 

John Wright Building 

 

Administrator George started a discussion with the Council about the possibility of the City 

acquiring the John Wright Building.  She would like to pursue the possibility of bringing the 

Streets & Parks Department back into the City limits, and selling the current shop building.  She 

stated that earlier last summer, she asked Mayor Spartz and Council Member Kester to go look at 

the building with her – to see if the idea is feasible.  All three agreed that the building has potential.   

 

The County has invited Administrator George to their Facilities Committee meeting on February 

6th to discuss the item.  Several Council Members expressed interest in attending.  A notice that a 

quorum may be present at the County’s Facilities Committee meeting will be posted.     

 

Wild River Townhomes 

 

Administrator George started a discussion about the possibility of offering the Wild River 

Townhomes property for sale.  She received an opinion of value from Colliers, International, and 

provided each Council Member with a copy.  She is waiting for a second opinion of value from 

Michel Commercial Real Estate International.  Both companies were recommended by Great 

Lakes Management.   

 

The Council also discussed the current bond that is held against both the Townhomes and the 

Senior Apartment properties.  The current principal amount is $2,765,000.  If the Townhomes are 

sold, the bond would need to be paid down and any remaining balance refinanced with only the 

Senior Apartment property as collateral. 

 

Consensus of the Council was to move forward with the process. 

 

Zoning Ordinance Update 

 

For the past year, the Planning Commission has been working on updating the Zoning Code.  At 

this point, the Planning Commission has taken the current 15 zoning districts and combined them 

into the 8 zoning districts that are recommended on the Future Land Use map that was created 

when the Comprehensive Plan was updated.  A joint meeting is being planned for the Planning 

Commission and City Council on Wednesday, February 13th at 7:00 p.m. 
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Union Contract Negotiation Strategy Session – Closed Session 

 

The meeting was closed in accordance with Minnesota Statutes Section 13.03, subdivision 1(b), so 

that the Council could discuss the on-going union contract negotiations.  The meeting was 

recorded, as required. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Motion by Franklin, second by Spartz, to adjourn.  Time 7:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor       

 

 

      ______________________________ 

Kathy George, Administrator 
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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING – SANDSTONE FIRE HALL 

February 4, 2019, 7:00 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  7:05 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  

Council Members present:  Pete Spartz, Phil Kester, Brandon Devlin  

Fire Department Members present: Ross Degerstrom, Nick Eberhardt, Matt Haugen, Matt Johnson, Chaz 

Mann, Andrew Wilkening 

Staff present: Administrator Kathy George 

Township Representatives present:  Jeff Schute (Danforth), Keith Carlson and Gary Hinsch (Sandstone), 

Jerry Volk (Finlayson), Dan O’Flanagan, Nick Harris and Randall Davis (Dell Grove), Bill Erickson 

(Kroschel) 

 

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:  

 

2018 Review 

 

Assistant Fire Chief Degerstrom provided information regarding 2018 fire calls and training.  The Fire 

Department received training throughout the year from Fire Instruction & Rescue Education, which is 

reimbursed through the MN Board of Firefighter Training & Education.  The Department conducted one 

training burn in 2018 and has two more planned for 2019.  There are currently 18 firefighters on the 

Department and they are always looking for more.   

 

There was some discussion about the number of firefighters reporting to calls and how that is determined.  

Attendance is reported on the State Incident forms and staff uses that information to calculate manhours for 

each entity.   

 

2019 Plans 

 

Degerstrom reported that the Department was offered a used 1992 Tele Squirt in exchange for their 1996 

Freightliner Pumper and a cash payment of $7,500.  The Tele Squirt will allow safer access to rooftops and 

will help fight fires on 2 and 3 story buildings.  Firefighters will receive additional training on the new 

equipment.  The Department is also planning to apply for FEMA funding to replace air packs. 

 

Administrator George updated the Townships on the Fire Hall repair/improvement project. The City has 

been looking into options for an air exchange/exhaust system and other steps to remedy moisture problems 

that are causing issues with mold and deterioration of the cement block walls.  In 2017, the City had some 

work done on the roof, added some gutters, and did some grading work around the building.  The City has 

contracted with an engineer/architect to design a project to address the issues and also to update the outside 

appearance of the building.  The scope of the project includes: 

 

• Replacing exterior windows and pedestrian doors 

• Exterior masonry repair and tuck-pointing 

• Replacing exterior wall paint finishes 

• Adding insulation 

• Adding a new makeup air system and dehumidification units in the Apparatus Bay 

• Adding a CO/NO2 gas detection system in the Apparatus Bay 

• Adding a condensing unit to the existing forced air furnace 

• Adding a compressed air system 
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• Modifying 1 garage door to accommodate the new ladder truck 

o Addressing the fill pipe in the ceiling 

• Siding material 

• Architectural improvements 

 

A plan sketch of the exterior design was shared.  The final plans still need to be approved by the City 

Council, and the project will be bid out.  The City plans to finance the project through MN Rural Water 

Association’s MIDI Loan Program.   

 

George reported that the City Council has been discussing Fire Call Fees.  She reviewed the following 

points Council Members had made during a recent work session: 

 

• Whether or not to continue to charge property owners for fire calls:  

o Currently, the charge is $750 (minimum 1 hour) and $250 each additional hour, plus the 

cost of chemicals.   

o Some thought that property owners already pay property taxes, which pays for the Fire 

Department budget; therefore, charging them for calls is like charging them twice.   

o Some did not want property owners to be discouraged from calling the Fire Department 

because of a potential charge.   

o Some thought that property taxes are for the basic presence of the Fire Department and that 

those who actually use the services should pay an additional charge.   

o After much discussion, three Council Members felt that property owners should not be 

charged for fire calls, and two Council Members felt that they should be charged. 

 

• Whether or not to continue to charge for Traffic Control/Vehicle Assistance: 

o Currently, the charge is $450 

o Some noted that these situations can result in serious injury or death to the parties involved; 

therefore, sending a bill seems rather harsh and can give people a negative impression of 

the City of Sandstone and the Sandstone Fire Department. 

o Others stated that, unlike house fires, these calls typically involve people who do not pay 

taxes in the City or covered Townships; therefore, they should have to pay a fee. 

o The conversation turned to the question of why the Fire Department is called out to provide 

traffic control on the Interstate and on Trunk Highways, when the State has emergency 

response vehicles. 

o Consensus of the Council was to begin discussions with MN DOT and the County (Sheriff, 

Dispatch) regarding the practice of calling out the Fire Department for these situations – 

perhaps an agreement can be reached wherein the State reimburses the Fire Department for 

these calls (similar to the DNR grass fire agreement). 

 

• Whether or not to continue to charge for Extrication & Technical Rescue: 

o Currently, the charge is $500 per half hour. 

o Consensus of the Council was to continue charging for these services. 

o It was noted that sometimes the Fire Department has not charged for Technical Rescue 

when perhaps they should have or could have.  The incident that occurred in 2018 with a 

teenager getting stuck rock climbing at Robinson Park was discussed.  The Fire Department 

did not actually provide the technical rescue (others with appropriate equipment had to be 

called in); however, they were still there providing assistance. 

 

• Security after call (after 1st hour) was then discussed:    

o Currently, the charge is $380 minimum per hour; $350/hour per rig (minimum 1 hour), $15 

per fireman (2) per hour (minimum 1 hour). 
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o This charge hasn’t been used very much and is confusing. 

o Consensus of the Council was to change it to “Scene Security - $380 minimum per hour; 

$350/hour per rig (minimum 1 hour)” and increase the $15 per firefighter to cover today’s 

cost for a firefighter. 

o Scene Security includes securing the area for things like gas leaks, downed power lines, 

vehicle crashes (when the Fire Department is needed to control traffic, clear the scene for 

investigating personnel, etc.) 

o Clarification is needed regarding whether or not Scene Security fees kick in after the 1st 

hour, or immediately. 

o Council Member Devlin, also a member of the Sandstone Fire Department, will review this 

change with the Firefighters so that these calls will be appropriately coded. 

 

• Fire Call – Auto was discussed: 

o Currently, the fee is $450. 

o Consensus of the Council was to continue to charge for this service. 

 

• Fire Call – False Alarm was discussed: 

o Currently, the 1st call is no charge; the 2nd call is $350, and the 3rd call is $650. 

o It was clarified that this item pertains to hard-wired, automatic dial-out alarm systems.  

These are typically in commercial and industrial buildings, as well as in the larger 

apartment complexes.  The purpose of the fee is to encourage entities to properly maintain 

their systems so that false alarms are kept to a minimum.   

 

George stated that no final decisions have been made.  It is anticipated that the Council will discuss this 

further at their February 20th meeting.  Comments from Township representatives include the 

following: 

 

o Agreement that the City should talk to the State about the Fire Department providing traffic 

control on State Highways. 

o The City should charge non-profits a fee for fire protection. 

o It was noted that $15,400 was billed out in 2018 by the City; with $11,200 received so far – 

these funds are not included in the budget but help to increase the Fire Fund balance and 

allow for the purchase of equipment and other needs. 

 

2020 Fire Formula 

 

Administrator George then reviewed the packet of information that had been sent to all Township 

representatives regarding the proposed 2020 Fire Formula.   

 

Proposed 2020 Fire Department Budget – The proposed budget shows total expenses of $199,815, which is 

$11,507 less than the 2019 budget.  The biggest change is in depreciation, which is $10,748 less than it was 

in 2019.  Fire Hall Rents has been eliminated because Essentia Health is building a new facility to house the 

ambulance and personnel; therefore, they will no longer be renting space at the Fire Hall.     

 

Cost Share- This sheet takes the percentage of the 5-year total manhours for each entity and the percentage 

of valuation to come up with the overall percentage for each entity that is applied to the total needed.  

George explained that in the past, a 30% reduction was applied for the townships, with the City picking up 

the balance.  The Council is considering phasing out the 30% reduction so that each Township pays their 

fair share according to manhours and valuation.  The 2020 proposed formula reduces the reduction to 20%.  

Dell Grove Township noted that their annual allocation increases by $1,388, stating that this is too much of 

an increase for them to cover.  They voiced their concern regarding this change; however, it was pointed out 
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that the City Council needs to look out for the taxpayers of the City, just like the Townships are looking out 

for their taxpayers.   

 

Market Value – This sheet shows the breakdown of each entity’s market value, along with prior 

years for comparison purposes. 

 

Fire Call Hours – This sheet shows the total fire call hours for each entity for the past 5 years, along with 

prior 5-year totals for comparison purposes. 

 

Comparison of Fees – This sheet shows a comparison of fees for each entity for each year from 2014 to 

2020.  It also shows the breakdown of Operations, Long Term Equipment Depreciation, and Building Fund 

amounts for each entity. 

 

Equipment Depreciation – This sheet shows the equipment that is being depreciated, both long term (15 

years) and short term (5 years). 

 

Equipment Fund / Bldg Rep & Maint Fund – This sheet shows the breakdown of depreciation for each 

entity, along with an accounting of the Equipment Fund, the Building Repair & Maintenance Fund, and the 

two loans the City has been paying into the fund (building improvements and fire truck purchase). 

 

It was noted that the proposed budget and formula will be finalized at the February 20th Council Meeting.      
 

ADJOURN 

 

With no further discussion, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  Township representatives were invited 

to stick around for a tour of the Fire Hall. 

 

 

 

___________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor       

 

 

      ______________________________ 

Kathy George, Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Approval of 2020 – 2022 New Assessment Agreement 

 

BACKGROUND: The City contracts with the County for property assessment 

services.  The current contract will expire in 2019.  The 

County has proposed a new 2020-2022 Assessment 

Agreement.  The proposed cost is $11.25 per parcel each 

year for all three years.  $11.25 per parcel is the current 

amount charged for 2019. 

 

The history of payments for this service follows, for your 

information: 

 

2016:  $8,979.00 

2017:  $7,380.00 

2018:  $7,354.00 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Proposed Assessment Agreement 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve proposed Assessment Agreement for years 2020, 

2021 and 2022 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: River Bluff Street Reconstruction Project 

 

BACKGROUND: The City and the Contractor have been communicating in an 

effort to clear up some of the differences regarding payment 

on the River Bluff project.  We have reached agreement on 

the following items: 

 

Rock Excavation: $6,489.00 (original request $11,430) 

Class V:  $12,064.30 (original request was $12,800.20) 

Payment for 3 signs:  $675 

Concrete curb changes:  $2,549.00 

 

Remaining items include sewer televising and as-built survey 

for final quantities. 

 

Application for Payment #5 in the amount of $10,038.40 is 

being presented for approval, along with Change Order #1 

for the additional curb work of $2,549.00. 

   

  

ATTACHMENTS Application for Payment #5 

Change Order #1 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 20190220-01 Amending City Code Section 200.01, 

Regular and Special Meetings of the Sandstone City Council 

 

BACKGROUND: The City Council changed the regular meeting dates to the 3rd 

Wednesday of the month.  Therefore, an amendment to City 

Code Section 200.01 is necessary.  Two other changes are 

proposed in accordance with Minnesota Statutes 412.191, 

subd 2 which states that  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Ordinance No. 20190220-01 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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ORDINANCE NO. 20190220-01 
CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PINE COUNTY, MINNESOTA 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER II COUNCIL – CITY, SECTION 200 COUNCIL RULES AND 
PROCEDURES, PARAGRAPH 200.01 REGULAR AND SPECIAL MEETINGS 

OF THE SANDSTONE CITY CODE 
 

 
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE ORDAINS: 
 
 
SECTION  1.  Section 200, Paragraph 200.01, of the Sandstone City Code is amended as follows: 
 
200.01.  Regular and special meetings.  Regular meetings of the council are held on the first and third 
Wednesday of each month in the council chambers of the city hall at 6:00 p.m. unless otherwise specified by 
council resolution.  Meetings may be adjourned from time to time to a specified date or subject to the call of 
the mayor or any three two members of the council upon at least 12 24 hours' notice to each member of the 
council and such other notice required by law.  Meetings of the council must be open to the public, unless 
otherwise authorized to be closed by Minnesota Statutes Chapter 13D. 
 
SECTION 2.  Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be effective immediately upon its passage and publication in 
the official newspaper of the City of Sandstone. 
 
SECTION 3.  Adoption Date. This Ordinance No. 20190220-01 was adopted on this 20th day of February, 2019, 
by a vote of ___ Ayes and ___ Nays. 
 
 
 
       CITY OF SANDSTONE 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       Peter Spartz, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Kathy George, City Administrator 
 
 
Published in the Pine County Courier February 28, 2019. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: 2019 Local Board of Appeal & Equalization 

 

BACKGROUND: Now that the City has established the local board of appeal 

and equalization, the County set the date for April 9th at 6:00 

p.m. at the Sandstone City Hall. 

 

At least one member of the board is required to have training.  

Council Member Kester has completed the training.  As of 

February 1st, the training is no longer available. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Meeting Notice 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Set a Special Council Meeting for April 9th at 6:00 p.m. for 

the purpose of conducting the Board of Appeal and 

Equalization 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: 2020 Fire Department Budget / Formula 

 

BACKGROUND: The Council discussed the proposed 2020 Fire Department 

Budget and Formula at the January 30th Council Work 

Session.  The budget and formula were then discussed with 

Township representatives at the February 4th Special Council 

Meeting. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Proposed 2020 Fire Department Budget & Formula 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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 Fire Protection          

         

  2017 2018 2019 2020  

  Description Actual Actual Budget Budget  

 REVENUES      

3437 Fire Call Billings 2,317 11,320 0 0 goes towards savings 

3438 Township Formula 52,410 51,545 56,440 64,509 Townships 

3439 Fire Hall Rents 4,200 5,700 4,200 0 

 

  

3341 City Formula - Equip 26,037 26,100 28,291 28,080      20,080 formula + 8,000 for Fire Truck pymt 

3341 City Formula - Bldg 1,663 1,663 1,643 1,728         total City contrib (from LGA) 74,467 

3341 City Formula - O&M 34,129 92,330 35,824 37,759  

3341 Add'l City Support   6,900 6,900  

3348 2% State Aid 24,020 24,690 20,000 20,000  

3621 Interest   1,076 0 0  

 TOTAL REVENUES 144,776 214,424 153,298 158,976  

             

 EXPENSES      

PERSONNEL      

4101 City Employees 5556 4,993 6,000 6,000  

4103 Regular - Officers 12,651 15,629 15,000 15,000  

4121 PERA 489 486 500 600  

4122 FICA  1,124 1,274 1,000 1,500  

4123 Medicare 263 298 250 350  

4131 Health Insurance 1,567 1,710 1,600 2,000  

4132 HCSP 107 75 125 100  

4151 Worker's Comp 8,338 8,221 8,500 8,500  

 Total 30,095 32,686 32,975 34,050  

SUPPLIES       

4207 Training & Instructional 645 996 2,000 2,000  

4210 General Supplies 106 5,700 1,000 3,000 includes retention  

4212 Motor Fuels 1,457 1,760 2,500 2,000  

 Total 2,208 8,456 5,500 7,000  

       

SERVICES       

4300 Professional Services 3,900 4,480 4,000 4,500 cleaning, physicals 

4321 Telephone 664 715 700 750  

4331 Travel Expenses 0 0 100 100  

4351 Notices & Publications 22 0 100 100  

4361 General Liab Ins 237 401  400  

4362 Property Insurance 1,613 1,961 1,800 2,000  

4363 Vehicle Insurance 2,969 2,431 3,000 3,000  

4381 Electric Utilities 2,992 2,464 3,500 3,000  

4382 Water 706 473 1,000 1,000  

4383 Gas Utilities 3,839 3,686 4,000 4,000  

4384 Refuse Disposal 356 365 500 500  

4385 Storm Water 255 255 300 300  

 Total 17,553 17,231 19,000 19,650  

       

CHARGES       
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4401 Repair/Maint-Bldg 17,228 1,234   reimbursed from savings 

 Bldg Reserve Cash Fund   5,000  transfer to savings 

4404 Repair/Maint-Equip 11,871 28,343 10,000 15,000  

4433 Dues/Subscriptions 0 774 600 800 State Fire Assoc. 

4442 Reimbursements 24,020 24,690 20,000 20,000 2% State Fire Aid 

4499 Miscellaneous 404 296 750 750 background checks, DVS check, drug test 

 Total 53,523 55,337 36,350 36,550  

       

CAPITAL OUTLAY      

4544 Capital Projects 5,682 11,388   reimbursed from savings 

4560 Equipment - Small 21,570 4,587   reimbursed from savings 

4570 Furniture & Fixtures  0   reimbursed from savings 

4580 Equipment - Large 4,224 5,105     reimbursed from savings 

 Total 31,476 21,080    

       

TRANSFERS           

4720 To - 201-1007 Repay 6,900 6,900 6,900 6,900 Building Loan 2016-2025 

4720 To - 101 - LT Equip 26,092 28,291 28,334 27,094 fire formula-City share; pymt for fire truck loan 

4720 To - 201-1007 Bldg  1,663 1,643 1,643 1,728 fire formula-City share 

4720 To - 201-1002 LT Equip 22,167 24,282 24,240 21,746 fire formula-Township share 

4720 To - 201-1007 Bldg  3,337 3,357 3,357 3,272 fire formula-Township share 

  Total 60,159 64,473 64,474 60,740   

        

TOTAL ANNUAL EXPENSES 195,014 199,263 158,299 157,990  

       

Fire Protection      

 Revenues 144,776 214,424 153,298 158,976  

 Expenditures 195,014 199,263 158,299 157,990  

 

Balance before 
Reimbursements (50,238) 15,161  (5,001) 986 4401, 4544, 4560, 4570, 4580 exp 

 Reimbursed from savings 22,910 12,622      will be reimbursed from savings 

  21,570 9,692    

 

Net change in YTD Fund 
Bal (5,758) 37,475    

       
FIRE DEPARTMENT FUND BALANCE AS OF 
12/31/2018:      

 Fire Equip - RC 208,561     

 Fire Bldg - RC 67,283     

 Cash 12,070     

 TOTAL 287,914     

       

Fire Truck Loan Balance (74,138)     

Bldg Fund Loan Balance (42,129)     
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Fire Call Fees 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

BACKGROUND: The Council discussed Fire Call Fees at the January 30th 

Council Work Session.  Two items appear to be ready for 

final action.   

 

Traffic Control/Vehicle Assistance calls are still being 

discussed as the Council would like to engage in a 

conversation with the State regarding this assistance on State 

Highways. 

  

ATTACHMENTS Summary of discussion from the January 30th Council Work 

Session 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

(1) Decide whether or not to charge property owners for fire 

calls. 

(2) Clarify the charge for Security Calls to read “Scene 

Security - $380 minimum per hour; $350/hour per rig 

(minimum 1 hour)” and increase the $15 per firefighter to 

$25 to cover today’s cost for a firefighter.  Clarification is 

also needed regarding whether or not fees kick in after the 1st 

hour or immediately. 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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• Whether or not to continue to charge property owners for fire calls:  

o Currently, the charge is $750 (minimum 1 hour) and $250 each additional hour, plus 

the cost of chemicals.   

o Some thought that property owners already pay property taxes, which pays for the 

Fire Department budget; therefore, charging them for calls is like charging them 

twice.   

o Some did not want property owners to be discouraged from calling the Fire 

Department because of a potential charge.   

o Some thought that property taxes are for the basic presence of the Fire Department 

and that those who actually use the services should pay an additional charge.   

o After much discussion, three Council Members felt that property owners should not 

be charged for fire calls, and two Council Members felt that they should be charged. 

 

• Security after call (after 1st hour) was then discussed:    

o Currently, the charge is $380 minimum per hour; $350/hour per rig (minimum 1 

hour), $15 per fireman (2) per hour (minimum 1 hour). 

o This charge hasn’t been used very much and is confusing. 

o Consensus of the Council was to change it to “Scene Security - $380 minimum per 

hour; $350/hour per rig (minimum 1 hour)” and increase the $15 per firefighter to 

cover today’s cost for a firefighter. 

o Scene Security includes securing the area for things like gas leaks, downed power 

lines, vehicle crashes (when the Fire Department is needed to control traffic, clear 

the scene for investigating personnel, etc.) 

o Clarification is needed regarding whether or not Scene Security fees kick in after 

the 1st hour, or immediately. 

o Council Member Devlin, also a member of the Sandstone Fire Department, will 

review this change with the Firefighters so that these calls will be appropriately 

coded. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Public Safety Open Forum 

 

BACKGROUND: During the January 30th Council Work Session, the Council 

discussed both the idea of creating a Community Service 

Officer position and the plan to place 13 cameras at various 

locations throughout town.  It was decided to hold a Public 

Forum on Public Safety in the hopes of gathering feedback 

from the public.   

 

The Council selected March 12th for this public forum and 

asked that it be widely publicized.  Staff has recently learned 

that the Chamber is planning a community meeting about 

Quarry Days on that same date.  Perhaps it would be best to 

select another date for the public forum.  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Select another date for the public forum 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Habitat for Humanity – Set Special Council Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND: As discussed at the January 30th Council Work Session, Habitat for 

Humanity is interested in building some homes in Sandstone.  Wayne 

Eller, Executive Director of East Central Minnesota Habitat for 

Humanity would like to give a presentation to the Council on 

Wednesday, March 6th, at 6:00 p.m.  This would be a Special Council 

Meeting.  

 

 

ATTACHMENT(S) 

None 

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION 

Set Special Council Meeting on March 6th at 6:00 p.m.  
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: John Wright Building 

 

BACKGROUND: The County and the School District are planning to end their 

use of the John Wright Building this summer.  The County 

now has full ownership of the building.  Earlier last summer, 

Mayor Spartz, Council Member Kester, and I toured the 

building to see if it would be a feasible location for the 

Streets & Parks Department.  The building is not only 

feasible for the Streets & Parks Department, but it has space 

that could be utilized for various community purposes. 

 

On February 6th, Mayor Spartz, Council Members Devlin, 

Kester, Franklin, and I attended the County’s Facilities 

Committee meeting.  The Facilities Committee members 

seemed very open to discussions with the City of Sandstone 

about the building.   

 

It would be beneficial to form a sub-committee to consider 

the purchase of the property.  I would suggest the sub-

committee consist of me, Streets & Parks Supervisor Hiler, 

and two Council Members. 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Form a sub-committee to look into the possible uses and 

purchase of the John Wright Building, and the sale of the 

current Streets & Parks Department property. 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Attached is our monthly fire activity report for January. 

 

All of our training hours were used preparing for the house burn. 
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Sandstone Fire Relief General Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting 

January 28, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 9:04 

 

ROLL CALL: Devlin, Hanson, Wilkening, Apple, Degerstrom, Haugen and Mann 

Members absent: Tyler, Eberhardt, C Johnson, M Johnson, Kester, Lekson, Chief Spartz and 

Talbot 

Staff present: Mayor Spartz, Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present: none 

 

Minutes from October 22, 2018 meeting read by recording secretary. 

 

Motion Apple, second Degerstrom to accept the minutes. Motion carried 9-0. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

Year End 2018 

The total year-end balance for the general funds was $4,864.39.  The total year-end balance for the 

special funds was $234,258.40.  This represents a ($27,204.31) net asset change.   

Investments yielded $8,800 which was just under 2.5% which for the economy was good.  Mayor 

Spartz spoke with the Galors last week.  The association had indicated they wanted to have their 

investments taken out of the SEI fund and put it in another fund.  He asked if he has authority to do 

that without having something in writing.  He is still managing the capital.  No one was sure if he 

was given the authority to change funds.  Mayor Spartz will produce a document specifically for 

that and bring it to the workshop on Wednesday that he and Devlin will be attending. 

 

Motion Degerstrom, second Haugen to approve Mayor Spartz writing up this document.  Motion 

carried 7-0. 

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to accept the treasury report.  Motion carried 7-0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Regarding firefighters insurance, money was submitted for three new firefighters but only one had 

submitted their card.  Devlin will straighten out who is insured.   

 

New Business 

Audit 

The Association received a proposal from Althoff & Nordquist to do the audit for not more than 

$3,465.00 and $405.00 for the information returns for a total of $3,870.00.  

 

Motion Haugen, second Devlin to approve Althoff & Nordquist to do the audit.   

Motion carried 9-0. 

 

Records Retention Policy 

Administrator George reported that the State has a separate records retention schedule for fire relief 

associations.  It gives guidelines on what records need to be kept and which don’t and how they 
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can be disposed of.  The benefits of adopting their retention schedule is that it is already outlined 

how to handle all the records that the Relief Association produces.  The Association can adopt their 

own schedule but it will have to be approved by the State.  The question was raised if the State has 

a method of storing the documents for the Association.  There are some things that the Association 

can petition them to take.  George offered her help in setting it up.   

 

Brandon and Apple offered to form a committee to evaluate the State’s information retention 

policy.  

 

By-laws  

The By-laws were updated in 2012 and were finally ratified by the City in the last couple of 

months.  Devlin believes it would be good to update the bylaws again.  The committee will work 

on them this year for presentation next year.  The firefights were asked regarding interest in 

shaping and molding the Relief Association?  The committee will consist of Wilkening, Mann, 

Haugen, Hanson, Apple, Devlin and Administrator George. 

 

Annual Meeting with the Townships 

Feb 4th at 7 p.m. is the annual meeting with the townships to discuss the budget and the fire 

formula.  Please attend in uniform if your schedule permits.   

 

Burn Date 

The new date for the training burn on Birch is Feb 2nd. 

 

Bills and Communications: 

Payment of board of trustees, bookkeeper and recording secretary. 

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to pay the bills.  Motion carried 9-0. 

 

Report of Committees: none 

 

Election of officers 

 Treasurer – Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to nominate (3-yr position) Hanson. 

 Trustee #1 – Motion Degerstrom, second Haugen to nominate Apple. 

 

Motion Degerstrom, second by Haugen to accept the new nominations.  Motion carried 9-0 

 

Outside training was discussed – specifically new officer training.  The costs were discussed.  

Mayor Spartz went over the accounts.  The training costs can be paid out of the special fund.  The 

payroll and audit will be paid out of this fund as well.   

 

Motion Degerstrom, second Haugen to withdraw funds from MCCU upon maturity to bring the 

account balance to $20,000.00 and deposit into the checking account (the remaining $20,000 will 

be reinvested) and to approve New Relief Board training.  Motion carried 9-0. 

 

Motion Degerstrom, second Apple to set $1,500 aside for training.  Motion carried 9-0. 

 

Adjourn  Motion Haugen, second Apple to adjourn 9:39 p.m.  Motion carried 9-0. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Mutual Aid Agreement – Brook Park 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received a request from the City of Brook Park to 

enter into a 10-year Mutual Aid Agreement for fire personnel 

and equipment.  Any party can withdraw from the 

Agreement upon thirty (30) days written notice.   

 

The proposed Agreement was prepared by the City of Brook 

Park using the League of MN Cities Model Mutual Aid 

Agreement document.  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Letter from City of Brook Park 

Proposed Mutual Aid Agreement 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Fire Chief Spartz recommends the City sign the Mutual Aid 

Agreement with Brook Park 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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January 

Sandstone Public Library 

  

It’s Hot Reads for Cold Nights time at the library and we are playing Hot Reads Bingo.  Our 

participants really like this program because it gets them out of their reading “rut” because they 

need to read genres that don’t normally read.  They find new authors as well and they love the 

February Blind Date with a Book Bingo square.  So far we have 25 participants reading. 

For the first time in a long time it was too cold for Storytime but both book clubs have managed to 

meet and engage in some very lively discussions.   

We have had 1295 patrons at the library this month and we answered 226 questions.  We held four 

children’s story times and two adult book clubs 

 

 
Jeanne Coffey, Branch Librarian 
East Central Regional Library (ECRL) 

Sandstone Public Library 

119 North Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 599 

Sandstone, MN  55072 
Phone: 320-245-2270 

http:// www.ecrlib.org  jcoffey@ecrlib.org 

  

http://www.ecrlib.org/
mailto:jcoffey@ecrlib.org
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, February 8, 2019  

 

Members present: Dave Barsness, Dorothy Dybvig, Tony Vavricka, Mary Franklin, Eric Sturtz, Karry 

White, David Chasson 

Members absent:  Council Liaison Tim Franklin 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George  

Guests: None 

 

Call to Order 

Chair Dybvig called the meeting to order at 8:05 a.m.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda 

Motion Barsness, second Franklin, to approve the agenda with one change: City Skate & Slide was 

added to New Business.  Motion passed 7-0. 

 

Minutes 

One change was made to the minutes.  The following sentence was removed from the KREEC Committee 

Update:  Chasson also stated that when the site was developed, the Audubon Center of the North Woods 

was not established.  It was clarified that the Center was established, but there was debate about whether or 

not the education component was developed.  Commissioners decided to remove the sentence entirely.  

Motion White, second Sturtz, to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2018 meeting with the 

noted change.    Motion passed 7-0.  The Park Commission did not meet in January. 

 

New Business  

 

A. Arbor Day – The City received information that the Pine County Soil & Water Conservation 

District was offering up to $500 to cities in the County to help offset the costs of an Arbor Day 

Event.  Arbor day is April 26th.    

 

 Commissioners discussed the possibilities of doing something at the KREEC site, Robinson Park, 

and/or the softball field property.  The KREEC sub-committee agreed to talk about it and bring the 

discussion back to the March meeting. 

 

B. Farmers Market Expenses – Administrator George noted that the City’s budget for the Farmers 

Market is $750.  The funds are intended to cover the cost of advertising and toilets.  In 2018, the 

total spent by the City was $1,186.  In 2017, it was $1,021; and in 2016, it was $1,280.   

 

 Commissioners discussed the need to provide toilets, with the Library, Family Pathways, and the 

Bowling Alley close by.  It was decided that it would be helpful to invite the organizer(s) to the 

March meeting to talk about the actual needs of the Farmers Market.   

 

C. Special Event Permits – Administrator George asked for discussion on the approval process for 

Special Event Permit Applications.  Current City Code states that the City Council shall review the 

applications and decide whether or not to issue the permit.  The current practice has been to bring 

the applications to the Park Commission and then the Park Commission makes recommendations to 

the City Council, with the City Council taking final action.   
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George stated that this process can be lengthy and cumbersome.  She noted that the Park 

Commission has come up with a standard list of conditions relating to the use of Robinson Park.  

She asked the Park Commission to consider recommending an amendment to City Code to allow 

the Administrator to review and approve or deny permit applications.  She stated that appeal 

language could be added for cases when the application is denied – the applicant could appeal to the 

Park Commission who will then review and situation and make a recommendation to the City 

Council.   

 

Commissioners noted that they want to be informed of Special Event Permit Applications.  This 

could be done via e-mail.  It was noted that there have been typically five recurring events at 

Robinson Park – Ice Fest, Peter Fest, Paddle Fest, Fall Climbers Fest, and Canoe-U.  Last year, 

there were quite a few Boy Scout groups using Robinson Park as well.   

 

After discussion, George was directed to bring proposed changes to the March meeting for review 

and discussion. 

 

D. City Skate & Slide Event – Commissioners discussed hosting a City Skate & Slide event to 

highlight the offerings of Lions Hill.  They decided February 23rd would be a good date, allowing 

time for advertising.  

 

Continuing Business   

 

A. Legacy Grant Application – Robinson Park – The City’s grant request was not funded.  The project 

scored 65.5 points out of a possible 100 and was “quite high in the ranking”, according to the letter 

received from the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks & Trails Commission.  Administrator George 

stated that the biggest thing that hurt our chances was the amount of local match.  We provided 

$60,000, which is 5.2% of the project cost (which is $1,154,175).   

 

In order for the City’s application to score more points, the match should be at least $115,418.  

Administrator George noted that the City has been setting aside $20,000 towards this project each 

year.  So far, through the 2019 budget cycle, $60,000 has been saved up.  Assuming another 

$20,000 will be added in the 2020 budget cycle, the local match increases to $80,000.  This still 

leaves a gap of $35,418 to earn more points.  After discussion, motion by Barsness, second by 

Chasson, to recommend the City allocate $35,500 from the KREEC fund towards the 

required match.  Motion passed 7-0.  The current balance in the KREEC fund is $77,055.31.  If 

$35,500 is used for matching funds, the balance will be $41,555.31. 

 

 

B. KREEC Site Redevelopment – Commissioners Chasson, Barsness, and Vavricka have been meeting 

to discuss the future of the KREEC site.  The following report was provided and discussed: 

 

Vision for KREEC Development – February 5, 2019 

Create opportunities for Non-motorized Outdoor Recreation and Environmental Education for 

local residents and out of town visitors 

All development will be done in a manner to maintain present natural state with minimal impact 

There will be no future logging – Tony V 

All development should consider present and future economic sustainability  

 

Possible examples that would fall under vision: 

Multipurpose Trails   - non-motorized - hike, bike, ski, horse and connectors with other trails 

and places of interest 
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Camping – primitive and developed 

Gardens – native species/bee forest management, natural history – specific sites of interest, 

outdoor skills – camp craft, orienteer, etc 

Local Arts – photography, painting, natural crafts, etc 

Use of existing building – sale, find tenant – Hostel, Campground office/store ???? 

 

Possible Partnerships 

City of SS, Banning State Park, Wild Scenic, East Central School, Audubon Center, Home 

Schools, Old School Arts, Sentence to Serve – Willow Boot Camp, Master Gardeners, SS 

Chamber, Lions Clubs 

 

Reasons for non-motorized: 

There is no historical context for the use of motorized recreation in the KREEC history. In fact 

an argument could be made that motorized recreation would be in conflict with the original 

vision(s). 

Sandstone has been establishing its latest growth and value based on its natural resources. 

Global Warming was a topic at the MN State Legislature on 1/15/19. Whether our effort to 

reduce greenhouse gases by not allowing motorized vehicles at KREEC actually will have an 

affect or be mainly symbolic is debatable but Minnesota governments of all sizes should be 

making a statement.  Ice Climbing and global warming are at odds. 

It is more challenging to include motorized recreation in the mix of multipurpose trail vs 

keeping all the options specific to non-motorized and it is questionable if the land size is 

adequate. 

 

Concern for the terrain was also noted if motorized uses were allowed – soil erosion, disturbing 

the stormwater runoff, etc. 

 

Chasson stated that he recently went skiing through the property.  He felt that some clearing could 

be finished fairly easily and people could start using the property for some of the uses mentioned 

above.  The bridge needs work and perhaps a boardwalk will be needed over the wetland areas in 

the future.  A parking area is needed, perhaps by the current KREEC building.  Perhaps some brush 

hogging could be done using volunteers or for minimal costs.  Chasson suggested the Park 

Commission think about what to do with the building and the turbine.   

 

C. Kettle River Watershed Mural Project – The grant deadline 6/30/2019.  Work is expected to 

continue as weather permits.     

 

D. Angle Park – Mayor Spartz and Administrator George attended a School Board meeting to ask 

about the 4 lots located at the northeast corner of 7th Street and Court Avenue North.  The City 

suggested the School Board sell the lots for $1.  The School Board has not made any decision at this 

time.   

 

E. Pine Avenue – Big Spring Falls –City Engineer/Inspector Steve Rose and Streets & Parks 

Supervisor Craige Hiler are working together to come up with a plan to improve the City’s portion 

of the road, along with cost estimates. 

 

F. Gin Pole – No additional updates. 

 

G. Stage at Robinson Park –We will continue to work with Mike Johnson on the possibilities as 

weather permits.   
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H. Train Park Kiosk – Work continues for designs of the following:   

• City Parks 

• Robinson Park 

• Directory of Businesses in town 

• Directory of non-profits and service organizations in town 

• Quarry Days 

• History of Sandstone 

 

I. Robinson Park Camping Statistics – There were no registrations for camping during the months of 

December or January. 

  

Other 

 

A. MN Climbers Association Update:  James Loveridge reported that they did not get to the ice lights 

this fall because they need to rebuild everything from scratch.  The volunteers who have the 

knowledge/skills to build it were too busy this fall.  They are planning to get the lights going in 

2019 and have budgeted $2,000 for the project.  They anticipate working on it in 

August/September.   

 

B. MN Conservation Volunteer Magazine:  The January-February issue included an article on Winter 

Whitewater – focusing on the people who run the Kettle River rapids all year long.  Commissioner 

Dybvig pointed out that her granddaughter is also featured in the Nordic Influence article in the 

same publication.  Her granddaughter is Olympic skier Jessie Diggins. 

 

Adjournment 

 

Motion Franklin, second Vavricka, to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 a.m. Motion passed 7-0. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Matching Funds for Legacy Grant 

 
BACKGROUND: The City has made two previous application for Legacy funds for 

improvements at Robinson Park.  The first year, the City did not include any 

matching funds.  The application was not successful.  All applications go 

through a scoring process.  If the applicant provides matching funds, points are 

awarded.   

 

For the second attempt, the City provided 5% in matching funds.  The project 

scored 65.5 points out of 100 and was “quite high in the ranking”.  We were 

encouraged to apply again and it was noted that we could increase our score if 

we increase our match.   

 

Points are awarded for match as follows: 

 

       5 points for a match of 5 – 9% 

     10 points for a match of 10 – 24% 

     15 points for a match of 25% or more 

 

The project cost estimate $1,154,175.  A 10% match would be $115,418; 25% 

would be $288,544. 

 

The City has been setting aside $20,000 towards the match each year.  So far, 

through the 2019 budget cycle, $60,000 has been saved up.  Assuming another 

$20,000 will be included in the 2020 budget, $80,000 will be saved up for this 

next application (which is due in July).  It will take an additional $35,418 to 

reach the 10-point level. 

 

The City recently harvested some timber.  The estimated value of the timber 

was about $20,000.  However, the City actually received $40,578.93 when all 

was finished.  Added to the previous balance in the “KREEC” Fund of 

$36,476.38, the new fund balance is $77,055.31.   

 

The Park Commission recommends that the City allocate $35,500 from the 

KREEC fund towards the required match.  This will leave a balance of 

$41,555.31 in the KREEC fund. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve the Park Commission’s recommendation to allocation $35,500 from 

the KREEC fund towards the Legacy Grant match for the Robinson Park 

project.  



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – February 20, 2019 

Page 82 of 123 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

February 13, 2019 

 

JOINT MEETING WITH THE SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

 

CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Members present: Steve Palmer, Andrew Spartz, Rene Stadin, Randy Riley, Cassie Gaede, Reese 

Frederickson  

Council Members: Pete Spartz, Tim Franklin, Brandon Devlin, Phil Kester 

Members absent: Council Member Val Palmer 

Staff present:  Administrator Kathy George 

Others:       None 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

AGENDA – Motion Palmer, second Frederickson, to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion 

passed 6-0. 

 

MINUTES – Motion Palmer, second Gaede, to approve the minutes from the January 9, 2019 

Planning Commission Meeting.  Motion passed 6-0.   

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

Zoning Ordinance Update.  The Planning Commission and Council met in joint session to review the 

proposed updates to the Zoning Ordinance.  Administrator George explained that the current Zoning 

Ordinance includes 14 districts.  The current Zoning Map includes 13 districts.  Some districts noted in the 

Zoning Ordinance are not included on the Zoning Map.  And some listed on the map are not included in the 

Zoning Ordinance.  She stated that the Planning Commission reviewed the current Zoning Map in 

comparison to the Future Land Use Map that was produced as part of the Comprehensive Plan update and 

decided to use the 8 districts identified on that map for the new Zoning Ordinance, with some modifications. 

 

The current Section 515.07, subdivision 1, Establishment of Districts was reviewed with the proposed 

changes annotated.  George noted that the Business Planned Unit Development District, the Residential 

Planned Unit Development District, the Recreational Vehicle District, and the Shoreland Districts are 

typically handled as overlay districts.  The Planning Commission has not discussed these districts yet.  The 

Planning Commission also still needs to discuss the Commercial Tier 3 District, which will likely be 

eliminated.  

 

The Suburban Residential District was discussed.  This district takes the place of the current Large Lot 

Rural District.   It was noted that language and requirements for Home Occupations are still being discussed 

by the Planning Commission.  The various proposed changes were reviewed.  Questions arose regarding 

Fish Houses – whether they are accessory structures, the number allowed on a lot, their location, and 

whether or not they count in the impervious surface calculation.  Staff will follow up on this and suggested 

that it might be best to cover this in the chapter that addresses storage of recreational vehicles in the General 

Conditions (515.37, subd 13) section of the ordinance.  A question was also asked about Wind Turbines – 
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whether they fall under the Tower/Antenna ordinance or whether they would be allowed.  Staff will research 

this item and report back.  

 

The Traditional Residential District was discussed.  This district takes the place of the current Low Density 

Residential and High Density Residential districts.  The various proposed changes were reviewed and 

discussed.  The parking of recreational vehicles (fish houses, boats, etc.) was discussed as well.  It was also 

noted that the Planning Commission would like to identify a place where truck tractors, semi-trailers, and 

tractor-trailers can park in town because they currently are not allowed in residential districts.  Questions 

arose regarding parking requirements for the added conditional uses of small retail corner stores and 

professional offices.  This will be addressed in the chapter that addresses parking (515.37, subd 10) in the 

General Conditions section of the ordinance.    

 

Next, the Historic Downtown District was discussed.  This district takes the place of the current Central 

Business District.  Under Permitted Uses, it was suggested to add the words “non-motor fuel” to repair 

services such as jewelry, radio, and television repair shops.  It was noted that “private clubs” should be 

defined.  [Upon review, Club or Lodge is currently defined as a non-profit association of persons who are 

bona fide members paying dues.]  Apartments are allowed as conditional uses provided they are located 

above the first floor.  Discussion revealed that they should also be allowed behind the store front, or in the 

basement.  Staff will research appropriate language.  A definition for “places of assembly” will be added to 

the ordinance.  Under Performance Standards, there is a 10-foot setback from alleys.  All agreed to add 

“platted alleys” for clarification. 

 

The Prospective Interchange Development District was then discussed.  This district takes the place of the 

current Interchange Business District.  There was discussion about the minimum square footage of 10,000 

feet for general retail and professional office spaces.  After much thought, all agreed to leave it at 10,000.  If 

someone proposed something smaller, they could go through a variance process and the Planning 

Commission and Council could then determine if it is appropriate.  All agreed that smaller footprint 

businesses should be guided toward the Historic Downtown or the Highway Mixed Use districts.  Seasonal 

Produce Stands were eliminated as interim uses as they are handled with Special Event Permits or Peddlers 

Permits.  Some requirements were eliminated from the interim use of Entertainment/Recreational facilities: 

the annual calendar of events, the schedule of operation, and curfew language.  The Planning Commission 

had added Truck Stops as a conditional use.  The question arose regarding what the difference is between a 

Truck Stop and a Gas Station (which is a permitted use).  Staff will research definitions of “Truck Stop” for 

further review and discussion.   

 

It was determined to end the meeting at this point.  The Joint Meeting/discussion will continue at the March 

13th Planning Commission meeting. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  None 

 

OTHER:  None 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion Palmer, second Stadin, to adjourn.  Motion passed 6-0.  Time 8:40 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Set Joint Meeting Date 

 

BACKGROUND: The Planning Commission has been working to update the 

City’s Zoning Ordinance.  A Joint Meeting between the 

Planning Commission and the City Council was held on 

February 13th.   Another joint meeting is needed. 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Set Joint Meeting with the Planning Commission on March 

13th at 7:00 p.m.  
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: February 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Sewer Rodder 

 

BACKGROUND: In 1995, the City purchased a Sreco Flexible Robotic Rodder 

from Flexible Pipe Tool Company.  This was a joint 

purchase with Askov and Hinckley.  Each entity paid 1/3 of 

the cost to purchase the equipment.  There was an agreement 

that each entity would pay into a repair and replacement 

fund every year, based on the hours they each used the 

equipment.   

 

In 2011, Askov dissolved their involvement and received a 

buy-out payment. 

 

Hinckley and Sandstone have each been contributing to the 

repair and replacement fund each year. The fund currently 

has a balance of $42,655.87. 

 

This piece of equipment is no longer being used.  I would 

like to offer it for sale and split the proceeds with Hinckley.  

As far as the replacement fund goes, I will review the 

accounting documents and determine how much should be 

returned to Hinckley. 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Declare the Sewer Rodder machine as excess equipment and 

authorize staff to offer it for sale, splitting the proceeds with 

the City of Hinckley. 

 

And further to authorize the appropriate disbursement of the 

repair and replacement fund to the City of Hinckley. 
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