SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
September 4, 2013
Regular Meeting

CALL TO ORDER: 6:44p.m.

ROLL CALL:
Members Present:  Atterbury, Bonander, Devlin, Kester, Stadin
Members Absent: none
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, CATV Hormillosa
Others present: Andy Spartz, Peter Spartz, John Kern, Tim Franklin, Jeff Engel, Tyler Hoffart

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve the agenda with the additions of 9C: Re-approve purchase agreement with Andersons; 9D: Approve payment to MN Native Landscapes.  Motion approved 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 
Consideration of 2014 Budget and Levy
Staff outlined the parameters of the 2014 budget and levy.  The budget is based on additional local government aid and setting aside some of those extra funds into restricted cash accounts to help pay the costs of infrastructure into the medical campus site.  The budget assumes a levy decrease but not in an amount equal to the additional funds so that some of the levy can go from Capitol to Debt Service to undertake a street project without increasing the levy.   This is a preliminary budget that can be amended as needed.  The levy cannot be raised from the amount proposed.

Motion Bonander, second Devlin to adopt Resolution 2013 – 12 to approve an HRA levy by the EDA.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2013 – 13 to approve the preliminary 2014 EDA budget.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to accept the sales tax savings report for 2012.  Motion approved 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Devlin to adopt Resolution 2013 – 14 to approve the preliminary 2014 budget for the City.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to adopt Resolution 2013 – 15 to approve the preliminary levy for the City for 2014.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Stadin, second Devlin to set Wednesday, December 4, at 6:30 pm as the date of the truth in taxation meeting.  Motion approved 5-0. 

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:
Kern again discussed the need for cameras to monitor Train Park and the Veterans Memorial.     Staff said that he is awaiting a proposal from Cybert PC. 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:
Motion Kester, second Devlin to approve the minutes from August 21, 2013.  Motion carried 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the consent agenda: Approve Banning State Park youth deer hunt and waive city ordinances; Approve $ 760 payment to Bev & Doug Koland for a utility easement; Re-approve the purchase agreement with Matt & Jennifer Anderson for old public works site and authorize signatures; and approve payment to MN Native Landscapes for Conservation Partner grant work in Robinson Park and approve contract and payment to Sign with Dimensions for grant signage. Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS:
Motion Bonander, second Kester to approve and pay Claims. Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Update on sale of Public Works property
Both property owners have signed an easement agreement and they have been recorded.  It is now a matter of the contractor meeting with the owners to review the work to be done and schedule the start.

Grant writing proposal – Robinson Park
The Grant announcement for Parks and Trails Legacy funds were announced. Council had authorized staff to get a proposal to write a grant for a comprehensive invasive species removal project.  The Parks & Trails Legacy grant has invasive species removal as a five year priority but a conversation with them lead staff to the conclusion that they would not fund an invasive species grant.  There was also a Conservation Partners Grant that accepts invasive species removal as a project and it only requires a 10% match but its deadline is September 16.  This grant requires a Heritage clearance which takes time and after consultation with the Mayor, the Administrator authorized the start of the contract.

Motion Kester, second Stadin to approve that portion of the grant writing proposal from Jody Rooney to write a Conservation Partners Grant for a fee of $ 2,500.   Motion approved 5-0.

Administrator’s Review
The Administrator’s contract calls for an annual review in September.  Evaluation forms had been provided to the Council members and they were returned to the Mayor.
The Mayor stated that the reviews were all positive but that there is always room for improvement.

Motion Devlin, second Stadin to accept the review.  Motion carried 5-0.

The Administrator handed out his request for a contract adjustment.  He requested a salary increase of 3.5% for 2014 and no other changes.  The Mayor asked questions about vacation time

Motion Atterbury, second Bonander to approve the request for a salary increase of 3.5 % for 2014 with a cap of five weeks of vacation to be earned by the Administrator in 2014.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS:
Consider Ordinance – RV parking
The City has had issues with RVs and similar vehicles parked in the street or in the City and the limitations under current ordinances to limit on street or private property parking and on the use of the vehicles as living quarters when so parked.
The City attorney has drafted an ordinance that would define the limits for the parking and use of such vehicles therefore creating the ability to enforce reasonable rules.  Staff was not requesting any action as this was the Council’s first review.
The discussion was that more rules were needed and that the City should also explore the ability to fine people for violations such as these.

PUBLIC HEARING: 
Issuance of temporary liquor license – MN Climbers Association – October 19
Motion Bonander, second Devlin to open the Public Hearing.  Motion carried 5-0.  Hearing opened at 7:17 pm.

Jeff Engel and Tyler Hoffart of the MN Climbers Association discussed that the Association is using this as a fund raiser to help pay the cost of carrying the Johnson property until it can be purchased by the DNR for inclusion into Banning State Park.  They discussed the planned events and their proposal to serve beer for a period of time on Saturday and the plans they have for complying with the City’s ordinances.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to close the Public Hearing.  Motion carried a 5-0.   Hearing closed at 7:23 pm.

Motion Stadin, second Kester to approve the issuance of a temporary liquor license for the Minnesota Climbers Association for October 19 subject to all ordinance requirements.  Motion approved 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS continued
Consider request for Slow – Children at Play signs
A mother of two living on 8th and Commercial is asking for the placement of four “Slow – Children at Play” signs.  She states that vehicles travel on these streets in excess of the speed limit and while she stated that she understands that the signs are no guarantee she does feel in would bring more attention to the presence of children.
There was a discussion that four signs are too many and some discussion as to whether or not the signs have any impact.  Some felt that the City is open to having to post every street.  Some felt that two signs might have the necessary impact. 

Motion Devlin, second Atterbury to deny the request for the signs.  Motion failed 2-3.

Motion Bonander, second Stadin to have purchase and have two signs installed.   Motion failed 2-3.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Street project – 2014 planning
Staff presented some historical background from 2006 on Council planning and undertaking of street projects.  Issues that come into play in deciding on a project include Council reaching an agreement on priorities, limited City resources for projects and the willingness to assess affected property owners for the project.   The City is developing a long term Capital Improvements program which should be ready for discussion in early 2014.  This discussion is whether or not the City should undertake a project in early 2014 and if so, which project.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to authorize SEH to prepare a feasibility study for alley improvement from Second Street to Sixth Street between Main and Commercial Avenues.  Motion carried 5-0.

REPORTS:
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept Paid claims and PeopleService operations report.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES & COMMUNICATIONS: none

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:
Special election for County Commissioner District 5 on September 17; Administrator’s review in September, review forms are part of the packet; and the Minnesota House Bonding Committee will visit on September 26.
There were three neighborhood night out events on Washington, Palisade and Court.  There were eight-four residents who grilled and talked.  The food was provided by the Thriving Communities grant and the city provided picnic tables, traffic cones and garbage cans.  The Fire Department brought the new fire truck around for viewing and Deputy Mattson also stopped at each event.  All attendees felt it was a good idea and recommend it be done again next year.
The surveys/interviews in Robinson Park will be completed at the end of this month but we still need a few volunteers. The camera work is proceeding; there was a break in at the cemetery building with the loss of all equipment; there were more spindles damaged at the pavilion, arrangements made with Cybert PC to develop a camera monitoring plan for the park; we are planning a garage sale for surplus items from the public works buildings and staff has placed an ad in the paper for an inspector.

ADJOURN:
Motion Devlin, second Kester to adjourn meeting at 8:19 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.


_______________________________________________					
Randy Atterbury, Mayor		





																		____________________________________
							Sam Griffith, Clerk

