Sandstone City Council Meeting Minutes
March 1, 2017

CALL TO ORDER:  6:00 PM

ROLL CALL:  Kester, Franklin, Spartz and Devlin
Members absent: Palmer
Staff present: Administrator Seibert, Interim Administrator Jackson and Recording Secretary Nelson
Others present: Sandy Sandwick representing the Sandstone History Center, Steve Palmer and Chuck Anderson with the Pine County Sherriff’s Office

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Council, guests and staff recite pledge of allegiance.

ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS TO THE AGENDA
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to approve the agenda with the additions of two items to the consent agenda, move considering a winter water credit to after the administrator’s report, add the MCMA conference attendance for the acting administrator and GPS training notice to Written Notices.  Motion carried 4-0.

SPECIAL ITEMS OF BUSINESS: Deputy Anderson gave a report of activity for the last two months.  Jessica asked if it was possible to get a schedule for the deputies in Sandstone.  

PETITIONS OR COMPLAINTS BY RESIDENTS AND/OR COUNCIL MEMBERS: none

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
Motion Kester, second Franklin to accept the February 15, 2017 meeting minutes.  Motion carried .

PUBLIC HEARING: none

CONSENT AGENDA:
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept the proposal and authorize a contract for Colors by Craig-Business Park Billboard Sign for $3250.00, approve sewer credit for 209 1st St., Tesla Chester’s attendance at Clerks Institute, Leaha Jackson’s attendance at LMC Legislative Day, the appointment of Brandon Devlin to the EDA and a fund transfer to the Fire Equipment Reserve.  Motion carried 4-0.

FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
A/P Clerk – Claims
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to accept and pay claims.  Motion carried 4-0.

OLD & CONTINUING BUSINESS: 
Staff Committee Appointments
Due to changes to the city council, appointments to Staff Committees for 2017 will change.  The following committee membership was recently appointed for 2017:
Finance:  Spartz/Palmer
Personnel:  Kester/Steffen
Intergovernmental Relations:  Franklin/Spartz
Development: Franklin/Palmer
Fee Dispute Resolution: Franklin/Spartz
Passenger Rail: Kester/Palmer
Fire & Rescue: Spartz/Steffen
Negotiations: Steffen/Spartz

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to appoint Spartz to the Personal committee and Devlin to take the open Fire & Rescue and Negotiations committee spots.  Motion carried 4-0.

Advisory Commission Appointments
As with the staff committee appointments the Advisory Commission Appointments for 2017 will change.  The following advisory commission membership was appointed for 2017:
Planning Commission: Spartz
Parks & Recreation: Franklin
Library Board: Steffen
Rental Appeal Board: Palmer

Jessica encouraged all interested citizens to attend the Planning Commission meetings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Motion Devlin, second Kester to appoint Spartz to the Library Board commission.  Motion carried 4-0.

RFP from ASI and Authorize Contract
ASI has submitted a proposal for the business park monument sign in the amount of $33,776.50.  The budgeted amount is $20,000.00 but there are additional funds that can be used to cover the cost.  There was discussion regarding the companies that put in bids for the project.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the proposal from ASI and authorize a contract to be signed.  Motion carried 4-0.

Minnesota Power Claim Dispute
The Sandstone Fire Department was called out to a fire on November 10, 2016 that started due to a tree falling on a power line.  Minnesota Power is disputing the fees associated with the call. 

Motion Franklin to drop the claim.  Motion failed due to the lack of a second.

Motion Devlin to send it back to Minnesota Power, and in the event they refuse to pay it to access their taxes.  Motion failed due to the lack of a second.

Motion Kester, second Franklin to offer to negotiate with Minnesota Power to share the bill 50 - 50.  Motion carried 3-1 with Devlin dissenting.

NEW BUSINESS
Sandstone History Center – History Center Board
The council received a letter from the Sandstone History Center Board outlining a plan to keep the current History Center open for another year.  They are asking that the city help pay expenses for the upcoming year.  The city staff have presented a rough calculation of what that might cost - $2000.00.  Sandy came to represent the Sandstone History Center.  She explained the background of the building and it being listed on the National Register and how much it would cost to have the building brought up to date.  Sandy went on to explain what the board would like to have done in keeping the building open for 2017.  Jessica asked regarding the current bank balance for the History Center and visitor volume.  There was discussion regarding putting this on the agenda for the next council meeting.  It was decided to wait until after the History Center Board has a chance to discuss moving the artifacts to the Askov Museum with its board.  

Leaha Jackson Attending MCMA Conference
The conference includes several relevant workshops, attendance is limited and the spots go quickly.

Motion Devlin, second Kester to approve Leaha attending the MCMA Conference in Nisswa May 3-5, 2017 .  Motion carried 4-0.

Winter Run Credit for 206 Palisade Ave.
Pete Spartz recused himself.  The residents at 206 Palisade Ave. experienced a frozen sewer line where the service connects to the main by Minnesota Street out in the road.  A septic company has advised running water in the house to keep this from happening in the future.  They are requesting a flat septic rate in the winter months.  There was discussion regarding using salt in the lines.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to reimburse for the water that has been used thus far and approve reimbursement for water used during months that the frost drops more than 12 inches in the manholes for the remainder of this winter.  Motion carried 3-0.

REPORTS: 
Motion Devlin, second Kester to accept the reports of paid claims and investment.  Motion carried 4-0.

WRITTEN NOTICES AND COMMUNICATIONS: 
There will be a Local government meeting on June 14, 2017 at 6:00 pm in the Pine County Courthouse.
The Board of Appeal and Equalization will meet on April 20, 2017 at 3:00 pm at the Rutledge Community Center.  There is a GPS training on EDA Development March 30, 2017 in Braham that would be applicable for Leaha and any council members who are interested.

ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: 
The fire formula is finished.  Roger Volk came and helped with putting together the formula.  A letter went out that explained the finished formula and asked the townships to get back by this Friday with any questions they might have.

Motion Franklin, second Devlin to set a special meeting for Thursday, March 9 at 6 p.m. to discuss the fire formula.  Motion carried 4-0.

Jessica gave an update on the Bonander arraignment.  He did not enter a plea.  Reece sent a letter with a list of the required repairs.  The pretrial hearing was set for June 7, 2017 at 9am.  
Leaha would like to schedule a capital improvement plan workshop from 1-4 pm on the 22nd or 29th of this month.

Motion Devlin, second Franklin to set the date for a capital improvement plan workshop on Wednesday, March 22nd.  Motion carried 4-0.

ADJOURN
Motion Devlin, second Franklin to adjourn at 7:21 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0.



___________________________________
Peter Spartz, Mayor 

										_________________________________________
										Jessica Seibert, Clerk

