SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
NOVEMBER 7, 2012

CALL TO ORDER: 7:06 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members present:  Tauer, Kester, Stadin, Atterbury
Members absent: Bonander
Staff present:  Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Orr, Hormillosa CATV
Others present:  Tim Franklin, Dep. Heiller, Dep. Josh Matson, Brandon Devlin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Stadin, second Tauer to approve the agenda for the meeting. Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS
Deputy Heiller gave the monthly report.  There were 204 calls.  Deputy Heiller also announced that he will not be working the Sandstone contract as of January.  Deputy Josh Matson will be taking over in January.  Administrator Griffith thanked Dep. Heiller for his service of checking on election night activity.  An inquiry was made about Halloween night by the Mayor.  Dep. Heiller reported that Halloween was a quiet night.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS
Tauer reminded the council of the veteran’s dinner coming up on Sunday, November 11, 2012 at the golf course from 1-5 p.m. Devlin reported that both lights by the bowling alley flicker on and off continuously.  Street light across from townhomes also flicker on and off.  MN Power will be notified.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve meeting minutes on October 17, 2012. Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING
There were none.

CONSENT AGENDA
Motion Stadin, second Tauer to approve consent agenda consisting of setting a public hearing on unpaid city services for November 20: setting a public hearing for unpaid utility bills for November 20: setting a special meeting for Wednesday, November 16 - Election Canvass Board.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Motion Tauer, second Atterbury to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS
Lease of public works building
Mayor Atterbury recused himself from the discussion.
City had approved in principle the lease of the old public works garage to Attaboys Taxi.  To meet the requirements of state law regarding possible conflict of interest and to make sure that there is public disclosure Resolution 2012 – 30 was introduced.  Under State law there is no conflict of interest in this agreement as there are no public bidding requirements.   

Motion Tauer, second Kester to approve Resolution 2012-30-lease of property to Attaboys.  Mayor Atterbury recused himself.  Motion passed 3-0.

Approve letter of support for purchase of Johnson Property
Across the Kettle from Robinson Park is 108 acres of privately owned land that has some of the best bouldering in the entire upper Midwest.  The land is in the city limits and within the Banning State Park statutory boundaries.  The owners have allowed climbers to boulder on the property the last couple of years.  The owners would like to sell the land and have given Minnesota Climbers Association the right of first option.  MCA conferred with DNR who has added this property to their acquisition list and would give it priority to add to Banning State Park if the climbers can help come up with the purchase price.  MCA is requesting the City provide a letter of support in this effort. 

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to grant permission to staff to provide letters of support for this effort.  Motion passed 4-0.

Authorize Administrator to proceed with Northspan to develop funding sources
Staff requested formal authorization to proceed with Randy Lasky and Northspan to pursue various financing opportunities for the hospital and business park projects under the current contract subject to budget limitations.  Staff will present a service contract from Jody Rooney at the next Council meeting after discussion with the Park and Recreation Commission.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to proceed with Randy Lasky and Northspan under current contract subject to budget limitations  Motion carried 4-0.

NEW BUSINESS
On-line utility billing
Council discussed a proposal from staff to allow utility customers to establish on line access to their accounts to monitor usage and billings.  The access is provided through the City’s existing billing software.

Motion Atterbury, second Stadin to approve setting up on-line utility billing, the City will pay the one time set up charge ($400.00),  and to cover the on-going costs by charging a per account fee as outlined in Billing Clerk’s memo dated October 29, 2012 of $.07 per account per month. Motion carried 4-0.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Accepting electronic payments for utility bills
With the establishment of on-line billing, the Council then discussed whether or not it would allow for the electronic payment of utility bills and how it would cover the City’s costs to accept them.  The service will be provided by a third party vendor and they will charge the City a fee for each payment.

Motion Atterbury, second Tauer to agree to offer the option of electronic payment of City utility bills to its customers.  Further that the City will charge a flat fee for the service per transaction to cover its costs of $1.50 per payment and that the Council will review the fee based on experience and costs after six months. E-checks, Visa and MasterCard will be accepted.  Motion carried 4-0.

REPORTS

Motion Kester, second Tauer to approve paid claims and PeopleService Operations. Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS
There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
Next Council meeting will be Tuesday, Nov. 20th 
Heritage Are Regional Gathering is November 15 in Hinckley. Three different Thriving Community Tasks Forces are meeting

ADJOURN
Motion Tauer, second Kester to adjourn meeting at 7:36 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.


___________________________________
Randy Atterbury, Mayor

		
							______________________________
							Sam Griffith, City Clerk	
