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SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL 

WEDNESDAY – MAY 15, 2019  

6:00 p.m. 

AGENDA 
  

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

4. Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 

5. Petitions or Complaints by Residents and/or Council members 

6. Public Hearings / Presentations: 

a. Summary Enforcement – 422 Court Avenue North (pgs. 3-6) 

b. Intent to Issue GO Capital Improvement Plan Bonds and  

Proposal to Adopt a Capital Improvement Plan (pgs. 7-36) 

7. Consent Agenda:  

a. Approval of Meeting Minutes:  April 17, 2019 Regular Council Meeting (pgs. 37-42) 

b. Revised Position Description: Deputy Clerk (pgs. 43-44) 

c. 2019-2020 Liquor License Renewals (pg. 45) 

8. Old & Continuing Business:   

a. Water Loop Project (pgs. 46-49) 

b. Purchase of John Wright Building (pgs. 50-71) 

9. New Business 

a. Robin Street 

i. Road Maintenance Agreement (pgs. 72-77) 

ii. Petition for Local Improvement (pgs. 78-81) 

b. Ordinance No. 20190515-01 Establishing Licensing and Regulations for Mobile Food Units and 

Food Carts (pgs. 82-87) 

10. Reports 

a. Sheriff’s Deputy Report – April 2019 (pgs. 88-95) 

b. Fire Department Report – April 2019 (pg. 96) 

i. Fire Department Relief Association Meeting – April 22, 2019 (pgs. 97-98) 

c. Library Report – April 2019 (pg. 99) 

d. EDA Meetings – April 24, 2019 and May 1, 2019 (pgs. 100-105) 

e. Planning Commission Meeting – May 8, 2019 (pgs. 106-109) 

f. Park & Rec Commission Meeting – May 10, 2019 (pgs. 110-113) 

i. Special Event Permit Application – Sandstone Evangelical Free Church (pgs. 114-117) 

ii. Special Event Permit Application – Elm Creek Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints (pgs. 118-122) 

g. Rental Inspection Report – April 2019  will be provided 

h. Building Inspection Report – April 2019 (pg. 123) 

i. Streets & Parks Supervisor Report – April 2019 (pgs. 124-125) 

j. Safety Committee Report (pg. 126) 

k. PeopleService Report – April 2019 (pgs. 127-134) 

 

[continued on next page] 

Comments from Visitors must be 

informational in nature and not 

exceed (5) minutes per person   
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l. Financial Reports  

i. Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report – April 2019 (pg. 135) 

ii. A/P Clerk Claims – April 2019 (pgs. 136-143)  

 

11. Written Notices and Communications 

a. Thank You Letter from Old School Arts Center (pg. 144) 

b. DNR Information Sheet regarding Pine County (pgs. 145-146) 

 

12. Administrator’s Report 

 

13. Adjourn 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS / ITEMS OF INTEREST 

 

May 15 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

May 16 Noon – Lunch & Learn  

May 17 6:00 p.m. – Quarry Days Meeting 

May 18 9:00 a.m. – Noon – City Park Clean Up 

May 20 Spring Clean Up – MISCELLANEOUS MONDAY 

May 22 10:00 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

May 22 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

May 23 4:30 p.m. – KREEC Meeting 

May 27 MEMORIAL DAY HOLIDAY – CITY HALL CLOSED 

May 28 6:00 p.m. – Pine County Local Government Officials Meeting 

May 29 10:00 a.m. – Meeting with MPCA regarding NPDES Permit 

May 30 2:00 p.m. – City Hall / Fire Hall Projects Bid Opening 

June 4 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Arts in the Park 

June 11 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Arts in the Park 

June 12 7:00 p.m. – Planning Commission Meeting 

June 14 8:00 a.m. – Park & Rec Commission Meeting 

June 18 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Arts in the Park 

June 19 6:00 p.m. – City Council Meeting 

June 25 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. – Arts in the Park 

June 26 10:00 a.m. – NLX Alliance Meeting 

June 26 6:00 p.m. – EDA Meeting 

June 26 – 28 LMC Annual Conference - Duluth 

  



 

City Council Meeting Agenda – May 15, 2019 

Page 3 of 146 

 

 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Summary Enforcement – 422 Court Ave N 

 

BACKGROUND: Staff has been trying to get this property cleaned up since last 

fall: 

 

10/3/2018: Notice of Cleanup sent to property owner 

11/7/2018: Owner attended the Council Meeting and said the 

                   property would be cleaned up by the end of the 

                   weekend 

11/15/2018: Follow up letter sent setting 11/21 deadline 

11/26/2018: Staff asked Sheriff’s Deputy to issue a citation 

12/27/2018: The citation was finally issued 

4/24/2019: Court date on the citation; owner did not show 

                   up; matter was continued to late-June 

 

City Code Section 2010 is the Nuisance ordinance.  This 

ordinance states that the following act is declared a nuisance: 

 

Engaging in a business or activity that is dangerous, hurtful, 

unwholesome, offensive or unhealthy to the neighborhood, or 

that constitutes an annoyance to the persons in the 

neighborhood, or is detrimental to the property in the 

neighborhood. 

 

Since last fall, I can’t count the number of complaints from 

neighbors that staff has received regarding the trash and 

debris on this property.   

 

City Code 2010 continues to provide for abatement of 

nuisances: 

 

A nuisance defined herein may be abated after 48 hours 

notice to remove the same by any officer of the city.  

 

A Notice of Intent to Terminate and Abate Nuisance was 

mailed to the property owner on Monday, May 6th.  Two 

copies were mailed – one was sent regular mail, and the other 

was sent Certified Mail – Return Receipt Requested.  The 

Notice states that this matter will be brought before the City 

Council to consider summary enforcement of the ordinance. 
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ATTACHMENTS Notice of Intent to Terminate and Abate Nuisance 

Photos of the Property 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and discuss; 

Hear from property owner, if present; 

Order summary enforcement to abate the nuisance. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Intent to Issue GO Capital Improvement Plan Bonds and 

Proposal to Adopt a Capital Improvement Plan 

 

BACKGROUND: The City has been pursuing two building improvement 

projects:  City Hall Boiler, and Fire Hall Building 

Improvements.  The plan is to finance the projects through 

the MN Rural Water Association, MIDI Loan program.  

General Obligation bonds are still issued, but by going 

through Rural Water, we save on time and lower issuance 

costs than a typical GO Bond process. 

 

At the April 17th Council Meeting, the Council reviewed the 

bids that were received for the projects.  After discussion, it 

was decided to reject all bids received and re-bid the projects 

separately, not together as one project.  This process is 

currently underway, with bids due on May 30th.  In the 

meantime, the Council approved moving forward with the 

process to issue the GO CIP Bonds so that everything is in 

place should the Council decide to move forward with the 

projects after seeing how the bids come in.  The Council 

called for a public hearing on the Capital Improvement Plan 

and on the issuance of GO CIP Bonds. 

 

The Public Hearing notice was published in the April 25th 

edition of the Pine County Courier.  It was also posted on the 

City website on May 2nd and on the City Bulletin Board.  

  

ATTACHMENTS • Notice of Public Hearing 

• Capital Improvement Plan Document 

• MIDI Loan Proposal Schedules 

• Resolution 20190515-01 Giving Preliminary Approval 

for the Issuance of the City’s General Obligation Capital 

Improvement Plan Bonds in an Amount no to Exceed 

$980,000 and Adopting the City of Sandstone Capital 

Improvement Plan 2019-2023 
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• Resolution 20190515-02 Authorizing the Issuance, Sale 

and Delivery of $979,000 General Obligation Capital 

Improvement Plan Note, Series 2019A 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Open the Public Hearing for TEFRA (conduit financing) 

Open the Public Hearing for the CIP document 

Discuss 

Close Public Hearings 

Adopt Resolution 20190515-01 to Approve the CIP 

Adopt Resolution 20190515-02 to Authorize the Sale of GO 

CIP bonds 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON INTENTION TO ISSUE  

GENERAL OBLIGATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN BONDS  

AND PROPOSAL TO ADOPT A CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENT PLAN THEREFOR 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the City Council of the City of Sandstone, Pine 

County, Minnesota will meet on Wednesday, May 15th, 2019, at 6:00 p.m. at City Hall, 119 Fourth 

Street, in Sandstone, Minnesota, for the purpose of conducting a public hearing on (a) the intention 

to issue general obligation capital improvement plan bonds (the “Bonds”) in an amount not to 

exceed $980,000 and (b) the proposal to adopt a Capital Improvement Plan therefor.  The proceeds 

of the Bonds will be used for improvements to the existing City Hall and Fire Hall buildings 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 475.521. 

All persons interested may appear and be heard at the time and place set forth above. 

If a petition requesting a vote on the issuance of the Bonds is signed by voters equal to 5 

percent of the votes cast in the City in the last general election and is filed with the City 

Administrator within 30 days after the public hearing, the Bonds may only be issued upon 

obtaining the approval of the majority of the voters voting on the question of issuing the Bonds. 

Individuals unable to attend the public hearing can make written comment by writing to 

Ms. Kathy George, City Administrator, City of Sandstone, PO Box 641, Sandstone, Minnesota 

55072-0641.  Written comments must be received prior to the public hearing. 

 

BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

/s/ Kathy George   

City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

RESOLUTION NO. 20190515-01 

 

EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

HELD:  May 15, 2019 

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City 

of Sandstone, Minnesota, was duly held at the City Hall in the City of Sandstone, Minnesota on 

Wednesday, the 15th day of May, 2019, at 6:00 P.M. for the purpose, in part, of giving preliminary 

approval for the issuance of the City’s general obligation capital improvement plan bonds and adopting 

the City’s Capital Improvement Plan 2019-2023. 

 

The following Council Members were present:  

 

 

and the following were absent:  

 

Council Member ________________ introduced the following resolution and moved its 

adoption: 

RESOLUTION GIVING PRELIMINARY APPROVAL FOR THE ISSUANCE 

OF THE CITY’S GENERAL OBLIGATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN BONDS  

IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $980,000 AND ADOPTING 

THE CITY OF SANDSTONE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN 2019-2023 

 

A. WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Sandstone, Minnesota (the “City”) 

proposes to issue its general obligation capital improvement plan bonds (the “Bonds”) and adopt the 

Sandstone Capital Improvement Plan 2019-2023 therefor (the “Plan”); and  

B. WHEREAS, the City Council has caused notice of the public hearing on the 

intention to issue the Bonds and on the proposed adoption of the Plan to be published pursuant to and in 

accordance with Minnesota Statutes; and 

C. WHEREAS, a public hearing on the intention to issue the Bonds and on the 

proposed Plan has been held on this date, following published notice of the hearing as required by law. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of the City of Sandstone, 

Minnesota as follows: 

1. Preliminary Approval for the Issuance of the Bonds and the Adoption of the Plan.  

The City hereby gives preliminary approval for the issuance of up to $980,000 aggregate principal 

amount of the Bonds.  The $980,000 is not in excess of the amount in the Plan.  The Plan is hereby 

adopted, the same being before the City Council and made a part of these proceedings by reference. 
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The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Council 

Member _______________ and, after full discussion thereof and upon a vote being taken thereon, the 

following voted in favor thereof:  

and the following voted against the same:  

 

Whereupon said resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 

 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

COUNTY OF PINE 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

 

 

 

 

I, the undersigned, being the duly qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Sandstone, 

Minnesota, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that I have compared the attached and foregoing extract of minutes 

with the original thereof on file in my office, and that the same is a full, true and complete transcript of 

the minutes of a meeting of the City Council of said City, duly called and held on the date therein 

indicated, insofar as such minutes relate to the City Council the preliminary approval for the issuance of 

the City’s general obligation capital improvement plan bonds and adopting the City’s capital 

improvement plan therefor.   

 

WITNESS my hand this 15th day of May, 2019. 

__________________________________ 

City Clerk 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

RESOLUTION NO. 20190515-02 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND DELIVERY OF 

$979,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN NOTE, 

SERIES 2019A 

  

BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council (the “City Council”) of the City of Sandstone, Pine 

County, Minnesota (the “Issuer”), as follows: 

 

Section 1. Note Purpose, Authorization, and Award. 

 

1.01 Authority; Purpose.  Pursuant to the authority contained in Minnesota Statutes, Section 

475.521 and Chapter 475 (collectively, the “Act”), the Issuer is authorized to issue and sell obligations for 

capital improvements pursuant to a capital improvement plan approved by a three-fifths vote of the City 

Council following a public hearing. 

 

1.02 Findings; Approval.   A.  The Issuer determines that it is necessary, expedient and in the 

best interest of the residents of the Issuer that the Issuer issue and sell its General Obligation Capital 

Improvement Plan Note, Series 2019A, in the original principal amount of $979,000 (the “Note”), for the 

purpose of financing capital improvements identified in the plan referred to below, including but not 

limited to improvements to (i) City Hall, a portion of which is leased by Community Involvement 

Programs; and (ii) existing Fire Hall buildings (the “Project”); 

 

 B. Pursuant to the Act, the City Council held a public hearing on a Capital Improvement Plan 

(the “Plan”) on May 15, 2019.  The Notice of Public Hearing on a Capital Improvement Plan was 

published in the Pine County Courier, the Issuer’s official newspaper, on April 25, 2019; 

 

 C. The Plan was approved by the City Council at a duly held meeting on May 15, 2019, which 

followed the public hearing on the Plan; and 

 

D. As required by the Act and Section 147(f) of the Code, a Notice of Public Hearing was 

duly noticed in accordance with Section 147(f), calling a public hearing on the proposed issuance of the 

Bonds and the proposal to undertake and finance the Project. 

 

E.  As required by the Act and Section 147(f) of the Code, the Issuer has, on May 15, 2019, 

held a public hearing on the issuance of the Bonds and the Project, at which all those appearing who 

desired to speak were heard and written comments were accepted. 

 

 F. Upon 30 days having passed during which no petition requesting a vote on the issuance of 

the Note was submitted to the Administrator, all acts, conditions and things required by the Constitution 

and laws of the State of Minnesota to be done, to happen and to be performed precedent to the issuance 

of the Note having been done, having happened and having been performed in regular and due form, time 

and manner as required by law. 

 

1.04 Municipal Advisor.  The Issuer has retained the services of David Drown Associates, Inc. 

as its municipal advisor. 
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1.05 Award of Sale.  The Issuer has received a proposal for a loan to be evidenced by the Note 

from Northview Bank, located in Finlayson, Minnesota (the “Lender”), in the amount of $979,000, plus 

accrued interest on the total principal amount to the date of delivery of the Note, upon condition that the 

Note mature and bear interest at the times and annual rates set forth in Section 2.  The Issuer, after due 

consideration, finds such offer reasonable and proper and the offer of the Lender is accepted.  The Mayor 

and the Administrator are authorized to execute on the part of the Issuer a loan agreement for the sale of 

the Note in accordance with the Lender’s proposal. 

 

Section 2. Terms of the Note. 

 

2.01 Interest Rate and Principal Maturities.  A. The Note shall be dated the date of its closing 

and delivery as the date of original issue, shall be issued in the denomination equal to the principal amount 

thereof, shall be issued in fully registered form and lettered and numbered R-1.  The Note shall bear 

interest at the annual rate of 3.10 percent and shall mature on the dates and in the installment amounts 

shown below. 

 

Year Principal 

2/1/2021 $51,000 

2/1/2022 $53,000 

2/1/2023 $55,000 

2/1/2024 $57,000 

2/1/2025 $59,000 

2/1/2026 $61,000 

2/1/2027 $62,000 

2/1/2028 $65,000 

2/1/2029 $67,000 

2/1/2030 $69,000 

2/1/2031 $71,000 

2/1/2032 $74,000 

2/1/2033 $76,000 

2/1/2034 $78,000 

2/1/2035 $81,000 

 

 B. The maturities of the Note, together with the maturities of all other outstanding general 

obligation bonds of the Issuer, meet the requirements of Minnesota Statutes, Section 475.54. 

 

2.02 Prepayment.  The Note is prepayable, in whole or in part, beginning on August 1, 2020, 

and on any payment date thereafter without notice at a price of par plus accrued interest to the prepayment 

date, plus a $200 processing fee for partial prepayments; provided that if prepayment is on or before 

February 1, 2026, the redemption price shall also include a premium of 1.0% of the principal amount to 

be prepaid. 

 

2.03 Interest Payment Dates.  A. The interest shall be payable semi-annually on February 1 

and August 1 of each year (each referred to herein as an “Interest Payment Date”) commencing on 

February 1, 2020. Interest will be computed upon the basis of a 360-day year of twelve 30-day months. 
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B. The Registrar designated below shall make all interest payments with respect to the Note 

by check or draft mailed to the registered owner of the Note shown on the Note registration records 

maintained by the Registrar at the close of business on the 15th day (whether or not on a business day) of 

the month next preceding the Interest Payment Date at such owners’ addresses shown on such Note 

registration records. 

 

2.04 Preparation and Execution.  A. The Note shall be prepared for execution in 

accordance with the approved form and shall be signed by the manual signature of the Mayor and attested 

by the manual signature of the Administrator.  The corporate seal of the Issuer may be omitted from the 

Note as permitted by law.  In case any officer whose signature shall appear on the Note shall cease to be 

an officer before delivery of the Note, such signature shall nevertheless be valid and sufficient for all 

purposes, the same as if he or she had remained in office until delivery. 

 

B. The Administrator is authorized and directed to obtain a copy of the proposed approving 

legal opinion of Fryberger, Buchanan, Smith & Frederick, P.A., Duluth, Minnesota, which is to be 

complete thereof and cause the opinion to be attached to the Note. 

  

2.05 Appointment of Registrar.  The City Council appoints the Administrator as registrar, 

authenticating agent, paying agent and transfer agent for the Note (the “Registrar”).  The Issuer reserves 

the right to name a substitute, successor Registrar upon giving prompt written notice to each registered 

Note holder. 

 

2.06 Registered Owner.  The Note shall be registered in the name of the Lender. 

 

2.07 Register.  The Issuer shall cause to be kept by the Registrar a bond register in which, subject 

to such reasonable regulations as the Registrar may prescribe, the Issuer shall provide for the registration 

of the Note and the registration of transfers of the Note entitled to be registered or transferred as herein 

provided.  In the event of the resignation or removal of the Registrar or its incapability of acting as such, 

the Note registration records shall be maintained at the office of the successor Registrar as may be 

appointed by the City Council. 

 

2.08 Payment.  A. The Issuer and the Registrar may treat the person in whose name any Note 

is registered as the owner of such Note for the purpose of receiving payment of principal of and interest 

on such Note and for all other purposes whatsoever, whether or not such Note be overdue, and neither the 

Issuer nor the Registrar shall be affected by notice to the contrary. 

 

B. The principal of and interest on the Note shall be payable by the Registrar in such funds as 

are legal tender for the payment of debts due the United States of America.  The Issuer shall pay the 

reasonable and customary charges of the Registrar for the disbursement of principal and interest. 

 

2.09 Delivery.  Delivery of the Note and payment of the purchase price shall be made at a place 

mutually satisfactory to the Issuer and the Lender.  Typewritten and executed Note shall be furnished by 

the Issuer without cost to the Lender.  The Note, when prepared in accordance with this resolution and 

executed, shall be delivered by or under the direction of the Administrator to the Lender upon receipt of 

the purchase price plus accrued interest. 

 



28 

Section 3. Form of the Note. 

 

3.01 The Note shall be typewritten in substantially the following form: 

 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

STATE OF MINNESOTA 

COUNTY OF PINE 

 R-1 $979,000 

 

CITY OF SANDSTONE 

GENERAL OBLIGATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN NOTE, 

SERIES 2019A 

 

Rate Maturity Date Date of Original Issue CUSIP 

3.10% February 1, 2035 ______________, 2019  

 

REGISTERED OWNER: NORTHVIEW BANK 

 

PRINCIPAL AMOUNT: NINE HUNDRED SEVENTY-NINE THOUSAND 

DOLLARS 

 

The City of Sandstone, Pine County, Minnesota (the “Issuer”), for value received, 

promises to pay to the registered owner specified above, or registered assigns, the principal 

amount specified above, and to pay interest on said principal amount to the registered 

owner hereof from date of original issue set forth above, or from the most recent Interest 

Payment Date (defined below) to which interest has been paid or duly provided for, until 

the principal amount is paid, said interest being at the rate per annum specified above. 

 

Interest is payable semi-annually on February 1 and August 1 of each year (each 

referred to herein as an “Interest Payment Date”) commencing on February  1, 2020.  This 

Note is payable in the principal installment amounts and at the times described below.  

Payments shall be applied first to interest due on the outstanding principal balance and 

thereafter to reduction of the principal balance. 

 

Year Principal 

2/1/2021 $51,000 

2/1/2022 $53,000 

2/1/2023 $55,000 

2/1/2024 $57,000 

2/1/2025 $59,000 

2/1/2026 $61,000 

2/1/2027 $62,000 

2/1/2028 $65,000 

2/1/2029 $67,000 

2/1/2030 $69,000 

2/1/2031 $71,000 

2/1/2032 $74,000 
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2/1/2033 $76,000 

2/1/2034 $78,000 

2/1/2035 $81,000 

 

Both principal hereof and interest hereon are payable in lawful money of the United 

States of America by check or draft at the main office of the Administrator, as registrar, 

authenticating agent, paying agent and transfer agent for the Note (the “Registrar”), or at 

the office of such successor Registrar as may be designated by the governing body of the 

Issuer.  The Registrar shall make all payments with respect to this Note directly to the 

registered owner hereof shown on the Note registration records maintained on behalf of the 

Issuer by the Registrar at the close of business on the 15th day of the month next preceding 

the Interest Payment Date (whether or not a business day) at such owner’s address shown 

on said Note registration records, without, except for final payment of principal of the Note, 

the presentation or surrender of this Note, and all such payments shall discharge the 

obligation of the Issuer to the extent of the payments so made.  Payment of principal shall 

be made upon presentation and surrender of this Note to the Registrar when due. 

 

For the prompt and full payment of such principal and interest as they become due, 

the full faith and credit and taxing power of the Issuer are irrevocably pledged.  The Issuer 

has designated the Note as “qualified tax-exempt obligations” pursuant to Section 

265(b)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 

 

The Note comprises the entire amount of this series issued by the Issuer as one fully 

registered Note without coupons, in the aggregate amount of $979,000, pursuant to the 

authority contained in Minnesota Statutes, Section 475.521 and Chapter 475, an Issuer-

approved Capital Improvement Plan for the years 2019 through 2023 (the “Plan”) and all 

other laws thereunto enabling, and an authorizing resolution adopted by the governing body 

of the Issuer on May 13, 2019 (the “Resolution”).  The Note is issued for the purpose of 

providing funds to finance capital improvements identified in the Plan, a portion of the 

costs of issuing the Note and for the payment of part of the interest cost of the Note.  The 

Issuer has levied a direct, annual ad valorem tax upon all taxable property within the Issuer 

which shall be extended upon the tax rolls for the years and in the amounts sufficient to 

produce sums not less than five percent in excess of the amounts of principal and interest 

on the Note, as such principal and interest respectively come due.   

 

The principal amount evidenced by this Note was drawn upon by Issuer in 

accordance with the Loan Agreement between Issuer and Lender dated as of the date of the 

date hereof. 

 

The Note is prepayable, in whole or in part, beginning on August  1, 2020, and on 

any payment date thereafter without notice at a price of par plus accrued interest to the 

prepayment date, plus a $200 processing fee for partial prepayments; provided that if 

prepayment is on or before February 1, 2026, the redemption price shall also include a 

premium of 1.0% of the principal amount to be prepaid. 

 

IT IS CERTIFIED AND RECITED that all acts and conditions required by the laws 

and the Constitution of the State of Minnesota to be done and to exist precedent to and in 

the issuance of this Note, in order to make it a valid and binding general obligation of the 

Issuer in accordance with its terms, have been done and do exist in form, time and manner 
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as so required; that all taxable property within the limits of the Issuer is subject to the levy 

of ad valorem taxes to the extent needed to pay the principal hereof and the interest hereon 

when due, without limitation as to rate or amount and that the issuance of this Note does 

not cause the indebtedness of the Issuer to exceed any constitutional or statutory limitation. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City of Sandstone, Pine County, Minnesota, by its 

governing body, has caused this Note to be executed in its name by the manual signature 

of the Mayor and attested by the manual signature of the Administrator as of the date of 

original issue set forth above. 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

(form – no signature required)  (form – no signature required) 

Administrator     Mayor 

 

REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE 

 

This Note must be registered as to both principal and interest in the name of the 

owner on the books to be kept by the Administrator of the Issuer, as Registrar.  No transfer 

of this Note shall be valid unless made on said books by the registered owner or the owner’s 

attorney thereunto duly authorized and similarly noted on the registration books.  The 

ownership of the unpaid principal balance of this Note and the interest accruing thereon is 

registered on the books of the Issuer in the name of the registered owner last noted below. 

 

 Date Registered 

Owner 

Signature of Administrator 

 

6/___/2019 

Northview Bank 

300 Front Street 

P.O. Box 360 

Finlayson, MN 56169 

Federal Tax I.D. No. 

41-0680294 

 

 

(form-no signature required) 

 

ASSIGNMENT 

 

FOR VALUE RECEIVED, the undersigned sells, assigns and transfers unto 

_____________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

(Name and Address of Assignee) 

 

____________________ Social Security or Other 

____________________ Identifying Number of Assignee 

 

the within Note and all rights thereunder and irrevocably constitutes and appoints 

_____________________________________ attorney to transfer the said Note on the 

books kept for registration thereof with full power of substitution in the premises. 

 

 Dated: _________________ 



31 

 

______________________________ 

______________________________ 

NOTICE:  The signature to this assignment 

must correspond with the name of the 

registered owner as it appears upon the face 

of the within Note in every particular, 

without alteration or enlargement or any 

change whatsoever. 

Signature Guaranteed: 

 

_______________________________  

(Bank, Trust Company, member of 

National Securities Exchange) 

  



32 

 

 

THIS INSTRUMENT HAS NOT BEEN REGISTERED UNDER THE FEDERAL 

SECURITIES ACT OF 1933, AS AMENDED, AND MAY NOT BE SOLD OR 

OTHERWISE DISPOSED OF FOR VALUE, OR TRANSFERRED, WITHOUT (i) AN 

OPINION OF COUNSEL THAT SUCH SALE, DISPOSITION OR TRANSFER MAY 

LAWFULLY BE MADE WITHOUT REGISTRATION UNDER THE FEDERAL 

SECURITIES ACT OF 1933, AS AMENDED AND UNDER APPLICABLE STATE 

SECURITIES LAWS, OR (ii) SUCH REGISTRATION.  THE TRANSFERABILITY OF 

THIS INSTRUMENT IS SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIONS REQUIRED BY (1) FEDERAL 

AND STATE SECURITIES LAWS GOVERNING UNREGISTERED SECURITIES; 

AND (2) THE RULES, REGULATIONS, AND INTERPRETATIONS OF THE 

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES ADMINISTERING SUCH LAWS.  THIS 

INSTRUMENT HAS NOT BEEN REGISTERED UNDER CHAPTER 80A OF 

MINNESOTA STATUTES OR OTHER APPLICABLE STATE BLUE SKY LAWS 

AND MAY NOT BE SOLD, TRANSFERRED, OR OTHERWISE DISPOSED OF FOR 

VALUE EXCEPT PURSUANT TO REGISTRATION OR OPERATION OF LAW. 

 

Section 4. Covenants, Accounts and Tax Levies. 

 

4.01 Construction Account. On receipt of the purchase price of the Note, the Issuer shall credit 

proceeds from the sale of the Note, less (a) amounts allocated as capitalized interest (the “Capitalized 

Interest”); (b) amounts paid by the Lender as accrued interest upon closing and delivery of the Note (the 

“Accrued Interest”); and (c) less amounts used to pay part of the interest cost of the issue as allowed by 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 475.56 (the “Additional Interest”), to a separate fund, which has been created 

and designated as the “2019A Capital Improvement Plan Note Construction Account.”  The monies in 

such fund, along with other monies of the Issuer available therefor, shall be used to pay construction costs 

of the Project.  Other costs for which payment from such fund is authorized shall include costs of legal, 

financial advisory, and other professional services, printing and publication costs, and costs of issuance 

of the Note. 

 

4.02 Debt Service Account.  A separate debt service fund is created and is designated as the 

“2019A Capital Improvement Plan Note Debt Service Account” (the “Debt Service Account”).  There is 

irrevocably appropriated to the Debt Service Account; (i) the ad valorem taxes hereinafter levied; (ii) the 

Capitalized Interest; (iii) the Additional Interest; (iv) the Accrued Interest; (v) funds of the Issuer in the 

amount of $0.00 to pay interest on the Note; (vi) all other moneys which are properly available and are 

appropriated by the governing body of the Issuer to the Debt Service Account; and (vii) investment 

earnings, if any, on the monies identified in preceding clauses (i) through (vi).  The money in such fund 

shall be used for no purpose other than the payment of principal and interest on the Note; provided, 

however, that if any payment of principal or interest shall become due when there is not sufficient money 

in the Debt Service Account, the Administrator shall pay the same from any other fund of the Issuer, which 

fund shall be reimbursed from the Debt Service Account when the balance therein is sufficient.   

 

4.03 Tax Levy.  A. For the prompt and full payment of the principal and interest on the Note 

when due, the full faith and credit and taxing power of the Issuer are irrevocably pledged.  There is levied 

a direct annual ad valorem tax upon all taxable property in the Issuer which shall be spread upon the tax 

rolls and collected with and as part of other general property taxes in the Issuer.  Said levies are for the 

years and in the amounts set forth below: 
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Levy Year Collection Year Amount 

2019 2020 $85,416 

2020 2021 $85,856 

2021 2022 $86,231 

2022 2023 $86,541 

2023 2024 $86,786 

2024 2025 $86,965 

2025 2026 $86,030 

2026 2027 $87,162 

2027 2028 $87,146 

2028 2029 $87,065 

2029 2030 $86,919 

2030 2031 $87,758 

2031 2032 $87,449 

2032 2033 $87,075 

2033 2034 $87,687 

 

B. The tax levies are such that if collected in full they, together with estimated collections of 

investment earnings and other funds herein pledged and appropriated for payment of the Note, will 

produce at least 5% in excess of the amount needed to meet when due the principal and interest payments 

on the Note.   

 

C. The tax levies shall be irrepealable so long as the Note is outstanding and unpaid; provided, 

however, that on November 30 of each year, while the Note issued is outstanding, the City Council shall 

reduce or cancel the above levies to the extent of funds available in the Debt Service Account to pay 

principal and interest due during the ensuing year, and shall direct the County Auditor to reduce the levy 

for such calendar year by that amount.   

 

4.04 Investments.  Monies on deposit in the Construction Account and in the Debt Service 

Account may, at the discretion of the Administrator, be invested in securities permitted by Minnesota 

Statutes, Chapter 118A, that any such investments shall mature at such times and in such amounts as will 

permit for payment of Project costs and/or payment of the principal and interest on the Note when due. 

 

Section 5. Tax Covenants.   

 

5.01 General.  A. The Issuer covenants and agrees with the holder of the Note that the Issuer 

will (i) take all action on its part necessary to cause the interest on the Note to be exempt from federal 

income taxes including, without limitation, restricting, to the extent necessary, the yield on investments 

made with the proceeds of the Note and investment earnings thereon, making required payments to the 

federal government, if any, and maintaining books and records in a specified manner, where appropriate, 

and (ii) refrain from taking any action which would cause interest on the Note to be subject to federal 

income taxes, including, without limitation, refraining from spending the proceeds of the Note and 

investment earnings thereon on certain specified purposes. 

 

B. For purposes of qualifying for the small issuer exception to the federal arbitrage rebate 

requirements, the Issuer finds, determines and declares: 

 

(1) the Issuer is a governmental unit with general taxing powers; 
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(2) the Note is not a “private activity bond” as defined in Section 141 of the Internal 

Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the “Code”); 

 

(3) 95% or more of the net proceeds of the Note is to be used for local governmental 

activities of the Issuer; and 

 

(4) the aggregate face amount of the tax exempt obligations (other than private activity 

bonds) issued by the Issuer during the calendar year in which the Note is issued is not reasonably 

expected to exceed $5,000,000, all within the meaning of Section 148(f)(4)(D) of the Code. 

 

C.   In order to qualify the Note as “qualified tax exempt obligations” within the meaning of 

Section 265(b)(3) of the Code, the Issuer makes the following factual statements and representations: 

 

(1) the Note is not “private activity bonds” as defined in Section 141 of the Code; 

 

(2) the Issuer designates the Note as “qualified tax exempt obligations” for purposes of 

Section 265(b)(3) of the Code; 

 

(3) the reasonably anticipated amount of tax exempt obligations (other than private 

activity bonds, treating qualified 501(c)(3) bonds as not being private activity bonds) which will 

by issued by the Issuer (and all entities whose obligations will be aggregated with those of the 

Issuer) during the calendar year in which the Note is being issued will not exceed $10,000,000; 

and 

 

(4) not more than $10,000,000 of obligations issued by the Issuer during the calendar 

year in which the Note is being issued have been designated for purposes of Section 265(b)(3) of 

the Code. 

 

Section 6.  Miscellaneous. 

 

6.01 Filing with County Auditor.  The Administrator is directed to file with the County Auditor 

an original or certified copy of this resolution and such other information as the County Auditor may 

require, and to obtain from the County Auditor a certificate stating that the Note herein authorized has 

been duly entered on the County Auditor’s register. 

 

6.02 Certified Proceedings.  The officers of the Issuer are authorized and directed to prepare and 

furnish to the Lender of the Note and to bond counsel certified copies of all proceedings and records of 

the Issuer relating to the authorization and issuance of the Note and other affidavits and certificates as may 

reasonably be requested to show the facts relating to the legality and marketability of the Note as such 

facts appear from the official books and records of the officers’ custody or otherwise known to them.  All 

of such certified copies, certificates and affidavits, including any heretofore furnished, constitute 

representations of the Issuer as to the correctness of facts recited therein and the actions stated therein to 

have been taken. 

 

6.03 Offering Materials.  The Mayor and Administrator are hereby authorized and directed to 

certify that they have examined the Offering Circular prepared and circulated in connection with the 

issuance and sale of the Note and that to the best of their knowledge and belief the Offering Circular is a 
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complete and accurate representation of the facts and representations made therein as of the date of the 

Offering Circular. 

 

6.04 Absent or Disabled Officers.  In the event of the absence or disability of the Mayor or 

Administrator, such officers or members of the City Council as in the opinion of the Issuer’s attorney may 

act in their behalf shall, without further act or authorization, execute and deliver the Note, and do all things 

and execute all instruments and documents required to be done or executed by such absent or disabled 

officers. 

 

Section 7. Loan Agreement.  The proceeds of the Note will be advanced to the Issuer in 

accordance with the terms of this Resolution and with a Loan Agreement between the Issuer, and the 

Lender (the “Loan Agreement”).  The Mayor and Administrator of the Issuer are hereby authorized and 

directed to execute the Loan Agreement substantially in the form currently on file in the office of the 

Issuer. 

 

Section 8. Compliance Policy.  The Issuer has previously approved a Post-Issuance Debt 

Compliance Policy and Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Procedures which applies to qualifying 

obligations to provide for compliance with all applicable federal regulations for tax-exempt obligations or 

tax-advantaged obligations (collectively, the “Policy and Procedures”).  The Issuer hereby ratifies the 

Policy and Procedures for the Bond.  The Finance Director continues to be designated to be responsible 

for post-issuance compliance in accordance with the Policy and Procedures. 

 

Adopted: May 15, 2019 

___________________________________  

Mayor 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

Administrator 
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EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE 

CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

HELD:  May 15, 2019 

 

 Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a meeting of the City Council of the City of Sandstone, 

Pine County, Minnesota, was duly held on May 15, 2019, at the City Hall, at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The following Members were present:  

 

 

and the following Members were absent:   

 

 

Member ______________ introduced the following resolution and moved its adoption: 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND DELIVERY OF 

$979,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN NOTE, 

SERIES 2019A 

 

The motion for the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly seconded by Member ___________ and 

upon a vote being taken thereon, the following voted in favor thereof:   

 

 

and the following Members voted against the same:   

 

 

Whereupon the resolution was declared duly passed and adopted. 
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Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes 

April 17, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz, Devlin and Palmer  

Members absent: None 

Staff present: Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present: Fire Chief Spartz, Firefighter Chaz Mann, Troy Haug 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance. 

 

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the agenda with the addition of Larry Volk as summer 

helper and moving the discussion regarding the John Wright Building to the end of the meeting.  

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:   

The potholes on Grant street are horrible. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: None 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve the following Consent Agenda items: 

• March 20, 2019 Regular Council meeting minutes 

• April 9, 2019 Board of Appeal & Equalization meeting minutes 

• Hiring Larry Volk as a summer helper.   

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

John Wright Building 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to close the public meeting in accordance with M.S. 13D.05 

subdivision 3.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

The City has been considering the possibility of purchasing the John Wright Building from the County. An 

offer was presented to County Administrator David Minke.  Minke has relayed a counter offer for 

consideration.  Council directed Administrator George to negotiate further with the County. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to open the public meeting.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Historic Commission Discussion 
Council Member Franklin has been taking a history class at the University of MN – Duluth. He talked to the 

Council about the process of creating a Historical Commission.  Franklin discussed the Rock and trying to 

get historic recognition for it.  He discussed his pursuit of a National Historical District designation. 

There are 19 buildings built with sandstone from the City’s quarry that are on the National Historical 

Register. 
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The Administrator brought up the Minnesota Main Street program and believes it would be a great way 

to bring the business owners together. 

 

League of MN Cities 2019 Annual Conference 
The LMC Annual Conference is coming up June 26-28 in Duluth. Administrator George urged Council 

Members to attend, along with her.  Early registration deadline is April 30th. Pricing options:  

 Regular Attendee: $400 ($450 after 4/30)  

 First-Time Attendee: $150 ($450 after 4/30)  

Lodging would not be necessary – attendees could carpool back and forth.  Councilors will check their 

schedules and get back to the Administrator by the April 26th. 
 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve attendance of Council Members and the 

Administrator at the LMC Annual Conference June 26-28 in Duluth.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

City Hall and Fire Hall Improvements Project 
Staff has been working with LHB Engineers to design a project to replace the current boiler system and for 

various improvements at the Fire Hall.  There have been items added to the “base” projects.  The current 

project scope is outline below. 

 City Hall: 

  replace boiler 

  new gas line/connections 

  replace ceiling tile as necessary; salvage as much as possible 

  demolish chimney & cap off 

  new rooftop HVAC units 

  demolish heating water piping; abandon in place portions under slab 

  demolish fin tube radiation 

  replace VAV terminal unit & controls (zone control) 

  replace water heater 

  new duct work, tubing, and associated items 

  remove existing overhead electric service lines 

  extra costs are anticipated from the electric company for moving the lines 

  Alternate Work:  Library – in floor heat & new ceiling tile 

 

 Fire Hall: 

  enlarge middle garage door for new ladder truck 

  replace 6 pedestrian doors 

  replace 6 windows 

  demo and replace sidewalk on south side of building 

  add new metal coping 

  add new canopy/soffit/brackets 

  repoint open joints in walls 

  install air barrier, insulation and siding at various locations 

  power wash & coat remaining exterior wall surfaces 

  replace heating ductwork with cooling coil; new ductwork and makeup air unit 

  new thermostat 

  new concrete equipment pad 

  new compressed air system 

  new CO/NO system 

  keyless entry system 

  Alternate Work:  the canopy was bid as an alternate 
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If the alternate bids are not approved, Haug Construction is the apparent low bidder at $774,000.  If either 

one or both of the alternates are approved, Riihiluoma is the low bidder.  Administrator George believes the 

bid for the work at City Hall is too high and she would not recommend the City proceed with the City Hall 

boiler project for these numbers.  The bid documents did not allow for the City to proceed with one project 

and not the other.  Additionally, with the range of bids, it appears that the contractors are perhaps more 

comfortable with one project but not the other.  After reviewing this information with the City Attorney and 

with Engineer Mike Fischer, George believes it best to reject all bids and to rebid the projects separately. 

 

The City has been working with Mike Bubany of David Drown & Associates on financing these projects.  

The City has been pursuing a MIDI Loan through MN Rural Water Association.  Bubany provided the 

details for funding both projects based on the bids received.  In short, the annual debt service payment would 

be about $45,000 for the City Hall project and about $43,000 for the Fire Hall project.  However, George is 

hoping that the City will receive more palatable bids if the projects are separated.  No matter which of the 

projects are ultimately decided on, a public hearing will be necessary for the MIDI Loan process.  If the 

public hearing is held and the Council decides not to proceed, nothing will have been lost and time will not 

have been wasted.   

 

The Council asked about the timing of the project if the bids are pushed out.  George stated that the best 

case scenario would be that the projects are bid out next week, with bid opening on May 10th.  Then the 

Council would make a decision at the May 15th Council Meeting.  Alternatively, a Special Council 

Meeting could be called if needed.   

 

Troy Haug with Haug Construction relayed his reactions to the bidding process.  He felt that there is 

room in the specifications for cost reducing measures.  

 

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve the staff recommendation of rejecting all the bids, to 

authorize LHB to rebid the projects separately, to adopt Resolution 20190419-02 Calling for a 

Public Hearing and to authorize staff to submit a loan application to MN Rural Water 

Association.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

REPORTS:  

Sheriff’s Deputy Report – March 2019 

The Council discussed the report on the activity for March.  There is a hearing regarding 422 Court Ave 

on April 24 that Administrator George plans to attend. 

 

Fire Department Report – March 2019 

Firefighter Chaz Mann gave the report.  The Department had 9 calls during March; 2 false alarms, 5 

medical assists, 1 motor vehicle accident, and 1 vehicle fire.  Councilors asked about power lines that 

had come down due to high winds.  The Department provided scene security. 

 

Training on the new ladder truck began on Monday.  A firefighter from St. Cloud who had been a crew 

member on the truck helped with the training.   

 

The sign out front of the fire hall that advertised the need of volunteers rotted and has been torn down.  

The firefighters are discussing options.  Administrator George brought up the possibility of having a 

digital display sign that could also have community messages on it.   

 

Library Report – March 2019 

Librarian Coffey reported that there were 35 participants for the winter Hot Reads program.  The Garden 

Club held a panel discussion at the Library, which was very much appreciated.  There were 22 
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participants between the two book clubs.  34 children attended three sessions of story time.  The library 

staff answered 273 reference questions and the Library had 1,520 patron visits in March. 

 

EDA Meetings – March 19, 2019 and March 27, 2019 

The EDA met on March 19 to discuss the rail layout plan.  The conceptual plan which depicts three 

potential building sites has been approved by BNSF.  The Northspan Group will do some research to 

help the EDA determine what the potential need for rail is in the area.   

 

The regular EDA meeting was on March 27.  The EDA met with Steve Michel regarding his proposal to 

market the Wild River Townhomes property for sale.  The EDA also met with representatives from 

Minnesota Housing Partnership regarding Technical / Capacity Building Assistance for redevelopment 

of The Rock.  The EDA also created a new revolving loan program, continued to discuss an ordinance 

regulating Mobile Food Units, approved providing Habitat for Humanity with two of the tax-forfeited 

lots for redevelopment, and approved a proposal from The Northspan Group with some modifications.  

 

Park & Rec Commission Meeting – April 12, 2019 

The Park Commission has been trying to work with the DNR regarding the dam remnants located in 

Robinson Park which are a safety hazard.  A member of the DNR attended the meeting and has begun 

the process of looking in to it.   

 

There is a bill in the legislature which includes renaming the St. Croix State Park.  The County Board 

passed a resolution asking the language be removed from the bill, allowing for a public comment 

process.  The Park Commission approved a similar resolution and recommends the City Council 

approve Resolution 20190417-01. 

 

The Park Commission is also planning the Arts in the Park events, which will take place on Tuesdays in 

June at Train Park.  They set May 18 for Spring cleanup in the parks.  They are considering a request 

from the MN Climbers Association to move the Hydrant Shed and to bring electricity to the shed.  They 

finished discussing the 2020 Park Fund Budget.  And they discussed needed improvements to the chalet 

at Lions Hill.   

 

The Commission also recommends the City Council approve the Special Event Permit Application for 

the Farmers Market.  It was noted that the Park Commission has decided to fund a stationary port-a-

potty in Train Park from June through October, rather than having one delivered each week specifically 

for the Farmers Market.  They also decided to provide a budget of $150 for advertising for the Farmers 

Market this year; however, they will no longer offer that service going forward.  This spurred discussion 

about the Flea Market that has been taking place by the Fire Hall.  The City has been providing a port-a-

potty for this event also.  At this point, Administrator George stated that the City has not been 

approached for a Special Event Permit for the Flea Market.  

 

Administrator George reported that she has asked the group looking at the KREEC site to consider 

motorized uses.  There will be a stake holders meeting on Monday, April 22 at 4 p.m.  Representatives 

from the DNR, the County, and the snowmobile club have been invited, as well as Council Members 

and Park Commission Members. 

 

George reported that the DNR is holding a meeting on April 30th, 9:00 a.m. to talk about DNR priorities 

in the region.  She is planning to attend. 
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Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve Resolution 20190417-01 asking the legislature to remove 

the renaming of St Croix State Park from their bill to allow for a public process.  Motion carried 

5-0. 

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to approve the special event permit for the Farmer’s Market at 

Train Park July 13th through October 26th.  Motion carried 5-0.   

 

Rental Inspection Report – March, 2019 

As of March, there are 283 total unit registrations.  Nine units are in non-compliance.  Twenty-nine 

properties were sent letters about non-compliance regarding registration.  As of April 12, sixteen 

properties have still not registered and the City has asked for citations to be issued to them.  The Council 

would like more information on the monthly report regarding the non-compliance issues.  

 

Building Inspection Report – March, 2019 

Six building permits were issued in March, along with two right-of-way permits.  Administrator George 

asked staff to make sure the inspector is aware of the new heater at the Lion’s Hill Chalet. 

 

Streets & Parks Supervisor Report – March, 2019 

There was a great deal of snow removal in the month of March.  A leak in the roof at City Hall was 

repaired.  The City is replacing the pothole patch trailer, which will cost about $18,000.  Councilors 

asked about street sweeping, which will take place soon.  Administrator George asked the Streets & 

Parks staff to check on the debris at the Birch St. house, which was burned down by the Fire Department 

for training.  The ground is too soft to get in there and clean up the site; however, staff will put up 

snowfencing for the time being.  Mike Johnson may be needed in order to remove the concrete 

foundation. 

  

PeopleService Report – March, 2019 

Staff addressed several frozen water lines during the month.  Administrator George approved the 

replacement of a manhole on Aspen Street for a cost of $8,000.  The manhole is shot and there were 

several attempts to patch / fix it in the past.  Visu-Sewer televised a sewer line on State Highway 123 

that had previously been reported as “unknown” whether it was in service or not.  Visu-Sewer marked 

out all of the services on the line and they believe the line is in use.  Councilors questioned the amount 

of water that was pumped during March.  George stated it is likely the result of people running their 

water to avoid frozen lines.  It was also noted that the amount of wastewater pumped is more than 

double the amount of water pumped.  This is likely due to the prison, which pumps directly into the 

City’s sewer system but they are not on City water. 

 

Financial Reports 

The Council reviewed the Cash Balance, Revenue & Expenditure Report from March 2019 and the A/P 

Clerk Claims for March, 2019.   

 

Motion Franklin, second Palmer to accept the March Financial Reports and to approve A/P Clerk 

Claims for March. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:  

Pine County Certified Tax Capacity Extension Rates Payable 2019 

2019 Payable Certified Taxable Market 

2019 Payable Certified Net Tax Capacity Values 
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2019 Payable Certified School District Net Tax Capacity, Taxable Market Value, Referendum Market 

Value 

 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: The Administrator reported on the following items. 

 

CW Technology – Upgrades needed: In 2020, Microsoft will no longer support Server 2008 – this 

means that the server needs to be replaced by the end of the year.  Also in 2020, Microsoft will no 

longer support Windows 2007 – this means that 5 workstations need to be replaced by the end of the 

year (unless Microsoft comes out with a support package – but so far, nothing has come down the line).  

Quotes are being received and the Administrator hopes to have more information in the next 2 weeks. 

 

Pine County Transportation Advisory Commission – March 28th:  Staff are looking at ways to utilize 

Arrowhead Transit in Sandstone.  The City could purchase vouchers and let residents use them – first 

come/first served; this would help determine the need/demand for services.  Councilors reported that 

when ride services were offered in the past, it was underutilized.  Councilor Palmer agreed to work with 

the Administrator to research possibilities. 

 

Petition for Union Unit Clarification regarding the Streets & Parks Supervisor position:  The hearing 

was held on April 10th; briefs from both sides are due in 30 days; then we wait for Mediator’s decision. 

 

Quarry Days Meeting – April 16th: Jodi Irlbeck, Cassie Petersen & Rose Spencer are heading the 

planning efforts.  Plans are coming along well.  The next meeting is May 13th.  The owners of the 61 

Motel would like to have their open house during Quarry Days as well. 

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to adjourn at 7:58 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

___________________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor  

 

      _________________________________________ 

         Kathy George, Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Revised Position Description: Deputy Clerk 

 

BACKGROUND: Performance Reviews were recently conducted with office 

staff.  Upon review of the Deputy Clerk Job Description, it 

was determined to update the Examples of Principles Duties 

by removing the reference to “Office Manager”, and related 

tasks. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Amended Job Description – changes noted in red text 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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City of Sandstone 

Position Description 
 

POSITION CLASSIFICATION TITLE:  Deputy Clerk 

    Non –exempt position – full time permanent 

DEPARTMENT:  Administration 

ACCOUNTABLE TO:  City Administrator 

APPROVED BY CITY COUNCIL: 3/8/05; amended 1/18/06; 3/21/07; 8/01/12; 3/20/18; 5/15/19 

 

General Statement of Duties:  Responsible for certain organizational, secretarial, financial and related 

administrative functions for the City Administrator and the organization.  Works closely with Deputy Clerk / 

Utility Billing position, with an emphasis on cross-training.  
 

Examples of Principal Duties: 

1. PERFORM VARIOUS FUNCTIONS FOR THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR: 

 A. Word-processing reports and correspondence; research as assigned 

B. Assistant Election Administrator 

C. Animal Control and Health & Nuisance 
2. DEPUTY CLERK  

A. Accounts Payable / Accounts Receivable Clerk 

B. Deputy Clerk / Utility Billing back up 
C. Provide Data Practices & Records Retention compliance 

D. Maintain Census records and reports 

E. Alcohol/beer licenses; Peddlers Permits; Junk Dealers Licenses; Special Event Permits; 

Commercial Use of Robinson Park Permits; Archery Hunt 

F. Assessments: to Auditor; Certified searches 

G. General receipts/deposits 

H. Maintains office files: current, historical, code book, zoning files 

I. CED Loan payments: payment record & follow up 

J. Safety Coordinator (City of Sandstone Safety Committee) 

K. Cemetery: Prepare & record deeds and all payments; work with Cemetery Sexton 

L. Maintain official Council minutes 

M. Prepare various annual reports 

N. Water/Sewer: Receive payments, process Gopher State locates 

O. General receptionist duties & working with the public 

P. Contact with all other departments 

Q. Fire Department billings 

R. Process incoming mail 

S. Prepare City Newsletter (with input from others)  

3. OFFICE MANAGER: 

A. Supervise City Hall custodian 

B. Maintain supplies & petty cash 

C. Schedule office coverage 

D. Complyiance with health & safety policies and supervisory responsibilities for enforcement, 

reporting and work practices including health and safety training and instruction to staff 

4.        Other duties as assigned by City Administrator 

  

Experience and Training:  High School diploma or G.E.D. required.  Two years of post secondary course work 

in accounting required.   Post secondary course work in secretarial and office skills desirable.  One year secretarial 

work experience required.  Ability to supervise employees and handle contact with the general public with tact 

and courtesy required.  Exceptional computer skills with Microsoft Office products required with experience in 

using FundBalance desirable. 

_____________________________________  __________________________________ 

Employee signature / date    Administrator signature / date 
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City of Sandstone 

INTER OFFICE MEMO 

 
TO: City Council 

FROM: Alana Tyson, Deputy Clerk 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Consider Approval of Liquor Licenses for Rich’s Bar, The 

Gas Light, Sandstone Area Golf Course, and 3.2 for 

Sandstone Lanes 
 

INTRODUCTION: The City Council is asked to consider the approval of; on sale liquor, off sale 

liquor and Sunday liquor license to Richard E. Thoennes at Rich’s Bar; on sale 

liquor, off sale liquor and Sunday liquor license to Kettle River Hospitality, Inc, 

dba The Gas Light; on sale liquor and Sunday liquor to Sandstone Area Golf 

Course LLC, dba Sandstone Area Golf Course; and 3.2 on sale to Dan Lang, dba 

Sandstone Lanes, all subject to license payment, Sheriff background check and 

proper insurance. 

 

BACKGROUND: Applications have been received by applicants; Kettle River Hospitality and Dan 

Lang still owe taxes for 2018; Upon Council approval, the Pine County Sheriff’s 

Department will be notified to do the background investigations. These 

applications will be mailed to Minnesota Alcohol and Gambling Enforcement for 

final approval. 

 
STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: Approve renewal of liquor licenses for Rich’s Bar, The Gas Light, Sandstone 

Area Golf Course; and 3.2 license for Sandstone Lanes, upon receipt of all forms, 

fees, and any other outstanding monies owed to the City (i.e., property taxes). 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Water Loop Project 

 

BACKGROUND: City representatives have been meeting with SEH 

representatives to review the planned route for the proposed 

water loop project.  Essentially, six options have been 

reviewed recently.  Four options will be presented to the 

Council so that a determination can be made on which option 

to choose. 

 

Additionally, the City applied to the Minnesota Department 

of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) for a 

grant from the Minnesota Small Cities Development 

Program, which is funded by the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD).  Our grant was approved in the 

amount of $374,000. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Memo from SEH Engineer Greg Anderson 

Map  

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and provide direction 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Purchase of John Wright Building  

 

BACKGROUND: The City has been negotiating with the County for the 

purchase of the John Wright Building.  An agreement has 

been reached between the two parties, with the following 

terms: 

 

Purchase price: $125,000 

Payment Terms:  

• $1,000 due upon acceptance of the Purchase 

Agreement;  

• $24,000 due at closing;  

• the remaining $100,000 will be financed with a 5-

year Contract for Deed at 0% interest;  

• payments on the Contract will be $10,000 starting 

July 1, 2019 and each year thereafter for 5 years.   

• A $50,000 balloon payment will be due after the 5-

year Contract.   

• This balloon payment can be financed with another 5-

year Contract for Deed. 

 

Minnesota Statutes 412.221, subdivision 2, states that the 

contract for deed cannot exceed a period of 5 years. 

 

Purchase includes parcel #45.5588.000 and part of 

45.5587.000, as previously discussed.  

 

The City Attorney has reviewed the Purchase Agreement and 

the Contract for Deed documents.  She stated that the 

Council should be advised that the City cannot remove the 

building on the property or make any substantial changes to 

it during the term of the contract for deed without the 

County’s permission. 

 

Staff enlisted the services of Steve Quint, National Property 

Inspections, to conduct a General Commercial Property 

Inspection of the building.  His fee for this service is $1,200.  

Quint provided a 59-page document of his inspection.  His 

findings and recommendations are summarized in the pages 

that follow. 
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Summary of Findings from Steve Quint, National Property Inspections: 

 
 

  

ATTACHMENTS • Summary of Findings and Recommendations from 

Steve Quint, National Property Inspections 

• Proposed Purchase Agreement 

• Proposed Contract for Deed 

• Resolution No. 20190515-03 Approving the Real 

Property Purchase Agreement 

 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve Resolution No. 20190515-03 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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REAL PROPERTY PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

The following Real Property Purchase Agreement (this “Agreement”) is made between the 

County of Pine, a Minnesota political subdivision (hereinafter “Seller”), pursuant to Minnesota 

Statutes Section 373.01, subdivision 1(a)(4) and the City of Sandstone, a Minnesota municipal 

corporation (hereinafter “Buyer”), pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 412.221, subdivision 2: 

1. Seller is the owner of that certain real property known as the John Wright Building located 

at 130 Oriole Street East in the City of Sandstone, Pine County, Minnesota, PIDS 

45.5587.000 and 45.5588.000 legally described on the attached Exhibit A (the “Property”). 

2. In consideration of the mutual agreements herein contained, Buyer offers and agrees to 

purchase and Seller agrees to sell PID 45.5588.000 and the southern portion of PID 

45.5587.000, which are legally described and depicted on the attached Exhibit B to Buyer 

(the “Sale Parcels”). 

3. This Agreement is contingent upon the following:  

a. Condition of title being satisfactory to Buyer following Buyer’s examination of title 

as provided in Section 14 of this Agreement.   

b. Approval of the subdivision of PID 45.5587.000 into two parcels. 

 Buyer shall have until the date of closing to remove the foregoing contingencies.  The 

contingencies are solely for the benefit of Buyer and may be waived by Buyer.  If the 

contingencies are duly satisfied or waived, then Buyer and Seller shall proceed to close the 

transaction as contemplated herein.  If, however, the contingencies are not satisfied, and are not 

waived by Buyer, this Agreement shall thereupon be void at the option of Buyer.  If this 

Agreement is voided by Buyer, Buyer and Seller shall execute and deliver to each other a 

termination of this Agreement and the earnest money shall be returned to Buyer. 

4. The following items of personal property and fixtures owned by Seller and currently 

located on the Sale Parcels are included in this sale: none. 

5. Buyer shall pay Seller one hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($125,000) for the 

purchase of the Sale Parcels (the “Purchase Price”).  Buyer shall deliver earnest money in 

the amount of $1,000 to the Pine County Administrator within two (2) business days of 

Final Acceptance of this Agreement as herein later defined.  The earnest money shall be 

applied to the Purchase Price which Buyer agrees to pay in the following manner: 

a. CASH of $25,000, including $1,000 in earnest money due as noted above and 

$24,000 due at closing at the date specified below; PLUS 
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b. FINANCING of $100,000 provided by Seller.  Such financing shall be in the form 

of a contract for deed to be executed at closing by the parties.  The form of contract 

for deed to be executed is attached to this Agreement as Exhibit C. 

6. CLOSING: The date of closing shall be ______________________, 2019, unless otherwise 

mutually agreed to by the parties.  The closing shall take place at Sandstone City Hall, 119 

4th Street, Sandstone, Minnesota or such other location as mutually agreed upon by the 

parties. 

7. DEED: Subject to performance by Buyer, Seller agrees to execute and deliver the contract 

for deed in the form attached to this Agreement as Exhibit C. 

8. TENANTS/LEASES:  The Sale Parcels are subject to rights of tenants.  Seller shall provide 

Buyer with copies of the leases for the Sale Parcels.  Seller shall not execute any additional 

leases from the date of this Agreement to the date of closing, the term of which lease 

extends beyond the date of closing, without the prior written consent of Buyer.  Buyer’s 

consent or denial shall be provided to Seller within seven (7) days of Seller’s written 

request.  Said consent shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

9. REAL ESTATE TAXES: The Sale Parcels are currently tax exempt.   

10. SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS:  There are no levied or pending special assessments with 

respect to the Sale Parcels. 

11. POSSESSION: Seller shall deliver possession of the Sale Parcels immediately after closing.  

Seller agrees to remove all debris and all personal property not included in the sale from the 

Sale Parcels by the closing date.  

12. PRORATIONS: All items customarily prorated and adjusted in connection with the closing 

of the sale of the Sale Parcels here including but not limited to rents, operating expenses, 

interest on any debt assumed by Buyer, shall be prorated as of the date of closing.  It shall 

be assumed that Buyer will own the Sale Parcels for the entire date of the closing. 

13. RISK OF LOSS: If there is any loss or damage to the Sale Parcels between the Final 

Acceptance Date, as defined later in this Agreement and the date of closing, for any reason, 

the risk of loss shall be on Seller.  If the Property is destroyed or substantially damaged 

before the closing, this Agreement shall be cancelled, at Buyer’s option, if Buyer gives 

written notice to Seller, or licensee representing or assisting Seller, of such cancellation 

with thirty (30) days of the damage.  Upon said cancellation, Buyer and Seller shall 

immediately sign a written cancellation of Purchase Agreement confirming said 

cancellation and directing all earnest money paid here to be refunded to Buyer. 
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14. EXAMINATION OF TITLE; TITLE CORRECTIONS AND REMEDIES:  Buyer will 

order a title commitment for title insurance.  Buyer shall make written objections to the 

form or contents of the title commitment or condition of title within 10 business days after 

receipt of the same.  Buyer’s failure to make objections within such time period shall 

constitute waiver of the objections.  Seller shall have 30 days after receipt of the objections 

to cure the objections, during which period the closing will be postponed, if necessary.  

Seller shall use all reasonable efforts to correct any objections.  If the objections are not 

cured within such 30 day period, Buyer will have the option to do either of the following: 

1) terminate this Agreement, if termination is due to Seller’s failure to cure title objections 

or any other default of Seller and Seller shall repay the earnest money to Buyer; or 2) cure 

the objections at Buyer’s expense. 

15. REPRESENTATIONS AND WARRANTIES OF SELLER: The following representations 

made are to the best of the Seller’s knowledge: 

a. Seller has fee title to the Sale Parcels. 

b. To the best of Seller’s knowledge, methamphetamine production has not occurred 

on the Sale Parcels. 

c. The Seller is not a “foreign person” as such term is defined in the Internal Revenue 

Code. 

d. There are not any wells located on the Sale Parcels. 

e. There are not any underground storage tanks located on the Sale Parcels. 

f. There is not a septic system located on the Sale Parcels. 

g. There is no action, litigation, investigation, condemnation or other proceeding of 

any kind pending or threatened against Seller or any portion of the Sale Parcels.  In 

the event Seller becomes aware of any such proceeding prior to closing, Seller will 

promptly notify Buyer of such proceeding. 

h. The Sale Parcels are in compliance with all applicable provisions of all planning, 

zoning, and subdivision rules; regulations; and statutes.  Seller has obtained all 

necessary licenses, permits, and approvals necessary for the ownership and 

operation of the Sale Parcels. 

i. Prior to the closing, payment in full will have been made for all labor, materials, 

fixtures, or tools furnished within the 120 days immediately preceding the closing in 

connection with construction, alteration, or repair of any structure on, or 

improvement to, the Sale Parcels. 
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j. Seller has not received any notice from any government authority as to 

condemnation proceedings, or violation of any law, ordinance, regulation, code, or 

order affecting the Property.  If the Sale Parcels are subject to restrictive covenants, 

Seller has not received any notice from any person or authority as to a breach of the 

covenants.  Any such notices received by Seller shall be provided to Buyer 

immediately. 

k. Seller has not executed any options to purchase, rights of first refusal, or any other 

agreements giving any person or other entity the right to purchase or otherwise 

acquire any interest in the Sale Parcels, and the Seller is unaware of any options to 

purchase, rights of first refusal, or other similar rights affecting the Sale Parcels. 

l. The legal description of the Sale Parcels has been or will be approved by the County 

Examiner of Titles/Registrar of Titles for recording as of the date of closing. 

m. Seller will indemnify Buyer, its successors and assigns, against and will hold Buyer, 

its successors and assigns, harmless from, any expenses or damages, including 

reasonable attorneys’ fees, that Buyer incurs because of the breach of any of the 

above representations and warranties, whether such breach is discovered before or 

after the date of closing. 

16. TIME IS OF THE ESSENCE FOR ALL PROVISIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT. 

17. CALCULATION OF DAYS:  Any calculation of days with respect to this Agreement 

begins on the first day (calendar or Business Days as specified) following the occurrence of 

the event specified and includes subsequent days (calendar or Business Days as specified) 

ending at 11:59 P.M. on the last day. 

18. BUSINESS DAYS: “Business Days” are days which are not Saturdays, Sundays, or state or 

federal holidays unless stated elsewhere by the parties in writing. 

19. DEFAULT:  If Buyer defaults in any of the agreements herein, Seller may terminate this 

Agreement, and any payments made herein, including earnest money, shall be retained by 

Seller as liquidated damages and Buyer and Seller shall affirm the same by a written 

cancellation. In the alternative, Seller may seek all other remedies allowed by law.  If Seller 

defaults in any of the agreements herein, Buyer may terminate this Agreement and 

any payments made herein, including earnest money, shall be returned to Buyer.  If 

this Agreement is not canceled or terminated as provided herein, Buyer or Seller may seek 

actual damages for breach of this Agreement or specific performance of this Agreement; 

and, as to specific performance, such action must be commenced within six (6) months 
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after such right of action arises. 

20. SUBJECT TO RIGHTS OF TENANTS, IF ANY, BUYER HAS THE RIGHT TO 

VIEW THE SALE PARCELS PRIOR TO CLOSING TO ESTABLISH THAT THE 

PROPERTY IS IN SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME CONDITION AS OF THE 

DATE OF THIS AGREEMENT. 

21. SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS:  All provisions of this Agreement shall be binding on the 

parties’ successors and assigns. 

22. CONDEMNATION: If, prior to the closing date, condemnation proceedings are 

commenced against all or any part of the Sale Parcels, Seller or licensee representing or 

assisting Seller, shall immediately give written notice to Buyer, or licensee representing or 

assisting Buyer, of such fact and Buyer may, at Buyer’s option (to be exercised within thirty 

(30) days after Seller’s notice), declare this  Agreement canceled by written notice to Seller or 

licensee representing or assisting Seller, in which case this Agreement is canceled and neither 

party shall have further obligations under this Agreement.  In the event Buyer declares the 

Agreement canceled, Buyer and Seller shall immediately sign a written cancellation 

confirming such cancellation and directing all earnest money paid here to be refunded to 

Buyer. If Buyer fails to give such written notice, then Buyer shall be bound to proceed 

with closing, subject to any other contingencies to this Agreement.  In such event, there shall 

be no reduction in the Purchase Price, and Seller shall assign to Buyer at the closing date all 

of Seller’s rights, title, and interest in and to any award made or to be made in the 

condemnation proceedings.  Prior to the closing date, Seller shall not designate counsel, 

appear in, or otherwise act with respect to, the condemnation proceedings without Buyer’s prior 

written consent. 

23. MUTUAL IDEMNIFICATION: Seller and Buyer agree to indemnify each other against, 

and hold each other harmless from, all liabilities (including reasonable attorneys’ fees in 

defending against claims) arising out of the ownership, operation, or maintenance of the 

Sale Parcels for their respective periods of ownership.  Such rights to indemnification will not 

arise to the extent that (a) the party seeking indemnification actually receives insurance 

proceeds or other cash payments directly attributable to the liability in question (net of the 

cost of collection, including reasonable attorneys’ fees); or (b) the claim for indemnification 

arises out of the act or neglect of the party seeking indemnification.  If, and to the extent 

that, the indemnified party has insurance coverage, or the right to make claim against any 

third party for any amount to be indemnified against, as set forth above, the indemnified 
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party will, upon full performance by the indemnifying party of its indemnification 

obligations, assign such rights to the indemnifying party or, if such rights are not assignable, 

the indemnified party will diligently pursue such rights by appropriate legal action or 

proceeding and assign the recovery and/or right of recovery to the indemnifying party to the 

extent of the indemnification payable made by such party. 

24. ENTIRE AGREEMENT: This Agreement and any addenda or amendments signed by 

the parties shall constitute the entire agreement between Buyer and Seller. Any other written 

or oral communication between Buyer and Seller, including, but not limited to, e-mails, text 

messages, or other electronic communications are not part of this Agreement.  This 

Agreement can be modified or canceled only in writing signed by Buyer and Seller or by 

operation of law.  All monetary sums are deemed to be United States currency for purposes of 

this Agreement. 

25. FINAL ACCEPTANCE:  To be binding, this Agreement must be fully executed by both 

parties and a copy must be delivered to both parties. 

26. SURVIVAL:  All warranties and representations in this Agreement shall survive the 

delivery of the contract for deed and be enforceable after the closing. 

27. ATTACHED EXHIBITS are a part of this Agreement.   

28. BROKER COMMISSIONS.  Seller and Buyer represent and warrant to each other that they 

have not dealt with any brokers in connection with the transaction contemplated by this 

Agreement.  Each party agrees to indemnify, defend, and hold each other harmless from the 

claims of any broker or real estate agent. 

29. SUBDIVISION OF PID 455587000.  Seller shall be responsible for obtaining a survey of 

PID 455587000 and the legal descriptions necessary in order to subdivide the parcel into 

two parcels.  Seller shall be responsible for obtaining subdivision approval for the parcel.   

30. CLOSING COSTS AND RELATED ITEMS.  Seller shall be responsible for the following 

closing costs and related items: 1) all recording fees and charges related to the filing of any 

instrument required to make title marketable; 2) any state deed tax, conservation fee, or 

other federal, state, or local documentary or revenue stamps or transfer tax with respect to 

the contract for deed to be delivered by Seller; 3) its own legal and accounting fees 

associated with this transaction; and 4) the cost of subdividing PID 455587000.  Buyer 

shall be responsible for the following closing costs and related items: 1) the cost of 

preparing the title commitment and all premiums required for issuance of the title insurance 

policy; 2) any fees for standard searches with respect to Seller and the Sale Parcels; 3) 
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recording fees related to the filing of the contract for deed; and 4) its own legal and 

accounting fees associated with the transaction.  All closing fees charged by the title 

company and any escrow fees charged by any escrow agent engaged by the parties in 

connection with this Agreement shall be split equally between Buyer and Seller. 

31. NO PARTNERSHIP OR JOINT VENTURE.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be 

construed or interpreted as creating a partnership or joint venture between Seller and Buyer 

relative to the Sale Parcels. 

 

Seller: County of Pine    Buyer: City of Sandstone 

                                       

By: ________________________________ By: ________________________________  

Joshua Mohr, Chair          Peter Spartz 

Pine County Board of Commissioners       Mayor 

 

 

By: ________________________________ By: ________________________________  

David J. Minke          Kathy George 

County Administrator          City Administrator 

 

 Date: ___________________________ Date: ________________________________ 

 

FINAL ACCEPTANCE DATE:         The 

Final Acceptance Date is the date on which this Agreement is executed by both parties. 

 

THIS IS A LEGALLY BINDING CONTRACT BETWEEN BUYER AND SELLER.  
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EXHIBIT A 

Legal Description of the Property 

 

Tract B and Tract C less that part which lies vertically above the elevation of 1095.98 feet, National 

Geodetic Vertical Datum of 1929, Registered Land Survey No. 2, County of Pine, State of 

Minnesota. 

 

  



Page 61 of 146 

EXHIBIT B 

 

Legal Description and Depiction of the Sale Parcels 

 

Parcel 1 

 

PID 45.5588.000 

Tract C less that part which lies vertically above the elevation of 1095.98 feet, National Geodetic 

Vertical Datum of 1929, Registered Land Survey No. 2, County of Pine, State of Minnesota. 

 

AND 

 

Parcel 2 

 

PID 45.5587.000 

The southern portion of Tract B, Registered Land Survey No. 2, County of Pine, State of Minnesota, 

depicted as follows: 
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EXHIBIT C 

Form of Contract for Deed 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

    (Top 3 inches reserved for recording data)      

                                    
 

            DATE:  ________, 2019 
          

 
 
THIS CONTRACT FOR DEED (the “Contract”) is made on the above date by Pine County, a political 

subdivision under the laws of Minnesota (“Seller”), and the City of Sandstone, a municipal 

corporation under the laws of Minnesota (“Purchaser”). 

 

Seller and Purchaser agree to the following terms: 

 

1. Property Description.  Seller hereby sells and Purchaser hereby buys real property in Pine 

County, Minnesota, legally described as follows:   

[this will need to be added once a survey of the parcel to be created is complete] 

  

Check here if all or part of the described real property is Registered (Torrens) ☒ 

 

together with all hereditaments and appurtenances belonging thereto (the 

“Property”).  Unless otherwise specified, Seller hereby delivers possession of the 

Property to Purchaser on the date hereof. 

 

CONTRACT FOR DEED                                                     
by Government Entities 
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☒ The Seller certifies that the Seller does not know of any wells on the property. 

2. Title.  Seller warrants that title to the Property is, on the date of this Contract, subject only 

to the following exceptions: 

a. Covenants, conditions, restrictions (without effective forfeiture provisions and 

declarations of record, if any); 

b. Reservation of minerals or mineral rights by the State of Minnesota, if any;  

c. Utility and drainage easements which do not interfere with present improvements; 

d. Applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations; and 

e. The lien of real estate taxes and installments of special assessments which are 

payable by Purchaser pursuant to paragraph 6 of this Contract. 

3. Delivery of Deed and Evidence of Title.  Upon Purchaser’s full performance of this Contract, 

Seller shall: 

a. Execute, acknowledge, and deliver Purchaser a Warranty Deed, in recordable form, 

conveying marketable title to the Property to Purchaser, subject only to the 

following exceptions: 

i. Those exceptions referred to in paragraph 2(a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of this 

Contract; and 

ii. Liens, encumbrances, adverse claims or other matters which Purchaser has 

created, suffered or permitted to accrue after the date of this Contract. 

b. Deliver to Purchaser the certificate of title to the Property, without further 

extension, to the extent required by the purchase agreement between Seller and 

Purchaser. 

4. Purchase Price.  Purchaser shall pay to Seller the sum of one hundred twenty-five thousand 

dollars ($125,000), as and for the purchase price (the “Purchase Price”) for the Property, 

payable as follows: 

a. Purchaser shall pay to Seller $1,000 in earnest money within two days of final 

acceptance of the purchase agreement; 

b. Purchaser shall pay to Seller $24,000 on the date of closing;  
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c. Purchaser shall pay to Seller $10,000 on July 1st of every year of this Contract for 5 

years, beginning on July 1, 2019; interest is set at 0%; and 

d. Purchaser shall pay a $50,000 balloon payment to Seller within five years from the 

date this Contract; Seller and Purchaser have the option of entering a new contract 

for deed to refinance the balloon payment five years from the date of this Contract 

under the same interest terms above. 

5. Prepayment.  Unless otherwise provided in this Contract, Purchaser shall have the right to 

fully or partially prepay this Contract at any time without penalty.  Partial prepayment shall 

not postpose the due date of the installments to be paid pursuant to this Contract or 

change the amount of such installments. 

6. Real Estate Taxes and Assessments.  Taxes or assessments, if any, shall be the responsibility 

of the Purchaser after the date of this Contract. 

7. Property Insurance. 

a. Insured Risks and Amounts.  Purchaser shall keep all buildings, improvements, and 

fixtures now or later located on or a part of the Property insured against loss by fire, 

lightening and other such perils as are included in a standard “all-risk” endorsement, 

and against loss or damage by all other risks and hazards covered by a standard 

extended coverage insurance policy, including, without limitation, vandalism, 

malicious mischief, burglary, theft and, if applicable, steam boiler explosion.  Such 

insurance shall be in an amount no less than the full replacement cost of the 

buildings, improvements, and fixtures, without deduction for physical depreciation.  

If any of the buildings, improvements, or fixtures are located in a federally 

designated flood prone area, and if flood insurance is available for that area, 

Purchaser shall procure and maintain flood insurance in amounts reasonably 

satisfactory to Seller. 

b. Other Terms.  The insurance policy shall contain a loss payable clause in favor of 

Seller which provides that Seller’s right to recover under the insurance shall not be 

impaired by any acts or omissions of Purchaser or Seller, and that Seller shall 

otherwise be afforded all rights and privileges customarily provided a mortgagee 

under the so-called standard mortgage clause. 
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c. Notice of Damage.  In the event of damage to the Property by fire or other casualty, 

Purchaser shall promptly give notice of such damage to Seller and the insurance 

company. 

8. Damage to Property. 

a. Application of Insurance Proceeds.  If the Property is damaged by fire or other 

casualty, the insurance proceeds paid on account of such damage shall be applied to 

payment of the amounts payable by Purchaser under this Contract, even if such 

amounts are not then due to be paid, unless Purchaser makes a permitted election 

described in the next paragraph.  Such amounts shall be first applied to unpaid 

accrued interest and next to the installments to be paid as provided in this Contract 

in the inverse order of their maturity.  Such payment shall not postpose the due 

date of the installments to be paid pursuant to this Contract or change the amount 

of such installments.  The balance of insurance proceeds, if any, shall be the 

property of Purchaser. 

b. Purchaser’s Election to Rebuild.  If Purchaser is not in default under this Contract, or 

after curing such default, and if the mortgagees in any prior mortgages and sellers in 

any prior contracts for deed do not require otherwise, Purchaser may elect to have 

that portion of such insurance proceeds necessary to repair, replace, or restore the 

damaged Property (the “Repairs”) deposited in escrow with a bank or title insurance 

company qualified to do business in the State of Minnesota or such other party as 

may be mutually agreeable to Seller and Purchaser.  The election may only be made 

by written notice to Seller within sixty (60) days after the damage occurs.  Also, the 

election will only be permitted if the plans and specifications and contracts for the 

Repairs are approved by Seller, which approval Seller shall not unreasonably 

withhold or delay.  If such a permitted election is made by Purchaser, Seller and 

Purchaser shall jointly deposit, when paid, such insurance proceeds into such 

escrow.  If such insurance proceeds are insufficient for the Repairs, the Purchaser 

shall, before the commencement of the Repairs, deposit into such escrow sufficient 

additional money to insure the full payment for the Repairs.  Even if the insurance 

proceeds are unavailable or are insufficient to pay the cost of the Repairs.  

Purchaser shall at all times be responsible to pay the full cost of the Repairs.  All 



Page 66 of 146 

escrowed funds shall be distributed by the escrowee in accordance with generally 

accepted sound construction disbursement procedures.  The costs incurred or to be 

incurred on account of such escrow shall be deposited by Purchaser into such 

escrow before the commencement of the Repairs. Purchaser shall complete the 

Repairs as soon as reasonably possible and in a good and workmanlike manner, and 

in any event the Repairs shall be completed by Purchaser within one (1) year after 

the damage occurs. If, following the completion of and payment for the Repairs, 

there remains any undisbursed escrow funds, such funds shall be applied to 

payment of the amounts payable by Purchaser under this Contract in accordance 

with paragraph 8(a) above. 

9. Injury or Damage Occurring on the Property. 

a. Liability. Seller shall be free from liability and claims for damages by reason of 

injuries occurring on or after the date of this Contract to any person or persons or 

property while on or about the Property. Purchaser shall defend and indemnify 

Seller from all liability, loss, cost, and obligations, including reasonable attorneys' 

fees, on account of or arising out of any such injuries. However, Purchaser shall have 

no liability or obligation to Seller for such injuries which are caused by the 

negligence or intentional wrongful acts or omissions of Seller. 

b. Liability Insurance.  Purchaser shall, at Purchaser's own expense, procure and 

maintain liability insurance against claims for bodily injury, death and property 

damage occurring on or about the Property in amounts reasonably satisfactory to 

Seller and naming Seller as an additional insured. 

10. Insurance Generally. The insurance which Purchaser is required to procure and maintain 

pursuant to paragraphs 7 and 9 of this Contract shall be issued by an insurance company or 

companies licensed to do business in the State of Minnesota and acceptable to Seller. The 

insurance shall be maintained by Purchaser at all times while any amount remains unpaid 

under this Contract. The insurance policies shall provide for not less than ten (10) days 

written notice to Seller before cancellation, non-renewal, termination or change in 

coverage, and Purchaser shall deliver to Seller a duplicate original or certificate of such 

insurance policy or policies. 
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11. Condemnation. If all or any part of the Property is taken in condemnation proceedings 

instituted under power of eminent domain or is conveyed in lieu thereof under threat of 

condemnation, the money paid pursuant to such condemnation or conveyance in lieu 

thereof shall be applied to payment of the amounts payable by Purchaser under this 

Contract, even if such amounts are not then due to be paid.  Such amounts shall be applied 

in the same manner as a prepayment as provided in paragraph 5 of this Contract.  Such 

payments shall not postpone the due date of the installments to be paid pursuant to this 

Contract or change the amount of such installments. The balance, if any, shall be the 

property of Purchaser. 

12. Waste, Repair, and Liens.  Purchaser shall not remove or demolish any buildings, 

improvements, or fixtures now or later located on or a part of the Property, nor shall 

Purchaser commit or allow waste of the Property. Purchaser shall maintain the Property in 

good condition and repair. Purchaser shall not create or permit to accrue liens or adverse 

claims against the Property which constitute a lien or claim against Seller's interest in the 

Property. Purchaser shall pay to Seller all amounts, costs and expenses, including 

reasonable attorneys' fees, incurred by Seller to remove any such liens or adverse claims. 

13. Compliance with Laws. Except for matters which Seller has created, suffered, or permitted 

to exist prior to the date of this Contract, Purchaser shall comply or cause compliance with 

all laws and regulations of any governmental authority which affect the Property or the 

manner of using or operating the same, and with all restrictive covenants, if any, affecting 

title to the Property or the use thereof. 

14. Recording of Contract; Deed Tax.  Purchaser shall at Purchaser’s expense record this 

Contract in the Office of the County Recorder in the county in which the property is located 

within four (4) months of the date hereof.  Purchaser shall pay any penalty imposed under 

Minnesota Statutes section 507.235 for failure to timely record the Contract.  Seller shall, 

upon Purchaser's full performance of this Contract, pay the deed tax due upon the 

recording of the deed to be delivered by Seller. 

15. Notice of Assignment. If either Seller or Purchaser assigns its interest in the Property, the 

assigning party shall promptly furnish a copy of such assignment to the non-assigning party. 

Page 5 of 6 Minnesota Uniform Conveyancing Blanks Form 30.1.1 
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16. Protection of Interests. If Purchaser fails to pay any sum of money required under the terms 

of this Contract or fails to perform any of the Purchaser's obligations as set forth in this 

Contract, Seller may, at Seller's option, pay the same or cause the same to be performed, or 

both, and the amounts so paid by Seller and the cost of such performance shall be payable 

at once, with interest at the rate stated in paragraph 4 of this Contract, as an additional 

amount due Seller under this Contract.  If there now exists, or if Seller hereafter creates, 

suffers or permits to accrue, any mortgage, contract for deed, lien or encumbrance against 

the Property which is not herein expressly assumed by Purchaser, and provided Purchaser is 

not in default under this Contract, Seller shall timely pay all amounts due thereon, and if 

Seller fails to do so, Purchaser may, at Purchaser's option, pay any such delinquent amounts 

or take any actions reasonably necessary to cure defaults thereunder and deduct the 

amounts so paid together with interest at the rate provided in this Contract from the 

payments next coming due under this Contract. 

17. Defaults and Remedies. The time of performance by Purchaser of the terms of this Contract 

is an essential part of this Contract. If Purchaser fails to timely perform any term of this 

Contract, Seller may, at Seller's option, elect to declare this Contract cancelled and 

terminated by notice to Purchaser in accordance with applicable law or elect any other 

remedy available at law or in equity.  If Seller elects to terminate this Contract, all right, 

title, and interest acquired under this Contract by Purchaser shall then cease and terminate, 

and all improvements made upon the Property and all payments made by Purchaser 

pursuant to this Contract (including escrow payments, if any) shall belong to Seller as 

liquidated damages for breach of this Contract.  Neither the extension of the time for 

payment of any sum of money to be paid hereunder nor any waiver by Seller of Seller's 

rights to declare this Contract forfeited by reason of any breach shall in any manner affect 

Seller's right to cancel this Contract because of defaults subsequently occurring, and no 

extension of time shall be valid unless agreed to in writing.  After service of notice of default 

and failure to cure such default within the period allowed by law, Purchaser shall, upon 

demand, surrender possession of the Property to Seller, but Purchaser shall be entitled to 

possession of the Property until the expiration of such period. Failure by Seller to exercise 

one or more remedies available under this paragraph shall not constitute a waiver of the 

right to exercise such remedy or remedies thereafter. 
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18. Binding Effect. The terms of this Contract shall run with the land and bind the parties hereto 

and the successors in interest. 

19. Headings. Headings of the paragraphs of this Contract are for convenience only and do not 

define, limit, or construe the contents of such paragraph. 

 

 

Seller: County of Pine    Purchaser: City of Sandstone 

                                       
By: ________________________________ By: ________________________________  

Joshua Mohr, Chair          Peter Spartz 
Pine County Board of Commissioners       Mayor 
 
 

By: ________________________________ By: ________________________________  
David J. Minke           Kathy George 
County Administrator          City Administrator 

 
          

     
 
          
 
             
  
 
State of Minnesota, County of Pine 
 
This instrument was acknowledged before me on _____________________, by _______________ 
       (month/day/year) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  (Stamp)           
       _______________________________________________________ 
       (signature of notarial officer) 
 

       Title (and Rank): ________________________ 
      
       My commission expires:__________________ 
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State of Minnesota, County of Pine 
 
This instrument was acknowledged before me on _____________________, by ________________ 
       (month/day/year) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
  (Stamp)           
       _______________________________________________________ 
       (signature of notarial officer) 
 

       Title (and Rank): _______________________ 
      
       My commission expires:_________________ 
           (month/day/year) 
 
 

 
THIS INSTRUMENT WAS DRAFTED BY:  TAX STATEMENTS FOR THE REAL PROPERTY  
Reese Frederickson     DESCRIBED IN THIS INSTRUMENT SHOULD BE 
Pine County Attorney     SENT TO: City of Sandstone 
635 Northridge Drive NW    119 4th Street 
Suite 310      P.O. Box 641 
Pine City, MN 55063     Sandstone, MN 55072 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 

RESOLUTION 20190515-03 

 

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE REAL PROPERTY PURCHASEAGREEMENT 

AND ACQUISITION OF CERTAIN PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 130 

ORIOLE STREET EAST  

(PID 45.5588.000 AND THE SOUTHERN PORTION OF PID 45.5587.000), 

SANDSTONE, MN 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of Sandstone (the “City”) is authorized pursuant to Minnesota Statutes 

Section 412.221, subdivision 2 to acquire real property by contract for deed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City proposes to enter into a Real Property Purchase Agreement (the 

“Agreement”) between the City and Pine County (the “Seller”), under which, among other things, 

the Seller will convey the property located in the City at 130 Oriole Street East (PID 45.5588.000 

and the southern portion of PID 45.5587.000)(the “Property”) to the City by contract for deed; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City finds and determines the acquisition of the Property is in the public 

interest; and 

  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

SANDSTONE AS FOLLOWS: 

 

1. The Council hereby approves the Agreement in substantially the form presented to 

the Council, including the acquisition of the Property by the City, subject to 

modifications that do not alter the substance of the transaction and are approved by 

the Mayor and the City Administrator, provided that execution of the Agreement by 

those officials shall be conclusive evidence of their approval. 

 

2. City staff and officials are authorized to take all actions necessary to perform the 

City’s obligations under the Agreement as a whole, including without limitation, 

execution of the Agreement and any other documents to which the City is a party 

referenced or attached to this Agreement, including the contract for deed, and other 

documents necessary to convey the Property to the City, as described in the 

Agreement. 

 

Approved by the City Council of the City of Sandstone this 15th day of May, 2019. 

 

      CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 

 

__________________________________ 

      Peter Spartz, Mayor  

 

Attest: 

 

___________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Robin Street – Road Maintenance Agreement 

 

BACKGROUND: In 2016, the City entered into a Road Maintenance 

Agreement with Sandstone Township for Robin Street.  The 

main purpose of the agreement was to clarify and create an 

equitable division of the financial and maintenance 

responsibilities for this shared road (the north side of the road 

is in the Township and the south side of the road is in the 

City). 

 

Each party is responsible for cutting brush and grass in 

ditches on their side of the road.  The City and Township 

split 50/50 the costs of any drainage improvements, which 

includes replacing culverts under the roadway, grading work, 

etc.  But each party is responsible for the culverts on its side 

of the roadway. 

 

Each party will split 50/50 the costs of Class V or other 

material and costs associated with hauling, spreading and 

grading the material.  Gravel is to be done on an as needed 

basis. 

 

In accordance with the 2016 Agreement, the City was 

responsible for grading and snow plowing the road through 

March, 2017.  The Township took over April 1, 2017.  And 

the City then took over April 1, 2018.  This agreement was 

for a 3-year term, which expired March 31, 2019.   

 

Mayor Spartz and I attended the May 2nd Township meeting 

to discuss the arrangement.  The Township agreed to renew 

the contract with the Township being responsible for grading 

and snow plowing effective April 1, 2019, and the City 

taking their turn effective April 1, 2020, and switching back 

and forth each year.   

 

The Township also agreed to make the agreement indefinite, 

renewing automatically April 1 each year.  Either party may 

cancel the contract with a 60-day written notice. 

 

At the Township meeting, Township Board Members 

expressed interest in working out an agreement with the City 

regarding Old Military Road and Airport Road.  Currently, 
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the Township is responsible for maintaining OMR from the 

City limits to Taylor Road, which is a distance of 

approximately 2.5 miles.  The City maintains Airport Road, 

which has a section of approximately a quarter of a mile that 

is located in the Township.  Township members stated they 

would attend the Council Meeting to discuss this item 

further. 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS • Current Road Maintenance Agreement for Robin St. 

• Proposed Amendment Language re Robin St. 

 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 
• Review and approve Amendment Language 

regarding Robin Street 

• Discuss OMR and Airport Road with the Township 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Robin Street – Petition for Local Improvement 

 

BACKGROUND: City staff has received numerous complaints this year regarding the 

poor condition of Robin Street.  This is not uncommon, especially 

in the spring as it is difficult to maintain gravel roads to the level 

that urban residents and taxpayers are accustomed to.  Staff 

typically has to wait until after the spring thaw to start grading the 

road.  Any fill placed before this time will simply wash away in the 

ditches.  In the meantime, residents have to endure the difficult 

surface as they travel to and from their homes. 

 

The City was approached by property owner Alissia Kreger, asking 

what could be done to improve this road.  Kreger was informed of 

the process to Petition for Local Improvement.  Kreger then 

obtained signatures on a petition form, asking that the road be 

improved by blacktopping.  5 property owners signed the petition, 

representing 45% of the frontage abutting Robin Street.  About half 

of the 5 petitioners represent the Township side of the road, and 

half represent the City side. 

 

According to Minnesota Statute 429.031, at least 35% of the 

property owners abutting the road need to sign the petition in order 

for the City to proceed with a Feasibility Study to determine what 

the improvement would entail, what the estimated cost would be, 

and how the costs would be assessed to the property owners. 

Property owners then vote on whether or not they want to proceed.  

 

The Petition was presented to the Township at their May 2nd 

meeting.  Town Board Members were not in favor of paving the 

road, noting that they have dirt roads all over the Township and 

they cannot afford to pave them.  If they approved this one, others 

will also want their road paved.  The Township did agree to look at 

the road and, since then, are making arrangements to apply about 

24 loads of gravel on Robin Street.   

 

Staff has heard from some of the petitioners, and they are not 

satisfied with the Township’s response.  They would like to move 

forward with a feasibility study to determine what the costs would 

be to pave the road.  In speaking with SEH Engineer Greg 

Anderson, the estimated cost of the feasibility study is $4,000. 
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ATTACHMENTS Petition for Local Improvement 

Resolution 20190515-04 Ordering Feasibility Report 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve Resolution 20190515-04 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE, MINNESOTA 
RESOLUTION NO. 20190515-04 

 
Resolution Declaring Adequacy of Petition and Ordering Preparation of Report 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF SANDSTONE, State of Minnesota, County of Pine: 
 
1. A certain petition requesting the improvement of Robin Street between State Highway 23 and 
west on Robin Street to the dead end, filed with the council May 15, 2019, is hereby declared to be 
signed by the required percentage of owners of property affected thereby. This declaration is made 
in conformity to Minn. Stat. § 429.035. 
 
2. The petition for proposed Improvement is hereby referred to Engineer Greg Anderson, Short 
Elliott Hendrickson Inc., and that person is instructed to report to the council with all convenient 
speed advising the council in a preliminary way as to whether the proposed improvement is 
necessary, cost-effective, and feasible; whether it should best be made as proposed or in 
connection with some other improvement; the estimated cost of the improvement as recommended; 
and a description of the methodology used to calculate individual assessments for affected parcels. 
 
Adopted by the council this 15th day of May, 2019. 
 
 
               
         Mayor 
    ___________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
Published in the Pine County Courier May 23, 2019. 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Ordinance No. 20190515-01 Establishing Licensing and Regulations 

for Mobile Food Units and Food Carts 

 

BACKGROUND: The EDA has been discussion Mobile Food Units and Food Carts 

since November, 2018.  The topic came up during discussion on 

how to bring more business to the downtown area.  Since that time, 

staff and the EDA have been working on a proposed ordinance 

regarding Mobile Food Units and Food Carts.   

 

The final draft is hereby presented to the City Council for 

consideration. 

 

According to Minnesota Statute 415.19, cities must publish the text 

of any new or amended ordinances at least 10 days before a final 

vote by the Council.  To satisfy this requirement, the City can post 

the draft ordinance on the City Bulletin Board and/or post the draft 

on the City website.  Neither of these actions have been taken at 

this time. 

 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Draft Ordinance 20190515-01 Establishing Licensing and 

Regulations for Mobile Food Units and Food Carts 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and, if acceptable, staff will post the draft on the City 

Bulletin Board and on the City website.  Council can then adopt the 

Ordinance at the June Council Meeting. 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

ORDINANCE NO. _________________ 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING LICENSING AND REGULATIONS FOR MOBILE FOOD UNITS 

AND FOOD CARTS. 

 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SANDSTONE HEREBY ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1. Chapter XI, Business and Trade Regulations, of the Sandstone City Code is hereby amended 

to add Section 1170, which shall read as follows: 

Article V. Mobile Food Units and Food Carts 

1170.01. Purpose. 

This ordinance is designed to permit the reasonable use of mobile food units and food carts on publicly-

owned property, including streets and rights-of-way, while preventing any adverse consequences to 

residents, businesses and public property. 

1170.02. Definitions. 

The following words and terms when used for this license shall have the following meanings unless the 

context clearly indicates otherwise. 

(a) Mobile Food Unit. (1) A self-contained food service operation, located in a motorized, wheeled or 

towed vehicle, that is readily movable without disassembling and that is used to store, prepare, display, or 

serve food intended for individual portion service; or (2) a mobile food unit as defined in Minnesota Statutes 

Section 157.15, Subdivision. 9. 

(b) Food Cart. A food and beverage service establishment that is a non- motorized vehicle that is self-

propelled by the operator. 

1170.03.  License Requirement. 

(a) Type of License.  Each applicant must indicate whether it is applying for a temporary license or an 

annual license for any number of days in the calendar year.  A temporary license allows mobile food unit or 

food cart operations in the city for up to seven (7) days total during a calendar year.  An annual license 

allows mobile food unit or food cart operations in the city for eight (8) days or more during any calendar 

year.  A licensee will only be issued one temporary license per calendar year; however, nothing shall 

prohibit a temporary licensee from applying for an annual license within the same year.  

(b) License fees. Fees for both temporary and annual licenses are set forth in the City’s fee schedule. 

(c) License Application Requirements. It is unlawful for any person to operate a Mobile Food Unit or a 

Food Cart on publicly-owned property in the city, including streets and rights-of-way, without first 

obtaining a license form the city. An application for a license shall be filed, along with the required fee, with 

the City Clerk. The applicant must be the owner of the Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart. The application 

shall be made on a form supplied by the city and shall contain information requested by the City, including 

the following: 

(1) Name of the owner and operator (if different than the owner) of the mobile food unit or 

food cart and permanent and temporary home and business addresses; 

(2) The applicant’s full legal name, date of birth, and driver’s license number; 
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(3) A description of the nature of the business, the goods to be sold and the license plate 

number and description for any motorized or unmotorized vehicle to be used in conjunction with the 

activity; 

(4) If applying only for a temporary permit, the applicant must provide the exact dates and 

locations for each day up to seven (7) days of proposed mobile food unit or food cart operations. 

(5) A phone number and email address of the applicant, with a designation of a preferred 

mailing address for notices related to the license; 

(6) The name, address and contact information for the commissary with which the mobile food 

unit or food cart is affiliated, if applicable; 

(7) A certificate of insurance by an insurance company authorized to do business in the State of 

Minnesota, evidencing the following forms of insurance: 

(i) Commercial general liability insurance, with a limit of not less than one million 

dollars ($1,000,000) each occurrence. If such insurance contains an annual aggregate limit, 

the annual aggregate limit shall be not less than two million dollars ($2,000,000). 

(ii) Automobile liability insurance with a limit of not less than one million dollars 

($1,000,000) combined single limit. The insurance shall cover liability arising out of any 

auto, including owned, hired and non-owned vehicles; 

(iii) Workers compensation insurance (statutory limits) or evidence of exemption from 

state law; and, 

(iv) The City shall be endorsed as an additional insured on the Commercial General 

Liability certificate of insurance. 

(8) Coverage afforded under the policies shall not be cancelled without at least thirty (30) days’ 

advanced written notice to the City, or ten (10) days’ written notice for non-payment of premium. 

(9) A signed statement that the licensee shall hold harmless the city and its officers and 

employees, and shall indemnify the city and its officers and employees for any claims for damage to 

property or injury to persons which may be occasioned by any activity carried on under the terms of 

the license; 

(10) A site plan that includes: number of off-street parking spaces, description of food truck or 

food cart, location on the site where the food truck/trailer or food cart will be set up. 

(11) A copy of each related license or permit if applicable issued by Pine County and the State 

of Minnesota required to operate a Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart; and, 

(12) A copy of the applicant’s state sales tax ID number. 

1170.04.  Exemptions.  The following shall be exempt from the provisions of this ordinance: 

(a) Community events approved and licensed or permitted by the City Council, provided that 

participating vendors are covered by the event license or permit and are otherwise compliant with the 

Minnesota Department of Health standards. 

(b) Children conducting a neighborhood lemonade stand or similar type with parent’s approval. 
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1170.05. Conditions of Licensing. A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may only operate if compliant with the 

following: 

(a) Locations. A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may only operate in the locations set forth in this 

ordinance. A mobile food unit or food cart may only operate in commercial and industrial zoning districts, 

and must be placed on either concrete or bituminous unless otherwise approved by the City.  

A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may only operate in a city park or on city property with the prior written 

approval of the City; additional permits may be required for such operations. 

(b) Performance Standards. A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart licensee is subject to the following 

performance standards. 

(1) Applicable license fee shall be paid. 

(2) Only food and non-alcoholic beverages shall be sold. 

(3) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart shall be operated in strict compliance with the laws, rules 

and regulations of the United States, State of Minnesota, Pine County and the City of Sandstone. 

(4) Wastewater or gray water may not be drained into City storm water drains. 

(5) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart shall provide and maintain at least one clearly designated 

waste container for customer use per each Food Cart or Mobile Food Unit. The operator of a Mobile 

Food Unit or Food Cart is responsible for daily removal of trash, litter, recycling and refuse. Public 

trash cans shall not be used to dispose of waste generated by the operation. The permittee shall 

provide a garbage receptacle with a tight-fitting lid. The receptacle shall be easily accessible for 

customer use, and located within 5 feet of the unit.  The permittee shall be responsible for collecting 

any visible trash or other debris from mobile food unit or food cart operations within a one hundred 

(100) foot circumference of the unit, which patrons have not properly disposed of. 

(6) A Mobile Food Unit must provide a power supply that is screened from public view and 

that complies with pertinent City noise regulations.  Electrical cords and hook ups to public utilities 

are not permitted. 

(7) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may operate between 7 a.m. and 10 p.m. and must not 

create any unnecessary noise, disturbances or disrupt public traffic or safety in any way. An 

exemption to hours may be authorized by City Council on a per event basis. 

(8) Mobile Food Units or Food Carts shall be allowed to set up one (1) hour prior to conducting 

food vending and shall exit from the site within one (1) hour of the close of conducting business.  

The permittee shall ensure that the site is free of refuse and debris prior to exiting the site. 

(9) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may have a maximum footprint of 300 square feet unless 

otherwise approved by the City. 

(10) One “A” frame sign not exceeding twelve (12) square feet per side is permitted during 

operation, not to impede on vehicular or pedestrian traffic. 

(11) Operators must clean around their Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart at the end of each day 

and the Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart must be kept in good repair and have a neat appearance. 

(12) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart operator must be licensed by the Minnesota Department 

of Health and Proof of the Minnesota Department of Health licensing must be provided and posted 

on the Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart. 
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(13) An out of service Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart stored within the City must comply with 

all applicable zoning ordinance requirements. 

(14) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may not operate within one hundred (100) feet from the 

public entrance to any restaurant and/or any portion of a restaurant’s outdoor dining area during that 

restaurant’s hours of operation unless the licensee obtains written permission from the restaurant 

owner/manager. 

(15) Mobile Food Units or Food Carts cannot locate within three hundred (300) feet from the 

perimeter of any pre-approved festival, sporting event or civic event unless a license is issued to be 

a part of the festival or event. 

(16) Mobile Food Units or Food Carts shall not be left on city property after the daily hours of 

operation, except as otherwise provided by city code pertaining to vehicle parking. 

(17) A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart may not operate in city-owned parking lots, except those 

parking lots adjacent to or inside a city park with the approval of a special event permit. 

(18) Free-standing food tents, not associated with a Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart, are not 

allowed on city-owned property unless they have obtained a special event permit; or, unless they are 

operating through an organization that has already obtained such permit. 

(c) Non-Transferable License. A Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart license is non-transferable. Proof of 

license shall be displayed at all times in the Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart. 

(d) Practices Prohibited. It is unlawful for any person engaged in the business of a Mobile Food Unit or 

Food Cart operation to do any of the following: 

(1) Call attention to that licensee’s business by crying out, blowing a horn, ringing a bell, loud 

music or by any loud or unusual noise, or by use of any amplifying device; 

(2) Fail to display proof of license and produce valid identification when requested; 

(3) Leave a Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart unattended or at an authorized location outside 

allowed hours of operation; 

(4) Operate the Mobile Food Unit or Food Cart in or on public sidewalks or trails; 

(5) Obstruct the ingress or egress from commercial buildings during the building hours of 

operation; 

(6) Claim endorsements by the City; or 

(7) Conduct business in any manner as to create a threat to the health, safety, and welfare of a 

specific individual or the general public. 

1170.06. Suspension or Revocation of a License. 

A license issued pursuant to this Article may be suspended by the City if the licensee has violated the terms 

of this ordinance, or is otherwise conducting business in such a manner as to constitute a breach of the 

peace, fraudulent conduct, or any other conduct that is prohibited by local, state or federal laws or 

regulations. Falsification of information required for a license is also grounds for denial, suspension or 

revocation of a license. The license shall be automatically revoked if the licensee does not file an appeal 

pursuant to this Section. When taking action on any license issued under this Section, the City shall provide 

the licensee with verbal or written notice of the violation. The notice shall inform the licensee of its right to 
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be heard before the City Council. The notice shall also inform the licensee that the license shall be 

automatically revoked if no appeal is filed within twenty-one (21) days of the date of the notice by the city. 

Verbal notice shall be confirmed within five (5) days by a mailed written notice to the licensee. The City 

Council shall not conduct a hearing on a suspension or revocation unless a request is made by the next City 

Council meeting. No City Council resolution or other notice calling for a hearing shall be required. 

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take place upon its passage and publication according to law. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Sandstone, Minnesota, this 

_______________ day of ________________, 2019. 

 

 

 

__________________________________ 

Peter Spartz, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

__________________________________ 

Kathy George, City Administrator
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Sandstone Fire Department – April Report 
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Sandstone Fire Relief General Meeting Minutes 

Regular Meeting 

April 22, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 9:26 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL: Devlin, Hanson, Degerstrom and Haugen  

Members absent:  City Administrator George, Apple and T Breffle 

Staff present: Mayor Spartz and Recording Secretary Nelson 

Others present: Chaz Mann 

 

Minutes from January 28, 2019 meeting read by recording secretary. 

 

Motion Degerstrom, second Hansen to accept the minutes. Motion carried 5-0. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: 

The state board reported an almost 10% return for the first quarter.  Mayor Spartz called to verify. 

Mayor Spartz was informed that both the Northview and Credit Union were quarterly certificates.  

With Lois’ help, he found and verified that they are both yearly certificates.  If the Association 

wants to drop the special fund certificate down to $20,000, removing the $2000, the penalty would 

be about $150 of lost revenue.  It won’t come due for another eight months.  The state funds will 

come at about the same time. 

If the Association wants to draft a document on the maturity date indicating where the interest 

should go to, the Credit Union will accept it. 

The training that the department was considering will probably not take place so the money is not 

needed soon.   

When Association wants to access the credit union funds, it’ll take two of the council to sign the 

paperwork.   

Mayor Spartz talked to Altoff about the remaining $7,900 remaining tax refund.  He’s hoping that 

when he files the form this year indicating the Association does not owe any taxes, the IRS will 

refund the $7,900 that they are holding. 

The March 31, 2019 General fund balance is $4,865.58; Special Fund $233,816.10; Tax refund 

$7,929.99 - Total value $246,611.67 Net change from Jan 1, 2019 is (449.11). 

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to accept the treasury report.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Motion Hansen, second Degerstrom to have Mayor Spartz draft a letter to the Credit Union and 

Northview Bank indicating that both certificates of deposit are to be brought down to $20,000 on 

their maturity date with the Credit Union cutting a check for the remaining balance and Northview 

moving the remaining funds into the checking account.  Motion carried 5-0.  

 

Unfinished Business 

The information retention policy is on hold for now. 

 

Bylaws committee 

The bylaws committee will meet after the next training. 

 

New Business 

Fund Raising 
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White Castle has approached the Fire Department regarding fund raising.  The Fire Department 

would claim a Monday, Tuesday or Wednesday night and 15% of White Castle sales during a 3-hr 

period goes straight to the Relief Association.  May 27 (Memorial Day) or July 3 would be good 

days.  The question was raised about a bucket for donations.  Devlin will probably appoint Andrew 

to spearhead this effort.  Quarry Days is approaching and the Fire Department has been approached 

to run or partake in the pie eating contest.  Quarry Days is usually pretty busy for the Fire 

Department with the parade, the waterball fight and the fireworks for the Fire Department so it 

probably won’t work.   

The Lion’s Club is willing to share their profits if the firefighters are willing to help with the 

pancake breakfast.  Degerstrom will talk to Kyle and Devlin will talk to Tim Franklin regarding 

this. 

 

Uniforms 

Devlin has been working with the local t-shirt business to set up a website with an approved 

uniform.  Class A is not the best uniform to work a pancake breakfast.  It was brought up that the 

City should take care of station apparel.  The website can be set up so that public can go online, 

order Sandstone Fire Department or Relief Association supporter apparel and the proceeds will go 

to the Relief Association. 

 

Bills and Communications: 

Payment of bookkeeper and recording secretary is necessary.  A communication was received from 

Altoff to give him access to the Relief Association’s accounts and update the firefighers’ list. 

 

Motion Haugen, second Degerstrom to pay the bills.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Report of Committees: none 

 

Election of officers: none 

 

Adjourn 

Motion Degerstrom, second Hanson to adjourn 10:06 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

 

 

 

  



Page 99 of 146 

Sandstone Public Library 

April report 

Jeanne Coffey, Librarian 

 The Friends of the Library had to cancel and reschedule their author dinner with Larry Millet.  

Because of an April snowstorm, the dinner was moved to May 2nd. 

The snowstorm also cancelled one of our weekly story times for kids but we managed to have three 

story times with great attendance.  Forty four kids came to this weekly event and had a great time. 

One of our book clubs also had to be cancelled but the other one still met later in the month. 

In all we answered two hundred sixty five reference questions and we saw one thousand two 

hundred eighty patrons. 

We are getting ready for the busy season when our Summer Reading Program begins at the end of 

the next month.   

 
Jeanne Coffey, Branch Librarian 
East Central Regional Library (ECRL) 

Sandstone Public Library 

119 North Fourth Street 
P.O. Box 599 

Sandstone, MN  55072 
Phone: 320-245-2270 

http:// www.ecrlib.org  jcoffey@ecrlib.org 

 

  

http://www.ecrlib.org/
mailto:jcoffey@ecrlib.org
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City of Sandstone  

EDA Meeting Minutes 

April 24, 2019 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Spartz, Franklin, Devlin, Palmer 

Members absent: Anderson, LaBounty 

Staff present:  Administrator George and Recording Secretary Nelson  

Others present: Lorien Mueller, Maria Riewer and Jodi Isaacson from Great Lakes Management 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance. 

 

APPROVE AGENDA 

Motion Palmer, second Spartz to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES 

Motion Spartz, second Palmer to approve March 27, 2019 Regular EDA Meeting minutes.  

Motion carried 5-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS / PRESENTATIONS:  

Lorien Mueller & Maria Riewer – Great Lakes Management 
Mueller made the quarterly presentation to the EDA regarding the Wild River properties.  2019 has 

gone very well so far.  The revenue is over budget by $17,000 due to lower than projected vacancies.  

The total operating expenses are under budget by $18,000.  The management fee is over budget 

because it is based on the percentage of effective revenue.  The occupancy rate for the Senior building 

has been at 100% since August of 2018.  The average occupancy for the first three months of 2019 for 

the Townhome building is 97%.  Staff continues to build the waiting list for both properties.  

 

Projected capital improvement projects that are outside the operating budget consist of lobby painting, 

property sign replacement and a playground at the Townhome property.  Senior building projects 

include elevator upgrades and property sign replacement.  The management company does not do any 

of these projects without acquiring three bids, developing a project proposal and coming to the EDA 

with the information.   

 

The current Management Agreement is coming up for renewal in June.  Great Lakes Management is 

proposing an increase to the fixed management fee, from $1,026 per month to $1,355 per month. The 

management fee is comprised of a fixed fee and an incentive fee, which is 1.5% of the gross revenue.  

Mueller stated that this is the first increase of fees in at least a decade.  The proposed increase 

represents a 32% increase in the monthly management fee, which is shared 50/50 by each building.  

Mueller discussed what the fees cover (Human Resources, Accounting, Reporting, etc.) and the fact 

that the management company tries to have their fees at 4% of gross revenue.  With the projected 2019 

budget and the current fee structure, the fees will be about 3.39% of revenue.  EDA Members discussed 

that although there hasn’t been an increase for quite some time, 32% is quite a hike in one year.  The 

question was raised as to why Great Lakes Management would wait ten years to raise the fees and then 

raise them so much at one time.  Mueller stated that there have been times in the past when the 

properties were not cash flowing; therefore, Great Lakes Management did not feel that it would be 

appropriate to propose an increase.  With the proposed increase, the total management fee would be 

$26,000 in 2019 for both buildings.  EDA Members discussed the good work Great Lakes Management 
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does and what increase in fees they are comfortable with.  The consensus was that the 32% increase 

would work if it can be spread out over three years. 

 

Motion Devlin, second Spartz to approve the proposed capital projects at the Townhomes 

and Senior Building after receiving acceptable bids that fall within the budgeted amounts.  

Motion carried 4-1 with Franklin opposed, stating concerns with the playground at the 

Townhomes not being open to the general public.   

 

NEW BUSINESS:  

Norther Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps 
Jill Baum, Executive Director of the Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps out of Duluth, MN 

came to Sandstone on April 16th with some of her staff members to tour The Rock. Northern Bedrock is 

a non-profit agency with the goal of engaging the next generation in the preservation trades by 

partnering with skilled trades professionals doing historic preservation work.  

 

Baum and her agency are willing to partner with the City on some clean-up efforts. They would focus 

primarily on the auditorium and key entranceways to clear debris, salvage materials and clean.  A 

typical project of this type would cost $10,000.  Baum is asking the City to contribute $5,000 towards 

their efforts and to provide someplace to camp for their workers, showers for the workers, a dumpster 

and some supplies. They would be working in the building for seven days.  Administrator George 

talked to Minnesota Housing Partnership regarding the Technical Assistance program and found that 

this cost would go toward the City’s match.  EDA Members asked about liability for the safety of the 

workers, the City does have insurance coverage. The EDA has a fund balance of $112,135.77 for The 

Rock Redevelopment.  

 

Motion Devlin, second Palmer to accept Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps’ 

offer to bring in a crew to start cleaning up the interior of The Rock, with the EDA 

contributing $5,000 towards the cost and also providing camping, showers, a dumpster, and 

some supplies.  Motion carried 5-0. 

 

Wild River Senior Apartments 
Steve Michel, the commercial broker who is marketing the Wild River Townhomes for the EDA, has 

prepared a proposal for marketing the Senior Apartments as well. As mentioned at the March EDA 

meeting, buyers in the multi-family housing market are looking for opportunities to benefit from 

economy of scale – more units mean administrative expenses can be spread out, which makes the 

properties more profitable.  Michel has received feedback from investors who are only interested if 

they can also purchase the Senior Building as well.  Michel places a potential sales price on the Senior 

Apartments of $2,630,000.  Administrator George suggested meeting with the residents of the Senior 

Building to discuss plans and hear their concerns.  After brokerage fees, the EDA could clear over a 

million dollars and lower the levy for taxpayers.  The EDA agreed to have a special meeting over at 

the Senior Apartment Building on Wednesday, May 1st, at 6:00 p.m.    

 

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve the Brokerage Agreement from Steve Michel for 

the Senior Apartment Building.  Motion passed 4-1 with Devlin opposed. 

 

CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

Mobile Food Units 
The EDA continued to review a DRAFT ordinance regulating Mobile Food Units and Food Carts.  

There has been discussion about whether or not the ordinance should address private property or just 

City-owned property (parks and right-of-way).  Consensus of the EDA is that right-of-way and parks 
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are the main concern.  The ordinance will not affect private property.  The ordinance will be revised 

and presented to the City Council for approval. 

 

Business Park – Shovel Ready Application 
The City has been working for over 2 years to obtain “shovel ready” status for the Business Park. 

During the process, staff learned that an ALTA survey is needed in order to be certified “shovel ready”. 

The ALTA survey was completed for $7,500.  The recent snag in the process is that a Phase 1 

Environmental study is required. The EDA had submitted the Phase 1 from the initial development of 

the Business Park; however, that report only included the property where the hospital is now located. 

The EDA will need to have a Phase 1 conducted on all of the parcels in the Business Park. If the Phase 

1 study reveals that a Phase 2 Environmental study is needed (which likely could happen because of the 

leaking underground storage tanks that were discovered), then the Phase 2 study would be needed in 

order to move forward with the Shovel Ready application.   

 

Two quotes were received for the Phase 1, with the low quote being $1,960 for the northern 8 parcels 

or $2,000 if the southern 5 parcels are added.  However, if a Phase 2 is required, there could be another 

$8,000 cost.  The shelf life on these environmental studies is typically 5 years. If a developer is 

interested in purchasing property, their financing entity will likely require them to do their own studies 

as well. In the end, a lot of money could be spent by the EDA that doesn’t really help to sell a lot.  

Administrator George spoke with Kylle Jordan, Regional Business Development Manager with DEED.  

Jordan stated that other communities have also experienced these hurdles; however, they proceed with 

the process in order to better market their industrial parks.  Jordan stated that even though developers 

will likely need their own studies, they feel more comfortable proceeding knowing that the EDA has 

also conducted studies.  Jordan said that when DEED is contacted by a potential developer, they look to 

the shovel ready sites and see if there is a match.  They then put the developer in touch with the 

appropriate contact person.  Jordan covers the Twin Cities area.  She stated that Brad Brzezinski, out of 

Duluth, would cover Sandstone.  George will invite Brzezinski to an EDA meeting and will also offer 

him a tour of the park.   

 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to move forward with the Phase 1 Environmental Study for 

the Business Park at a cost of $2,000.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

Various Updates 

The following updates were provided: 

 

• EDA Business Breakfast – RESCHEDULED to April 25th from 7:00 – 9:00 a.m. Lori Loew will 

cater the event, which will be held at Pam Lewis’ new real estate office on Main Street.  

 

• Federal EDA Grant – Business Park Special Assessments  
 

o The Federal EDA Grant has been closed out and the final disbursement has been received, 

which includes an additional amount of $83,116 that was submitted as contingency expenses.  
o This goes hand-in-hand with working on the final figures that are to be specially assessed 

against the properties in the business park – this work continues, with good progress being 

made.  

 

• Opportunity Zones – Pine Technical & Community College in Pine City is hosting “An 

Introduction to Opportunity Zones” on Monday, April 29th, at 6:30 p.m.  Administrator George 

plans to attend; EDA Members are welcome to attend as well.   
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• Lunch & Learn – The third opportunity was provided on April 18th with the topic:  Savvy Branding 

Strategies to Build Your Customer Base.  Kris LaBounty, Val Palmer and Administrator George 

attended, along with Mary Thorvig and Matt & Jennifer Anderson.  The attendees indicated that it 

was an interesting meeting. 

 

• Northspan Group Proposal – The Proposal was modified based on the discussion at last month’s 

EDA meeting.  Analysis of Targets for Potential Development of a Rail Spur has a budget not to 

exceed $5,200.  Business Retention and Expansion Outreach has a budget not to exceed $7,500.  

Ongoing Support has a budget not to exceed $2,300. 

 

• Habitat for Humanity - Wayne Eller has been informed that the EDA approved offering two lots to 

Habitat.  He was very pleased. Habitat is interested in 605 Park and 313 Park. 

 

• Minnesota Housing Partnership Technical Assistance – The next step in this process is to consider 

the pros and cons of working with a developer or with a consultant to redevelop The Rock.  There 

is an investor who is interested. 

 

• Department of Agriculture’s contractor Terracon will start Thursday on their 2019 Spring sampling 

activities with ambient air sampling along Skunk Creek and collecting potable well samples.  The 

following week, they will monitor well and surface water sampling activities throughout the City.   

 

ADJOURN 

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to adjourn at 7:18 p.m.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Phillip Kester, Chair 

             

                 __________________________________________ 

        Kathy George, Executive Director 
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City of Sandstone  

EDA Special Meeting Minutes 

May 1, 2019 

Wild River Senior Apartment Building 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL:  Spartz, Franklin, Palmer, Devlin, LaBounty      

Members absent: Kester, Anderson 

Staff present:  Administrator George   

Others present: Maria Riewer & Jodi Isaacson, Great Lakes Management; Steve Michel, Michel 

Commercial Real Estate International, Inc.; many residents of the Wild River Senior Apartment 

building 

 

MEET WITH TENANTS AT WILD RIVER SENIOR APARTMENT BUILDING 

The purpose of the Special EDA Meeting was for EDA Members to meet with residents of the 

Wild River Senior Apartment building to discuss the City’s intention to market the property, along 

with the Wild River Townhomes.  The meeting took place in the community room at the Senior 

building.   

 

Vice President Palmer welcomed everyone and explained that the City is planning to actively 

market the Senior Apartment building for sale.  She asked everyone in the room to introduce 

themselves and state how long they have been residents of the building.   

 

Palmer then opened the floor for questions.  Residents asked many questions, such as: 

 

• Why is the City selling the building?  The Wild River projects have been very successful.  

The City took on the project 25 years ago when no one would build them.  They haven’t 

always been cash-flowing and, over the years, have depended on subsidies from the 

taxpayers.  Now that the properties are doing well, and no longer require a subsidy, the 

City feels it is time to sell them and free up funds for the EDA to concentrate on other 

projects, such as The Rock. 

• Will our rent be increased?  It’s hard to say what a new owner will decide to do.  With the 

current rent structure, the property is cash flowing. 

• Why are the rents increased every year?  Costs of maintenance and operations increase 

every year.  Rent needs to increase as well.  It is better to have small increases along the 

way than to have a large increase all at one time. 

• Why are some tenants paying less than others for their apartment?  It depends on the unit 

being rented.  In the past, when units were available, the rent was not increased on those 

units in order to attract tenants.  Slowly, rents have been increasing across the board and 

are starting to equalize. 

• Will the building remain a senior building?  It is anticipated that it will remain restricted to 

seniors because there is a demand as evidenced by the waiting list and the 2018 Housing 

Study.  However, the City cannot guarantee what a new owner will do. 

• Will the new owner take care of the building and not let it deteriorate?  It would be in the 

owner’s best interest to take care of the building, and protect their interest. 
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• What will happen to Jodi and Jason?  Although the City cannot guarantee it, it is hoped that 

the new owner will be interested in keeping Jodi and Jason on because they do such a 

wonderful job. 

 

Residents raised other questions as well; such as, what is the plan for The Rock, why doesn’t the 

City demolish all of the vacant buildings downtown, what is the City doing to promote economic 

development, and what does EDA mean.  There was good discussion and interaction between all 

present.  Residents were encouraged to contact Administrator George with any additional questions 

they may have. 

  

ADJOURN 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.   

 

 

 

_________________________________________ 

Phillip Kester, Chair 

             

                 __________________________________________ 

        Kathy George, Executive Director 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

May 8, 2019 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER   

Chair Riley called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

ROLL CALL 

Members present: Steve Palmer, Andrew Spartz, Randy Riley, Rene Stadin, Reese 

Frederickson  

Members absent: Cassie Gaede 

Staff present:  Administrator Kathy George 

Others present:       Tim Franklin 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

AGENDA – The following were given as additions to the Agenda:  Tim Franklin, Historic 

Presentation; John Wright Building Acquisition; Wild River Properties Disposal.  Motion Palmer, 

second Spartz, to approve the Agenda with the additions.  Motion passed 5-0. 

 

MINUTES – Motion Palmer, second Spartz, to approve the minutes from the March 13, 2019 

Planning Commission Meeting.  Motion passed 5-0.  The Planning Commission did not meet in 

April.   

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS / PRESENTATIONS:   

 

Tim Franklin, Historic Presentation.  Franklin was present to review a report he created as part of a 

History class he is taking at the University of Minnesota – Duluth.  He chose the topic of “The 

consideration of a Heritage Preservation Commission for the City of Sandstone” thinking that his 

research may help the City with the redevelopment of The Rock (the old high school building).  

Franklin made a similar presentation to the City Council on April 17th.   

 

Franklin considered the creation of a Historic Preservation District, taking in the many historic 

buildings in Sandstone.  Through his research, he learned that Sandstone does not have a true 

“historic district” because the buildings are scattered throughout town making it impossible to 

draw a boundary around them.  There would be too many non-contributing buildings in the district.  

Franklin also learned that in 2012, consultants found that the City’s commercial area lacked 

sufficient integrity to be listed for consideration on the National Register of Historic Places as a 

whole.  There are several individual buildings that are on the National Register.  Franklin also 

noted that there are many buildings throughout the Country that were made with sandstone 

quarried from the Sandstone quarry that are on the National Register as well. 

 

Franklin then considered submitting a National Register Multiple Property Documentation Form.  

However, he found that the paperwork was overburdensome and adds little value to local historic 

districts.  He then went on to research creating a Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC).  An 

HPC can designate their own historic district, with their own rules, with the focus on retaining the 

historic character of Sandstone.  Franklin found that it takes a really strong grass-roots effort to 

establish an effective HPC.   
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If an HPC were created, the City could become a Certified Local Government (CLG), which would 

open the door to federal grant opportunities.  There are several steps and requirements in the 

process of becoming a CLG.  Franklin found that there is only $100,000 available annually in grant 

funds for all CLGs.   

 

Franklin noted that the City’s Comprehensive Plan suggests the City identify existing contributing 

historic structures and preserve/rehab those structures.  The Comp Plan also states that the City 

should identify existing contributing historic structures in the core residential neighborhood.  It 

also states that the City should consider creating an historic district and pursue a local historic 

designation. 

 

Commissioners noted appreciation for Franklin’s report, stating that it is a good concept.  Some 

Commissioners had been hoping something like this could happen for years and are interested in 

getting the storefronts in the Downtown district to look nicer.  Some are interested in restoring the 

Quarry to its original state.  Others want to see something done with The Rock.  Chair Riley stated 

that if a group of excited residents wanted to take this on, he would support it.   

 

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:  

 

Zoning Ordinance Update.  The Planning Commission continued working on updating the Zoning 

Ordinance.  Now that the core districts have been reviewed in joint session with the City Council, 

the Planning Commission will turn its attention to supporting sections of the City Code.   

 

A Manufactured Home Park overlay district was discussed.  It was noted that there is one 

manufactured home park in Sandstone (on Jay Street); however, the current Zoning Ordinance 

does not regulate it.  Commissioners stated that a Manufactured Home Park should be listed as a 

Conditional Use in the Traditional Residential and Suburban Residential Districts.  They then went 

on to review Pine City’s ordinance to use as an example.  Overall, Pine City’s ordinance seems 

appropriate.  There are a few follow up items: finding out what the requirements of the Vehicle 

Code refers to, and checking with the Pine City Fire Department about road widths.  For buffering, 

the Commission determined to use similar language they have already included in other sections of 

the new Zoning Ordinance. 

 

The Planning Commission also discussed Section 516 – Manufactured Homes, which regulates 

individual manufactured homes being placed in town.  It was noted that the City is not allowed to 

have certain criteria for just one type of home.  The criteria should apply to all residential 

structures.  The title will be changed to Architectural Standards, and the section will apply to all 

residential structures.  Some changes or follow up to the current section include: 

 

• Requiring roof lines to be at least a 5/12 pitch, rather than a 3/12 pitch; 

• Finding out what is meant by “sheet metal roofs”; 

• Adding the requirement that the side of the structure facing the street should include a 

functional front entry and window; 

• Adding the requirement that all dwellings being moved into the city shall meet all 

applicable building codes and conform to the land use ordinance building standards as 

described in this section prior to being moved into the city. 
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The Commission then discussed the Recreational Vehicle District, which is currently in the Zoning 

Ordinance.  Like the Manufactured Home Park section, the RV District would be considered an 

overlay district.  In the new Zoning Ordinance language, an RV District is only allowed in the 

Prospective Interchange District with a Conditional Use Permit.  Commissioners noted that 

through the CUP process, they will be able to refine the requirements based on the actual location 

chosen for an RV District, if and when that happens.  Overall, Commissioners felt that the current 

language is appropriate, with the following changes: 

 

• Removal of the requirement that RV parks must have an adequate central community 

building in a location easily accessed by park users with laundry washing and drying areas 

and machines, and public toilets, lavatories and showers.  The building must have adequate 

heating and be maintained in a safe, clean, and sanitary condition.  Commissioners noted 

that if a developer wanted to include these things, that would be fine; however, they did not 

want to make it a requirement.   

• Removal of the minimum lot size requirements.  Commissioners stated that they would 

work with a developer when plans are submitted.   

• Under the Utilities section, Commissioners removed the requirement that all RV sites be 

connected to water and electrical service; replacing it with the requirement that potable 

water be available.   

• Under Storage, Commissioners removed the requirement that large items (boats, etc.) be 

stored in a separate, secured and screened area.   

 

It was noted that both Manufactured Home Parks and Recreational Vehicle Parks are licensed by 

the State.   

 

Administrator George shared follow up information with the Commission regarding Wind 

Turbines.  The City Attorney reviewed Section 517 Towers and Antennas as requested and 

determined that this Section of Code does not apply to Wind Turbines.  The Attorney also noted 

that Wind Turbines are not listed as a use in any of the Zoning Districts.  Therefore, she concludes 

that they are not currently allowed.   
 

NEW BUSINESS:   

 

Acquisition of the John Wright Building 

 

MN Statutes 462.356 states that if the City has adopted a Comprehensive Plan, then no publicly 

owned interest in real property within the City can be acquired or disposed of until after the 

Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed acquisition or disposal and reported its findings 

to the City Council as to compliance with the Comp Plan.   

 

Administrator George explained that the City has been negotiating with the County for the 

purchase of the John Wright Building, 130 Oriole Street East.  She stated that the City’s intent is to 

move the Streets & Parks Department into the building and also use portions of the building for 

various community purposes.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the current zoning of the property (Large Lot Rural), the proposed zoning 

under the updated Zoning Ordinance (Industrial), and the zoning on the Future Land Use Map that 

was established in the Comp Plan (Industrial).  Publicly owned buildings would be allowed in 

either the current Large Lot Rural District or the proposed Industrial District with a Conditional 
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Use Permit.  After discussion, motion by Spartz, second by Palmer, that the Planning 

Commission finds that the City’s acquisition of the John Wright Building to house the Streets 

& Parks Department operations is in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

Motion passed 4-0, with Frederickson abstaining stating that since he is the County Attorney, 

he is involved in the transaction on behalf of the County.  Commissioners noted concern with 

the vague reference to various community purposes and how that use might conflict with industrial 

/ City maintenance activities. 

 

Disposal of the Wild River Properties 

 

Again, in accordance with MN Statutes 462.356, the Planning Commission must review the 

disposal of properties owned by the City to determine if the action is in compliance with the 

Comprehensive Plan.  Administrator George stated that the City’s Economic Development 

Authority is working with a broker to actively market both the Wild River Townhomes and the 

Wild River Senior Apartment Building for sale.   

 

Commissioners reviewed the current zoning of the Townhomes (High Density Residential), the 

proposed zoning under the updated Zoning Ordinance (Traditional Residential), and the zoning on 

the Future Land Use Map that was established in the Comp Plan (Traditional Residential).  Three 

and four-family dwellings and planned unit developments would be allowed as a Conditional Use 

in the new Traditional Residential District.   

 

Commissioners also reviewed the current zoning of the Senior Apartments (High Density 

Residential), the proposed zoning under the updated Zoning Ordinance (Historic Downtown 

District), and the zoning on the Future Land Use Map (Historic Downtown District).  In the 

proposed Historic Downtown District, apartments are allowed as long as they are located above the 

first floor, behind the storefront, or in the basement.  The current use would be deemed a lawful 

non-conforming use.   

 

Commissioners also reviewed the Housing Goals that were noted in the Comp Plan: 

 

• Eliminate substandard housing. 

• Assure that residents have access to safe and affordable housing in good neighborhoods 

that meet the needs of all community members. 

• Make sure there is housing for current and future needs. 

 

It is not anticipated that the use of either property, as multi-family and senior housing, would 

change when the properties are sold. 

 

Motion by Stadin, second by Palmer, that the Planning Commission finds that the City’s 

disposal of the Wild River Properties is in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

Motion passed 5-0. 

 

OTHER:  None 

 

ADJOURN:  Motion Stadin, second Palmer, to adjourn.  Motion passed 5-0.  Time 8:55 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, May 10, 2019  

 

Members present: Dorothy Dybvig, Tony Vavricka, Mary Franklin, Eric Sturtz, Dave Barsness, 

David Chasson; Council Liaison Tim Franklin 

Members absent:  Karry White 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George, Streets & Parks Supervisor Craige Hiler  

Guests: None 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:00 a.m.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda 

Photo Voice Project was given as an addition to the Agenda.  Motion Franklin, second Barsness, 

to approve the agenda with the addition.  Motion passed 5-0 (Chair Dybvig had not arrived 

yet). 

 

Minutes 

Motion Sturtz, second Franklin, to approve the minutes of the April 12, 2019 meeting.  

Motion passed 5-0.  

 

New Business  

 

A. Special Event Permit Application – Sandstone Evangelical Free Church – The City 

received a Special Event Permit Application from Cheryl Stafne on behalf of the Sandstone 

Evangelical Free Church.  They propose to host “Family Fun in the Park” at Train Park on 

June 13, July 11, and August 15 (Thursdays) from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. They estimate there 

will be 50 attendees each night.  They plan to provide hotdogs, chips and lawn games.  

Motion Vavricka, second Sturtz, to recommend the City Council approve the Special 

Event Permit Application of the Sandstone Evangelical Free Church.  Motion passed 

6-0..  

 

B. Special Event Permit Application – Elm Creek Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints – The City received a Special Event Permit Application from Reed Taylor on 

behalf of the Elm Creek Ward of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  They 

would like to camp at Robinson Park with their church youth group on June 21st – 22nd 

(Friday and Saturday).  They estimate about 15 attendees.  They also plan to go rafting and 

do some rock climbing.  They are interested in doing some type of service / small jobs in 

the park as well. 

 

 Motion Vavricka, second Barsness, to recommend the City Council approve the 

Special Event Permit Application of the Elm Creek Ward of the Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints with the following conditions: 

 

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the bathroom by the picnic pavilion 
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o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

• Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware of the event. 

Motion passed 6-0. 

 

C. City Code 960 – Special Events – Since February, the Park Commission has been 

discussing possible changes to City Code 960.  The majority of discussion has centered 

around streamlining the process.  Rather than requiring Special Event Permits be presented 

to the Park Commission for a recommendation to the City Council, and then having the 

City Council make the final determination, Park Commissioners are proposing a 

modification to allow for the City Administrator to approve or deny the Special Event 

Permit Applications.  Additional language has been added to allow for an appeal process if 

an application has been denied by the City Administrator.  Language has also been added to 

require the City Administrator notify the Park & Recreation Commission and the City 

Council of approved events.   

 

 At the May meeting, Commissioners looked more closely at section 960.07 (Permit not 

Required).  After discussion, it was decided to remove this section entirely, after checking 

with the City Attorney.  Once this question is answered, the draft is ready to be presented to 

the City Council for consideration.  

 

D. Photo Voice Project – The City has been approached by Eagle Teens in Action, a group of 

high school students who are working to reduce the use of drugs and alcohol among their 

peers.  They plan to use photos they took at Robinson Park for two separate messages – one 

message of hope and one message of concern.  One photo is of the rock wall that is covered 

with graffiti.  The other photo depicts two individuals looking at the river.  The group also 

asked if the City was interested in building a structure specifically meant for graffiti.   

 

 Commissioners discussed the idea and noted that they are not interested in creating a space 

for graffiti.  They acknowledged that some people like to have their photos (graduation, 

wedding, etc.) taken in front of the graffiti.  The Streets & Parks crew also attends to any 

obscene graffiti that might appear from time to time.  Otherwise, Commissioners noted no 

concern for the plans of the Photo Voice Project. 

   

Continuing Business   

 

The following update was provided on the various items listed as Continuing Business on the 

Agenda: 

 

Lions Hill Chalet.  The Commission addressed the many needs that were previously discussed 

concerning the chalet at Lions Hill.  Hiler is getting quotes to extend sewer and water to the 

building.  He is also looking at the chimney and roof to determine the extent of the needed repairs.  

George will call Drilling Electric to have an electrical review of the building done, as suggested by 

D&E when they replaced the furnace.  Other work needed involves painting and repair work.  The 

Sandstone Lions Club has expressed interest in helping with the needs.  Hiler and George will 

work on putting together a list with cost estimates so that the Sandstone Lions can talk about it 

further at their May 23rd Board Meeting. 
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Robinson Park.  The Legacy Grant Application is due by the end of July.  11 contractors have been 

contacted about the Gin Pole project.  Hopefully, some of them will be willing to provide a quote.  

Hiler is working with Mike Johnson on replacing the stage.  A meeting is being arranged with 

DNR representatives to look at the old dam remnants and the boat ramps.  Spring Clean Up is 

coming up on May 18th.  The MN Climbers Association members will be reminded.  PeopleService 

contractor Alex Leger is reviewing the Climbers request to move the hydrant shed and water 

supply closer to the cliff.  There were 5 registrations for 7 days of camping in April.   

 

Commissioner Barsness reported that some of the rock on one of the powder houses seems to be 

disappearing.  It was suggested that signage be put up at various locations in the park letting people 

know that Robinson Park is on the National Register of Historic Places and that removal of historic 

artifacts is against the law. 

 

KREEC Site Redevelopment.  Commissioners received a report on the meeting that took place 

with the DNR, Council Member Brandon Devlin, and Park Commissioners on April 22nd.  George 

stated that the major take away was that mixed uses – ATV’s in a confined space and 

camping/hiking/skiing could work if designed correctly.  The group had talked about creating an 

ATV training center on the west side of Old Military Road and developing trails and camping on 

the east side.   

 

Commissioners discussed what the driving forces are behind these ideas.  Is there an ATV group 

lobbying for a training center?  Is there enough demand in the area for hiking and camping sites?  

It was noted that the Audubon Center uses the property for hiking.  There is already an existing 

patchwork of trails that could be maintained.  The ATV training center could provide something 

that is lacking in the area and, therefore, bring more people into town.   

 

Train Park. Artist Carole Bersin is resuming work on the Kettle River Watershed Mural as the 

weather permits; the grant is supposed to be closed out by June 30th.  Commissioners are working 

on the plans for Arts in the Park; details are needed by May 20th for the advertising.  The Kiosk 

project is moving forward; all of the updated information has been provided to Craig Saari.  It is 

hoped that the posters will be in place by the end of May. 

 

Angle Park. The hockey boards will be offered for sale on the Public Surplus Auction site to see if 

there is any interest. 

 

Eagle Field.  Commissioners discussed signage for the park.  Lee Dybvig had agreed to make the 

sign, but would like input on the verbiage.  Commissioners decided the sign should say EAGLE 

FIELD on the top line, and City of Sandstone in smaller print underneath. 

   

Other – Other updates were provided as follows: 

 

Pine Avenue – Big Spring Falls – City Engineer Steve Rose and Streets & Parks Supervisor Craige 

Hiler are working together to come up with a plan to improve the City’s portion of the road, along 

with cost estimates. 

 

DNR Regional Meeting- Pine County Commissioners hosted a DNR Regional Meeting on April 

30th at the St. Croix State Park Visitors Center.  Patty Thielen is the new Regional Director for this 



Page 113 of 146 

area.  She went through all the different divisions of the DNR, explaining what each of them do.  It 

was very informative.  A handout was provided to Commissioners. 

 

Scenic Byway Workshop – Deputy Clerk Alana Tyson attended the workshop this week at the 

Audubon Center of the North Woods.  Commissioner Vavricka also attended.  He reported that 

there is interest in connecting the St. Croix Scenic Byway to the Veterans Evergeen Scenic Byway 

through the City of Sandstone.  Commissioners noted that it would be great to have a visitor’s area 

at Train Park.   

 

Climbing Advocacy Summit – George attended this event last weekend (May 4-5) at Devil’s Lake 

in Wisconsin.  Sessions she attended covered: 

• Maintaining Relationships with Public Land Managers 

• Maximizing Your Local Climbing Organization’s Impact 

• From Obscure to Official (Ice Climbing) 

• Stewardship Workshop 

She reported that this was a great weekend.  There were climbers from all over the Country – 

Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Upper Peninsula, Colorado, Arkansas, Illinois, Missouri, Ohio, South 

Dakota, and more.  Good networking.  Rock Climbing and Ice Climbing are growing at a fast rate.  

They are even being considered for the Olympics, which will only increase the interest.  She 

mentioned creating an emergency response station in Robinson Park.  The Fire Department is also 

looking for funding and equipment in order to provide rope rescue.  Commissioner Vavricka stated 

that he would be interested in becoming a volunteer firefighter, with an emphasis on creating a 

Ropes Rescue Team.   

 

Adjourn 

 

Motion Barsness, second Vavricka, to adjourn the meeting at 9:30 a.m. Motion passed 6-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Special Event Permit Application – Sandstone Evangelical Free 

Church 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received a Special Event Permit Application from Cheryl 

Stafne on behalf of the Sandstone Evangelical Free Church.  They 

propose to host “Family Fun in the Park” at Train Park on June 13, 

July 11, and August 15 (Thursdays) from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. They 

estimate there will be 50 attendees each night.  They plan to 

provide hotdogs, chips and lawn games. 

 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Special Event Permit Application 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Park Commission recommends the City approve the Special 

Event Permit Application  

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Sandstone City Council 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: May 15, 2019 

SUBJECT: Special Event Permit Application – Elm Creek Ward of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 

 

 

BACKGROUND: The City received a Special Event Permit Application from 

Reed Taylor on behalf of the Elm Creek Ward of the Church 

of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.  They would like to 

camp at Robinson Park with their church youth group on 

June 21st – 22nd (Friday and Saturday).  They estimate about 

15 attendees.  They also plan to go rafting and do some rock 

climbing.   

 

They are interested in doing some type of service / small jobs 

in the park. 

 

  

ATTACHMENT(S): Special Event Permit Application 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The Park Commission recommends approval with the 

following conditions:   

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the 

bathroom by the picnic pavilion 

o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

• Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with 

signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware 

of the event. 

 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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