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City of Sandstone 

Park & Recreation Commission 

AGENDA 

Friday – September 20, 2019   

8:00 a.m. – City Hall 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

 

3. Approve Agenda 

 

4. Approve Meeting minutes  

a. July 12, 2019 there was no meeting in August (pgs. 2-5) 

 

5. New Business:  

a. NASA Request (pgs. 6-7) 

b. Bob Sweet Request (pgs. 8-9) 

c. Scout Troop 187 Request (pg. 10) 

d. DNR Annual Special Youth Hunt (pgs. 11-13) 

e. Sandstone Climbers Festival (pgs. 14-17) 

 

6. Continuing Business  

 

a. Lions Hill Chalet (pgs. 18-19) 

b. Robinson Park (pgs. 20-28) 

c. KREEC Site Redevelopment (pgs. 29-46) 

 

7. Other 

a. Miscellaneous Updates (pg. 47) 

 

8. Adjourn  
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PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

Friday, July 12, 2019  

 

Members present: Tony Vavricka, Eric Sturtz, Dave Barsness, David Chasson 

Members absent:  Karry White, Mary Franklin, Dorothy Dybvig 

Staff Present: Administrator Kathy George, Streets & Parks Supervisor Craige Hiler  

Guests: None 

 

Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 8:04 a.m. by Vice-Chair Barsness.  

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

Agenda 

Motion Sturtz, second Chasson, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion passed    4-0. 

 

Minutes 

Motion Chasson, second Sturtz, to approve the minutes of the June 14, 2019 meeting.  

Motion passed 4-0.  

 

New Business  

 

A. Special Event Permit Application – OSAC – The City received a request from the Old School 

Arts Center to hold at Art Festival in Train Park on Sunday, September 8th, from 10:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m.  They plan to have art displays, vendors, food sales, silent auction, farmers market, 

face painting, and music.  They estimate 75-100 attendees.  They are charging a $1.00 

admission fee.  They plan to rent a port-a-potty.  They have also applied for a temporary liquor 

license for the event, which will be presented to the City Council for approval. 

 

Motion Barsness, second Sturtz, to recommend the City Council approve the Special 

Event Permit Application for the OSAC Art Festival on September 8th in Train Park.  

Motion passed 4-0. 

 

B. Sandstone Quarry Lions Request – Bench in Train Park - The City received a request from 

Kristee Thorvig on behalf of the Sandstone Quarry Lions to place a bench in Train Park.  The 

Lions earned the bench from Trex Furniture’s plastic bag recycling challenge.  Thorvig also 

asked if the Park Commission had a color preference.  Commissioners had questions regarding 

whether or not there would be a cement slab and if the bench would be secured in some way.  

They agreed on a color preference of dark brown. 

 

 Motion Vavricka, second Sturtz, to recommend the City Council accept the donation of 

the bench and further directing the Quarry Lions to work with City Staff on the 

placement of the bench.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

C. National Night Out – August 6th – Commissioners worked with Staff to prepare for National 

Night Out.  The American Legion will serve food, with the food being provided by the City.  



 

Park & Recreation Commission Agenda – September 20, 2019 

Page 3 of 47 

The Dairy Association has been contacted to serve ice cream, with the City paying for the ice 

cream.  Fred Keller has been secured as the musician.  The Sheriff, Fire Department, 

Ambulance, County Health & Human Services will be invited.  County Attorney Reese 

Frederickson and East Central School Superintendent Andy Almos will attend.  

Representatives from the Federal Correctional Institute have been invited.  There will be a 

formal program to introduce the special guests and allow time for them to speak.  The 

Audubon Center will be invited, as well as The Tree House and the Eagle Teens in Action.  An 

emcee for the event is needed.  Staff will look into having a bouncy house for kids.  It was 

decided to use the bandshell this year, rather than the gazebo. 

 

D. August Park Meeting - The August Park meeting is on Friday, August 9th.  This is the start of 

Quarry Days and the Friends of the Library will be setting up and holding their book sale in the 

meeting room.  Motion Vavricka, second Chasson, to cancel the August Park & Rec 

Commission meeting, noting that a special meeting can be called if necessary.  Motion 

passed 4-0. 

 

Continuing Business   

 

The following update was provided on the various items listed as Continuing Business on the 

Agenda: 

 

City Code 960 – Special Events –  At the June Park Commission meeting, Commissioners 

approved changes and recommended the Ordinance be presented to the City Council for adoption.  

At the June 19th Council Meeting, one change was made by the Council which was to keep 

“funeral processions” listed as an exemption from the ordinance. 

 

Commissioners then discussed the exemption for any event involving 299 or fewer people, that is 

less than three hours in duration and that does not involve any alcohol sales or consumption.  

Previously, they had agreed to remove this exemption; however, on further thought, they decided 

to keep the exemption but to change it from “299 or fewer” to “75 or fewer”.  Motion by 

Vavricka, second by Sturtz, to allow an exemption for events involving 75 or fewer people.  

Motion passed 4-0. 

 

The final ordinance will be presented to the City Council for adoption.   

 

Lions Hill Chalet.  Miller’s Roofing & Siding completed the re-roofing of the chalet.  They were 

able to reuse the chimney pipe, which they repainted.  A quote has been received from Mike 

Johnson for extending sewer and water to the building; however, staff is waiting for a second 

quote.  The Sandstone Lions Club has agreed to contribute $2,500 to the repairs.  They would like 

a plaque placed in honor of Frank Loken somewhere inside the chalet, noting that the Lions 

participated in the project in memory of him.  Motion Vavricka, second Sturtz, to recommend 

the City Council accept the Sandstone Lions donation of $2,500.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Robinson Park.   

 

• A meeting took place on June 26th with DNR representatives to look at the old dam remnants 

and the boat ramps/access points.  One of the suggestions made by the DNR was to install 
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bouys and cables to address safety concerns.  Commissioners discussed this and felt that it 

would not be appropriate to add bouys and cables and, in fact, would be more dangerous due to 

the rapid rising and falling of the water level in the Kettle River.  The City will provide a letter 

of support for the Kettle River to be placed on the list of the River Restoration Unit of the 

DNR.  The City will work with the DNR on a project to add a ramp at Access Point #1, which 

is the northern-most access point in Robinson Park.  Access Point #2 could be developed into a 

usable ramp for trailers/boat access.  This is the middle of the 3 access points in Robinson 

Park.  Access Point #3 (off the main parking lot) will be eliminated with the Legacy Grant 

project; however, it would be good to have some type of landing area at this location. 

• Spring Clean Up took place June 22nd.  Three Commissioners, George, one community 

volunteer, and about 10 climbers participated.  There may be another clean up effort in the fall.    

• Staff is looking into the possibilities and costs associated with bringing electricity to the 

Climbers shed and also to the top of the stage wall or light wall.  It was reported that it is not 

feasible to move the shed closer to the wall because of the bedrock. 

• There were 25 registrations for 26 days of camping in June.   

 

KREEC Site Redevelopment.  A meeting was held at the site on July 10th.  George reported that 

when she talks to people about the possibility of having an ATV obstacle course, she receives 

positive feedback.  She would like to explore the possibility by having a feasibility study 

conducted as she sees this potential use as an economic benefit to the area and it would fill a gap in 

the region.  She stated that the study would look at potential users and also the site. 

 

Commissioner Vavricka was adamantly opposed to motorized recreation in the City.  He stated 

that for the past 15 years the City has focused on “green tourism”.  He made a motion that no 

ATVs be allowed in any City Parks.  The motion died for lack of a second. 

 

Commissioner Chasson was also opposed, stating confusion with the process.  He and others have 

been meeting to discuss the possibility of having hiking and ski trails on the property.  George 

noted that there are many other opportunities for hiking and skiing in the area.  She did not feel 

that the City should expend funds to provide more hiking and skiing.  Chasson also noted wetland 

concerns on the property. 

 

Commissioner Sturtz stated that he has no personal interest in ATVs; however, he is supportive of 

a study to determine legitimate users. 

 

Commissioner Barsness stated that he would like to explore all possibilities regarding various uses.  

He suggested the item be tabled.   

 

Motion Chasson, second Barsness, to broaden the spectrum of attendees at another meeting 

regarding the feasibility of the site.  Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Angle Park. The Zamboni is currently being offered for sale on the Public Surplus Auction site.   

   

Other – Other updates were provided as follows: 
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AmeriCorps – A crew working with the Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps will be 

camping at Robinson Park July 24-31 as they will be working on debris removal at The Rock.  An 

Ice Cream Social is being planned for Friday, July 26th, from 5-7 at The Rock. 

 

Adjourn 

 

Motion Chasson, second Sturtz, to adjourn the meeting at 9:15 a.m. Motion passed 4-0. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy George, City Administrator 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: NASA Request 

 

BACKGROUND: Travis Brown, Robotic Systems Engineer with NASA contacted the 

City about the possibility of testing a robot on the ice climbing 

walls in Robinson Park.  See full details below.  

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Request Details 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Approve request and do whatever we can to support NASA coming 

to Sandstone 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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Hi Kathy- 
  
Thanks for taking my call. As we discussed, I’m part of a team at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

working on concepts for robotic exploration of icy world. We’re currently testing a robot called Axel that 

is designed to rappel down slopes, cliff faces, and crater walls (see pictures). 

  
While we have plenty of rock faces here in California, we’re somewhat short on ice cliffs. Right now, 

we’re trying to find a testing location where we can operate the robot on an ice cliff with at least 20-30 ft of 

decent and some vertical sections. We found pictures of Robinson park online and it seems like a perfect 

location to do this type of work. We just need to know if your organization would be willing to allow this 

type of operation at your park. The robot is approximately 100 lbs. and about 4ft x 4ft x 2ft. For safety 

reasons, we’d need to make sure that no climbers are operating around, above, or below the rover when it’s 

rappelling. We would probably need to operate for approximately 3-5 days. The timing of our visit would 

be dependent on our development and funding schedules, but it would most likely take place 

January/February  2020 or 2021. 
  
Thanks in advance for your help. I look forward to hearing from you. 
Travis 
  
  
Travis L. Brown, PhD 
Robotic Systems Engineer 
JPL | Robotic Mobility (347F) 
4800 Oak Grove Dr. 
Pasadena CA, 91109 
(303) 910-8128 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Bob Sweet Request 

 

BACKGROUND: Bob Sweet had stopped into City Hall asking if he could harvest 

“chaga” in Robinson Park.  I invited him to the September 13th 

meeting; however, we changed the meeting date to September 20th.  

I do not have any contact info for Mr. Sweet.  

 

In searching the internet, I learned that the Chaga mushroom is a 

fungus that grows primarily on birch trees in cold climates. With an 

appearance similar to burnt charcoal, it has been harvested for 

centuries as a traditional medicine. 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS How to Harvest Chaga: Summary 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and discuss; provide direction 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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I found the following summary at chagahq.com: 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Scout Troop 187 Request 

 

BACKGROUND: Melissa Springer contacted the City about placing bird houses in 

Robinson Park: 

 

Scout troop 187 would like to make and put up 10 birdhouses in 

honor of Lee Dybvig for all his years working with the scouts. If we 

can put them in Robinson Park we would like to get locations.  

They are bluebird homes that can be placed throughout the park. 

We will also clear the cow tunnel trail or Dick Spartz trail. This is 

all in honor of Lee and his dedication to scouts so if there is 

anything else you as a committee can think of please let me know. 

 

                                                   Melissa A Springer 

                                                   Scoutmaster Troop 187 

 

Melissa also asked if approved, would you like the birdhouses to be 

weatherized or painted (earth tones).   

 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and discuss; provide direction 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Banning State Park Youth Hunt 

 

BACKGROUND: The annual Banning State Park Youth Hunt is scheduled for 

November 2nd and 3rd.  Park Manager Clarissa Payne is 

requesting the City waive ordinances 935.05 (firearms) and 

945 (use of firearms) to allow for this event.  The hunt takes 

place on the east side of Kettle River, a portion of which is 

located within City limits. 

 

 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS August 12, 2019 Letter with Map 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and approve 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Sandstone Climbers Festival 

 

BACKGROUND: E-mail from Peter Lenz: 

 

The MCA is aiming to do the Sandstone Climbers Festival the 

weekend of October 18 - 20th, 2019. 

 

If there are no conflicts on your end we would like to request the 

usual; 

 

• Permission for walk-in dispersed camping throughout 

Robinson Park. 

• We plan to secure a liquor permit and have beer samples 

available to guests. 

• The MCA will be conducting its usual fundraising raffle 

 

Please let us know if this weekend will work for this fun event. Or 

if you have any ideas to increase community involvement. Would 

you or anyone from the city like to speak Saturday evening, when 

we have folks attention after dinner and before the raffle? 

 

Best, 

Peter Lenz 

 

P.S. We talked last night about setting up a very beginners area for 

people in the community who would like to tie in and give this 

whole rock climbing thing a go! 

 

The City recently approved changes to City Code 960 allowing the 

City Administrator to approve Special Event Permits.  However, 

with the additional requests for this event (liquor, dispersed 

camping throughout), I thought it best to bring the request to the 

Commission. 

 

 

  

ATTACHMENTS Application for Temporary Liquor License 

Special Event Permit Application 

  

STAFF Approve both applications with the following conditions: 
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RECOMMENDATION:  

• Fires are only allowed in fire pits, as follows: 

o 1 existing fire ring across from the bathroom by the picnic 

pavilion 

o 3 existing fire rings in the camping areas 

o Cutting of trees for firewood is not allowed; 

• Designate an area for vehicle parking, with signage; 

• Portage only to camp sites – no vehicles; 

• The City to provide two port-a-potties; 

• The Sheriff’s Department should be made aware of the event. 

 

 

  

ACTION REQUIRED: Motion ___________, second _____________  

  

 Approved _____ Denied _____ Other _____ 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Lions Hill Chalet – Updated Info 

 

BACKGROUND: The following needs have been identified for the Lions Hill Chalet: 

 

• the holding tank under the boy’s bathroom has shifted;  

•  Extending water service to the building;  

•  Extending sewer to the building; A quote has been 

received from Mike Johnson; we are waiting for a 2nd 

quote from another contractor. 

•  Extending heat into the bathrooms; 

•  the chimney has significant rust and should be replaced 

before next winter (estimate of $850 from D&E);  

•  roof shingles need to be replaced; Miller’s Roofing & 

Siding completed the roof work – they were able to 

reuse the chimney, but they did paint it – Total project 

cost was $5,210. 

•  an electrical review of the building should be done; 

Drilling Electric is checking this out 

We have been trying to contact a local handyman to get a quote for 

the following: 

•  Windows need repair 

•  Trim needs repair 

•  Duct work in bathrooms need repair 

•  Paint inside and out is needed 

o Trim outside the chalet 

o Floor inside 

o Deck outside – front and back 

o Windows inside and outside 

o Railings – front and back 

o Benches outside    

• Add more shelves for skates 

 

The Sandstone Lions contributed $2,500 (received).   
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The Lions would like a plaque placed in honor of Lion Frank Loken 

somewhere inside the chalet, noting that the Lions participated in 

the project in memory of him.  What to you think of this wording: 

 

2019 Improvements to the Lions Hill Chalet were done in part 

with a generous donation from the Sandstone Lions Club to 

honor Lion Frank Loken.  Frank Loken was a long-time member 

of the Sandstone Lions Club, contributing to the community in 

many ways.  Frank passed away in 2019.  He will be dearly 

missed. 

 

Barbara Heil has agreed to return as Warming House Attendant for 

the upcoming season. 

  

ATTACHMENTS None 

  

STAFF 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review and discuss 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Continuing Business – Robinson Park 

 

BACKGROUND:  

Legacy Grant Application –  The application was submitted.  Candace, 

Karry White, and I met with Greater MN Parks & Trails staff on 

August 23rd to review the plans at the park.  They have $9 million 

available and received 22 applications.  There is a winter trail project 

up by Duluth that, according to Candace, “is a big one for 

competition”.  The final budget for the Robinson Park project came in 

at $1,286,560.  In the application, we committed to a 10% match, 

$128,656.  Previously, the City agreed to a match of $115,425.  If we 

are approved, we will have to kick in an additional $13,231.   

 

Additionally, Candace estimates that the following non-eligible 

expenses will be required: 

 

• Project survey w/historical elements:  $20,000 

• Additional Admin costs:  $30,000 

• Phase 1 Cultural Determination of Effects:  $20,000 

 

Candace received one quote for the Site Assessment/project survey 

w/historical elements from 106 Group.  She is getting another quote 

from Steve Blondo.  It is anticipated that this assessment will cost less 

than $10,000 and could qualify for a MN Historical & Cultural 

Heritage Grant through the MN Historical Society.  If under $10,000, 

the grant cycle is quarterly.  The next deadline to apply is October 11th.   

 

A local match is not required; however, matching funds are encouraged 

and are listed as an additional criterion for evaluating grant 

applications.  Having a match can be a tiebreaker in competitive grant 

rounds.  Assuming that the project will be under $10,000, perhaps we 

could commit to a 20% match (no more than $2,000).  

 

ACTION REQUESTED:  Approve applying for a grant through the 

MN Historical Society for the Site Assessment with a match of 20%. 

         

Gin Pole –We received a proposal from Tim Miller, Advanced 

Masonry Restoration.  See the full proposal below.  Basically, Tim is 

proposing that we start by having an engineer design the proposed 

repair, estimated to be $6,500.  Then, depending on the engineer’s 
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design, the project could cost anywhere from $10,000 to $75,000.   

 

It is possible that the City could apply to the MN Historical Society for 

a design grant.  Again, the deadline to apply is October 11th.  And, a 

local match would be helpful.   

 

ACTION REQUESTED:  Approve applying for a grant through the 

MN Historical Society for an engineer’s design to repair the Gin Pole 

with a match of 20%.  

 

Stage at Robinson Park –We will continue to work with Mike Johnson 

on the possibilities as weather permits.  Dave spoke with the Gin Pole 

contractor that was out on Friday about this, too.  He is interested in 

working with Mike Johnson on the possibilities. 

 

Dam Remnants – A follow up item from the June 26th meeting we had 

with DNR representatives was for the City to provide a letter of support 

to place the Kettle River on the Stream Restoration List.  That letter 

was submitted (see copy below).  The following response was 

received: 

 

Hi Kathy, 

Thank you for taking the time to put this together.  I will keep letter 

of support on file.  We have been out to the site but unable to get the 

surveying done at this point.  I will work on getting the data we 

need (if any) to get work on a cost estimate.  I will get in touch with 

the group as we get closer to our Request for Projects in 

January/February.   

 

Regards,  

 

Amanda Hillman 

Restoration Coordinator | EWR River Ecology Unit 

 

Also, we received the following e-mail from Mark Wester: 

 

From: Wester, Mark A (DNR) <mark.wester@state.mn.us>  

Sent: Tuesday, August 13, 2019 4:24 PM 

To: Kathy George <administrator@sandstonemn.com> 

Cc: Straka, Mary L (DNR) <mary.straka@state.mn.us> 

Subject: FW: KR 

 

Hi Kathy, 

 

The Robinson Park portage got some work accomplished this week. 

The undermined steps at the water’s edge got some much needed 

fill and additional water bars. The large orange sign, “Caution, 
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Dangerous Rapids 100 Yards Ahead, Scout Before Proceeding” 

was brushed out and made more visible. The portage sign was 

installed on a wooden post to prevent people turning the metal post. 

In addition, a new “River Use” sign was installed. The steps 

leading up to the road (portage) were brushed out and a few more 

were added. The CCMI crew is also working on the Big Spring 

Falls portage and were pretty much complete on Tuesday 

afternoon. They added a couple of boardwalks, defined the portage 

trail with signage, and got the south end brushed out. Thank you to 

Craig for bringing the crew some fill for the portage steps.  

 

The water is very low right now. You can view a lot of the old dam 

structure. There are numerous metal spikes, threaded rod and rebar 

showing. I don’t think it would pay to get in there and start cutting. 

I believe we have begun the proper steps to see what it takes to 

make this old structure safer. Mary and I can discuss the warning 

sign regarding the submerged structure and pass that along. 

 

Thanks 

 

Ice Park Infrastructure – The MN Climbers Association has asked for 

help with 2 projects: 

 

• Getting electric power to the Hydrant Shed – Minnesota 

Power stated that it would cost $20 per foot to bring power 

to the shed.  The distance is estimated to be about 250 feet, 

bringing the cost to $5,000.   

• Ice Lights – from James Lovebridge: The crux on the ice 

lights is power... We can only do so much with the solar 

panel & battery system (low power and very finicky/delicate 

system...). If there is any way we could get power to the top 

of the Stage Wall -or- the Light Wall (to the right) we could 

have that entire clearing made into an "ice lights" display 

that could become a tourist attraction for the city in the 

winter! We could have them pulse and undulate and almost 

be a subtle "light show" every night at dusk. The MCA 

could build and manage all of that! All we'd need is 110 

power up there (and maybe a little monetary help with the 

LED lights?) we could design and build the system, set-it up 

so it's automated, and could really turn that into a cool 

feature for the city. Just a thought... Never hurts to ask... :-) 

 

Minnesota Power would require a service path clear of 

obstructions from the nearest useable electric facilities to 

where the meter location is with a minimum of a 10-foot 

wide path for underground installation and a minimum of a 

30-foot wide path for overhead installation.  They also need 
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to be vehicle accessible for not only the installation but also 

maintenance.  This could get very expensive.   

 

ACTION REQUESTED:  Review and discuss. 

 

Shoe Brushes – it has been pointed out that the shoe brushes are in 

rough shape.  See photo below.  Thoughts? 

 

 

Robinson Park Camping Statistics – We had 7 registrations for 7 days 

of camping in July and 15 registrations for 21 days of camping in 

August.  See full details below. 

 

 

  

     

 



 

Park & Recreation Commission Agenda – September 20, 2019 

Page 24 of 47 

Gin Pole Proposal 

 

Kathy:  Here is a budget for you to look at as to what I think it might cost.  As you read the 

proposal, it basically suggests a course of action to mitigate the unknown items and if you select 

that path, we will be able to firm up the price.  With Yellowstone and Encomapss on the team, I 

believe we can complete the project and maybe even get a portion of it done this year. 

 

Tim 

 
Tim Miller 
President 
Office: 651.766.8080 
Direct: 651.789.3760 
Cell: 651.271.1467 
tjmiller@advancedmasonry.com 

August 9, 2019 
 
City of Sandstone 
Kathy George, City Administrator 
119-4th Street, PO Box 641 
Sandstone, MN 55072 
administrator@sandstonemn.com 
 
RE:  Robinson Park Gin Pole Restoration 
 
Dear Kathy: 
Thank you for conducting a review of the Robinson Park Gin Pole with myself, and Matt and Mary Enderle.  I 
apologize for the delay, but we hit the busiest year that we have ever worked on and I just now was able to 
coordinate the team to tackle this project.  The following is our proposal for the project for the further investigation, 
engineering and repairs and stabilization. 
 
Proposed Repair:  The initial observations by SEH was simply that, an observation with no analytical testing, and 
their recommendations as to what could be done.  After discussions with Matt, we felt that any repairs and 
stabilization that would be completed by us, would have to be completed utilizing an engineers design and 
specifications.  The main reason is for liability.  If we make any of the visual repairs, and they should fail the liability 
would be to great.  We would expect at minimum to have the Engineer do the following: 

• Visit the site and review existing conditions 

• Review the upper portions of the pole to determine: 
o Anchors and design 
o Condition of Anchors 
o Condition of attachments 

• Review the base of the pole 
o Design the repairs of the blocks and steel 

▪ Engineer the base materials 
▪ Engineer the attachment points 

• Work with AMR and Yellowstone Log Homes on the proper method for the repairs 
o Define materials 
o Review proposed means and methods to ensure the safest path possible to completion 

• Have periodic site visits, up to 6 to review the work progress and facilitate proper repair methods for any 
changes in the work scope. 

tel:6517668080
tel:6517893760
tel:6512711467
mailto:tjmiller@advancedmasonry.com
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The proposed budget for this would be ………………………………………………………………………………..$6,500.00 
 
Repair Work: AMR would then work with Yellowstone to implement the repairs and stabilization designed by the 
engineer.  The cost of this work would be dependent on the findings of the engineers design.  I will try and give you 
an idea as follows for the budget: 
 
Scope of WorK: 

• Mobilization and set up of work 
o Includes purchase of materials 
o Insurance 

• Repair Base 
o Stabilize Gin Pole and re-shore for safety 

• Install Engineers Design 
 

Estimated Cost………………………………………….$10,000 to $25,000.00 dollars 
o Estimate only as the defined scope of work will determine final pricing 
o  

Additional Possible Work: 
o Remove Gin Pole and possibly replace depending on review 
o Installing new anchoring system and cables on both the upper and lower portions 
o Re-install Gin Pole 
Estimated Cost for Repair Work for all work described………………………..$30,000.00 to $75,000.00 
 
I realize there is a large range, but without a thorough review and design the cost of repair could be let at the lower 
cost and balloon to the above or even more to repair existing conditions not known until we get started.  It may 
seem like a lot of money to get started, but in the end it could save you quite a bit in both cost and stress of not 
having the correct information to do the repairs. 
 
Please contact me to discuss this and to let me know what you would like to see and I will be more then happy to 
meet with anyone that you would like to help you get the project going. 
 
Submitted By: 

Tim Miller 
Tim Miller- President 



 

Park & Recreation Commission Agenda – September 20, 2019 

Page 26 of 47 

Support Letter 
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Shoe Brush: 
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Robinson Park Camping Statistics 
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Continuing Business – KREEC Site Redevelopment 

 

Commissioner Chasson received the following information regarding wetlands from Leiah Hart, 

Environmental Technician with Pine County: 

 

On Friday, July 26, 2019, 10:44:36 AM CDT, Leiah D. Hart <Leiah.Hart@co.pine.mn.us> wrote:  

 

Hi David,  

  

Thank you for the guided tour of the beautiful property.  

To recap what we talked about:  

1.      There are small pockets of wetland throughout the property that could be identified better 

by a wetland consultant (attached is a list of consultants in the area).  

2.      The Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (MN Rule 8420.0420 Subp. 8) provides an 

exemption for various amounts of impacts to certain types of wetlands based upon their 

proximity to public water resources. This amount of allowable wetland impacts is called the 

de minimis.   

a.      Skunk Creek is considered a public water in the Pine County Shoreland Ordinance.  

b.      The wetland area leading to the bridge is within the building setback as defined in 

the ordinance, therefore the allowable de minimis of the property would be 20 

square feet for any fill in that wetland.  

 i.      If a boardwalk was used to access the bridge, only the runners (boards 

running perpendicular to the creek) would be counted as fill. To calculate 

the impact, you could take the width of those boards times the length of 

wetland impact.  

 ii.     The other wetlands may have a greater amount of allowable de minimis, but 

the trail project is considered one project and the amount of allowable de 

minimis falls under the most restrictive amount (the 20 square feet). In other 

words, if you impact the wetland adjacent to the bridge, the allowable de 

minimis for the entire project is only 20 square feet.  

c.      Any wetland fill beyond the allowable de minimis will have to be mitigated. Most 

commonly that is done through purchasing credits through the state wetland 

banking program. It is advisable to search by Corps Bank Service Area (CSBA) for 

CSBA 6, as that is the area your property is in so you would be able to buy 

replacements on a 1:1 ratio (1 credit=1acre). Credits purchased in other CSBAs will 

need to be purchased at a rate of 1.5:1. The credit purchase is a private transaction 

between you and a credit holder that can be applied to your project. The cost of 

credits fluctuate with supply and demand but can be anywhere from $0.50/square 

foot to $1.50/square foot or more. Do not quote me on these figures as they are 

subject to considerable fluctuation, just trying to give you some rough info. 
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3.      I have attached the Joint Application Form for Activities Affecting Water Resources in 

Minnesota. If you choose to apply for a de minimis exemption, please fill out parts 1-5 and 

attachment B and submit a $100 fee. The Technical Evaluation Panel (TEP), consisting of 

the DNR, Pine County, the Soils and Water Conservation District (SWCD), the COE, and 

the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR), will review and make recommendations.  

a.       Should you chose to go the wetland replacement route, parts one through five and 

attachments C and D will need to be completed and a $200 fee. While it is not 

required, many landowners will realize greater success and cost savings by working 

with a consultant on applications for replacement.  

b.      The TEP meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month. The next meeting is August 

21st. If you choose to submit an application please allow at least 3 business days for 

the application to be process prior to the TEP meeting.  

  

Please let me know if you have any questions.  

  

Thanks, 

Leiah Hart 

Environmental Technician 

320-591-1649 

Pine County Planning and Zoning 

635 Northridge Dr. NW Ste. 250 

Pine City, MN 55063 

 

 

 

 

Two proposals have been received for a feasibility study regarding an ATV course: 

 

 Dovetail Partners, Inc.: $10,000 Phase 1 budget 

 Up! Outside:     $  9,550 

 

Both proposal are included blow. 

 

Proposal from Dovetail Partners: 

 

27 August 2019 

  

Kathy George 

City Administrator 

City of Sandstone 

119 – 4th Street, PO Box 641 

Sandstone, MN  55072 

  

RE: Proposal for an ATV Training Area and Technical Riding Course Feasibility Study 

  

Dear Ms. George, 
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Enclosed please find a proposal from Dovetail Partners to support a feasibility study for an ATV 

training area and technical riding course on land owned by the City of Sandstone. 

  

Our team includes individuals with expertise in ATV trail and park design, environmental 

assessment, recreation management, and stakeholder consultation.  Our proposal recommends a 

phased approach to examining the project feasibility that starts with examining limiting factors that 

could affect the project, including economic or environmental concerns. Based upon the results of 

the first phase, the next step would be to develop design alternatives and conduct scoping work for 

the necessary environmental review process. The third phase would be development of an 

Environmental Assessment Worksheet based on the preferred design.  This phased approach will 

help ensure that factors impacting project feasibility are identified as early in the project as possible 

so that they can be mitigated or otherwise addressed through project design considerations or other 

problem solving mechanisms.   

  

Thank you for considering our proposal, and please do not hesitate to contact me with any 

questions or additional information that you may require. 

  

Sincerely, 

Katie 

  

 

Kathryn Fernholz 

President 
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Proposal from Up! Outside: 

 

Hi Kathy – 

 

I am pleased to submit the attached proposal for consideration by the City of Sandstone for an 

ATV Skills Building/Obstacle course on City property.  Please feel free to call or e-mail if you 

have any questions or need additional information or clarification. 

 

Karen Umphress 

UP! Outside 

612-965-8619 

karen@upoutside.com 

www.upoutside.com 

 

 

mailto:karen@upoutside.com
http://www.upoutside.com/
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CITY OF SANDSTONE 

Memorandum 

 

TO: Park & Rec Commission 

FROM: Kathy George, City Administrator 

DATE: September 20, 2019 

SUBJECT: Other – Miscellaneous  

 

BACKGROUND: Zamboni – The Zamboni was sold on the Public Surplus auction site for 

$405.00.  The bidder is a non-profit who fixes up old Zambonis and then 

donates them to youth programs. 

 

Pine Avenue – Big Spring Falls – City Engineer Steve Rose and Streets & 

Parks Supervisor Craige Hiler are working together to come up with a 

plan to improve the City’s portion of the road, along with cost estimates.  

Craige can provide an update at the meeting.  

 

Oktoberfest – was cancelled. 

 

National Night Out – recap provided below… 

 

 

 


