Regular Council March 2, 2016
SANDSTONE CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
March 2, 2016

CALL TO ORDER:  7:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Steffen, Kester, Franklin and Devlin 
Members absent:  Spartz
Staff present: Administrator Griffith, Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present:  Doris Helm, Bev Voigt, Bill Voigt, Brenda Heesaker, Gerald Heesaker, Melissa Springer and East Central and Hinckley Girl Scout troops, Fran Levings and Dave Baker

PROCLAMATION:
Mayor Steffen read a proclamation making the week of March 6 – 12 as Girl Scout Week in Sandstone.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
The Girl Scouts lead the Council, staff and guests in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADDITIONS AND/OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the addition of adding a Closed Session and 12E, a Sprouts on 5th reimbursement discussion.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 

Resolution 2016-07 – Declaring Council Vacancy
Council member Pete Spartz tendered his resignation.  There will need to be a special election but until that time, the council can appoint a temporary replacement.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the Pete Spartz resignation with regret by adopting Resolution 2016 – 07 declaring a city council vacancy.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to post a notice in the newspaper for three weeks seeking interested candidates.  Motion carried 4-0.

Senior Center’s request for funds
By state statute the City is limited in how it may expend public funds for donations or dues to groups or individuals.  The Sandstone Seniors are requesting funds of $4,000 or less to keep the utilities on at the Senior Center until the end of May as they attempt to find an owner for the space.  Doris Helm reported on several groups that are interested in buying the building as well as the groups who rent out the space on a regular basis.  There was a question as to where the money would come from out of the budget.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to grant up to $4,000 to help pay utility costs until the end of May or until they find someone to take over the building, whichever comes first.  
Motion carried 3-1 with Devlin voting nay.

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS:  None

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the February 17 and February 23, 2016 meeting minutes with the correction in the Union vote passing 3-2.  Motion carried 4-0.

PUBLIC HEARING: None

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to adopt Resolution 2016-08 to set a TIF Public Hearing, Resolution 2016-09 approving additional dollars for Parks and Trails, authorize the Administrator to lobby for NLX, LGA and Parks & Trails, approve payable 2016 Fire Formula and Special Event permit for Rapid Riders.  Motion carried 4-0.
FINANCIAL REPORTS
A/P Clerk – Claims.
Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve and pay claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS:
Loading/Unloading zone for daycare
Operators of a day care asked if the city would establish a no parking area Monday – Friday 6am – 6pm to reduce congestion and improve safety while parents are dropping off and picking up their children.  A majority of their neighbors have signed a petition in support of the no parking zone.  
Melissa Springer came in to talk to the council and answer any questions the council might have.  She brought pictures and diagrams of the area around her home detailing access to the day care.  There were questions regarding the enforcement.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion Franklin, second Devlin to approve a loading/unloading zone to be set up from 6am – 6pm and situated from the lilac bushes to the corner in front of the daycare.  Motion carried 4-0.

2016 Capital Projects
The Council needs to work to determine what projects need to be done around the city long term, a Capital Improvement Plan. 
There are some regular repairs, such as manhole replacement and pothole repair, that need to be done and there are some sidewalk sections that need to be raised.

Motion Kester, second Devlin to have the Administrator get quotes on manhole rehab, sidewalk repair, Class V and street hole patching.  Motion carried 4-0.

Agreement with Pine County for LRIP Project
The City and EDA received a $500,000 grant from MNDOT under the Local Road Improvement Program (LRIP) and an $850,000 bonding allocation of LRIP funds.  To finalize the agreement, the city must enter into a cooperative agreement with Pine County for the project.
The agreement is under negotiation.  No action necessary at this time.

NEW BUSINESS
Resolution 2016-10 – Amend NPAHD Contract for Development
The federal EDA requires the city EDA to sell the land for fair market value, which was established by an appraisal.  There was a shortfall in the sale to NPAHD (North Pine Area Hospital District).  NPAHD has agreed to increase the amount of assessments by the shortfall so that the EDA and City can meet the requirements of the federal EDA grant.

Motion Kester, second Devlin to adopt Resolution 2016-10 amending the NPAHD Contract for Development and authorizing its execution.  Motion carried 4-0.

Contract for Rental Housing Inspections
The City authorized the Administrator to negotiate an agreement with a qualified inspector to undertake the Rental Licensing & Inspection program and Todd Sandell of Todd Sandell Inc. has agreed to the terms of a contract with the change in charges to $80.00 for inspection and $20.00 if he must reinspect a property.

Motion Franklin, second Kester to approve the proposed contract for services with Todd Sandell Inc.  Motion carried 4-0.

Consider Donation to OSAC
By state statue the City is limited in how it uses public funds for donations or dues to groups or individuals.  The Old School Art Center is requesting a contract for services of $1000.00 to continue their work in providing a venue for cultural, social and local meetings and activities.  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to grant the request from OSAC for $1000.00.  Motion carried 4-0.
Consider Contribution to East Central Housing
The Central MN Housing Partnership is requesting a donation of $100.00 to help support the development of a regional housing website.  

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to reject the request of a $100.00 donation to help with the development of a regional housing website.  Motion carried 4-0 to refuse the request.

Reconsider Reimbursement of Sprouts on 5th for Lost Business
There was second discussion regarding what real costs the restaurant incurred when the water was shut off the weekend of January 22nd.

Motion Franklin, second Steffen to reimburse Sprouts $250.00 to help pay for lost business.  Motion fails 2-2 due to lack of majority vote with Kester and Devlin dissenting.

REPORTS
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the reports of paid claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: None

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT   
Richard Fursman will be here on March 16 with a presentation of the list of candidates for Administrator.
There is a NLX Open House in Hinckley March 3, 6-8 pm at the Hinckley High School.  The Pine County Comp Plan Public Meeting is March 3 at 6 pm at the County Public Health Building, 1602 Highway 23 N Sandstone.  The NLX update and status of Hinckley Loop was discussed.  There is a nice report in the packet from MN Parks and Trails Commission.  Mark Ruff is leaving Ehlers.  Representative Jason Rarick was here March 1st. There have been discussions with a former resident regarding a large donation to help the Art Center renovate. 

CLOSED SESSION 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to go to a closed session with union representatives.  Motion carried 4-0.

Review of Union contract proposal – MN Statutes Section 10.03 sub 1(b)

The four council members and two union representatives were the only persons present at the discussion.
 
Council came out of closed session at 8:50 pm.

Union contract
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the tentative agreement.  Motion carried 4-0.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to have Devlin replace Pete Spartz on the negotiations committee. Motion approved 4-0.

ADJOURN
Motion Kester, second Devlin to adjourn at 8:54 PM.  Motion carried 4-0.



___________________________________
Carl Steffen, Mayor 


																											_________________________________________
										Sam Griffith, Clerk

