SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
July 17, 2013
Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members Present:  Bonander, Stadin, Kester, Devlin, Atterbury
Members Absent: None
Staff Present:  Administrator Sam Griffith, Recording Secretary Angelica Orr, Hormillosa CATV
Others Present:  Tim Franklin,  John Kern,  Chris Henjum-Flaherty and Hood/Coalition of Greater MN Cities,  Tyler Hoffart-MN Climbers Assoc.,  Brett Feldman-Parks & Trails Council of MN(Executive Director),  Jeff Engel-MN Climbers Association

PLEDGE OF ALLLEGIANCE: 
Staff and members recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve the agenda.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS:
Deputy Mattson gave the sheriff’s report.  
There were 133 total calls.  It was a busy month probably due to the warmer weather and people are out and about.  John Kern inquired of the Deputy regarding a city ordinance against ATV‘s in town.  The MN Climber’s Association representative informed the sheriff that 3 strings of  lights were stolen from rocks in the park that were used for climbing.  He was informed to make a formal report/complaint with the deputy after the meeting.

Presentation from Parks & Trails Council of MN and MN Climbers Association
The Council was asked to consider a request for a donation toward a bouldering project. The Johnson’s own the land across from Robinson Park where the bouldering takes place.  There is 108 acres (approximately ½ mile of riverfront) that the Johnson’s have offered the MN Climbers Association to purchase.  The Parks and Trails Council of MN and the MN Climber’s Assoc. are requesting a donation from the Council of $3,000.00.  This would be approximately 10% of their cost to carry the land and make some improvements until Banning State Park acquires from them.  
Also, they requested the city write a letter to the DNR in support of this transaction asking the DNR to amend the Banning Park management plan to include climbing and bouldering in the activities approved for this park.  

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to donate $3,000.00 and write a letter in support of this endeavor to the DNR.  Motion carried 4-1.

Presentation from Chris Henjum attorney with Flaherty & Hood-Coalition of Greater MN Cities
Chris Henjum gave a legislative update to the Council. The original Governor’s budget seemed good, but in the long run it was amended.  The outcome was no city will lose LGA in 2014 and fewer cities in total will lose LGA compared to Governor’s plan or previous law.  In conclusion, it was a solid year but more work needs to be done.  2014 Session will focus on transportation issues.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: 
John Kern expressed concern regarding ATV’s riding in town.
Bonander referred to Tim Franklin’s column in the paper of how many days that the railroad still hasn’t fixed the tracks.  He requested telephone calls be made to the railroad regarding this issue.
Bonander also said that a 7 or 8 year old child talked about a big hole in the alley by his house.  He requested that it be fixed.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve meeting minutes for July 3, 2013. Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING:
There was none.


CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to approve the consent agenda which is to approve a deed and accept perpetual care payment for cemetery plot.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay Claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Update regarding Rental Housing Licensing ordinance
The Council authorized the City Attorney to draft a rental housing registration and licensing ordinance for discussion.  The Council and Task Force held a short workshop on the ordinance on June 19, 2013.  There are about 131 single family/duplex rentals and approximately 170 units in apartments.  To implement a rental housing ordinance would require the following:  Determine the number of units to inspect; time required to inspect each unit; time to enter inspection information into a database; cost to hire qualified inspector; fee to charge for each inspection and fee to charge for license; and an estimate of costs of enforcement of violations.   Staff is continuing to develop information for consideration.

NEW BUSINESS:
Consider approval of amended Conditional Use Permit for JnJ Recycling
JnJ Recycling has applied for an amendment to their conditional use permit to operate a recycling business in the old UPS Building formerly occupied by A&D Recycling.  The amendment would allow them to purchase and temporarily store lead acid batteries.  
The Planning Commission held a Public Hearing on July 10, 2013 and recommends approval.  
Motion Bonander, second Stadin to approve amending the conditions of the existing conditional use permit to JnJ Recycling to allow them to buy and temporarily store lead acid batteries based on the recommended conditions in the Find of Fact.  Motion carried 4-1.

Consider Pine County Assessor offer regarding Board of Appeals
The Assessor’s Office is asking consideration of a proposal to transfer the power and duties of the City Board of Review to the County.  The advantages to the County acting on our behalf is more time for taxpayers to appeal,  no need for Council members to attend training, and no more costs for a special meeting.  An advantage to keeping the duties of the Local Board of Review is that it gives local taxpayers the opportunity to have the City do the initial valuation review rather than just the County.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to deny the request to transfer the power and duties of the City Board of Review to the County. Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS:
Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve Paid claims and Planning Commission reports. Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS:
There were none.

ADMINISTRATOR’SREPORT:
Special election to fill vacant County Commissioner District 5 seat July 23 primary and September 17 election day; August 7-presentation – Library Space Planning group.
Relief Association meeting Monday July 22 (Randy Atterbury and Rene Stadin attending)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Volunteers still needed for surveys/interviews in Robinson Park; Administrator on vacation week of June 22; Star Tribune Sunday article on Old School and MPR article on Old School and Merle Smekofske at the senior center turned 101 – HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

ADJOURN:
Motion Devlin, second Kester to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

_______________________________________________					
Randy Atterbury, Mayor		


																		____________________________________
							Sam Griffith, Clerk
