Regular Council January 20, 2016
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
January 20, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:  7:06 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Spartz, Franklin and Devlin
Members absent:  None
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Steve and Valerie Palmer, Missy Polster and Carole Bersin

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Members and staff recited the Pledge of Allegiance

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the addition of 9G - Resolution 2016-04 and 12F – a letter from Kayla Nelson.  Motion carried 5-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: None

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
There was a request that Lions Hill be open sooner in the year.  There were requests to flood the hockey rink.  There are questions on the regulations regarding snowmobiles in town and specifically at Lions Hill.

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the January 6, 2016 meeting minutes.  Motion carried 5-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve the Administrator attending GMNP Legislative Action Day, a Non-Domestic Animal permit for the MN Wildlife Connection, the job description for the contract position of Fire Hall cleaning, the pay scale and authorize advertising for the cleaning position, setting a public hearing on Gateway Business Subsidy for February 17, authorize the Administrator to prepare RFP for services to update the City’s Comprehensive Plan and Resolution 2016-04 naming Members Cooperative Credit Union as a depository for city funds.  Motion carried 5-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims.
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: None

Authorize Administrator to contract for inspector – rental licensing
The Council has enacted a Rental Licensing and Inspection program but has had difficulty arranging for an inspector.  Staff asked to negotiate a contract with a private inspector. This might require the need to amend the budget.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to authorize staff to negotiate an agreement with a qualified inspector for the Rental Licensing program and bring it to the Council for consideration.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider contract for services – WSB - Robinson Park development and funding
The City Council approved a contract with WSB & Associates to provide professional planning services for the update of the Robinson Park Master Plan.  WSB has completed that work and prepared a proposal to continue assisting the Park & Recreation Commission in preparing applications for Legacy Funds.  There was discussion regarding the amount of money that may be applied for.  There will be a public meeting to outline the plans for the park.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to authorize a contract with WSB for $3,000 to prepare the grant application.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider mural proposal – allow on Fire Hall, act as fiscal agent, provide cash match  
The Quality of Life Task Force is proposing a mural project for the north side of the Fire Hall to take place in conjunction with the Smithsonian Water Exhibit.  The cost of the project would be $16,000 with a 10% cash match requirement if an East Central Regional Arts Council (ECRAC) grant is received.  Val Palmer spoke about the proposal and described the four-panel mural as well a festival to celebrate the production.  Some of the $1,600 may come from other sources besides the city.  The fire department has been contacted and is willing to have the fire hall used for the mural.  July 28 is the proposed start date for the mural.  There was discussion regarding the length of time that the mural can be expected to last.  The final design will be brought in to the council for approval.  

Motion Franklin, second Spartz to approve placing the mural on the north side of the Fire Hall subject to approval, agree to be fiscal agent for an ECRAC grant and provide some of the cash match for an ECRAC grant up to $1,600.  Motion carried 5-0.

NEW BUSINESS
Township/City Road Maintenance Agreement
As part of the discussion of a Joint Powers Agreement with Sandstone Township on Airport Road the two parties agreed to discuss a new Road Maintenance Agreement for Robin Street from Highway 23 N west to Interstate 35 and Old Military Road from Airport Road south to City/Township line.  The City has drafted a proposed agreement which the city attorney has reviewed. There was discussion regarding the use of particular contractors and how that would be decided.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to authorize the presentation of the agreement to the Sandstone Township.   Motion carried 5-0.

Resolution 2016-03 – Fee Schedule for 2016
The Council has reviewed the city fee schedule and made recommendations for some increases.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2016-03 approving the 2016 fee schedule.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider lease of space at Wild River for sidewalk sweeper
Presently, the bobcat that is used to sweep snow from the business district sidewalks is driven from the shop, which takes about 30 minutes and puts unnecessary wear and tear and mileage on the machine.  There is a heated garage at Wild River where the bobcat could be stored saving both time and wear.  The machine would still need to go to the shop for maintenance that would be done via trailer.  There were questions regarding leasing costs and why the trailer is not being used to bring the bobcat into town now. 

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to use a trailer when the bobcat needs to be brought into town and continue to store it at the City garage.  Motion carried 4-1 with Mayor Steffen voting nay. 

Consider sale of land to Lee Greenly
Lee Greenly has offered to purchase at least 10 acres of the KREEC site.  The parcel is immediately north of the Greenly property and has been used by Lee over the years for various photo shoots.  The Park Commission has proposed and been turned down for funding for trails and garden projects in the past.  There was discussion regarding the logging possibilities on the land.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to pursue the sale of land with staff negotiating a draft agreement for further review.  Motion carried 5-0.

Consider participation in petition to MPCA on riverine standards
The MPCA has adopted new rules for water standards in rivers that will impact the city’s wastewater system as it discharges into the Kettle River.  The Coalition of Greater MN Cities and others are seeking support to amend the adopted standards as they are based on non-scientifically agreed upon factors and will result in additional costs for the City’s treatment system.  If the city is interested in signing the CGMC petition, they will provide additional information for review and adoption before the city would formally sign the petition.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to consider signing the petition after additional information is provided.  Motion carried 5-0.

Kayla Nelson Letter
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms Nelson delivered a letter to the Mayor expressing her extreme discomfort with the city’s efforts to collect fees owed because of an extrication performed by the Fire Department on her vehicle in which her son was killed by a drunk driver.  She stated that she submitted the bill to her insurance company but has not heard from them.  She asked that the City not turn this over to a collection agency.
There was discussion regarding the process that is followed with unpaid bills.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to not send this bill to collections if she is unable to pay it.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion Devlin, to make it the council’s decision to send bills to collection if there is a death or critical injury involved.  Motion failed due to lack of second.

REPORTS
Motion Franklin, second Devlin to accept the reports of paid claims.  Motion carried 5-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
NPAHD/Essentia groundbreaking is on Thursday January 21 at 3:30 pm.  The next council meeting is Tuesday, February 2 at 6:30pm.  The senior center will close in the middle of March.  A new state law – the Buffer Law – may affect Robinson Park.  The commercial building inspector has done three inspections to date.  The objective is to get the seven vacant buildings done first.  There was a memo from the city attorney regarding the difference between a hazardous building and ones that are condemned.  

OTHER
Mayor Steffen reported a conversation with the county attorney that cities have been drawing up ordinances that prohibit a specific sexual predator from moving into the city and that Sandstone might consider doing the same.
Staff was directed to present an ordinance for Council consideration.

ADJOURN
Motion Franklin, second Kester to adjourn at 9:19 PM.  Motion carried 5-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 

																										_________________________________________
										Sam Griffith, Clerk

